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March 21, 1980
PROLIMINARY NOT)FICATION Of LVENT Ok UNUSUAL OCCUKRLNCEL  PRO 1141- 80-17A

This preliminary notiffcation constitutes FARLY nolice vl cvents of POSSIBLL cafety or
pulilic 1nterest significence, _The 1nfnrmat10n4k[v<pntﬁd s as 1nlt1c1)y received ww"
yer1flcat10n or evaluation and 15 basice)ly all thal is known by NRC staff on this dat

Facility: Metropolitan Ldison Company
Three Mile Island, Unit 2
Middletown, Pennsylvania
Decket Number 50-320

Subject:  INCRLASLU AUXILIARY BUTIDTNG ATR PARTICULAIE ACTIVITY UPDATF

About 2:15 A.M., un March 20, 1980, several local air oquncu1ate monitors located 1n the
aux111ary building alarmed. The highest reading low volume air sample indicated

1.6 x 10-7 uCi/cc, versus the normal reading about 1 x 10-10 uCisce.  This sample was take
in an area near the "B" Makeup Pump cubicle, where a Makeup System leak was susperted.

Seal injection ang Tetdown was fsvlated, and rcactor coolant sysiem pressurC was decrease:
Lo reduce leakage. At about 9:30 AM. the zirburne activity in the general area in the
auxiliary Luilding was restored to normal, indicaling & svccessful isclalion ut Lhe
suspected leak.

On March 20, 1980, at approximately 7:42 P.M. the letdown system flow was restored and ot
7:56 P.M, seal injection was reinitiated to determine svurce ot leakaye. A local air
pav51cu]ate monitor alarmed wilh resullant airborne activity increasing to apprOximate1y

utijec, . The letdown system and seal injection were subsequently isolaled again at
3.50 P.M. without a determination of source ut Lhe leakaye.

The Makcup System 15 in recirculation operation. RCS pressurc 1s being maintained by the
Standby Pressure Control Systoem.

During thece events the ettluent monitors did not indicate a release. lhe lcakage sayrce
is st11] under review bv the licensee and NRC,

At the pvc cnt time, the general auxiliary building airbourne levels indicate concentraliv
of 107 to 10°8 uCn/cc with a maximum concentraticn of 1.9 x 10-8 uCi/ce at the Makeup P.
cubigle area.

Media interest occurred because offsite noliticelion was wade hy the licensee. The
Lomnonwealth of Pennsylvania was informed. A press release was made by the licensee

but the WRC does not plan one at this time,

Thie preliminary notificalion is {55ued for information only and the infurmation is curren
as of 10:30 A M.
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