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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

APR 11 1380 8005060025

C

WMUR:LSP
Docket No. 40-8698

Plateau Resources Limited

ATTN: Mr. R. B. Sewell
Manager of Operations

772 Horizon Drive

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Gentlemen:

This letter is to confirm the telephone conversation of April 7, 1980,

between P. Newman of your staff and R. Person of my staff concerning

the radiological fauna sampling program which was propcsed by Plateau
Resources Limited (letter of May 4, 1979) as part of their overall environ-
mental monitoring program for the Shootering Canyon Mill (Docket No. 40-8698).

It is our understanding that you will begin this sampling program as soon
as the Shootering Canyon tailings pond becomes operational. We also
understand that you will send carbon copies of all reports and data
gathered from this program to Mr. Thomas Bond at the U.S. Department of
Interior, 18th and C Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C.

If there are any questions or misunderstandings regarding this matter,
please do not hesitate to let us know.

Sincerely,

hn J. Lgiehan, Section Leader

Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
Division of Waste Management

cc: Mr. Thomas Bond

Enclosure:
Ltr to J. E. Rothfleisch fm R. B. Sewell
dtd May 4, 1979
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May 4, 1979

Mr. J. E. Rothfleisch

Uraniun Recovery Licensing Branch
Division of Waste Management

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20585

Re: Docket 40-8692
P =Y

Dear Mr. Rothfleisch:

Attached are our responses to comzents subaitted to the NRC by
the U.S. Dapartment of Interior (DOI) on the Shootering Prciect Draft
Environzantal Statecant, which you forvarded to us by letter of April
18, 1979. The NRC assigned serifal number 16 to the D01 cocments
letter. A copy of tha DOl cocnents {s appended to our responses for

convenience of reference. Our responses include suggested changes to
the DES as seem appropriate.

Please advise us {f you need additional i{nforsation.

Sincerely,
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Comzment 039 (pape 4~7, 4.6.]1 Terrestrial)

The tailings pond will attract birds a~2 sacpals and could
severely impact wildlife. Also, there coul? be cumulative effects

on carnivorous birds and anicals that prey on svecies that have con-
suned contaminates.

Rosgonse

We agree that some birds and mammals =3y come into contact with
the tailings impoundment since only a few anizals can be excluded
ty fencing the pond. However, we feel tha: the tailings {szpoundzent
wuld not attract anivals from long distarzes and that the water
quality, 1f there is any ponding, would further reduce the nuzber of
: anizals that would actually consume or contact any of the liquid.
Therefore, only the animal: {n *he {mmedia‘e vicinity are likely to
face this danger. Since there is a possibility that contaminated
prey species could introduce radiological cortazinants to higrer
trophic levels (such as carnivorous birds ane ®damals), the zonitoring
prograa is being expande. to include radiological an2'yses of s=all
zazzals. These mammals would be collected annually froo the area
in the vicinity of the tailings pond. The ceer mouse should be used
for analyses since this rodent eats vegetati_.a as well as i{nsects.
Also, they should be ccmmon in the area since they are generally a
mafor species around most disturbed habita:s.

Suzgested Changes to DES

Table 6.2 should be modified Ly addizg the following to the bot-

tom of the table aftar “vegetation or foraze" cn paze 6-10.
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Type of Type of

Sanple Nucber Location Method Frecuency Measurecent
Fauna 3 Near tatl- Trap r~nually Natural ora-
inge pond nium, Ra=226,

Th=230, Pd=210,

end Po=i10

Comment #40 ((draft 8, gec. 4.6.2 Aquatic)

Regarding contamination of Lake Powell.

Rcsro:se

The mine waste accumulated i{n the canyons {s the result of sone
40 years of activity {n the arez, ~nly a szall portion of which has
been contributed by Plateau's exploration and development. Even so
“contaaination” of the stream vaters fro= Shitasarring Canvon is
actually less (based on streanflow sazples taken {n 1977) f.. cost
chenical an! radiological compunents than that of Hansen Creex where
there {s no mining going on. However, currernt plans for fui.re cine
development call for mine waste froam the northeast ore bocdy only to be
dumped in controlled areas well above the 500-year floodplair and
runoff {nto these areas controlled and treated {f recessa.y to zee:

the requirecents of the proposed RCRA regulation on "hazardous"

solid wastes.

Further evaluation of what can be done, if anything, to protect
or contain the existing mine wvastes {n the canyons under Plateau's
su dsdiction has begun. Finalization of such waste ¢ispcsitieon aust

inherently await the stipulation of the legal regulatior (a fima! for=.

