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Dear Mr. & Mrs. Hain:

Thank you for your letters to Dr. Denton and to myself expressing your concern
about the release of radioactive gases from the Three Mile Isiand nuclear sta-
tion. I regret that this answer has been delayed. The accident and its conse-
qQuences have created a substantial increase in the agency's workload, which has
prevented us from responding to you as promptly as we would have liked.

The release of radiocactive gases from the reactor building of TMI Unit 2 is not
currently permitted. Before the gases are disposed of by any method, NRC will
evaluate the impact and the evaluation will be made available to the public.

The Commission has also decided that concerned citizens should be given the op-
portunity to present their views orally at a public meeting prior to any approval
of proposals to dispose of radioactive gases in the TMI Unit 2 reactor building.
By this course of action, we will assure that a thorouch assessment is completed
prior to release of the contaminated gases and that the health and safety of the
offsite population will be protected.

The very small dose of radiation that people in the area received at the time of
the accident came from radioactive gases that escaped from the auxiliary build-
ing. The average dose of radioactivity the population within 50 miles of TMI
received was approximately 4 millirems. The maximum exposure to any individual
was less than 100 millirems, which is less than the yearly dose each person re-
ceives as a result of natural backoround radiation. Doses at these levels re-
sult in less than one health effect over the 1ifetime of all people in this
area. Natural background radiation people in the Harrisburg area receive is
approximately 125 millirems per year. To put these doses into perspective, it
should be noted that a traveler flying »ound trip in a jet from New York to Los
Angeles receives 5 millirems of cosmic rays.

We appreciate your concerns and assure you that every effort is being made to
ensure the continued protection of the health and safety of the public.

Sincerely,

} S
- e o
chard v climer

8002 280630 .
Richard H. Vollmer, Director
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