
5'/ Tc140 M i
05

/. , , - ,,,

f f v %Q % ? 3 TM /5 USC T '

AN4,n . @* tA_s_
~

>

-
k. rci ,

( m_ ------- --
x ___ _ -_ __c:- y

_

--

------ .

.

j The Campaign to Receal the Price - Andersen Act h/ gy. . , .' '

, . , , , A
- wc---~=-' :== p B

= =:= =_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ w --- -- & _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ u - - -Q, A. .. f
-----=

t
"xem zw

m PR _ u(aw) . % $, ,j 1
.

%, - -
I i. WHAT I5 THE #9 ICE - ANCERSCN ACT???

,

in 1954, af ter Eisennc*er's " Atoms 'er peace" speecn at the UN, Ccogress
' re. cote the Atcmic Energy Act to alle. crivate e.nership of nuclear reactors, ander
| Atomic Energy Ccmission ( AEC) II:ense, ano directed the AEC to seemote nuclear

,

,
g po.or. Cespite govern-ent urging and the premise of lar;e sabsicles, the atilities 0
g .ere hesitant to get comitted to this new tecnnciogf at tnat ?!ce, why?
j e

The Congressloral Joint Comittee on Atemic Energy investigated this "proolem" W
sed conctuce3 thst, "the problem of possible t iatility in connection with the h'
operation of rea: tors is a majcr ceterrent to further participation in the f(ccmercial nuclear) program . Tne pr blem of liacility has become a major g
rea ct i cc k . "

lesure,ce industry re:rese,*atives nas testified tefere the C:mittee that a q -

cs+sste:: hic accicent at s ruelear reacter coald cause damage running int: the a

billi:ns of dollars. The Ins rance ccm enies .ere not sse new safe nuclear -

reactors .+re, and they refused te provice coverage for anything but a small .

Dortion of **e total damages possible.
,

Corc ess res;cnces in 1957 ty :assirg twe CRICE - At4CERSCN ACT (P/A), possibly [t*e -cs? blatant example of gove: nment interventien to protect and prorcte nuclear s

energy and tre nuclear incastry.

Trie PRICE - ANDERSON ACT limits tre t:ts t liability of utilities in the event
of a nuclear accice9? to 1560 millio9. In a major nuclese reactor accident, that
might not go tro far. A study by Brocunaven National Lab estirrated that a major
ac:Ide,t c:ulc cause $17 31LLICN in property damage, as . ell as the incalcuts:le
less of dest $ and suffering to ters of t=ousa9ar of ceople in the area. Under *

t'e PolCE - ANCERSCN ACT, tme utility resccmible ould to c8+ tre teon f:r a'y '

e
damages exceeding $560 million. After t*at :oint, you couldn't even get into
court to sue!

The injustice continues. That $560 millien limit .as set back in 1957. The
vsive of our inftsted collars has fallen :rastically since then. In terms of,

I real value, the liacility limit has been crecetna eac% year! Furthermcre, the
, ,

'ifederal govern ent (read: tax;ayer) provices a:,out $100 million of t9at |I;
j insurance ancer PRICE - ANCERSON.
I ~
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[<
The MICE - ANCt SCN ACT violates the U.S. Constitution and your basic ccmon'

la. rights to recow damages. Unfortunately, the su;rene Court ignored trose y
f a:ts and us* eld MICE - AhCERSON in 1973. In its decisien, tre Cour+ eentioned j {
t*at if a major accident occurred and famages excee:e31560 millien, Congress p |.ould "revie.* the situation and take " appropriate actlen", so ao have notning te '

,

.crry accut. Gee, thanks. !
[i
,

|

3. c OCES THIS E:FECT THE UT!LITIES? '

i

The MICE - APOECSCN ACT -emoves cne Of the " costs" of providirg electrical |{|
:ower * rem nuclear pisn?s, t5e cost of creviding full insarse:e. ha+ migst be I
verf extensiva, it is :cssible taet insars-ce cemoanies =ould reculae ajer y
mcdificatlers at a naclear facility bef:re Mer asir; ::verage, 'er exarole. The v

;overment was +id: leo .i+n tre market av artift:isily reducir; this Ins.rsnce !
:sst, a .c b y s :si:!:Ing nue' ear ever;y in any st er avs. Scme ec:-emists feel j

.

tsat a t,is gove , e,t ";rotection" of t,e ru: lear ir:ust y is e m ed, e e re3 . , -

::51 of naciese e,e.;y .cuid be r:nibitive>y nign, .ed euciear e er;< c m se 2

p2 rice: out of +re ear er.

it is inte-esting eo ,ete tnat in a,, states, u,ks are ret ser, ate 3 o le,e
,:rev to an sei,s.r2:ie r se, sirce e e n,ms are . eta uy inves ing ,anov t,at
:eice;s to of,er :ece.e. a =n r s ce: ear,d sno tre ins,ance co-03,ies :ecome

..o a: cease t eir covers;e su stantrao v. tre n-ks m.i;nt :e ,or:ed te se:o
f.ncing nweies Oc.er ;Iants.
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The first order of business is to "EPEAL T'E PoICE ANCERSC4 ACT, nea. 1

Seventeen memcers of Congress have sponsored HR 789, a bill that would repeal [
P/4. we have to talk scout PRICE - ANCER!CN and begin to exert some pressure p

on our Congressmen (and - ccen) to get that mill througn Ccngress. There are %
some ve*y strong Interests that want to see that bill die in a comittee, or ssf

fall if it coe.es to a vote. R; passed initialty, and nas extended later, O,
Rbecause very fev ;eeple on the outside knew or understood the irplications of
f..|the PRICE - ANDERSON ACT.

f 'There is no moral deftnse of ARICE - ANOERSON. It stinks. I've talked to

conservatives, liberals, libertarians, lef t wingers, right wingers, inde:endents, y .

pro - nukes, anti - nukes, you name it. Noore has teen acte to snswer this 5 ,

one ouestion: Q

.

$

"If NUCLEAR REACTORS ARE AS SAFE AS THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS,

amY DCES THE CO ER*#ENT NEED TO LIMIT THEIR LIABill*Y 7" ;

i

f.;

3
l'
F
k

K.:
hEitner they aren't , or It ocesn't. REPEAL PRICE - ANCERSCN.
i
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LCNG ISLANO CAMPAIGN TO REPEAL PRICE - ANCERSCN (515) 549 - 9357 (eves.) !
400 Cak. cod Read

| huntington Station, NY 11746 ,

f

( NE'a JERSEY CAVPAIGN TO REPEAL P91CE - ANCERSON (201) 998 - $993
23 River Road 999 - 4014*

i
? Perth Arlington, NJ 07032
:

i'
NEW YCRK CITY CAMcAIGN TO REPEAL ARICE - ANDER$CN , . . < . - a .3

15 aest 38th Street, Room 231 C 7% ( 2
New York, NY 10013 4 f,g[- 4 g tjji,4
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as a.eed your selp. If you need more informatien, or If you want to join us in
.ork or snoort us in scre way, PLEASE CLIP THis AND MAIL IT TO US at one :

h,a
cua
of the a:ove 30 dresses.

$end *e Nre inf or*eti0n. ( N aa"?/AdCF*ssl
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