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Dear Congressman Heinz: TEPA

I am writing in reply to your letter of November 30, 1979 to Mr. Carlton
Karinerer regarding a letter to you from Mr. William Edelstein of November 16,
1979. We appreciate Mr. Edelstein's suggestions for ways to dispose of the
contaminated water inside the reactor building at Three Mile Island, Unit 2.

The first method he suggests, of converting the contaminated water to steam,
is basically an evaporative method comonly used in comercial nuclear pcwer
pl ants. This method is under active consideration by Metropolitan Edison
(Met Ed) for possible use in the TMI-2 decontamination program. Before NRC
authorizes the use of this or any system, however, the staff will prepare an
environmental assessment that examines all feasible alternative methods. The
staff will recomend to the Comission the best alternative system from among
those assessed. The Comission will then render its decision as to which
alternative will be uscd.

The second rathod suggested, of freezing the water for removal and conversion
to water or steam, is not a developed technology. This method would also
raquire the manual handling of contaminated materials at some point in the
oceration, a procedure we prefer to avoid because of its potential danger to
the workers involved. This method also presents potential shipping prcblems.
NRC regulations prohibit shipments of unprocessed water because of the
potential hazard they represent to the environment in the event of an
accidental spill.

I trust that these answers adequately address Mr. Edelstein's concerns.

Sincerely.
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