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MAYOR GRAY: Ladies and gentlemen, we are proud to
have you all here tonight. We welccme all you fclks from out
of town.

I shock hands and introduced myself -- and I almost
know everybody in here == but I told the gentleman up there if
he asked me to introduce everybody that I had been introduced
to that I was going to go home; there's no way for me to do it.

=~ «~e are proud to have you all here. We see a lot
of ocur friends out of Montgomery, and some far+ther off than
that. We are proud to have you here.

It's a bad night; it's raining, anad it's goed to have
this group here.

Just in a word or two, and then I'm going to get
down from up here and let these gentlemen get on with their
meeting because they've got a busy day, but just to tell you
in a few words, if I can, actually what this meeting is for.

The purpcse cf the meeting is to brief federal,
state, and local agencies, and other interested parties,
concerning proposed Westinghouse facilities, and to solicit
any suggested issue that these agencies and people wish to
see addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement. That's
really what this meeting is for, is to acguaint everybody here
that's not acguainted with what this plant is ané what it's

going to do, and so forth and so on.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Now, that's all I'm going to tell you, and at this

“ime I'm going to introduce to you, and turn this meeting over

to, Mr. Bill Crow, this gentleman right here.
He's head of the Uranium Fuel Licensing Section,
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Crow.

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mayor Gray.

It's a pleasure to be with you this evening, ladies
and gentlemen. I appreciate the fine atterdance.

As Mayor Gray said, my name is Bill Crow, and I am
a member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff. My
group has the responsibility for reviewing Westinchouse
Electric's application for a license to possess and use
enriched uranium at the proposed facility here in Prattville.

NRC regulations require that an Environmental
Impact Statement be prepared before taking any action on this
license application. As the Mayor said, the purpose cf this
meeting is to brief state, federal, and local agencies, and
other interested parties, concerning the propesec project, and

to identify early in the assessment process specific concerns

that you may have so that they may be dealt wish, together with

issues already identified by the staff as being significant.
So that wnen a decisicn is made, based on the Environmental

Impact Statement, a more complete record will be available

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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representing issues which otherwise might be neglected or
overlooked.

With me here tonight is the Environmental Prcject
Manager, Dr. Edward Shum, who is also a member of the NRC
staff; Dr. Minton Kelly of the Oakridge National Laboratory,
with whom NRC has contracted tc assist in the preparation of
the Environmental Impact Statement, and representatives of
Westinghouse Corporation, Mr. Bob Williams and Mr. Frank
Cellier.

The agenda for this meeting will be as follows:
First, Westinghouse Electric Corporation will briefly describe
the proposed activities of the Prattville facility. The
QOakridge Laboratory personnel will discuss the content of the
Environmental Impact Statement and identify the important
issues they plan to adéress.

Upeon conmpletion of this briefing, there will be a
short break, after which each organization and interested
party will be given an opportunity to identifv areas of
particular concern that they would like to see emphasizeé in
the Environmental Impact Statement; to suggest other alterna-
tives that should be considered.

Please address all comments and guestions to me and
I will then ask the appropriate individual tc respond.

lease note there was a sign-in sheet at the docr

with a place to indicate whether or not vou wish to make a

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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comment. We will gather these sheets up during the bfeak and
call on the people in consecutive order.

It's important to remember that only the proposed
action, and that is the construction and operation of the
fuel fabricacion plant, is to be addressed during this scoping
Processing. Generic issues will not be considered at this
Scoping meeting, Or in written comments.

Since this meeting is being recorded, any person
who wishes to make a comment, I ask them to come up here to
the microphone, state their name, the organization they repre-
sent, if any, and then proceed with his or her comments.

Since time is limited, some ground rules must be
Observed. First, please, no interruptions from the audience
and no audience cross-discussion. Evervone should come up
here to the podium to speak.

Second, be as brief as possible; remember that
written comments will be accepted later on.

Third, if several representatives of one organization
are present, please appcint cne spokesman. Up to f£ifteen
minutes cf time will be allotted for such a spokesman, ané more
time will be available if time permits.

Now, I would like to turn this meeting over to
Mr. Frank Cellier of Westinghouse Electric.

Frank?

MR. CELLIER: Thank you, Bill.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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STATEMENT CF
MR. FRANK CELLIER
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION

MR. CELLIER: We are here tonight to tell you about
our proposed nuclear fuel fabrication facility. PFirst, let
me give you scme background information.

There are 72 nuclear power plants licensed today
in the United States, generating 1.6 percent of this nation's
electricity.

The fuel for many of these nuclear power plants
was fabricated at our plant in Columbia, South Carolina, built
back in 1969.

The Columbia facility currently employs some 950
pecople and can produce 1000 metric tons of uranium, nuclear
fuel, each year. This is the energy equivalent of 340 million
barrels of oil, or abcut the amount of energy it would take
to power Alabama for more than three and a half years, based
on its 1978 consumption.

Cur most conservative forcasts show that demand for
nuclear fuel will exceed the capabilities of the nuclear fuel
fabrication plants currently in existence. This increased
demand will result from two sources.

First, there is the initial nuclear fuel requireé tc
Degin plant cperation. We call this fuel the first core.

Today, there are over 80 nuclear plants under

constructicon, each will require a first core fuel loading. The

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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plants are scheduled to come on stream within the next ten
years. In addition, each operating plant will be refueled
every 12 or 16 months, and one-third of the fuel will be
replaced.

The reload fuel business is a growing cne.

To meet this demand, the nuclear industry will
require additional fuel fabrication capacity. In 1977,
Westinghcuse recognized this industry need, and in early 1978
the site selection process was initiated for a second
Westinghouse facility.

The Prattville area was selected because of what it

offers in terms of available skilled labor, suitable property,

tax structure, related economic incentives, and state-supported

industrial training programs.

The plan* will be located near Prattville in
Autauga County, on an 800-care site along the Alabama River,
adjacent to the Union Camp property.

Trhe property is outlined here by the yellow boundary
line. The square marks the location of the plant on the
property.

This is an artist's concept of the facility, and the
fuel assemblies will be manufactured in the larger building at
the left.

Although the license application specifies a plant

capacity of 1000 metric tons per year, initial cperation is

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Planned for 400 metric tons per vear. That's the energy
equivalent of about 135 million barrels of oil.

At the planned initial capacity, we would emp loy
about 400 people, the majority of them being locally recruited.

Now, let me show you the produce we will produce.
These are the fuel assemblies the plant would manufacture.
Fuel assemblies are made up of fuel rods held by a skeleton
of grids. Each roé contains nuclear fuel pellets, which look
like this.

Let's focus on our Columbia facility to give you
an idea of what will go on inside a fuel fabricating planc.

We receive cylinders of low-enriched uranium from
the U. S. Government facility like the cne at Qakridge,
Tennessee. Low-enriched means it is only slightly changed
from the way it existed in nature.

When in a cylinder, it is in a solid form. We then
heat the uranium in a steam chest to change it into a gas.

The next ster in the process is to convert the gas into uranium
dioxide powder.

A machine, much like cne that makes aspirin tablets,
presses uranium powder into pellets. Then the pellets are
baked ina furnace and ground to exact dimensions. This is the
way the pellets look after they are baked.

The finished pellets are loaded, some 200 of them,

intc long metal tubes, and then sealed. Since the enrichment

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. ;
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of the pellets is low, the amount of radiation they emit is only
slightly higher than the natural ore itself.

Radiological and environmental technicians monitor
the air inside and outside the plant around the clock, seven
days a week. This is only one step in the measures routinely
taken to document our compliance with environmental standards.

We operate within the lowest guarter of the government
standards. That's a record we're proud of.

This employee wears a radiation detection badge as
she loads completed fuel rods into the support structure of
the fuel assembly. The bades are another part of the continuing
monitoring of the worker's health and the plant environment.

Here, a guality contrel superviscr for the final
assembly area checks every step of this important cperation.

After inspection, the assemblies are taken to the
fuel storage area where they await shipment.

The final product is transported by truck to the
electric utilities in specially designec containers. The fuel
assemblies are then placed in a reactor and a controlled chain
reaction takes place %o generate the heat to drive a steam
turbine.

