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Mrs. Evelyn Stone
Ellis WDS Road
Pottstown, PA 19464

Dear Mrs. Stone:

I a= writing in respomse to yvour letter to the Commissicn rezardizg the acci-
dent at Three Mile Island. I regrzet that this answer tc wour let:er has been
delayed. The accident and its zo=sequeances have createc 2z s:bstaztial increase
in the agency's workload, whichk has prevented me frem resporiicg o you as
pro=ptly as I would have liked to.

here is currently a pause in licensing until recom=endztions cf the Kemeny
Cozmission and the NRC staff investigations have been eva_uz:ec, znd until
those r:zlevant to licensing are i=plemented.

Severzl NRC staff task forces hive been organized to identifr anc evaluate
safetw concerns, which originated from the Three Mile Islanc acciient, that
merit ccnsideration in the liceasing actions for presently czerating reactors
as we_.l as those for which operating licenses and ccnstructisn permits are
pendii=g.

The tas: fcrces' reviews have éisclesed a number of actioms in th: areas of
desigz a2nd analysis and plant cperations that will e requirsd ir the short
tern to provide substantial additZoral protection of the putlic h:alth and
safetv. ALl nuclear power plants iz operation or uzder ccas:tructioz will be
affecszei to varying degrees by the specific recommezdatiocs.

With vezaré to the possible future cperation of ™I Unit 2, the Commission has
ordered that a public hearing be conducted to detercine whetzer tze facility
shoulé -e operated and, if so, under what conditions restart of Uzit 1 would
take place. Prior to start of the hearings, the NR{ stafZ «ill conduct a
review cf technical informatior concerning the restart cf Urit 1. As part of
this review, the NRC staff will coniuct meetings with tie lizersez in the
sresence of the public, and the pzblic will be givez the cpzorturity to raise
questiczs and to make statements. Juring the heari=g, the tackmi:zal issues
which are appropriate to assure t=e public health a=d safetr will alsc be
acddressad. In addition, the Hearinz Bcard zay ccasider tze :sychzlogical
impacs 2f future operation o= tae neardr co=munities. i corr cf the Cozmxission
Order waich outlines the issues tz >e consiZered is enclesec fer rour infc+mation.
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With regard to Three Mile Islazd Unit 2, the licensee 22s zot yet seant to the
NRC a proposal for plant recovery, although the licens2e is cocducting feasi-
bility studies. It is not possible at this time to determine vhem such pro-
posels for recovery may be szbzitted or how much tize w11l be needec for the
required reviews and approva.s in connection with Unit 2's recovery. I would
note, however, that the licezsee's authority to operatz T"nit 2, except for
those actions necessary to keep the reactor shut down, was suspended by Order
of July 20, 1979.

I appreciate your concerns azd assure you that every eifor: is being made to
ensure the coantinued protectioz of the health and safe-y of the public, not
only at the Three Mile Islan: Station, out also at zll nuclear power plants.

-

Harolé R. Deat:n, Zirecter
Office of Nuclzar feactor Regulation

Encl: Order and Notice of Eszaring
datec 8/9/79



