L O

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

L WASHINGTON D C. 20555

Mr. George S. Colburn, Vice-President
Blume Tree Services, lncorporated
; ¢
. « DOX ] |
iston, Texas 77001

Dear Mr. Colburn
This is in reply to vour letter of November 28, 1979, about licensing of
)f ruclear wer piants.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is committed Lo protect the public health
and safety. The Three Mile Island accident resulted in a need for changes 1in
the approach to safety. The Nuclear Regulatory mission has found that
yct ions recommended by its own staff and by the President's Commission on the
Accident at Three Mile Island in the areas of human jonal
safety, emergency planning, nuclear power plant desi health
effects, and public information are necessary and fee
At this time we are preparing for review and appr..ai D) » Nuclear Regulatory

ission an Action Plan that will specify the preci be taken.
This Action Plan will include new or improved safety tailed
crite=~ia for their implementation, and various i ple 1nes. uur
1wal is to have approved NRC requirements available ties shortly

: after February 15, 1980.

It is recognized that there will be a significant effect on the availability
of wer generating capacity if those plants now in the final stages of
construction do not receive operating licen by the dates previously
anticipated, and every effort is being made to avoid unnecessary delays.

Sincerely,
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Novembenr 28, 1979

Mr. Harotd R. Denton

Nuclear Regulatony Commission
1717 H Street, N.W.
Washangton, D.C. 20555

Dean Ma. Denton:

On November 5, the Nuclear Regufatory Commission decdided to siop
issuing construction permits and operating Licenses gfor nuclear
powen plants.

1t is our opinion that the NRC §reeze is ifl-advised, (LL-timed, and
not in the best intenest of the country. 1t comes at a Time when

we could be offsetting the oil we are Losing from Iran. 1L 4s our
understanding that there are seven nucfear wiits awaiting the Licenses
that would allow them to stant operations. Since the typical nuclear
neacton displaces about 10 miflion barrels of oif per year, this
freeze comes at a time when we could use the o4il.

Each week that these units are not in overaiion the cost, gor each
unit, to the consumen for internest and neplacement energy will be
$4 million to $8 million depending on whethen the energy comesd grom
coal, o4l ox a combination of the two. oo

The presidential commission which investigated the Three Mile Tstand
sceddent nefected the kind of moratorium that the NRC has imposed.
They suggested that each nuclear unit be considered on a plant by
plant basis. This greeze igrores the many inditiatives that have
been taken by the nuclear power industry since the accident. The
Lessons Learned grom the acceident can be, have been, and are being
applied without the greeze.

We hope you will neconsider this action and begin Lo issue Licenses
and permits s0 that this vital industry can operate efficiently.

Very by youns,

s /'// N
oo g Halde—
George”S. Colbun
Vice-President
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