3370 Ricklyn Urive
unampersburg, Pennsylvania 172C

.
ervl Stearn

Dear s, Stearn:

Your latter to the Commission expressing your desire to shut down the Three
4ile Island nuclear station and your concern about the venting of radicactive
7jases has been referred to me for resnhonse, [ rearet that this answer nas
ceen delayed. The accident and its consequences have created a substantial
increase in the agency's workload, which has prevented us from resnondina to
you as promptly as we would have liked.

The Commission has orderad that a public heariny be conducted to determine
whether Three Mile Island Unit 1 should be operated and, if so, under what
conditions the restart would take place. Prior to start of the hearings, the
NRC staff will conduct a review of technical information concerning the re-
start of Unit 1. As part of this review, the NRC staff will conduct meetings
with the licensee in the presence of the public, and the public will be given
the opportunity to raise questions ard to make statements. During the hearina,
the technical issues that are appropriate to assure the pub’ alth and
safety will also be addressed. In addition, the Hearing Boa. 1y consider
the psychological impact of future operation on the nearby corwunities. A
copy of the Commission Order that outlines the issues to be considered is
enclosed for your information.

With regard to Unit 2, the licensee has not yet submitted to the NRC a proposal
for overall plant recovery, although the licensee is conducting feasibility
studies. It is not possible at this time to determine when such proposals for
recovery may be submitted or how much time will be needed for the required re-
views and approvals in connection with Unit 2's recovery. [ would note, however,
that the licensee's authority to operate Unit 2, except for those actions neces-
sary to keep the rea~‘or shut down, was suspended by Order of July 20, 1679.

With regard to your concern abou* the release of radioactive gases from the
reactor building of ™I Un‘t 2, such releases are not currently pemitted. Be-
fore the gases are disposei of by any method, NRC will eval.ate the impact and
the evaluation will be made available to the public. The Commission has also
decided that concerned ¢ tizens should be given the opoortunity to present their
views orally at a public meeting prior to any approval of oroposals to diipose
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action, we will assure that a thorouch assessment is completed oriur .o ralaase
of the contaninatad aases and that the health and safety of the offsite Jenula

C1on will oe argtactied,

le appreciate your concerns and assure vou that avery effort is being made t
ensure the continued srotaction of the health and safety of the public.

(]

Sinceraly,

-

Harold R. 2anton, Director
office of liuclear Reactor Regulaticn

Enclosure: Commission Order dated Auqust 9, 1373
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