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February 27, 1980

CHAIRMAN

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
POOR QUALITY PAGES

The Honorable Harry Hughes
Governor of Maryland
Annzpolis, Maryland 21404

Dear Governor Hughes:

I appreciate your letter of December 31, 1979 expressing concern about
cleanup activities at Three Mile Island and offering suggestions regarding
procedures the Commission should follow. The program which the Commission
intends to follow will, I believe, be responsive to your concerns and
suggestions.

Consistent with your view on the need for a prospectus on the cleanup
operation, General Public Utilities (GPU) has already submitted a “Summary
Technical Plan for TMI-2 Decontamination and Defueling," dated December 12,
1979. This plan appears to be generally compatible with the tentative
program prepared by the NRC staff. 1 am enclosing a copy of an NRC staff
draft response to Congress, which describes the staff program and also
contains the GPU plan as an attachment.

The Commission will seek public comment regarding the extent to which the
programmatic environmental im, act statement should address specific actions
in the cleanup program. The staff has held several of these EIS scoping
meetings (January 29, 1980 in Harrisuurg, Pennsylvania; February 12 in
Middietown, Pennsylvania; and February 15 at the University of Maryland,
Baltimorc Campus). In addition, in response to a request by Maryland Dele-
gate Catherine Riley, Mr. Richard Volimer attended a meeting on February 1
in Havre de Grace, Maryland, at which many of these issues were discussed
with public and local officials.

Pending completion of the programmatic statement (and appropriate supple-
ments as decontamination progresses), it is the Commission's intention that,
except in the event of an emergency, no radioactive discharges will be
authorized except as stated in the enclosed May 25, 1979 Commission State-
ment. As further noted in the November 21, 1979 Commission Statement of
Policy, copy enclosed, no new approvals for decontamination of waste water
nor releases of radioactive gas from the TMI-2 containment will be allowed
prior to environmental review and opportunity for public comment. This
opportunity, of course, extends to the State of Maryland c¢nd the Commission
will be pleased to have Maryland's views on any such proposals. The Atomic
Energy Act provides for public participation in license  amendment proceedings,
should amendments to the facility license be required in connection with
decontamination activities.

8003200009 H



The Honorable Harry Hughes -2 -

The Commission will provide ample notice to allow Maryland and other interested
parties to comment on proposed discharges prior to the granting of any
authorization for discharges. Obviously, if Maryland wishes to arrange with
Pennsylvania for monitoring these discharges, such arrangements do not

require NRC approval. Commissioners Bradford and Gilinsky would have gone a
step further and would have directed the staff to contact appropriate Maryland
officials to arrange for monitoring of any proposed discharges.

Singerely,

Hlho

ohn F. Ahearne

Enclosure:

1. NRC staff draft response
to Congress

2. May 25 and November 21, 1979
Commission Statements



RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS

IN

NOVEMBER 20, 1979 LETTER

FROM

SENATOR GARY HART

AND

SENATOR ALAN K. SIMPSON




ENCLOSURE 6 |

Summary
Technical Plan

for TMI-2 Decontamination
and Defueling

Metropolitan Edison Company
December 1 2,1878
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The staff is directed

decontaminate and dispose of radioactively
water from the Three Mile 1sland facility. The Assessment will b
into several portions. The first portion of the Assessment will
proposed decontamination of intermediate-level waste water usin
system at TMI. The Assessment should include discussion of potential risks to
the public health and safety, including occupational exposures and the risk of
accidental releases, and a discussion of alternatives to the EPICOR
Pending completion of this portion of the Assessment and opportunity for

the staff should direct the licensee not to operate the
Testing of the EPICOR-II system without using contaminated

Except for discharge of waste water decontaminated by the

- a . ; ] e 3 X e
existing EPICOR-1 decontamination system—/ and discharge of industrial waste

)
J

waters as consistent with the facility operating 11 , no discharge of
waste water shall be permitted until completion of 2 second portion of the
Assessment dealing with any such propose 1sc] . This portion shall in-
clude a discussion of alternatives to discharge into the Susquehanna River.

The decontamination and disposal of high-level waste water will be the subject

However, the Director of the Office of Nuclear

Primarily pre-accident waste water from Unit 1 which has been partially
contaminated by water from Unit 2, with an activity level .of less than
1 microcurie per cc. prior to treatment and with an activity level approxi-
mately 10~/ microcuries per cc. in the discharge canal after treatment.

Maste water slightly contaminated (approximately 10~/ microcuries per cc.)

due to leakade from secondary plant service support systems. The cischarge
of this industrial waste water is necessary 10 maintain TMI Unit 2 in &

safe condition. q |'-f0§6‘+
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