The fabrication of nuclear fuel is a precision
operation demanding the highest guality standards. Every
component s checked and rechecked numerous times so that

guality standards can be achieved.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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The Westinghouse fuel plant at Columbia has received
a number of federal and community awards for its safety and
environmental programs, including the Governor's first
Distinguished Safety Award. And, for the past three vears,
the facility won first place in the South Carolina State
Chamber of Commerce Safety and Health Awards.

the end of 1979, Columbia had accunulated over
eight million manhours worked without occupacional injury or
illness.

We are looking forward to becoming a part of the
Prattville community. As with any new facility that would
be built here, the Westinghouse plant will have an impact on
the community.

What are the benefits of this plant? TI.irst, the
ial creation of 400 new jobs is expected tc generate an
increase of two million dollars in local retail sales. And,
according to the U. S. Chamber of Commerce figures, a plant of
this size will support an additional 200 workers in service
and retail businesses.

The 400 people we will initially employ at this new
plant will produce about 400 metric +ons of nuclear fuel per
Year, the energy equivalent of 135 million barrels of oil.
That's an important contribution to the energy needs of this

country.

We will continue to weork diligently with the

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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regulatory bodies so that all licensing and environmental
requirements are fully satisfied for this plant.

This is one reason we are here tonight. As part
of the licensing process, the NRC must assess the environmental
impact of the proposed facility. To p:ovidc information that
is essential to their assessment, Westinghouse has submitted
a4 raport on the potential environmental effects of the pro-
posed plant and associated facilities. The report and
license application were filed with the NRC in December of
1979.

Now, I would like to introduce Robert Williams,
one of our Project Engineers, who will describe the contents

-~
-

the envircnmental repor+ and the license application.

Bob?

STATEMENT OF
MR. ROBERT WILLIAMS
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION

MR. WILLIAMS: A major part of the Alabama Nuclear
Fuel Fabrication Plant Project is being devoted to meeting
federal, state, and local licensing ané permitting regquirements.

A significant milestore in this Phase I effort was
achieved in December, 1979, when an envircnmen+tal report and
a license application were filed with the United States Nuclear

Regulatory Commission for review and approval. This achievement

represents about fifty percent of the Federal Special 'uclear

ALDERSON REF RTING COMPANY. INC.
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Materials License preparation, at a cost of greater than
$330,000 and an expenditure of some 8500 man-hours of effort |
to date.

Fifteen technical reports have been prepared, or are
in preparation, to support the environmental report and
license application. These reports, and the field studies
which they summarize, were prepared by recognized experts in ;
their respective fields of endeavor. From these reports,
environmental considerations and ev:luations have been made.

Before authorizing uranium fuel plant construction, |
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is reguired to assess the
pctential environmental effects of the proposed activities
in order tc insure that issuance of the license is consisten
with national environmental gocals as set forth by the Natiocnal
Envircnmental Pclicy Act of 1969.

To obtain information essential to this assessment,
the Commission requires each applicant for a license to submit
@ report con the pctential environmental impact of the proposed
plant and associated facilities. The environmental report
for the propcsed Alabama Nuclear Fuel Fabrication Plant
presents such informaticn in nine major sections.

In the general informaticn secticn of the report,
the scope of Westinghouse operations and is organizational
Structure are discussed. The need for the new facility is

presented, and existing Westinchouse nuclear fuel manufacturing

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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operations are described.

In the section on the site, the physical, biologgéal,
and human characteristics of the area environment that might
be affected by constructicn and operation of the nuclear
fuel fabrication plant on the proposed site are described.

To the extent possible, the information presented reflects
observations and measurements made on location.

In the section on the plant, facility characteristics
are desc.ibed. Since environmental effects are the primary
concern of the report, the plant effluents and related systems
that interact with the environment are desc.:hed in particular
detail.

Section 4 of the report presents and analyzes effects
of site preparation, plant construction, and operation in
detail. Measures planned to reduce potential adverse effects
of the total prcject on the environment are fully addressed.
The impact of construction and operation of the proposed plant
are guantified to the fullest extent practicable, ané are
presented systematically, and the relationship between local
short-term uses ¢f man's envircnment, and the maintenance and
enhancement of long-term productivity, are discussed. Through-
out this section, the cummulative and long-term effects of
the proposed action are assessed.

In Section 5 of the repcrt, the environmental effects

- —————————

of postulated accidents, at the plant or during the transportaticn

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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of materials to or from the plant, are discussed. Particular
attention is devoted to placing effects of postulated accidents
in the proper perspective.

The purposes of the section on effluent and
environmental measurements and monitoring programs are, first,
to describe the means by which the initial or baseline data
Presented in other sections were collected, and second, to
describe plans and programs for monitoring the environmental
impacts of site preparation, plant construction, and plant
operation.

Section 7 of the report specifically discusses
alternatives to site selection, plant design, construction, and
operation, and waste treatment options.

The first six sections of the environmental repor:
describe the site, the plant, the environmental effects of
normal operation ané unusual occurrences, and the monitoring
program for the proposed facility. The seventh section
describes why the specific plant design, on the particular
site, is the most desirable combination of alternatives.

Secticn 8, Benefit-Cost Analysis, demonstrates why
the aggregate benefits outweigh the aggregate costs. Benefit
cost 1s discussed from the viewpoint of both national impact
ané local effect.

The environmental approvals and consultations section

of the report lists all licenses, permits, and other approvals

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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of construction and operation regquired by faderal, state, local,
and regional authorities for the protection of the environment.

The environmental report provides information to
enable independent environmental assessments of facility
operations, in over 380 pages of data and analyses which will
support the conclusion that "the numerous major benefits to be
enjoyed by the neighboring communities will totally recompense
the minor social and environmental costs to the local area
that will result from the construction and operation of the
Westinghouse Alabama Nuclear Fuel Fabrication Plant."

The license applicaticn provides information to
enable independent safety assessments of facility operations.
Sefore issuing a license authorizing uranium fuel fabricaticn
slant cperation, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is required
to access health, safety, and safeguards capabilities of the
proposed activities in order to determine that issuance of
the license is consistent with the regulations, prudent
Practice, and the philosophy of reguiring everv reascnable
effort to maintain radiation and radiocactivity exposures,
and releases of radiocactive materials and effluence to
uncontrolled areas and environs, as low as is reascnably
achievable. The license application for the proposed Alabama
Nuclear Fuel Fabrication Plant will >resent such informaticn
in a base document of twenty-one major secticns and an

ancillary report, two ancillary ranuals, and four ancillarv

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Plans.

Section 1 of the license application presents such
licensed activity information as applicant identification,
term of the license, amending the license, unique definitions,
and a commitment to total compliance with license conditions.

Section 2 of the license applic-tion specifics the
type, form, and quantities of the nuclear materials the
facility proposes to use or produce.

The Authorized Activities part of the license
application, Section 3, specifies the activities for which the
special nuclear material license is requested, and the locations
at which each activity is to be performed.

Section 4 of the license application specifies the
technical gualifications, including training and experience,
of key facility staff who engage in the proposed activiiies
in accordance with the regulations. This section also specifies
the administrative and managerial controls necessarv for the
safe and efficient operation of the facility.

The health and safety engineered controls and technical
specifications section of the license application stipulates
the facilities and equipment which will be used at the plant
CO Pr tect health and minimize danger %o life or property. This
section also specifies Proposed procedures to protect healsh
and minimize danger to life or property.

Section 6 of the license application specifies the

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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key elements of the program of positive action of Westinghouse
manacement's commitment to make every reasonable effort to
maintain radiation and radicactivity as low as is reasonably
achievable.

Section 7 of the license application specifies the
facility management commitment to prepar: and “ollow an
approved comprehensive plan for control and accounting for
special nuclear material.

Secticn 8 of the license application specifies the
facility management commitment to prepare and follow an
approved comprehensive plan for physical protection of special
nuclear material at the facility and in transit.

The quality assurance section of the license
application specifies inspections and tests +o control guality
of safety relLated instrument calibrations, of bicassay and
perconnel dosimetry measurements, and of shipping containers.

The shipping and receiving section of the license
application specifies recuirements for surveying packages
received and packages prepared for shipment, for openin
packages of dispersible materials, ané for delivery of special
nuclear material to a carrier, including Westinghouse, for
transport.

