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STATEME!T OF POLICY AND NCTICE OF INTENT T
PREPARE A PRO0CRAMATIC E?V””VY:""L DPACT STATRMENT

AGENCY: U.S. !uclear Pegulatery Commission

SN2IARY: The Muclear Regulatory Commission has decided tc pre-
pare a programmatic environmental impact statement cn the decon-
saminaticn and dispesal of radicactive wastes resulting from the
, 1879 aczident at Three Mile Island Uni
cime the Commissicn's staff has been moving in this dirzection.

In cthe Commissicn's judgment an overall study of the decontarmina-

O

ion ané dispcsal prcocess will assist the Commission in carTrying

out its regulatcory responsibilities under the Atosic Energy Act

o protect the public health and safety as cdecontaminat
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progresses. It will also be in keeping with the purposes of th

Naticnal Envirenmental Policy Aet tc engage the public in th
Commissicn's decision-making process, and to focus or envirconmental
issues and alternatives before ccomictments to specilic clean-up
cheices are zade. Addizionally, in light of the extracrdinary
mature of chis action and the expressed intervest of the President’s

Council on Eavizcrmental Qualicy ia the T™I-2 clean-up, the

Commission incends to co-cordinace its acticns with CEQ in
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seiculaz, Sefore cdecermining the scope of the programmaci

aviranmencal imzact scatemen: the Cocmission will comsult witch
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The Commissicn zecognizes that there ave still aveas cf unces-

cainsy regarding the clean-up cperation. For examp
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condizion of the reactzor core is neot known at this time and caanct

e kno rhe containment has been entered and the reacter
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vessel has been opened. For this reascn, it is unrealistic to
expect that the programmatic impact statedent will serve as a
blueprint, detaling each and every step ¢ be taken over the
ccming months and years with their likely impacts. That the
slanned programmatic statement inevitably will have gaps and will
act be a complete g:uide for all future actions dees not invali-
dace its usefulness as a planning tocl. As meore informaticn
becomes available it will be incorporated into the decision-zmaxing
srccess, and where appropriate supplements to the programmatic

.+

environmental impact statement will be issued. As the de.ontazina-

ticn of TMI-2 progresses the Commission will me'te any new informa-
sien .vailable %o the public and to the extent necessary will also

orepace separate envircnmental statements or assessaents IoT

individual portions of the overall clean-up efforc.

The development of a programmatic impact statement will net pre-
clude prompt Commission action when needed. The Ccmmissicn coes
recognize, however, that as with Iits Epicor-1Il approval action,
ay action taken in the absence of an overall izpact statement
will lead %o arguments that there has been an inadequate environ-
mencal analvsis, even where the Commission's action itself is
suzported by an envircnmental assesszent. As In settling upen
the scope of the programmatic impact statement, CEQ can len
assiscance here. For example should the Commission belcr

complecing its programmatic statezent decide that it is in cthe



[7590-01)

L, "'
b QJJ(}‘/L -l’ [ 3
bb“('w'cu,! 4/, '

oLy

best interest of the public health and safety to decontaminate

the high level waste water now in the containment building, eor
o purge that building of its zadicactive gases, the Commission

wi

11 consider CEQ's advice as tc the Commissicn's WEPA responsi-
bilities. Mecreover, as stated in the Commissicn's May 25
statemen:, anv action of this kind will not be taken until it has

ndergene an envizonmental review, and
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tunity fcr public comment provided
. : w1 ..
However, ccnsistent with our May 15 Statement, we reccgnize that

there =ay e emergency situaticns, not now foreseen, which sheoul
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they cccur weuld require rapid action. To the extent practicable

the Commission will consulcs wich CEQ in these situations as well.
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(’lich the help of the public's cocmments on our preposals we inten
o assure, pursuant to NEPA and the Atomic Energy Act, that the

clean-up of ™I-2 is done consiscently with che public health and
safety, ani.wi:h awareness of the chcices ahead. Ve are dirtecting
our staff o include in the prograzmmatic envizcnmen=al izpact

scacement on the decontaminatisn and dispesal of TMI-I wastes

-

an overa.l description cf che planned activities and a schedule for

cheiz complesion aleng with a discussion of alternatives ceonsidezed



ancd the rationale for choices mace.

to keep us advised cof their progress
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We are alsc directing cur st
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Dated at Washinge=on, D.C. this 2 =day of November, 1979.

For the Commissicn
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Commission