;i gaivsted Chances to DES = None.
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Docket No. 40-8698

Plateau Resources Limited

ATTN: Mr, R. B. Sewell
Manager of Operations

772 Horizon Drive

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Gentlemen:

This letter is to confirm the telephone conversatior of April 7, 1980,

between P. Newman of your staff and R. Person of my staff concerning

the radiological fauna sampling program which was proposed by Plateau
Resources Limited (letter of May 4, 1979) as part of their overall environ-
mental monitoring program for the Shootering Caryon Mill (Docket No. 40-8698).

It is our understanding that you will begin this sampling program as soon
as the Shootering Canyon tailings pond becomes operational. We also
understand that you will send carbon copies of all reports and data
gathered from this program to Mr., Thomas Bond at the U.S. Department of
Interior, 18th and C Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C.

If there are any questions or misunderstandings regardiry this matter,
please do not hesitate to let us know.

Sincerely,

hn J. LEiehan, Section Leader

Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
Division of Waste Management

cc: Mr. Thomas Bond

Enclosure:
Ltr to J. E. Rothfleisch fm R. B. Sewell
dtd May 4, 1979



R B Sowell
Manager of Oparat-ons

May 4, 1979

ENCLOSURE

General Ottica. 772 Horizon Drive, Grand Junction, CO 81501
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Mr. J. E. Rothfleisch

Uranium Recovery licensing Branch
Division of Waste Mianagement

U. S. Ruclear Rzgulatory Comalssion
kashington, D.C. 20555

Re: Docket 40-2693
[ oy S-S
Dear Mr. Rothfleisch:

Attached ar2 our responses to coc=

zsents subaitted to the NRC by

the U.S. D2partaant of Interior (DOI) on the Shootering Project Draft
Environzantal Statecent, which you forwarded to us by letter of April
18, 1979. The NIC aosigned serial nuabar 15 to the DOI comments

letter. A copy of the DOI coclents (s appended to our responses for
convenience of reference. Our responses include suggested changes to

the DES as seea appropriate.

Please advise us {f you need additional infor=ation.

Sincerely, I
‘:O'P' rﬁ T rewe
R.B. Sewell

Manager of Operations

cc: Mr. Minton J. Kelly
ORNLL
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Comment #39 (pape 4-7, 4.6.1 Terrestrial) n ‘e i,

The tailings pond will attract birds ar? =acoals and could
severely impac; wildlife. Also, there coul? be cumulative effects
on carnivorous birds and animals that prey on species that have con-

suwed contacinates.
Response A A

We agree that some birds and mammals mav come inro contact with
the tailings impoundment since only a few anizals can be excluded
by fencing the pond. However, we feel that the tailings {mpoundzent
wuld not attract anicals from long distarzes and that the water
quality, 4f there is any ponding, would further reduce the nuzber of
anizals that would actually consume or contact any of the liquid.
Therefore, only the animals in the {moedia:ze vicinity are likely fo
face this danger. Since there 1s a possibility that contaminated
prey specles could introduce radiological contazinants to higher
trophic levels (such as carnivorous birds ane ®azmals), the zonitoring
prograa 1is being expanded to include radioclozical analyses of szall
mazmals. These mammals would be collected annually froo the area
in the vicinity of the tailings pond. The deer mouse should be used
for analyses since this rodent eats vegetati.a as well as insects.
Also, they should be ccmmon in the area since they are generally a

major species around most disturbed habita:s.

Suggested Chanzes to DES

Table 6.2 should be modified by addizg the following to the bot~-

toa of the table after “vegetation or foraze” on page 6-10.
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Type of Type of

Saople Nusber Llocation Method Frecuency Measurecent
Fauna 3 * Near tail- Trap Anncally Natural ura-
inge pond A niun, Ra-226,

Th=-230, Pb-210,

ané Po-210

Comment 240 ((draf: B, sec. 4.6.2 Aquatic)

Regarding contamination of Lake Powell.

Reszonse

The mine waste accuaulated in the canyors {s the result of sone
40 years of activity in the area, ~nly a szall portion of which has
been contributed by Plateau's exploration and development. Even so
"contaaination” of the stream waters froz Shitasarring Canvon {is
actu.lly less (based on streanflow sazples taken {n 1977) f.: cost
chenical and radiological compunents than that of Hansen Creek where
there {s no mining going on. Hovever, current plans for fui.re oine
development call for mine waste from the northeast ore bocdy only to be
duzped in controlled areas well above the 5CC-year floodplair and
runoff into these areas controlled and treated {f recessary to zee:

the requirecents of the proposed RCRA regulation on "hazardous"
solid wastes.

Further evaluation of what can be done, {f anythinz, to protect
or zontain the existing oine wvastes in the canyons under Plateau's
sulsdiction has begun. Finalization of such waste C€ispesition aust

inherently await the stipulation of the legal regulatior fna final fors.

- 4xvsted Chanoes to DES = None.
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