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MAR 2 81980Docket No. 50-409

Mr. Paul Prevenas
Board of Directors |

'

Badger Safe Energy Alliance
Post Office Box 68
Durand, Wisconsin 54736

Dear Mr. Prevenas:

This is in response to your letter dated January 26, 1980 to Mr. Harold |

Denton, which requested that all future meetings relating to Dairyland
Power Cooperative's La Crosse Boiling Water Reactor (LACBWR) be held in
the La Crosse, Wisconsin area. You also expressed concern about the
decision by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board which allowed expansion i

of the La Crosse spent fuel storage pool.
;

With respect to the meeting cancelled by Dairyland, Mr. Richard Vollmer
of my staff during a telephone discussion on January 15, 1980, advised
Ms. Ann Morse an intervenor in LACBWR proceedings, that if the meeting
on the projected operating lifetime of LACBWR is rescheduled, the NRC
staff would hold such a meeting in the La Crosse area. Please be assured !that if such a meeting is rescheduled it will be held in your state and
notice will be provided so that interested persons will be aware of the
date, time and location.

We do recognize that it can be advantageous for the staff to meet with
intervenors and interested groups such as yours. Such informal meetings
can be arranged on an ad hoc basis to allow these persons or groups
to comunicate their concerns so that the staff can consider them in
their review process and keep these interested persons aware of relevant
staff activities involving the plant. This also assists in the public's
understanding of the NRC's role in regulating nuclear power plants.
Hcwever, the technical meetings conducted routinely on all nuclear plants
are a necessary and desirable means of communicating during the course '

of a review or evaluation of a technical problem. It is not our procedure
to systematically invite public participation during these meetings
because the exchange of useful information between technically qualified'

individuals could be seriously ' encumbered if such meetings were used
to air individual grievances. Moreover, the cost and time associated
with sending all of the NRC's review staff and its consultants to Wisconsin
for routine meetings would be excessive.

The discussion which follows is in regard to your concern about the Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board authorizing the fuel pool expansion and your
objection to continued operation of LACBWR.

The Coulee Region Energy Coalition was admitted in 1978 as an Intervenor
party to participate in two proceedings before the Comission's Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board. The first proceeding, fuel pool expansion,
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Mr. Paul Prevenas -2-
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has recently concluded with issuance of the Licensing Board's decision
approving a license amendment '.r LACBWR. One issue has been referred by
the Licensing Board for revie, ay the Commission's Atomic Safety and
Licensing Appeal Board. This issue concerns requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act as it applies to the proceeding on the fuel pool
expansion. i

Presently, a second proceeding has begun to consider the 1974 application !

by Dairyland Power Cooperative for conversion of its provisional operating
license to a full-term license. The Commission issued in 1976 a Draft
Environmental Statement of all environmental factors to be considered in
the proposed license conversion. The Draft Statement was circulated to .

appropriate Federal and State agencies for comment and also was made available
to the public. We anticipate the issuance of the Final Environmental
Statement in March 1980.

A hearing will be hold in Wisconsin by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
in the near future to consider evidence addressing several environmental con-
tentions submitted by the Coalition for hearing. At the conclusion of hearing,
the Licensing Board will decide if the environmental impacts ~of granting a
full-term license for the LACBWR would preclude issuance of the full-term i

license by the Commission. ;

We do not believe there is any secrecy involving NRC's regulating activities
pertaining to LACBWR. Documents, correspondence and other material pertinent
to the licensing activities of this plant are available for inspection by your
group and other interested persons at the Local Public Document Room, La Crosse
Public Library, 800 Main Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601.

I hope that this letter is responsive to your concerns.
!