Sectibn 11 of the license application specifies the
facility management commitment ¢ Prepare and follow aprroved

clans for coping with emergencies.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Section 13 of the license application requests specific

exemptions from certain regulazicns. And example of this is
an exemption from the requirament to notify NRC thirty days
prior to first use of respiracors, since the notification is
already contained in the license application which has already
been submitted.

Section 14 of the license application introduces the
environmental report, which I have previously discussed in
detail. As mentioned, this report was submitted to the
Commission as a separate document in December, 1979.

Section 15 of the license aprlication introduces a
comprehensive safety analysis which will provide a detailed
demonstration of how organizational ané administrative controls
are blended with health and safety engineered control and
technical speciiications to create a viable system for
protecting health and minimizing danger to life or property in
the facility and its environs.

This analysis is currently in preparation and is
scheduled to be submitted to the Commission later this year
for inccrporaticn into the base license application document.

Section 16 of the license application introduces
a regulatory compliance manual, which will demonstrate technical
information generic to radiological safety, nuclear safety,
and occupational safe*y and healsh practices at the licensed

activiey.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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This manual, and the following manuals and plans,
are currently in preparation and are scheduled to be submitted
to the Commission later this year as separate documents in
support of the license application.

Section 17 of the license application introduces an
ALARA Manual which will demonstrate details of the program
for maintaining radiation and radiocactivity as low as is
reascnably achievable at the licensed activity.’

Section 18 of the license application introduces
a comprehensive nuclear mater als control and accounting plan
which will demonstrate a detailed program for maintaining
accountability of special nuclear materials at the licensed
activity, including material balance, inventeory, ané records
requirements, measurement controls, and fundamental nuclear
material controls.

Section 19 of the license application introduces
a comprehensive physical security plan which will demenstrate
a detail:d program for maintaining physical preotection of
special nuclear materials, both while at the plant site and
while in transit to or from the plant.

Section 20 of the license application introduces an
emergercy plan for coping with credible facility emergencies.

Section 21 of the license application introduces a

decommissioning plan which will demonstrate general intenticons

for ultimate decommissioning of the facility at the end of plant

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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life, including financial arrangements to assure adequate funds
to cover the cost at the time of decommissioning.

This then is a general outline of the format and
content of the Westinghouse Special Nuclear Material License
Application, including an environmental report, sco that
Westinghouse can construct an operate the nuclear fuel

fabrication plant in Alabama.

MR. CROW: Thank you, Bcb. As Bob mentioned,
Westinghouse has provided the NRC w.lth an environmental report:
however, NRC is required by law to independently assess the
impact of this proposed plant on the environment.

Here to discuss the ccontent of this environmental
impact statement is one of our consultants, Dr. Minton Kelly,

of the Oakridge National Laboratorv.

STATEMENT OF
DR. MINTON KELLY
OAKRIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY
OAKRIDGE, TEMNNESSEEZ
OR. KELLY: Actually, scme of the previous speakers
have covered some of the material that I will cover, so I may
be a little bit redundant in places.

Many cf you, I don't think, know what an Znvironmental

Impact Statement is. The National Eanvironmental Policy aAct o

(2]

1969, December, 1963, said that every Zfederal action which might
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have a major impact upon the environment should be discussed
in detail and its effects examined, so that the agency con=-
cernec could make a proper judgment as to whether or not such
an action should proceed.

In July, the 29th, of 1979, the President's Council
on Environmental Quality came out with new guidelines on
how Environmental Impact Statements should be prepared, and I
intend to discuss, to some extent, what we do and how we are
involved in this situation.

We are under contract to the Nuclear Regulatory

Commission, and when I speak of staf?f during my talk, that means

both NRC personnel and the interdisciplinary team at the
Oakridge Naticnal Laboratery which will physically prepare
the environmental statement.

The new CEQ guidelines call for all such actions
to consider alternatives to a requested action, together with
the propcsed action. In this case the proposed action is the
application to build a fuel fabricatien plant in Prattville.
Among the alternatives which must be considered is the
alternative of no action. This, of course, concerns itself
with the need, and whether or not the action can be taken whil
properly protecting the environment.

There is the alternative of siting of this facility.
In other words, is the site that is chosen proper, or 1is there

a better site where there would be less environmental impact.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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We will look at the alternatives of the plant design
proposed by Westinghouse. We will look at alternatives to the
plant operation as proposed by Weitinghouse. We will lock
at alternatives to the waste treatment processes and waste
disposal methods.

Some of the criteria we will use when we do this

are to protect the public health and safety and to protect the

environment as much as possible during normal operations.

we will check to see whether chemicals and radiclogicalz

effluent releases are as low as reascnably achievable. We
will check to see if therz are potential accident situations
which might expose the public or emplovees to risks which are
not acceptable under regulatory guidelines.

We will look to see if the operation proposed, or
as modified by the staff -- and remember that we will, if it
is deemed necessary, change Westinghouse's proposal to what
we consider a better proposal.

Is it able to comply with all federal, state, ané
local requirements and reculations?

The Environmental Impact Statement, later in the
Statement, describes the envircnmental conseguences of
construction and operaticon of the plant after the staff has
chosen what they believe to be the best chcices of available

alternatives on an overall project basis, anéd after the staff

has specified monitoring and mitigating measures to protect the

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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The consequences we will talk about are the effects on
air guality, land use, surface and ground water, sociceconomics,
and the potential effects on aguatic and terrestrial biota,
including man.

The staff will place special emphasis on chemical
and radiological releases, both during normal operations and
under pctential accident conditions to be sure that regulatory
guidelines to protect the public will not be exceeded.

After the initial draft of the environmental statement,
it is issued for circulation to federal agencies, concerned
environmental groups, and interested individuals that reguest
cocpies of it for comment.

These individuals will comment on things they think
are not right, and eventually we will have to resolve their
comments and prepare a final environmental statement, which
actually becomes the guide to the decision-maker on the
decision as tc whether or net to let the precess go forward.

This scoping meeting tonight is an effort by C=(Q,
ané indeed by NRC, to find out public concern which we might
not otherwise think about, so that they can be properly
Prepared and covered in the environmental statement.

At the OQakridge National Laboratory this particular
project will be covered by a five-member team. I'm not going

0 give you their titles and degrees, but I would like to

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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introduce them to you.

Larry LaMonica, chemical engineer, who will cover
all the engineering aspects.

Sam Martin, an economist, also an engineer, who will
cover socioceconomics and some of the alternative icsues.

Jeffrey Baldwin, a geohydrologist, who will cover
ground water and seismology, and this type of thing =-=- anything ;
to do with the earth sciences.

Larry Vorhees, the terrestrial ecologist, who will

cover all the terrestrial impacts.

And Steve Goff, an aguatic ecologist, who will cover
all the acguatic effects.

Thank you.

MR. CROW: Thank you, Minton.

Ladies and gentlemen, as I mentioned earlier, we will
take a short ten-minute break -- well, why don't we reconvene
at about ten minutes of eight =-- and at that time we will
take comments from the people in the audience.

Remember, if you wish tc make a comment, and you
haven't signed the sign-in sheet in the back of the room, please
do so, ancl we will pick them up at the end of the intermission.

Thank vou.

(& brief recess was taken.)

MR. CROW: 1If we will get back to our seats, we will

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. %
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get on with the meeting.

Unfortunately, when we put these sign-in sheets at
the door we didn't number them and I have no idea whe signed in
first to speak. During the break, the Court Reporter wanted to
get a copy of all the names of people who wanted to speak, soO
I gave him the sheets and asked him to shuffle them any way
he wanted tc and put a number on them and I would call them
in consecutive order.

Everyone will be called, and I apologize if somecne
signed in first and doesn't get called until last. 1It's
strictly my fault.

The first person to speak is Susan Sinburg, 651-A

dubbard Street, Montgomery.

STATEMENT OF
SUSAN SINBURG

MS. SINBURG: 1I'd like to ask =--

MR. CROW: Would you state ycur £full name and any
organization you represent?

MS. SINBURG: My name is Susan Sinburg and I'm
representing myself, or any general citizen in Montgomery or
Prattville or any area.

Will there be any use of plutonium in the Prattville

acility at opening date or at any time in the future?

4
-

MR. CROW: The license application does not address
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the use of plutonium for that facility.

