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''N CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: With this hearing today,-the l

-) |

House Select Committee on Three Mile Island is down its formal

investigative hearings on the areas of responsibility assigned

to this Committee by the House of Representativ~s. We do an-e
;

ticipate holding at least one more meeting on the subject of

energy in general with representatives from the Governor's
+<..n. . . r. .,,, e ,e , au,., - t ,o =i. ., ~ 4 ,- .. ., . ~ . ~ > - 4. ,- ,

Energy Council and alternate energy interests as we were

charged in the resolution to look at the role axf nuclear power

; in the state.

As of today, the Committee has held 20 hearings

and heard from over 150 witnesses from the professional sector,
f

the public sector and the administration.

n'' Thc Committee intends to meet its mandated dead-

line and report to the House.of Representatives on October

25th. We hope that the report, at that point, is complete

and we may have to work up a final d raft after we see .what the. . . , ,

Presidential Commission in Washington has to say about their

responsibility. Some of you know, we have been trading testi-

many back and forth.

In the course of the hearings the Committee has
-

1

| heard from all of the significant Cabinet officers, public

.-

health officials, communications officials, and on today's

agenda, from the media.

O,s_

*
.
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("N) On today's agenda the Committee is looking into
w-

the impact of the media in relationship to the TMI incident.

With us today are Mr. Joseph Higgins who is the General

Manager of WHP, the CBS affiliate; Mr. Saul Koehler, Executive

Editor of the Patriot Evening flews; the Honorable Sheldon

Parker, General Manager, Pennsylvania Public Television
> a - . - ~ ~ . a r: ++ ~ .(,, o .. 2- . . . ,r. -.. .

.

>, ,. .

Network; Larry J. Messinger, News Director, Technical

Operators, Pennsylvania Public Television; Mr. Michael Ziegler,

Executive Vice President of Channel 33; and Mr. Paul Critchlow,

the Governor's Press Secretary.

Our first witness will be Mr. Joseph Higgins.

This is kind of nasty, Joe. They said you would be here if_

''-
you were not out playing golf -- from WHP Radio and Television.

JOSEPH HIGGINS, called as a witness, being duly

sworn by Chairman Wright, testified as follows:

> - , . . . , - :,. - .._,m.r,.. .
. .

, .

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: I assume you'd like to make an;

introductory statement. If you do, we'd like to hear it.

MR. HIGGINS: My introductory statement has to

deal with the fact that I am very pleased to be here and I'm
.

looking forward to whatever material. I'm deeply dedicated to

the news business and particularly in the broadcasting industry.-

and I think that this hearing or series ofhearings, and in

(~T particular today, is going to be very very revealing to all ofu)

1
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() you and I hope we tell you some new information and if it isn't

new, I just hope we review what you thought you knew. Thank

you very mtwh.

BY CilAIRMAN 'JRIGHT:

Q I think it's safe to say that in our conversations

.with our witnesses, .we have found thr.t in most situations the3, x m. . a r m. .,

1

broad area of communications was a major problem in the acci- )
I

dent that happened at Three Mile Island. To paraphrase, A told 1

|
B what was going on but F forgot to tell G what was going on.

We have not talked to you people yet. We are today. We have
,

;

found department heads who passed down information to one level

Iand somebody at the locr1 1evel didn't get the information and

was guessing as to what the results were or what the proper in-

formation was and, frankly, more often than not, had to rely !

upon the media, at least out in the field and at the local

~~^ ''' '
levels; and then make their' decisions based on what the media

was telling them. Ubat was your experience in 'getting accu- )
l

rate information?

A We never knw when we had accurate information.
.

- No time did we think that what we knw at the moment we knew it,

that was the end of the line.
.

If I may take you back to the Wednesday and then

the Thursday and then the Friday and then the Saturday and then -

. . . . .. .
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(} the Sunday and then say on Monday, it was almost -- the story

was over for all practical purposes on Monday from a beginning

point on Wednesday. ~

The Wednesday point began so early in the morning

and it was such a story that you had to verify. Our people

knew it for better than an hour before we put it on the, air- > . u . .. ,,n, . , s a. - r a ,, ,,, , . . .. n.-

because they couldn't get comfortable that this was right.

So, after it finally did break and then all day Wednesday and

then Thursday, when calls started coming in from around the

country, most had to deal with credibility and I would say the

part that was most bothersome to us was not the accuracy of the

story, but the credibility of what we were hearing and I would_s

say that the major news people around the country and around

the world tackled credibility until Monday. And on the

Wednesday, the Thursday, and by Thursday night, you could feel

< . that the credibility story was -- that credibility ,was the

story, not the accident. They wanted to report the accident

but where do you get to this credibility.
1

Now, many of the news media and I will support,

,
and I'm talking broadcast now, and I would support the network

for havin6 told what they knew and didn't fabricate stories in
a

the sense of fabricating stories that you would go out and drean t

,

as to making up conething. But when you couldn't get to the

1
l

.
-

.

- ,,:~ , vna.. . . . . . . -
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(~) answer and you couldn't get the story, you are going to ask
'w.J

the same question a dozen times. That was credibility.