Sincerely,

|(Signed) 2. Xevin Cornell
s

' William J. Dircks
Acting Executive Director

for Operations ;

i

cc: Senator William Proxmire
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1 POST OFFICEOBGX"68
DURAND , WISCONSIN 54736

" Working for a safe energy future " r;<

f.
Member Groups January 26, 1980 [

Alternttive Power Alliance
M dison.WI 53703 The Honorable William Proznire E:

Beaver Creek Eafe Energy AMiance United States Senat,e :
Whitenal WI 54773 Washington, D.C. 2f,510 {,

Citinns Actavely United for Safe Energy
Manomonie. WI 54751

IEAR SENATOR PROXMIRE: '

Citions for Clean Energy
Alma.WI 54610 |

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which was sent to Mr. |

Citiuns for Safe Energv Harold Denton of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, |Geys M.I s.WI 54631 tisking that g 6ture meet @ s~yith the NRC about the i

Cmuns for the Future Osnoa nuclear powerMntWEeld in the IACrosse area. |
Durand. W 54736

C.tinns f er Tomcero. Wir feel that this request is especially justified in light
"

Rock Faus. WI 54765 of the fact that several member 3 of the Coulee Region ;

Energy Coalition (one of our member groups which has |

crc $. -[i$6 intervened before the NRC in Genos reactor proceedings) !
,

* "''* '

drove to Washington earlier this month to attend a meeting |
Eau Gatie C.tavns *or Safe Energy with the NRC requested by Dairyland Power Cooperative, only j

En hie. M 54737 to find upon reaching Washington that the meeting had been
Famit.es for Safe Energy Cancelled.

Elmwood. WI 54740

The fact that Dairyland Power Cooperative cancelled thecarmers United for Safe Energy
cier.. cod c ry, wi 54013 meeting because_the intervenors were present speaks for

itself.
Neightaors fcr Safe Energy

Mord0v. WI 54755
If our member groups are to continue working in the system,

Nortnern inunaer then it is crucial that they be afforded a reasonable op-
. Eau Claire.WI 58701 portunity for input.

Nort*.ern Thuncer Nortn ,

Turtie Lane. WI 54E89 We urge you to ask the NRC to honor our request, and hold
any additional meetings or hearings COncerning the. GenoaPeopse Agrnst Nucacar Energy

Pra.rie 8a.m WI 54762 nuclear pover plant in the Lacrosse, Wisconsin Vicinity.

#' ,'g. c'.',I,,,S[,hi: We h0Pe you share our belief that this is a reasonable and
'

,

justified request, and that you contact the NRC about it
Pepin Cou9t. C:tgens ter Safe Energt without delay,

A r ka 952 c,, WI 54721

| Thank you for your time and efforts.Pum Cst, C Ntes f or Saf P E n' *gv
Pi.e 0 . V.! 5 76; i

TRC MS, 2/11...To EDO For Directam c re. saure s
Mon = . . e.i #s 7:5 ' q Reply... Suspense: Feb.20

,,

Ei""1W.nona No +. ,smn C,ian:e Paul Prevenas
*' *

.c.n,,a *. 559?? to Dceket.. 80-0305
Board of Directors
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* Working for a safe energy future "

January 26, 1980 !
'

Mernber Groups
[

Altrrnative Power Athance Mr. Harold Denton - Chairperson
Madison.WI 53703 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Besver Creek Safe Energy Alliance Washington, D.C. 20555
Whitenall,WI 54773

Cetas s A ety L. nitec cr Safe Energy

citizens for Clean Energy The Badger Safe Energy Alliance is a coalition of twenty -

#'"''*' ''8'O ,

citizen action groups who are working together to promote i

Citizens for Safe Energy the rapid developnent of renewable energy resources in our
Gays Minis.WI 54631 region, and to oppose unsafe and environmentally unsound

C;tizens for the Future energy projects proposed by the utilities. j
Durand. WI 54736

|
We have ea.aed a reputation for responsible citizen inter- i

C#*'n]|,'p,[E"547s4 vention before both the Wisconsin Public Service Commission,
and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Our !

Coutge Region Energy Coahtion several hundred individual members, primarily family farmers, !