Before plutonium will be allowed, Westinghouse would
have to get an amendment to the license to authorize them to
use plutonium.

MS. SINBURG: Can I say something?

MR. CROW: Yes, you may.

MS. SINBURG: So, there could be a possibility that
plutonium could be used in this plant?

MR. CROW: I don't think so.

MS. SINBURG: But there is a possibility?

MR. CROW: There might be a possibility.

MS. SINBURG: Do you know the effects of plutonium?
A small amount of plutonium?

You know, one pouné of plutonium can cause, I
believe, cancer in every person in the United States.

MR. CROW: Let me make this statement, and I
apclogize; time is short.

Before plutconium will be authorized t5 be used in
that plant there will be an Envircnmental Impact Statement,
another scoping meeting, and there will be an opportunity for
people to comment on the use of plutonium.

MS. SINBURG: Thank you.

MR. CRCW: Flemming Blackburn. Is Mr. Blackburn

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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STATEMENT CF
FLEMMING BLACKBURN

BLACKBURN: My name is Flemming Blackburn, and I'm

like to know how much transportation there will

be in bringing materials to the plant, and then again when the

fuel rods leave, and whether these fuel rods will be supplying

plants only in this state or is this plant going to supply

enough fuel for the Southeast?

MR.

the fuel will

CROW: As far as the license goes, the use of

not be restricted to any specific area, to my

knowledge. That won't be part of our licensing process. It

would be a decision by Westinghouse, a company decision, on

where the fuel would be suppiied.

MRI

BLACKBURN: Thay are just a supplier anéd they

can sell to whoever is in nee? of the fuel?

MR.

CROW: Yes. They will supply to their reactors

which are located all across the United States.

MR.
These type of
MR.
United States.
MR.

be? How long

BLACKBURN: How many of these plants are arcund?
fuel plants?

CROW: There are five major facilities in the

BLACKBURN: What would the life of this plant

will it be here in Alabama?

It's limited, isn't it?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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MR. CELLIER: The normal life of this type of plant
is forty years. It could be longer than that, or shorter, but
that's a business assessment . of the plant. Normally forty
years.

MR. BLACKBURN: That's only a business assessment;
it's life doesn't end in forty years because of the type of
work that's done there?

MR. CROW: No.

MR. BLACKBURN: Thank vou.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

Susan Brannon?

STATEMENT OF
SUSAN ERANNON

MS. BRANNON: May name is Susan Brannon. I am from
Montgomery. I was wondering, will there be any by-products
released into the air, either radicactive or nonradiocactive?

What kindé of precautions will there be against that?

MR. CROW: Both radicactive contaminants ané non-
radicactive contaminants that are released iato the air from
this facility are very strictly controlled by regulation, and
these will be addressed in the Environment Impact Statement.

MS. BRANNON: What tvpe of products are those?

MR. CROW: The radiocactive compcnents will be mainly

low-enriched uranium. The nonradicactive chemicals coulé be

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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some guantity of fluorides. That's the only one that comes to
mind that's significant. But it will be controlled also.

MS. BRANNON: Thank you.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

Randy Aronov?

STATEMENT OF
RANDY ARONOV

MR. ARONOV: Could you get this microphone turned up?

I don't think the pecple in the back can hear it. It's very

low.

(A brief pause.)

MR. ARONOV: 1If plutcnium ==

MR. CROW: Would you state your name, please?

MR. ARONOV: Rand Warren Aronov.

At the Columbia plant, is plutonium being used at
all?

MR. CROW: No.

MR. ARONOV: Why is the plant only commissioned to
be used for forty vears?

MR. CROW: That's just a rule of thumb for most
industrial plants.

MR. ARONOV: What happens at the end of fcorty vears?
Why would it need to be shut down?

MR. CROW: It woulén't need to be shut down.

MR. ARONOV: That's just the normal ccurse of action

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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for any industrial plants?

MR. CROW: That's what they normally amortize a plant.

i

« ARONOV: A nuclear plant?

. CROW: Any plant.

5 8

ARONOV: Okay.

5

CROW: Thank you.

ARONOV: Thank you.

5 5

. CROW: Ms. Charles Butler?

STATEMENT OF
MARILYN BUTLER

MS. BUTLER: Marilyn Butler, the Methodist Church.
I am asking how they plant to dispose of the waste material?
There is no safe way to dispose of this waste.

It can leak from its tanks; it can cause all of the
genetic defects, the cancer, the leukemia, the birth defects
for years to come. How can they dispose of this waste, and
where.

(Applause.)

MR. CROW: Any waste from this facility will be
disposed of to a licensed burial ground.

MS. BUTLER: Where are the licensed burial grounds?
Scuth Carolina? Washington? |

MR. CROW: There are two of them. There is one in

Neveda.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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MS. BUTLER: But they are getting full. There is no
place left.

They don't want it anymore. The people there don't
want it. It's too dangerous for us to have it here.

They can leak. Those burial containers leak, and
they cause the radiation effects and there is no prevention.

MR. CROW: The handling of waste will be addressed
in the Environmental Impact Statement. The effects on the
envirooment will be discussed in the Environmental Impact

tatement.

MS. BUTLER: The leading and prominent cancer
specialists say the only prevention of cancer is to control
this nuclear ocutput anéd we‘ve got to make every effort to
stop it as scon as possible.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. CROW: George B. Allison?

STATEMENT OF
GEORGE B. ALLISON

MR. ALLISON: 8Sir, I'm George Allison from Prattville.

I am stating what is prcbably already been taken
care of in the impact statement somewhere, ané that is some

tyre ©f accident. I'm talking primarilv about an industrial

accident.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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I know also that it will surely address natural

disasters. But one in particular I'm anxious for the statement

to be sure it addresses would take into the consideration the
fact that we are in a high-incident tornadoc area. And I
alsc notice that the location of the plant happens to be
approximately dowrwind of the rnormal trajectory of a tornado.
From the two major arteries of traffic that lead
out cof the Montgomery Metropolitan Area, I would only suggest
that adeguate consideration be made as to what happens if a
tornado takes up part of those pellets and scatters them over
a broad area of the southern part of Autauga County, the
northern part of Montgomery County. What happens then to
the ctransportation system? How long would it stay shut down?
What means would be made of shutting it cff, et cetera?
In other words, how long would the transportation
throcughout the Greater Montgomery Area be tied up until all of
those pellets were accounted for?

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Allison.

Mr. Jim Zeigler? I think it's Zeigler.

STATEMENT OF
JIM ZEIGLER

MR. ZEIGLER: My name is Jim Zeigler. I am an
attorney at 2580 Main Street, Millbrook, Alabama and 323

Jefferson Street, Montgomery, Alabama.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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First of all, do we know when the Envircnmental
Impact Statement will be circulated?

MR. CROW: The drafted Environmental Impact Statement
is now scheduled to be circulated around the first of next
vear.

MR. 2EIGLER: The first of 19812

MR. CROW: Yes. Or befcre.

MR. ZEIGLER: Did I get a misimpression from the
£ilm that the Environmental Impact Statement was already
produced and available? |

MR. CROW: No, sir. 1It's just being prepared.

The Environmental Report has been produced, and it
will be available -- if I may digress a minute. Scmeone asked
me earlier about the availability of these documents. We are
setting up a local public document room in Prattville. There
will be a notice published in the newspaper shortly when
documents will be available for pecple tc go to the public
document rocm and read.

MR. ZEIGLER: Can you tell us when the time f£:rame
for comments on the Environmental Impact Statement will begin
and end?

MR. CROW: There is noimally a 45-day comemnt pericd.

MR. ZEIGLER: 1Is it correct to state that in these
proceedings issues as to the generic standards will be limited

to whether the proposed facility meets already established

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. ;
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generic standards?

MR. CROW: That's correct.

MR. ZEIGLER: No gquestioning can be made in these
proceedings of those standards?

MR. CROW: That's correct.

MR. 2EIGLER: Is the possibility of a decline in
demand in permitting nuclear plants going to be a legitimate
issue in these proceedings?

MR. CROW: Will the decline in the demand cf
nuclear fuel?

MR. ZEIGLER: Will the possibility of a decline in
demand in permitting of nuclear plants be a proper issue in
these proceedings?

