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Mr. Janes 2. Owen
2413 Sumait Roed
Bartlesvilie, Cklatoma 74003

Dear Mr. Owen:

Your letzer to Cha’rman Ahearne recardinc tie exoeditious restart of Three Mile
Island Unis 1 (TI1-1) has been referred to ne fcr response. I regret that this
answer has been celayed. The accicent and its conseguences have created 2 sub-
stantial incre2se in the agency's workload, whicn has orevented us from respond-
ing to you as cromotly as we would have 1ikad.

On July 2, 1973, the Commission ordered tha: TMI-1 remain in a cold shutdown {
condition until further order by the Comeission and stated that 2 public hearing )
would pe held prior to restart of ™I-1. Tre Comission believes that public g
participation is a vita] ingredient in matters related to TMI-1 restart plans. |

On Aucust :, 157%, the Commission issued an additional Crder on TMI-1 specifying :
the basis “or the Shutdown Order and the procedures to covern the hearing re- i
garding restart. (n the besis of this hearing, the Coomission will determine }
whethe= ar. €urther cperation of THI-1 will be cermitted and, if so, under what i
conditions. I have enclosed a copy of the August 9, 1573, Order for your in-
formaticn.

The Coxis:ion's (Order also identifies a nunber of items that must be resolved
prior to rzszart. These items, which are listec cn pages 5-7 of the Order, in-
cluce syt zo beyon: those recuired for restart ¢f other 3abcock & Wilcox-desicn
oressurize: water reactors similar to ™I Uaits 1 and 2. These additional items
incluce those recommended by the Lessons Lezrmec Task Force, which studied the
TMI accident.

The Com-ission carefully considered the time recuired for completing all tasks i
related to the Order. (2 Cormissirn sched.le czlling for expeditious handling i
of the necessary h3C staff and procecural zctiors required for the hearing process
is prevides on toe last oage of the Comission's Order,) Based on that schedule,
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I do nmot belfeve trat the restart of TMI-1 could occur before September 1980,
aporoximately cne wear from the date of isszance of the August 9, 1979, Order.
While we are concamed about the energy shortage, our primary responsibility

is to the public health and safety.

—

I am pleased to provide vou with this information.
Sincerely,

( Sl s o :!
\,"/ £ o a8 ~

~ karold R. Denton, Director ‘
(ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation :
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Enclosure: Commissicn Order dated August &, 1979
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