Lacrosie. Wi 54601 share a deep concern for our environment, and for the i

Esa Gane Citizens for Safe Energy adm.inistration of justice through our American system of law.
Eau Gaile.WI 54737

Famshes fo. Safe Energy We are extremely disappointed by the recent decision by the
Elmwood.WI 5474o Atcznie Safety and Licensing Board chaired by Charles Beck-

hoefer to allow the capacity of the spent fuel storage pool i

'*""{,'(nL $ Safe Ene' at the Genoa, Wisconsin nuclear power plant to be increased.d
,, , 03

One of our member groups, the Coulee Region Energy Coalition |Ne.shbors for Safe Energy (CREC), intervened in that proceeding, and provided an ex- '

* "d '" *' 5d755 cellent case not only against the fuel pool expansion, but
nortnern Taunoer against the continued operation of the marginal, aging, and

Eas Ciaire.Wi 54701 unreliable reactor as well.

u tle LaYe WI b9 IL approving the pool expansion, the Licensing Board gave
' "

Da.'ryland Power (who owns ant'. operates the Genos reactor) -!
e F rm WI '4;6 every benefit of the doubt, While turning its head aVay'" ' "'

Pr
from obvious, even glaring problems associated with running ;

Peop4e for Safe Energy this reactor, which is the smallest operating commercial I
H2ger City.WI 54014 nuclear power plant in the Nation. Give'n the marginal nature l

ptDm Coun'y Cetuens for Safe'Ene.gy of the power produced at the Gence, reactor, the decision to |
Ae kansaa. W1 54 721 allow its continued operation by expanding the capacity of !

r.u , :ny C.iaens toe Safe Energy its spent fuel pool is a disservice to the citizens of our

85urr C.ts . W: 54761 State.
i

n$a.5E4755 Moreover, ve are outraged that Dairyland Power Cooperative *
|.

i

..**4 *@rtne n $Jr* Mha" e .

!. . . :, 4. ?.". 5%S7 -

DLLPE 860 to4 64% '
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0Earold Denton (page two)
f.'

cancelled a scheduled meeting to discuss problems vith the Genos reactor
~

vith the NRC after finding that members of CREC had driven to Wahington
to be present for the discussion.

The aura of secrecy surrounding the Genoa reactor., and the contempt for g.

responsible co-op member involvement shown by Dairyland Power, can no [
longer be tolerated. The members of the " cooperative", as well as the i

general publie, deserve to be included in all decisions concerning the N ji
,

'

Gence nuclear power plant. ,

The Badger Safe Energy Alliance therefore strongly reque,sts that the
.

NRC hold any and all meetings concerning the Genoa reactor in the Iacrosse,
Wisconsin area.- This will not only facilitate co-op member involvement,
but vill afford a fair and reasonable opportunity for input from the _

intervenors. -
.

.

We remind you that because Wisconsin lav exempts electric cooperatives
from the jurisdiction of the Public Service Con: mission in our State, the
NRC is the ONLY regula+.ory agency that can adequately oversee the situation

.

at the Genoa reactor. And it is ONLY before the NRC that the public can
find any refress of grievances against the operators of the plant.

.

We believe that our request is quite reasonable, and that the NRC should
travel to the Lacrosse area for any future meetings concerning the Genoa ;

reactor, whether the meeting is requested by Dairyland Power or not.
P

If the NRC chooses to deny this request, it can only raise a serious
doubt as to the Commission's impartiality in the Genos power plant pro-
eeedings.

VERY TRULY TOURS: ;

p t-
Paul Prevenas
Board of Directors
Badger Safe Energy Alliance .

.

.

ec orable william Proxmire, U.S. Senator
Honorable Gaylord Nelson, U.S. Senator

'

Honorable Al Baldus, U.S. Representative
Mr. Stanley York, Chairperson, Wisconsin Public Service Commission
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January 15, 1980
*

.

NOTE TO: Harold Denton

I responded to your call from Ann Morris, Lacrosse intervenor. She expressed
strong feelings that the cancellation of last Friday's scheduled meeting with
Dairyland Power, cancelled Thursday. P.M., by Dairyland while the intervenors
were en route, was because of the intervenors anticipated attendance. I
assured Ms. Morris that the NRC would continue to make every attempt to keep
them informed of activity on the Lacrosse case. Further, if the meeting on
the projected operating lifetime of LaCmsse was rescheduled, we would hold
the meeting in Wisconsin to assure their attendance.

.

% signed by:
h E. Yeummer

Richard H. Vollmer

cc: E. Case
D. Eisenhut
D. Ziemann
J. Shes
C. Woodhead
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