MR. CROW: It will impact ou the need for the
facility, and that will be an issue in the Envircnmental Impact
Study.

MR. ZEIGLER: May it be raised by a party in these
proceedings?

MR. CROW: It can be raised, I'm certain, but I'm
not sure that it will be addressed.

MR. (EIGLER: One last gquestion. Have the
transportatior routes for the nuclear pellets, both the incoming
and outzoinc _routes, been formulated?

MR. CROW: ©Not to my knowledge.

MR. ZEIGLER: When will that be known?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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MR. CROW: I don't know if the routes will be always
the same. I think it will vary depending upon =-=-

UF-6, or uranium hexafluoride, coming in, that route
probably will be a fairly fixed route because it's only coming
from places like Oakridge, Tennessee or Paducah, Kentucky. So,
you would expect they would use the best route all the time.

Now, the fuel leaving here could go anyplace in the
United States. It could go anyplace in the world, probably.
So, I don't know what the route would be there.

MR. ZEIGLER: Thank you.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

Robert Campbell?

STATEMENT OF
ROBERT CAMPBELL

MR. CAMPBELL: My name is Robert Campbell. I live
in Montgomery, Alabama. I'm an independent insurance agent and
financial planner.

I just represent the common working man the future
generations.

My first question is directed to Mr. Williams.
Mr. Williams, what amount ==

MR. CROW? Weould you direct it to me, please?

MR. CAMPBELL: I'm sorry. I would like for Mr.

Williams to answer the question, if that woulé be possible.
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What amount of radiocactivity, and what radiocactive
materials, will be released into the environment?

We've heard from Mr. Williams that the level will
be as low as is reaso: .y achievable. Exactly what amount
is as low as is reasonably achievable?

MR. CF . This is controlled by an EPA regulation
that just became effective in December of 1979, where it
specifies that the dose to the nearest resident of any fuel
facility, either a light water reactor or a fabrication
facility producing fuel for a light water reactor, that the
does must be below 25 millirem for any l2-month period.

We work from there to ksep them as low as is
reasonably achievakble.

For most ==

MR. CAMPBELL: Do you know what it would be for just
the average population?

MR. CROW: This is for the nearest resident.

MR. CAMPBELL: What about for the workers involved in
the plant, what would the permissible dosage be for them?

MR. CROW: This is controlled also by the NRC =--
well, it's coatrolled by Westinghouse, but it's regulated by
the NRC -~ and it is specified in Title X, Code of Federal
Regulations, Par+ 20.

MR. CAMPBELL: What amount would that be?

MR. CROW: For most workers in this type of facilisy,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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it's normally less than 25 percent of what's allowed in the
regulations.

MR. CAMPEBELL: In comparison to the 25 millirems
for the closest resident -- is that correct? =-- what amount
would that be for the worker? Would that not be greatly
increased from the closest resident? Wouldn't it be much
greater?

MR. CROW: Yes, it will be greater for the worker.

MR. CAMPBEIL: Would it be a hundred times greater?

MR. CROW: No.

MR, CAMPEELIL: Fifey?

MR. CROW: The number sticks in my mind -- what E&?

MR. SCHUM: If you want the concentration as far as
uranium i1s concerned, in Part XX we have two columns, one is
scluable uranium and one is insoluable. Each one has a
concentration we called the MPC, the maximum permissible
concentraticn. You can refer to that.

The number, I can only guote you approximately,
ané for insoluable uranium is about like one times ten to the
minus ten microcurie per mil.

MR. CROW: You are asking for a dose. In the
regulations we specify -- we don's: specify dose, we specify
concentration the emplovee can be exposed to. By regulaticn
they have tc “e3p below 25 percent of the maximum permissible

concentrat.on specified, or else take action to raduce it
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below 25 percent.

MR. CAMPBELL: But the average worker can be exposed
S0 a much greater level than the closest resident, and then
there again, if an accident were to happen and the radiation
levels were to be increased inside the plant, then Westinghouse
could bring in special pecple for a short period of time and
they could receive the maxi:um yearly dose within, say, a few
g.ve1 hours, is that not correct?

MR. CROW: That would only be correct in the case
of a nuclear excursion, which is =--

MR. CAMPBELL: (Interrupting) Well, any type of
accident.

MR. CROW: No, not any type of accident.

You are thinking reactors =--

MR. CAMPBELL: No, I'm speaking of falLricatior Plants.

MR. CROW: This is not a problem in a fuel fabrication
plant, and it's not allowed by NRC.

MR. CAMPBELL: I have a guesticn for the NRC
representatives. Does it seem possible that individuals who
are hand-picked by Westinchouse to Prepare envircnmental
reports would be able to totally, in an unbiased way, totally
unbiased, issue reports, when, in essence, if they issued
negative reports it would cost Westinghouse millions and
millions of dollars?

MR. CROW: That's the reascn the law requires that

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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the NRC do an independent assessment of the environmental
effects in our Environmental Impact Statem;nt.

MR. CAMPBELL: I have another guestion for Mr. Cellier
of Westinghouse.

Ralph Nadar's Critical Mass Group reports that since
1974, Mr. Cellier, there have been 328 nuclear transportation
accidents, 118 of which have spilled radiocactive materials
into the envircnment. Eighty-seven percent of these spills
dumped racdiocactive materials on America's highways.

Now, we heard that these materials are going to
be shipped in specially constructed containers. Are not these
the same containers that have been used since 19747 Or, are
these going to be different containers?

MR. CROW: These containers are containers that are
reviewed and approved by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and,
if necessary, an Environmen=al Impact Statement is prepared
for the container.

MR. CAMPBELL: Are these the me containers that
have been in use since 19742

MR. CRCW: These containers have been in use, ves,
since 1974.

MR. CAMPBELL: So, in essence it's the same container
that there have been 328 nuclear transportation accidents wish?

MR. CROW: Neo, sir. I don't know what nuclear

accidents you are referring to that Nadar Ppublished. I know of
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no accident involving a shipment of UF-6 where it was released
in the past, since 1974 or even prior to that.

MR. CAMPBELL: That's all I have.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

Jack Naftell.

STATEMENT OF
JACK NAFTELL

MR. NAFTELL: Jack Naftell, Montgomery, Alabama.

First of all, I would like to express my opposition
to this plant. The radiocactive materials, nitrates, nickel,
and lead that will be routinely released into the environment
PCse a hazard to the health of plant workers, to the general
Pudlic, and to the wildlife in the area.

I would also like te request public hearings
concerning the Envircnmental Impact Statement ané the issuanze
cf a license.

I have a few guestions.

MR. CROW: There are procedures if vou want to
petition to intervene in this action. There are methods that
you can follow, and I will be happy to give you that infor-
mation at the end of the hearing.

MR. NAFTELL: Right. I was under the understanding
that would be presented here.

Will there be encugh radicactive material at the
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Plant at any one time to allow for a critical mass to be
reached?
MR. CROW: . Yes.
MR. NAFTELL: So, there could be a melt-down?
MR. CROW: No.

MR. NAFTELL: There could be an uncontrolled release

MR. CROW: Not in this type of facility.

MR. NAFTELL: VYou are saving critical mass could be
reached?

MR. CROW: You asked the guestion, is there encugh
material here to reach a critical mass, the answer to that
is, yes, there is. There are mitigating designs in the
facility to prevent a nuclear excursion. This is cne of the
reviews that NRC does, or will do, on this facilicy.

MR. NAFTELL: Like they &ié at Three Mile Island.

MR. CROW: Neo, now, that's an altogether different
thing.

MR. NAFTELL: Well, any ==

MR. CROW: Excuse me. There has never been a
nuclear excursion in a fuel facility of this type.

MR. NAFTELL: Yet.

Will any waste or radicactive materials be buried
at the plant site or anywhere in the Montgomcry-?rﬁt:ville arsa?

MR. CROW: The regulations do allow the burial of

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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waste on the Westinghouse property. How long this regulation
will be in place, I can't say. But it's an extremely small
amount.

MR. NAFTELL: And how long will these products
remain radioactive?

MR. CROW: I den't, offhand, know the half-. ife.

MR. NAFTELL: Thousands of years?

MR. CROW: Yes.

MR. NAFTELL: And how long are the containers
designed to last?

