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Lordonderrv Manor
Middletown, Pa. 17057

Aupgust 18, 1979

Samuel J. Chilk

Secretary

Nuclear Resulatorv Commission

Inited States Nuclear Regulatorv Commission
Waahineton, D Coe 20555

Mr. Secretary:

My family and I live on Route U44] (Kiver Road) in Londonderrv
Townshin, directlvy across from Three Mile Island. This is anproximately
i of a mile from the crippled reactor. We evacuated our home on March 130
after the ventine (supposedlv controlled??) of radioactive sases from the
reactor. We were told by the utilitv and the NRC spokeepeople that the
radioactivity wae minimusl. I nuonte from a press release to the Harris-
burg Fatriot News of June 22, 10791 “The Nuclear Repulatory Commission
was tnld. Thureﬁav that it wil]l never know how much nuclear radiation
escared from the plant at Three Mile Island because the levels exceeded
the abilities of the nrlant instruments to mezacure them.* Furthearmnre,
Albert Gihson - of YOUR staff - statedfmsst that: “all the radiation
moritors i1n the vent stack where 28 murh as 80 % of the rediation ee-
c2ped wert ~ff ecale the morrine of the acrident.” 1Is this what vou
would call a minimual release of radioactivity? I question these asser-
tions that the relenae WAS Wlﬂ]muﬁ].

On the marnine of March 31 at about Q130 a,m, (havine care back
tn check on our house) I was at the end of my driveway when a Stote
Polire car drove up, A fellnw with a peiger counter jumped nut.and tonk
a reading, Uporn auectionine, he tnold me that he wae from Brookhaven In-
~tmtutan, T nekod what ¥ind nf voadine he wae cptting, His arswer wae
N0 millirems. Now, mv question te vou is 1 was this a MINIMUAL Aose
of radiation? WNet-Ed and the NRC contended that the readines into the
firet few days of the arcident were unavailable. What about the Brook-
haven's findines, or were they too hot to handle?

Your criteria for an ENO are ambiruous to sav the least, We are
expected to belicve Met-Fd and the NRC as vnu both state that no damare
was done throush the releacee from the crinpled reactor. After the way
the situation wae handled from March 2R through April 7, bv the Utility
ard the "RC, I perennallyv have mv Aonbte that we 2re settine a truthful
assecsment of the facts. Must people be Wlled and properties suffer ir-
renerable damase to YOUR criteria for an EXTKAORDINARY NUCLKFAR C@CURENCF-
Certainlv, there are nther thines that must be considereds PSYCHOLOGICAL
DAMAGFE and PROFERTY DFVALUATION.
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Another thine that 1 aur stion is the use of heliconters and
emall aircra;’ to measure radicartivity over the reactor and the sur-
rourdine area, Anv person with anv ameount of rerception (egperially
ccientific) wonld know and see that the action of the blades would
artunllv make 2anyv readines taven in thel ir very untrustworthy because
n? the turbulance created by the rotatipbn of the blad«s.

to

I wonld sav that natwithetandine your criteria, I and II thatsthe
apveral thousand peovle living within a five-mile radius of the reactor,
this certainly was an ENO of the first maegnitude.

On Mareh 31, Harold Denton was ready to call for an evacuation
nf the area, Whv wasn't this done? At the same time, VvOU neople of

the NRC were in Washineton, D.C.. aronizine over what should be donre,
all the while trvins %o handle the cityation ==-by remote control!!!
That in iteelf rremwc n~tantraphie to me! I think th~t vour vaunted

techroloey let vou Aawn. The peorle who ehould have known how to handle
the sitnation were-and stil]l are-very vague about the scientifics of
the whok thing.

The NRC blames Met-Ed for the accident., Met-Ed blames Bahcock
and Wileox. On the nther hapd, Babcock and Wilcox points the finger at
the NRC and Met-Ed. Juat where does the accountabilitv and blame lie?

I have before me a pamphlet from the Bureau of Radinlogical
Health, Rocrville, Marvliard. This is a summary and health impact of the
accident at Three Mile Ieland, Here is another eyample of bureaucratic
"sobble Ae roov." In essence it proiects the average dose of total ra-
diation which was received by the entire population, apnroximately
~,AN0,N00 pecple, within a fifty-mile radius of the plant. We all know
that takineg into conaideration wind and dispersion 1actors Over SO wlde-
er-ead 2an area would pive very low average readings. rrom what 4 unaer=

vanu, Less thau a hail millirem per person. Very good! I liken this

1o a eroup of Len boys,~"ne of whom hes 15 pimples on hie face. Now, usin
.ne aa hoc committee's reasoning we tahl say, “oh well, nrot pad at ati. 41
we average it out, each boy has only 1% pimples.” qyerritic! Sounas very
plausible aoesn't 1t? Not practical, thoughs 1,.a1'8 wnat 1 get trom the
averaging-uut process.

Met-Ea nas announcea 1n lue publ 1e€W aays that soon they wiil ve
reileasing rauloactive gases trom their containwent builailng over a perioc
01 abuut ju aayse 1 Delleve the NrC shoulu tszke a iung,nard loox at tnis
action, ana not let 1t occur. Tne Utility claims that tnis is ine mus b
{eusabie and economical way to dispose ot these gasesS. They speak nNuw ol
economy AFTER the protligate way they have been gpenulng wuney he pustl.
lew years = 1or high, high salaries for execut.ves, etc. Not one wurd
apuut the satety and health and welfare of local residents. Aibu, ihe
plans which they have for treating the radioacts /e water and uispersing
it back into the Susquehanna Kivei should be scrutinized VekY CAKEFULLYe
I'nese 1w0O aCllons are totally unacceptalbe to the local public, and must
not pe uiloweds Juuglng 1rom met-Ea's past performances, they aie bul®
to foul up tnese directives) and who knows whether or not 1t will actuall;
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. As 1or the start-up ot Unit I, ana the projected clean-up and
gtart-up of Unit II, I have my reservallonss Hhuw Cal a Company wnich

had a brand new facility, which they fouled-up so vadly ve expectea Lv
upetare either tacility in a sate manner? In looking over inspection
lalus reports ui Univ 1l 1or 1978 (iest perioda), I found various irepul -
able occurrences i1nvoiving cracked pipes due to vibration, malfunctions
01 switches, vent v. .ve suems, ana certain functional tests which were
not performea veca! .e ui tecnnical errors. now I ask, [s this the way to
operate a SAFE nuclear tacility?’ my neignuuis ano_l leel vely slluligly
on wnese 1ssues. We would like to see Three Mile Isianu ciusea for good.
Ynis means FERMANENTALLY. Ana, met-rzd's license snoula be REVOKED.

As an aadendum: I would like to point out to the commission that
there i= no viable or practical plan for the evacuation of our immediate
area. There is only one two-lane country read leading out of here to
one four-lane highwav ahout 3% miles away. Likewise, the people of Fal-
mouth - about 1% miles down the road - would be in the same situation.
As for the people on the farms, it seems that they have been completely
foreotten. Incidentally, if any of you would like a personally conducted
tour of the area, I would be glad to show you around.

I have tried to point out 3ome of our concerns, and I hope that
you will take note of them and notify me of your decisions.

Waiting for your reply,

b Al

Membter
Concerned Citizen of Londonderry

cctJoseph M. Hendrie, Victor Galinsky, Peter Bradford, J. fnearn,
J. Kennedy, Jimmy Carter.



