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Dear Mr. 0.en: .==r

Your letter to Chalman Ahearne regarding t e exceditious restart of Three Mile ==g

Island Unit 1 (T'<I-1) has been referred to ::e fcr response. I regret that this
'

answer has been delayed. The accident and its consecuences have created a sub- -

stantial increase in the agency's wrkload, whicn has prevented us from respond- t+

ing to you as crom:tly as we would have liked. ' 57
b=E =On July 2,1979, the Com:aission ordered that TMI-1 remain in a cold shutdown

condition :mtil further order by the Coacission and stated that a public hearing W|
would oe held ;:rior to restart of iMI-1. Tne Ccanission believes that public
participation is a vital ingredient in matters related to TMI-1 restart plans. =

. .::=

On Augus 3,1979, the Concission issued an additional Order on TMI-1 specifying Fi
the basis for the Shutdown Order and the procedures to govern the hearing re-
garding restart. Cn the basis of this hearing, the Cocnission will detenaine

. . .

whethe. ar.j further operation of THI-1 will be permitted and, if so, under what [ . ... . . .

conditions. I have enclosed a copy of the August 9,1979, Order for your in- !J. :|Te
fomation. FZ

=:.

The Co rission's Order also identifies a nr.ber of iteas that must be resolved !M
i

h .25=
prior to restart. These items, which are listed on pages 5-7 of the Order, in- z

clude ou: ;o beyond those required for restar: cf other Babcock & Wilcox-desien :=

presse ized water reactors similar to IMI Units 1 and 2. These additional items t.: @
incluce those recomiended by the Lessons Learned Task Force, which studied the

h.. ._=-
.

THI accident.
E' ::=.=

The Coa-ission carefully considered the tine recuired for coc:pleting all tasks -

related to the 0-der. (A Cotraissicn schedule calling for expeditious handling t+:EEr
of the r,ecessary IF.C staff and ' procedural actions required for the hearing . process i==
is previded on tne last oage of the Com.ission's Order.) Based on that schedule, !====

fr=L
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Mr. Janes E. Own -2- FEBRUARY 2 8 1980 .. :p. :.7...

j=q==:e
t-

I do not believe trat the restart of TF.I-I could occur before September 1980 . f
approximately cne . war from the date of iss:ance of the August 9,1979, Order. p
While we are cencerned about the er,ergy sho-tage, our primary responsibility !; . -..
is to the ;ublic health and safety. p .g=;j

. .]

I ara pleased to previde you with this inforaation. ]-2]
...=:.3_

Sincerely, ;g g
= = =

u(' % L N Y ' i:?=a

E. 2. M ' (Y .Y df2

.
' Parold R. Denton, Director h

Cffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation [.) =
;:.=

Encl osare: Co:r.issica Order dated August s,1979 L -
;:
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