MR. CROW: Any material that's buried will be fixed
sO that it is in an inscluable state.

MR. NAFTELL: For how long?

MR. CROW: 1It's not the container; it's the way the
material is --

MR. NAFTELL: (Interrupting) How will they be done?
Put in concrete?

MR. CROW: Will be solidified.

MR. NAFTELL: Ancé placed in what?

MR. CROW: Probably in drums or boxes.

MR. NAFTELL: And how long do you suppcse those will
last? Thousands of years?

MR. CROW: I don't think so.

MR. NAFTELL: I don't either.

Thank you.
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MR. CROW: Thank you.

(Applause.)

STATEMENT OF
DARRYL SMITH |

MR. SMITH: My name is Darryl Smith and I'm a resident
of Deatsville, Alabama.

I would like to know =-=- the guestion was asked before
abocut the radiation exposure of workers at the site. Now, one
of your colleagues was speaking about concentration, which is
a body-burden limit, it's not an actual radiation limiting
dose, such as a rem rad or roentgen. You say you do not know
exactly what the dose that the workers will receive at this
particular place is?

MR. CROW: I think the reculations allow like five
rem a year.

MR. SMITH: I don't believe 10 CFR 20 states that.

I believe they state it as 15 and the industry standard in most
places is five rems a year, three per guarter.

I would like, if there would be socme way to find
out after the meeting, if there is some way we can find cut
approximately what Westinghouse is going to limit their
emglcoyees to.

I am a previcus radiation worker, licensed operator,

health-physic technician ané instrument technician at a nuclear
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station. I am concerned that our residents may receive an
overcosage, and I would like, if there was some way for the
Public to know, that the Westinghouse Corporation and the NRC
will oversee and make sure that our residents are protected.

Thank you.

MR. CROW: Thank you.

Mr. R. J. Popwell?

MP. POPWELL: I don't have any comments at this time.

MR. Ch9W: Thank you.

Mr. E. § PFPried.

STATEMENT OF
E. §. FRIED

MR. FRIED: My name is Eugene Fried. I'd like to
know 1f Westinghouse intends to be responsible for any
accidents concerning fuel shipments outside the plant, and if
they don't intend to be responsible, who will be responsible?

MR. CROW: That's really out of the scope of this
meeting, but I think normally the carrier is responsible for
any shipments.

MR. FRIED: I would also like to know if Westinghouse

consu.ted any residents who live downstream f£rom this plant as

to how they feel about Westinghouse cdumping radicactive materials,

nitrates, nickel, and leaé intc the river?

MR. CROW: The effluence from this facility, both

A LDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Impact Statement. ‘
‘ MR. FRIED: My gquestion was, I wanted to know if
Westinghouse consulted any residents who live downstrean as ;
3 to how they feel about this? é
| MR. CROW: They are not regquired to, but I 3on't know
| if they did. |
,é MR. FRIED: I doubt #t. Thank you. :
Q (Applause.) :
4 MR. CROW: Mr. Popwell? f
3 MR. POPWELL: I stated that I didn't want to comment.
1 MR. CROW: There are two Popwells on here.
% MS. POPWELL: That's me.
E
' STATEMENT OF
: DONNA POPWELL
| MS. POPWELL: My name is Donna Popwell. I am from
Auburn.
I had a question about something that I noticed in
| the preparatory statements, anéd thit was the use of the werd
"reasonable."
Several times we've mentioned "every reascnable
effort will be taken," and "radiation will be Xept as low as
is reasonably achievable." First, I'd like to know if the
definition of "reasonably" will be spelled out, ané whether

I ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. |
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if unforeseeable circumstances should occur at the plant =- I
know this is the case at reactors -- whether the definition
of "reasonably” changes?

In other words, can standards be dropped for un-
foreseeable accidents or some circumstances beyond control?

MR. CROW: The term "as low as reascnably
achievable" is taken directly from our regulations. What th2
NRC has done is theyv have set limits on effluence, they have
set limits on exposures for personnel. That does not mean
that a licensee can operate all the way up to those limits.

Sc, we put in a phrase, "We wish you to operate as low as
reasonably achievable." That doesn't mean you can operate

above the limits; +his means Yyou must cperate as low below these
limits as is reascnably achievatble.

The regulations also specify, again, as I mentioned,
for inplant air concentrations, they should be below 235 percent
of what it says in the regulaticns.

MS. POPWELL: 3But are they reguired to ke, or should
they be?

MR. CROW: They are regquired to either be below 25
Percent or be doing an engineering survey to justify why they
are above 25 percent.

MS. POPWELL: And my seconé guestion about e special
@rcumstance at the plant, dc +the standards hcld +here?

MR. CROW: The standards are written in the regulations

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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and it takes a rule change to change that standard.

MS. POPWELL: 1Is that not the case at reactors at
this point though?

MR. CROW: I think that's still the same situation,
that's correct.

MS. POPWELL: 1In other words, there is a limit and
they cannot breach it?

MR. CROW: That's correct.

MS. POPWELL: 'All right.

MR. CROW: T. J. Knight?

(o response.)

MR. CROW: 1Is there a T. J. Knight here?

(No response.)

MR. CROW: Ms. Doris Beckley?

STATEMENT OF
DORIS BECKLEY

MS. BECKLEY: My name is Doris Becklev and I am a
wife, mother, and grandmother. Currently I'm living at Maxwell
ir Forca Base and in July will be living in Montgomery
permanently.
My permanent address until last July was 1 Conway
Orive, Middletown, Pennsvlvania.
I am aware that when trucks shift intc, I believe it's

the third gear, it makes a lot of noise, and so noise pollution

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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en the transportation is cne thing I think should be considered
because I know of three families who could not sell their homes
because of that up there.

I am also wondering about the way that you would
measure the amounts of the chemicals that you would be putting
into the river. I am also wondering about the accumulation for
the fishing river, like that happened up near Norfclk when those
chemcials accumulated and ruined the cvster beds.

I am also‘aware that you have detection devices to
detect the radiation but it's possible that there can be a
crack in the plastic protective clothing or perhaps a detection
device is not working and a worker could go home and carry
some of it. 1It's possible. 1It's not probable, but it is
possible.

I would like to say thank you for the chance to
gC on record as being more for conversation of energy and the
develcpment of solar energy than nuclear, although I do realize
we do neec it.

I cannot help but wender, with Penns vivania being
considered a state that is somewhat depressed, losing its
populaticn, and trying to get industry, such as Voikswagen
and Addidis from other countries, and wigh Alabama gaining
population == I realize it's nice down here; we like it, toO =-
But I can't help but wonder why vou didn't build the plant in

Pennsvlivania?
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\Applause.)

’ MR. CROW: Thank you, Ms. Beckley. The siting of the
plant will be discussed in the Environmental Impact Statement,
as Dr. Kelly menticned. The need for the plant will be also
discussed.

As far as the effluence, they are under extremely
tight controls, both by the NRC and by the EPA and the State of
Alabama.

MS. BECKLEY: And you will consider the tornado
aspect?

MR. CRCW: Yes, ma'am.

MS. BECKLEY: Thank you.

MR. CROW: Debra Gordon-Fellman?

STATEMENT OF
DCEBRA GRODON-HELLMAN

MS. GORDON-HELLMAN: Debra Gordon-nellman from
Z2irmingham, and I'd like to make a couple of comments and
ask a couple of guestions.

One being that in the NRC news release that I
received in the mail it said that the ending date for the
cppertunity for citizens to intervene in the licensing of this
plant was April 7th. I am concerned about this because that

is not enough time for us -- the NRC themselves do not have <he

application yet, much less the public == to go over this and
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compile our information and make an intelligent judgment about
the plant. %

I request that we postione this date, and I would
like to go on record as saying that, as well as postponing
another scoping hearing, such as tonight, after the public
has had a chance to go over the information that Westinghouse
has compiled.

MR. CROW: You will have an opportunity for a hearing
even after the draft Environmental Impact Statement is
published.

MS. GORDON-HELLMAN: But in order to intervene in the
licensing of the plant, it said that the ending date was April
7th in order to petition for intervention.

I have the news release here, or I éid. I guess it's
at my seat. But it's the March llth news release that was
sent out by the NRC. I can get it, if you would like.

MR. CROW: The Federal Register notice I would have
to pull., It is more accurate than the news release. I haven't
read the news release.

