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’PRILI.‘{INAR! NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCI--PNO-77- 1314

This preliminary notificstion ccnstirutes EARLY notice of an évent of
POSSIBLE safe'y or public intzrest significance. The information
presented is as initiailv received without verification or evaluation
and 1s basically all that is «ncwm by 1E staff on this dace.

Facility: Commonwealth Edison Company, Ziom Unit 2 rC \”
(DN $0-304), Ziom, IL Ul}ﬁ\ .%
subiect: BYPASSING OF SAFETY SIGNALS e * v
\r~
Thic supplements PNO-77-131. (X:°*”'

A4 Deeting was helc with Commenweaith EZdiscn Corporate personnel on

July 26, 1977, to discuss a July 12 incident in which some safety systea
circuits were temporarily disabled during routine testing while the
plant was in a hot ghutdown condition.

“he testing involved use of artificial signals in 31 safety circults
vhich are ‘nteedad to detect abnormal conditions in part of the reactor
cooling system. With the safetv sersors disabled for the test, the
piants émergency core cooling svstem would not have automatically
ressonded to certain types of petential accidents. Other safety circuits
wera unaffected and would have prozected against potential accidents
involvieg large pipe breaks.

Juring this omeeting, the seriousness of this event and the agsociated
irainiag of the 5,300 gallens of primary coolant from the reactor ceolant
.yscem were discussed. If the draining of primary coclant had continued
‘cr approxizately 30 miautes longer, damagze to the reactor coolant pump
seals could have occurred. This eould have resulted in a significant
loss of primary coclamt ¢ the containment building.

The event appaars to be a result of inadequate managezent atteation and
srocedural controls. The licensee has instituted a prograa of corrective
action to preclude repetition {including revisions to procedures and
acministra:ive practice.

This PN 19 teing issued Decause of higy potential public interest expected
upon an issuvance of a planned press release by the NRC.
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