
_

p(
a.

UNITED STATES OF A'! ERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY CO't:ISSION

BEFORE THE ATOMIC SAFFTY AND LICENSING BOARD

's'
In the Matter of )

)
HOUSTON LIGHTING AND POWER COMPANY, ) Docket Nos. 50-498

FT AL. ) 50-499
)

(South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2))

NRC STAFF'S RESPONSE TO BOARD
MDf0RANDUM OF MARCH 10, 1980

In its Memorandum dated March 10, 1980, the Board invited the views of the

parties on the feasibility of separating out from the admitted contentions

in this proceeding those " issues relating to asserted construction and QA/QC

deficiencies (Contentions 1 and 2)" and engaging in an early hearing on the

issues. The Staff's comments are provided below.

The NRC Office of Inspection and Enforcement initiated several months ago

an extensive investigation into construction activities,at the South Texas

Project, Units 1 and 2. An assessment of the effectiveness of the QA/QC

program for ongoing activities was included as part of the investigation.

Staff counsel has been advised that this investigation is nearing completion

and issuance of the investigation report is expected within the near future.

Under these circumstances, the Staff believes that it would be appropriate

to await the issuance of the investigation report. before responding'directly'

to the Board's inquiry. After the issuance of the investigation report, the

Staff will provide a further report to the Board.

. Respectfully submitted,

f Ai,f,YN
[f:Stuart A. Treby

Assistant Chief Hearing Counsel
- for NRC Staff

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland
this 10th day of April, 1980
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby ct tify that copies of "NRC STAFF'S RESPONSE TO BOARD MEMORANDUM OF
MARCH 10, 1980" in the above-captioned proceeding have been served on the

~

following by deposit in the United States mail, first class, or, as indicated
by an asterisk, through'dceosit in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's internal
mail system, this 10th day of April, 1980:

Charles Bechhoefer, Esq., Chairman * Richard W. Lowerre, Esq.

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Assistant Attorney General
Panel Environmental Protection Division

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission P. O. Box 12548, Capitol Station

Washington, DC 20555 Austin, TX 78711

Dr. James C. Lamb, III Jack R. Newman, Esq. -

313 Woodhaven Road Lowenstein, Newman, Reis,
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 Axelrad & Toll

1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Dr. Emmeth A. Luebke* Washington, DC 20036
Atomic Safety aad Licensing Board

Panel Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Panel *
Washington, DC 20555 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555
Melbert Schwarz, Jr., Esq.
Baker and Botts Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal
One Shell Plaza Panel (5)*
Houston, TX 77002 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555
Mr. Lanny Alan Sinkin
Citizens Concerned About Nuclear Docketing and Service Section (7)*

Power Office of the Secretary

838 E. Fbgnolia U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commissian
San Antonio, TX 78212 Washington, DC 20555

.

Mrs. Peggy Buchorn
Executive Director
Citizens.for Equitable Utilities, Inc.
Route 1, Box 432 .

Brazoria, TX 77422
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Stuart A. Treby
Assistant Chief Hearin Counsel

i for NRC Staff