MS. GORDON-HELIMAN: Do you have a copy? Why deon't
I get it?

(Document handed to Ms. Gordon-Hellman by someone

from the audience.)

MS. GORDON=-HELIMAN: This is from the Unitec States

Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn and it says that "aAny petitions

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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will be acted upon by the Commission or an Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board to determine whether or not a hearing should
be held. 1In the event that a hearing is held, any person
permitted to intervene becomes a full party to the proceeding.
Petitions should be filed by April 7, 1980."

I don't feel we can leave here tonight with that date in
mind and know that we can't do anytuning after that date unless
we know that's not so.

MR. CROW: That date is wrong. I am sure that you
can petiticn to intervene up until right before we take the
licensing action.

MS. GORDON-HELIMAN: Can somecne from the NRC verify

MR CROW: I will verify it.

MS. GORDON-HELIMAN: Alsc, no new nuclear plants are
Deing authorized to e built now, except for the ones that are
already licensed or under construction. That being the case,
why do we need this fuel fabricaticn plant if no new p.ants
are being built, and to subject the people of Prattville and
Montgomery to the unnecessary dangers?

MR. CROW: The need for this facility is one of the
major issues that will be addressed in the Environmental
Impact Statement.

MS. GORDON=-HELL) : I'd like to make a correction

in that in this environmental analysis of the uranium fuel cvcle

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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prepared by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency it said
that the life of a fuel fabrication plant is 30 years, not
40 years, and does not say that it can be extended after that.
And in terms of the control of substances leaving
a plant, you can say -- I mean, you can hope that that can be
controlled, but in the case of the Jonesboro Fuel Fabrication
Plant in Tennessee, since that plant was built there has been
a charp increase in cancer since 1973, and the rate is still
rising.
And not only that, in 1977 250 to 500 pounds of
enriched uranium was reportedly released into the Nalachuckee
River by routine plant operation.

MR. CROW: The Irwin facility that you are referring

€0 is really not an issue to be discussed here, but since you've

menticoned it I will have to say the Atlanta office of the
National Institute of Health evaluated the allegations that
the cancer rate around that facility was greater than normal
and found that that is not true.

They have a report on it; I don't have a copy of it.
But you can get it from the Atlanta office.

MS. GORDON-HE#LMAN: Okay. Alsoc, I don't believe
that the carrier, in the case of a transportation accident,
with carryving the uranium fuel rods, I doa't believe tne
carrier is responsible for that. It must be the NRC or

Westinghouse.
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You had said that the carrier, the person driving the
truck, the company, would be responsible, but I don't believe
they are responsible for cleaning up such an accident.

Or paying for it either.

MR. CROW: That is under discussion right now at the
NRC, about spelling out who will clean it up. I think == well,
I really shouldn't get into it because I'm not that familiar
with the firm details of who will be responsible.

In the past, the NRC jumps in and takes over and
evaluztes what's going on and makes sure that somebody is there
taking the responsibility of cleaning it up.

MS. GORDON-HELLMAN: As I understand it then, the
things that everyone is talking abou. tonight are the things
that will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement
SO that such as this issue of transportation would be adéressed
there and we would know who is responsible?

MR. CROW: That's correct.

}S. GORDON-HELLMAN: Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. CROW: Thank you.

I can't make out the first name, but the last name
is Wainwright.

Mr. Wainright?

MR. WAINRIGHT: Yes, sir. The name is Mack

wainright.
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STATEMENT OF
MACK WAINWRIGHT

MR. WAINWRIGHT: I'm Mack Wainwright from Autaugaville,

Alabama. We »re downstream, more or less.

I would like to say that I'm not pro or con on this
issue yet; I only have gquestions. Is there an address or a
name of a person, or persons, that we could write or address
future gquestions to for short-term answers?

MR. CROW: Yes.

MR. WAINWRIGHT: May I have that, sir?

MR. CROW: Address them to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Attention Dr. E. Y. Shum == S-h=y-m == Washington,
D. C. 205855,

MR. WAINWRIGHT: Tl.aak you.

MR. CROW: Aaron Aronov?

MR. ARONOV: I have no further questions.

MR. CROW: Judy =-- and I cannot read the name, but

from the Auburn Safe Energy Alliance?

STATEMENT OF
JUDY COMBY
MS. COMBY: I'm Judy Comby from Tuskegee.
I have a real concern about the jobs, which are being
played up as an important aspect of the econcmy here in

Prattville. t said 400 jobs. How many of those would be for
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local people?

MR. CROW: I can't really answer that, but I understand |

Westinghouse will try to £fi.l as many of those jobs with local

pecple as they can.

MR. CELLIER: That's correct. Approximately 350.

In that neighbeorhood.

We are bringing in some experienced pecple in

management and engineering.

MS. COMBY: All these pecple then have training

then here before the plant is opened and they begin their work?

These 350 unskilled people?

MR. CELLIER: That's generally what you do, is bring

in trqined personnel to train people.

MS. COMBY: 1If you have an accident and the workers
have already gotten the maximum dosage of radiation =hat they
can get, what do you de? Who do you bring in?

Do you get unskilled people off the street, or do
you have pecple from other plants?

MR. CROW: That scrt of thing never happens in this
type of facility. Now, as I mentioned earlier, a nuclear
excursicn would be the only thing that I could see where an
operator would get an excessive dose of radiation.

Normally, the problem in this type of facility is
not external radiation or ionizing radiation; it's normally

from inhalation due to the uranium in the air.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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MS. COMBY: And so there is no way to detect that?

MR. CROW: Yes, there is. You detect it with what
we call a biocassay program which is required by the license.
And this biocassay program includes urinalysis on a routine
dasis and whole-body counting where you can count how much
material is in the person's lungs.

MS. COMBY: My understanding is once it's in the
urine it's in other parts of the body and it could already
be causing cancer, is that not right?

MR. CROW: I don't know what it would cause, but
if it's in the urine it's a soluable exposure and it's being
excreted.

MS. COMBY: One thing that I'm really concerned about
is that with this the jobs are highlighted and I think about
the General Electric workers who resigned in 1376 as nuclear
engineers because of the terrible danger. And it seems to
me that at hearings like this we need to share these concerns
because I don't know how the pecple of Prattville are knowing
that other nuclear engineers are saying these things can
involve the life of the planet itself.

And they are saying that they had to resign from the
Job because they could not be inveolved in a system which was
going to be producing increasing cancer, genetic defects for
our children, for our grandchildren.

There are radiocactive materials in the earth, which

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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itself is "holy" earth, and the contains won't last the thousands |

of years the material is radiocactive.

How can we best get this word out so pecple can know
the dangers that are involved for right here in Prattville
and everywhere? Because this is the fuel that will go to
reactors, as you said, all over the world, so it's part of the
whole process.

It seems to me that we've really got to lift this
issue up, and like Einstein said, he said the people have got
to decide in public meetings what we're going to do and whether
we're going to have it, and I don't think the issue is being
raised as much as it must be. What do we do?

MR. CROW: Well, I think meetings like this may
raise scme issues. But I think you're discussing a problem
that doesn't exist in a facility of the type that we're talking
about being built here in Prattville.

MS. COMBY: But there is radioactive effluence in
the air and in the water.

MR. CROW: Very small amounts.

MS. COMBY: That can cause cancer and cenetic
mutations.

MR. CROW: There are pecple that will argue about
that.

MS. COMBY: Thank vou.

(Applause.)
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MR. CROW: David Arrett?

STATEMENT OF
DAVID ARRETT

MR. APRETT: My name is David Arrett. I live in
Montgomery.

The first guestion I would like to ask you is if
the Environmental Impact Statement is going to address the
relationship between Union Carbide ané Westinghouse?

MR. CROW: I'm not sure there is a relationship.

MR. ARRETT: Let me ask you this, then. Will Unien
Carbide be furnishing the ore or the low-level uranium that
will be fabricated in the fuel plant?

MR. CROW: Union Carbide cperates uranium milling
processes and supplies ore to utilities.

MR. ARRETT: Will it alsoc be providing ore to be
milled or be made intc the fuel at this plant that's proposed
for Prattville?

MR. CROW: I can't answer that.

MR. ARRETT: Well, the material has got to come from
Qakridge, is that correct?

