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The Bonorable Bill Morris P

yaycr of Waukegan
Waukegan, Illinois 60035

f

Dcar Mayor Morris: r

iThis is in response to your letter of February 28, 1960 to President Carter.
In ycur letter ycu expressed disappointr.:ent with the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Coard's decision to allcu Comensealth Ediscn Cogany (CECO) c

to increase the stcrage capacity of the spent fuel pcol at Zion Nuclear
Plant. You expressed concern since the cc:. : unity of Maukcgan (65,000
residents) is inediately adjacent to the plant.

iThe Atomic Safety and Licensing Ecard held public hsarings, as you arc
aware, in Waukegan starting in November 1973 ar.d terminating on June 22, ;

1979. During the hearings evidence was presented by the only inter- -

vening party (State of Illinois) with respect to its cententions. In ;
2addition, during the hearings all interested reters of the public who

wished to make limited appearance statements were also heard. The City t

of Waukegan was heard, but they did not chocse full intervenor status. ,

After thcroughly reviewing all contentions as uell as safety questions ,

raised by the Safety Board itself, the Board concluded, among other .

thines, that the proposed action uculd not significantly affect the
human environment. A copy cf the Board's Initial Decision dated
Ec5ruary 14,1980 is encicsed for your use. The Board ordered that certain
restricticns te included in the license amend ent in addition to those
proposed by CECO and these already existing for operation of the spent i

fuel p:cl. Consequently, the direct affect is added assurance that the
: pent fuci pool is safer than when criginally licensed. I feel that

if you will revicu the Board's findings you will have a better under-
::ancing cf the safety of tM Iien plant spent fuel pcol uith its _

approved increased capacity. I am ccnfident tnat the change will not :

7e the 5 c:lth and safcty cf the public."
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Maycr P.crris -2-

Fcr your informatien, I'do share your concern for Zicn Station's being
1ccated in the relatively high population density area. Because of
thi: concern, I have taken rajcr additicnal acticns, cycr and above
those of most other operating plants, to' increase the safety at the ~

~ ~

Zicn Station. These actions include the follewing:

1. Issued a Confirmatory Order to CECO on February 29, 1980 which
listed add'itienal actions necessary for continued assurance that
the public health and safety will not be endangered by continued
cperation of Zicn Station. A cc.py cf the Ccnfirratory Order is
cnclosed for your information.

2. Established a Task Force and allecated resources to assure a tinely
i plenantation of the high priority task of upgracing the emergency
preparedacss plans and capabilitics for Zicn Staticn.

3. Issued a Task Action Plan delineating certain actions to be taken
by the Office of Inspection and Enforcenent, the Office of Research
and the Office of Nuclear Reacter Regulation. The Task Action
Plan, as i cIl as additional information concerning the Staff revicw
cf the Zion Station, is contained in ;y letter to CECO dated April 9,
1980. A copy is enclosed for your information.

On a broadened scale, the Nuclear Regulatory Commissica has initiated actions
to upgrada emergency planning at and around all nuclear facilities in the
unlikely event of a severe nuclear incident. Actions include the following:

1. Proposed Rulemaking on the subject of State and lccal emercency plans
and those of the licensee to seek. public conc.ent en a broad range
of emergency planning issues. The NRC Staff preliminary analysis of ~
the public comacnts is contained in NUREG-C52G a copy of which is
enclosed for your information.

2. The Staff and the Federal Escrgency Management Agency (FErA) have
developed interim guidance and upgraded acceptance criteria to be
used _to deterf.ine the umergency prcparedness of each nucicar plant as
vall es plar.s of the State and lccal governments involved. This draft
guidance is contained in huREG-0654/ FEMA-EEP-1. " Criteria for Preparation
t7d Evaluatica cf D.adiclegical E:.,ergency R2spense Plans and Preparedness
in Suppcrt of Muclear Pcuer Plants". A ccpy is er. closed for ycur
i.fer ntic;.
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Mayor tiorris 3--

I trust my councks'together with the. enclosed information will give you
added as:;urance that we are continuing in our efforts to assure public
safety at and near the Zicn Station.

_ . _ . . _ _ . .L Si ncerely,
~

u. - crkiet 55:ed h1
~

*. H.R.Dentcq J
,

1

! Harold R. Denton, Director

F Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:
1. Board's Initial Decision,

dtd 02-14-80'

2. Confirrratory Order dtd
02-29-80

3. Ltr to CECO dtd. 04-09-80
4. I;UREG-062G

5. fiUrfG-0554/ FEMA-REP-1
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