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Mr. Steven H. Weiss
P.0. Box 1942
Santa Ana, CA 92702

Dear Mr. Weiss:

I am writing in response to your letter to Commissioner Hendrie concerning
the Three Mile Island accident. I regret that this answer to your letter has
been delayed. The accident and its consegquences have created a substantial
increase in the agency's workload, which has prevented me from responding to
you as promptly as I would have 1iked to.

A team of investigators from the Nuclear Regulatory Cormission, the Environ-
mental Protection Aqency, and the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
calculated the dosec to the people Tiving within 50 miles of the Three Mile
Island site and estimated the number of new cancers that wor .d result from
the expcsure to the radioactivity that leaked out of the plant. The team
published their work in a report entitled, "Po~ulation Dose and Health Impact
of the Accident at the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station" (NUREG-0558).

They concluded that the offsite collective dose associated with radioactive
material released from March 28, 1979, to Apri® 7, 1979, represents minimal
risks (that is, a very small number of additi nal health effects to the
offsite population). Enclosed for your info'mation is a summary of NUREG-055S.

Althoush it is generally agreed that epidemiologic studies of the resident
population of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, could not detect any excess morbidity
or mortality due to radiation exposure from the accident at the Three Mile
Island facility, the Center for Disease Control and the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health (with assistance from the NRC) have conducted a census of the
population residing within five miles of Three Mile Island for the purpose of
providing an adequate registry for potential future studies of health effects.
The Department of Health of the Commonwealth nf Pennsylvania also 1s planning
to update the population ‘registry every five years over the next three decades,
In addition, the Health Department and several Pennsylvaniz universities are
nlanning or already are conducting studies of health effects including prec-
nancy outcome, congenital and postnatal thyroid diseases, mental health and
cytogenetic abnormalities.

!

Frice SEEE [EETETTRPRERS
= 8002290 2 F 2

&1 NRCN 0240 T US. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1979-289-369



-2 FEERUARY 15 1988

Although 1t 1s unlikely that these studies will be able to unravel the complex
etiology of these health effects, the NRC {s monftoring the studies and assist-
ing where possible through 1ts Radiological Health Standards Branch.

I appreciate your concerns and assure you that every effort is being made to
ensure the contfnued protection of the health and safety of the public, not
only at the Three Mile Island Statfon, but also at all nuclear power plants.

Sincerely,

|

Richard H. Vollmer, Director
Three Mile Island Support

Encl: Summary of NUREG=0558

*NOTE: SEE PREVIOUS YELLOW FOR CONCURRENCE
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