MR. CROW: The enriched uranium comes from either +he

Qakridge Gasecus Diffusion Plant or the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion

Plant.

MR. ARRETT: Is that a Union Carbide facility?
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MR. CROW: No, that's a U. S. Government facility
that's operated by Union Carbide.

M1l. ARRETT: And Union Carbide is also going to
do the Environmental Impact Statement, is that correct?

MR. CROW: Oakridge National Laboratory is going to
do it, which is operated by Union Carbide, that's correct.

MR. ARRETT: And your statement is that the
Environmental Impact Statement will not address the relationship
between Union Carbide and Westinghouse?

MR. CROW: That's correct.

MR. ARRETT: Well, let me go on record as requesting
that it do addéress that relaticaship, both the financial
and the economic relationship.

Let me also ask, the people you introduced as being
the persons who will make the Environmental Impact Statement,
could you tell us how many Environmental Impact Statements they
have prepared for fuel fabrication plants in the past, please,
sir?

MR. CROW: This is the first Environmental Impact
Statement that I'm aware of, becuase it's the first applicaticen
we have had for a fuel fab plant since NEPA has been in == no,
that's not true. There was cne prepared for the Exxon facility
in Richland, Washingtcn. That was performed by Argon National
Labcratory.

The QOakridge team, we have contracted with them %o
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perform envircnmental impact assessments for five facilities

of this type just recently. It was not a complete Environmental
Impact Statement because it was associated not with a new

plant but with a renewal of a license.

MR. ARRETT: Would it be accurate to state that the
persons who are going to be preparing this Environmental Impact
Statement at this fuel fabrication plant have never prepared
an Environmental Impact Statement for a fuel fabrication plant
before?

MR. CROW: I think that's cocrrect.

MR. ARRETT: Now, can you tell us who chose the
pocstulated accidents that were in Westinghouse's environmental
statement?

MR. CROW: No, I can't.

MR. ARRETT: Well, would it be accurate to state that
Westinghouse chose those postulated accidents?

MR. CROW: I would imagine.

MR. ARRETT: Will postulated accidents be addressed in
the Environmental Impact Statement?

MR. CROW: Yes, they will.

MR. ARRETT: And who will chose those postulated
accidents?

MR. CROW: NRC will.

MR. ARRETT: No., Mr. Cellier mentioned in his

presentation that there were associated facilities with the plant
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itself. Can you tell us what the associated facilities are?
MR. CROW: No, I can't, but Frank, would vou?
MR. CELLIER: These are the mechanical operations
that don't involve nuclear materials.
MR. ARRETT: Like what?

MR. CELLIER: Like making grids and hardware items

that go into the fuel assembly itself. And the office building.

MR. ARRETT: Those are facilities that are located
in Prattville or in Alabama?

MR. CELLIER: They are located on the same site.

MR. ARRETT: Will the Environmental Impact Statement
address the environmental impact of those facilities? |

MR. CROW: Yes.

MR. ARRETT: Will the Eavironmental Impact Statement
address the tax conseguences to the Autauga County and to
Prattville and to the State of Alabama?

MR. CROW: Minton?

DR. KELLY: Yes.

MR. ARRETT: Could you tell us whether or not there
are geoing to be any tax advantages to Westinghouse to locate
the fuel fabrication plant here in Prattville?

DR. KELLY: Not at this time.

MR. ARRETT: You can't tell us?

DR. KELLY: At this time, we can't.

MR. ARRETT: Are you saying you have no information

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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from the City of Prattville or the County of Autauga or the
State of Alabama as to any particular tax advantages for
locating here?

DR. KELLY: Sam, what did you find out about that
today, if anything?

MR. MARTIN: We're just starting on it.

DR. KELLY: My socioeconomic impact man has not
finished making a tour yet.

MR. ARRETT: But it will address those considerations?

DR. KELLY: VYes.

MR. ARRETT: Can you tell us who will pay for the
training and whe will train the technicians who are going to
be responsible for safety monitoring and fer discharge of
effluent monitoring?

MR. CROW: Westinghouse.

MR. ARRETT: Westinghouse will train the pecple that's
going to be monitoring Westinghouse?

MR. CROW: Well, I'm talking about their emplovees.

MR. ARRETT: That's who I'm talking about, too.

MR. CROW: They will train their own employees, that's
right.

MR. ARRETT: And their own emrloyvees will regulate
ané monitor =-=- not regulate, but monitor the discharges and
the safety of the facilities there?

MR. CROW: Yes. And NRC will audit this.
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MR. CROW: NRC will audit this to make sure it is
done properly.
MR. ARRETT: How would that be done by NRC?
MR. CROW: That will be done by routine inspections !
from our Office of Inspection and Enforcement, Region II
Office, in Atlanta. j
MR. ARRETT: Those are the issues that I would like

to see addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.

Thank you.

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Arrett.

(Applause.)

MR. CROW: By the way, yvou mentioned Unicn Carbide
doing the spadewecrk for the Environmental Impact Statement,
and that is true. But NRC is preparing the Environmental
Impact Statement. We have contracted Oakridge National
Laboratory as a consultant to aid us in this.

MR. ARRETT: Can you describe to us exactly what
the Union Carbide responsibilities will be and what NRC's
responsibilities will be? i

MR. CROW: NRC's responsibility is for the
Environmental Impact Statement.

MR. ARRETT: Does NRC intend to have federal emplovees
conducting or werking in the Environmental Impact Statement -=-

working on it?
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MR. CROW: Yes.

MR. ARRETT: In what capacity?

MR. CROW: Overseeing the Environmental Impact
Statement.

MR. ARRETT: Will there be NRC employees, federal
employees, here working in the Prattville area on a daily
basis?

MR. CROW: No.

MR. ARRETT: Will it be on a weekly basis?

MR. CROW: No.

MR. ARRETT: Will it be on a monthly basis?

MR. CROW: No.

MR. ARRETT: Can you tell us how frequently there
will be a government agent down here to see that Union Carbide
is doing the EIS correctly?

MR. CROW: Union Carbide, they won't be spending
that much time here either. We will be spending it cverseeing
the work that Union Carbide will be deing.

We will make site visits here with them periodically,
but there is nc routine period that is set up for this.

MR. ARRETT: Will there be a publication of the
NRC's findings with respect tc the accomplishments being made
cn the EIS from time to time?

MR. CROW: Not really. Not until the draft statement

is published.
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MR. ARRETT: 1Is there any way that we could keep
up with the EIS as it is being made, or that we could keep up
with the Government keeping up with the EIS as it is being
made?

MR. CROW: Any issues that come to mind, you may
write to Dr. Shum, as I indicated, and we'll make sure they
are addressed in the EIS, or else tell vou why they won't be.

MR. ARRETT: Thank vou.

MR. CROW: Mr. Leon Thompson.

STATEMENT OF
LEON THOMPSON
MR. THOMPSON: I am Leon Thompson, presicdent of
Carter Lumber Company, down the road here a little piece.
I'll be about a mile frum Wes+ingilouse, or a litsle bit less,
probably, and based upon the information that I have already
received from the pictures of the plant in Columbia, South
Carclina and the safety standards and so forth that they have
explained to us, I'm one hundred percent for this plant. And
1 think we are very fortunate that Westinghouse has chosen
this vicinity.
I expect no business dealings with Westinghouse, no
menetary advantage. In fact, they might get a few of my

employees. 3But yet, I believe in my city, in my county, and

this vicinity =-- Montgomery =-- the whole state, and I just
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welcome Westinghouse wholeheartedly.

(Applause.)

MR. CROW: Thank you, Mr. Thompscn.

Those were all the people that indicated that they
wanted to make some comments. Again, I want to thank all of
you pecple for coming here tonight.

I appreciate the ones that came up and made the
comments. I recognize that it is not easy at times %o get
up here and face that microphone.

Now, although our notice in the newspaper specified
that we will accept written comments from the public up until
April 3, 1980, we vill address comments received afer that
date, if time permits.

Again, these comments should be addressed to the

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Attention Dr. E Y. Shum,

-~

Washington, D. C. 20555.
Thank you very much.
(Whereupon, at 9:00 o'clock, p.m., the sublic

nearing in the above-entitled matter was closed.)
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