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Ms. Debbie Stein
159 W. 73 St.
Apt. 3R
New York, NY 10023

Dear Ms. Stein:

I am writing in response to your letter to President Carter regarding the
Three Mlle Island incident. I regret that this answer to your letter has
been delayed. The accident and its consequences have created a substantial
increase in the agency's workload, which has prevented se from responding
to you as promptly as I would have liked to.

The average dose of radioactivity received by the population within 50 miles
of Three Mile Island was approximately 4 millirems. The maximum exposure to
any individual was less than 100 millirems, which is less than the yearly dose
each person receives as a result of natural background radiation. Doses at
these levels result in less than one health effect over the lifetime of all
people in this area. Natural background radiation received by people in the
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, area is approximately 125 millirems per year. To
put these doses into perspective, it should be noted that a traveler flying
round trip in a jet between New York City and Los Angeles receives 5 millirems
from cosmic rays in the natural background.

The preliminary findings on the health effects of the radioactive materials
released are contained in the interagency task force report, " Population Dose
and Health Impact of the Accident at the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station"
(NUREG-0558). The radioactive materials that were released were primarily

! radioactive gases. The radioactivity was almost entirely from xenon, which is
a chemically inactive gas. As the gases leaked out, the winds diluted them.
To determine if food grown in the area will be contaminated, the Department of
Energy measured the amounts of radioactivity present in the samples of soil,

,

water, air and vegetation.

Based on these samples and other information it was concluc.ed that the prin-
cipal isotopes in the escaped gases were xenon-133 and xenot-135. Although
radioactive iodine was found in samples of some milk, the corcentration was
less than 1% of the concentration permitted by NRC regulationa. Other food
samples were tested by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration aad none of the
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377 food samples tested contained reactor-produced radioactivity. Thus, the
offsite collective dose associated with radioactive material released from
March 28, 1979 to .spril 7, 1979 represents minimal risks (that is, a very
small number of additional health effects to the offsite population).
Enclosed for your information is the summary of a report on the population
effects (NUREG-0558).

The small amount of radioactive iodine that was released from the plant was
primarily iodine-131 (I-131). This isotope decays to nonradioactive elements
by giving off beta radiation. The time it takes for one-half of the radio-
active atoms to decay away is called a half-life. The half-life for I-131 is
eight days. By this time, the small amount of I-131 released has largely
decayed, and therefore no longer exists as radioactivity in the environment.

I appreciate your concerns and assure you that every effort is being made to
ensure the continued protection of the health and safety of the public, not
only at the Three Mile Island Station, but also at all nuclear power plants.

Sincerely,

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Encl: Summary of.NUREG-0558

.

|

l
j

.

l

|

|
-

1



"- d- - - - - - - - - '

ItA LA 15 S.N.SI - 3R
f/l,'.. Manhautta ,b9s

'~) A 4 s,he bkr go m
pc

Spot 10, R 7 ')% hk bt -

WIu(i \tw ,'b L DCsco g
hua L tb r Cade & tth,a d % Gescuo.

6 ct vo y etwt w u
.(c Leto

dN ct#co tte W W ~ 4c prt* d-.

~ to ei g l., Gntt4tt ,uudictacuth n oK wy4gkdhwl ucm _ viet t.s to h t T ab-

t
tL&us.a R ' b h t. ttrd cm n a tcth w w b
h kakOcdvd) (cc&ctbe Gaes.usk i.ed%. AJ 04 A t u c<det J
gaa cu m}tttk( p & R t.uc.s & luultk<e&cc& -

Je eo_,ww d c R dvA :3pu ba4 .phod-A
,d"Pt A E Ok'c' ? M ^ c' dic Ghtd;dt, Cu" k b M C4k k .tt'''h3c

CL %f2p 3 a%L .a d ic&ca un n mrat.

mla
. d kamSew['tulc , CLwck (Owucwcdl[U. ctrt. ht.CI 40

nov w wher au

b . d u g AGa\. d n o upo.eme
L t u pd c A h c a. n u.3 4

s

b tit % 4c) ocot u 4f

bp caute cf ko.diocteSNR.ts 4o wid.ttr
_

. dd Ab q utohe W g-

q4ScMca._ gore (tv4ttee 9470%_ g g
cta in take w[Erm. Plecta ctcu . at
sa 4t, % de.&tem bc hut wnn Re

w %sttdek h .tc hi.h d.:.dtJ'
bckt
L

tk dAcusst_ otda& .kt dtd
d.. ye eicat 02 Lcts k*

Te - agAcryts,dg' (he fuasN, n kg
-



- ..

.

.
*

. .
. .

O

"
.

M h4td CTf_hOw kb N hLfu.c t

C utw u_>d4tt r -M p,yv ala
1c -b'ru. -

-

$cmLDu 3
m

Jo LLu_ -

MR 5%
> D ~TYk

e s J\\ 1 ]hd dki/6
9 *]D|

0

fu num smens sums anna muss amas emme, ,,,,, ,,,,,

Icro
I PresidentJimmyCarter

.

'

-

I THEWHITEHOUSE p6d
| Washington,D.C.20500 5; 6

i<;
.

Dear President' Carter: 6 Yis
I'm a concerned citizen and I want to know why @ :1

your administration has ignored the warnings of 3
the L'nion of Concerned Scientists. I want to know ii -

a why Energy Secretary Schlesinger is making the - |77"9
|j g.j

i"yg recommendation to speed up nuclear plant con-struction in the face of glaring evidence of critical gg
[p g

I safety problems. Please let me hear from youg:g'promptly.
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