I personally received calls from New York, Appleton;

Wiscondn, Knoxville, Tennessee -- Joe, what's going on; tell

us; put it on the air. Friday, at eleven o' clock, I got a

call personally from Bristol, England -- Joe, is your health
' ,J ,. ., ,.w., .#, _ a 4.. w . .v., m,,., n; c,_ ..

. , .
,

. ,.

okay; I got it at the station. So, you see, around the

country and around the world, the credibility they didn't know.

And I said to my friend in Bristol, oh, it will be all over

this afternoon. They said it's going to wind up about a half

hour or an hour from now. Well, by Friday afternoon, the

credibility story was even more intense. We started gettig

'') telephone calls from CBS and they started sending in some of

their real hot shot, what I would term as investigative re-

porters or reporters that knew how to dig and dig deep for a

story. ,Not only did , reporters come,into our, station,s from
.

CBS and Boston and Los Angeles and New York and Philade%hia,

but we were getting other calls from stations around the

country as to what is the stor' ; what is the story.y

| We elected to put on radio the kinds of stories
,

that we thought were originating from Met Ed at that time so

*- :
'

that the people could make up their minds as to what was the

story or what was the news conference saying and let them make )
(~) \

'

'\. .)

g

1

; . ..a i: .. ..
|

. . . . . - .
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} up their own minds.

Q Where did the credibility or lack of credibility

exist; administration, NRC, Met Ed?

A I would have to say that when the news conferences
J

were being held, there was not a confidence from what little

the language of what the reports attending knew of the lan-
.g ,, , ,. ,. ,, .,r : a.+ , . . .m,

guage of nuclear energy. They didn't have confidence that

what they were hearing is what they thought they knew and when

they would ask the question in another form, a different kind

of answer would come out unich created credibility. With

credibility, you are going to have some people that are going

to dig and dig and dig for the story. They are mt going to be
I''

satisfied with Met Ed and what they're saying. They are going

to go behind the scenes. They are going to go ask people on

the street, what do you think; what do you know. And tnat is

when, if there was a communications. problem, it was the fact.-
,,

that they uere scattered all over trying to find something that

had the same story twice; were caying the same things at-the*

,

same time, the same way. As an example, on Saturday around

eleven o' clock, the Vice President of Met Ed said do you expect
.

us to tell you everything we're doing? Damn right they did.

"
They wanted it. This is the news media. They are there. So,

; from a credibility story -- when Denton came in on the scene

O)\..

. . . ..-. ..w.. . - . _
__ __
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v} and when President Carter came in on Sunday, that's when youi

could feel credibility was beginning. Up from Wednesday to

Sunday, I think the story was credibility.

Now, where do you get credibility? How do you get

credibility? It's a story; tell me and let me make sure that

I'm hearing the same thing more than once. ,That's what.you--t uo . . . . .. .. . . . . , - . , . ....,s.

are doing with this whole hearing. You hear a lot of things

and if everything has a pattern and you are hearing it the

same way many times, you say well, that must be the story.

That must be uhat's going on. That must be the thread of

thought.

Q In your opinion, was the problem a lack of knc'..-
Is.)
''

ledge on the part of the people?

A I think t he reporters didn't understand the lan-

guage. They heard words they never heard before. They had to

go to dictionaries. They had to ask people. As an example,,"-
+

on Friday afternoon, in comes a fellow from'Long Island, a

radiologist that CBS hired. He comes in with all his counters

and he gets a helicopter and he goes around over Three Mile

Island and he's doing his own measuring on his own terms.,

Now, he had never been in a broadcast station. He didn't
.-

know anything about broadcasting but he knew radiology.

When he came in our station around five or six o' clock on

G'/

..
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('")/ Friday evening; maybe it was later, 6:30; he said there's
x-

nothing tp there; I don't know what these people are all ex-

cited about radiation. His job, and he was with our station

for a week, his job was to examine the copy written by the

CBS people to make sure for accuracy. A couple of the stories

didn't, a couple of parts.of the stories didn't go and one
, ..

complete story did' 't go because the writer wasn't accurate inn

the cyas of this radiologist.

One other thing I probably should inject in how

our relationchip was with the network. On Wednesday, the

accident; Thursday, as I mentioned to you, the credibility

and the wanting to get a lot of stories. CBS ordered a tele-
(3
\~

phone line connected to our transmitter or to our line that

feeds out to the transmitter so that it was always active,

24-hours a day, and that went on for over a week so they could

here in New York, in the News Department, what all of the in-a

formation that ue were putting on radio.

Q We have heard the allegation that the accuracy or

the degree of emotionalism in the nedia varied by the distance

from Harrisburg.

A No doubt about that. I think it's an interesting
-

-- I have a concept that I think is interestinB in how copy is

written or copy is rendered or a story is developed and how

b) |x-

|

!

.
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(}} the story is rendered in proportion to how close you are to

the accident. In Harrisburg,Jwe know how to relate to the

local people. - We know how to phrase our stories, our phrase-

ology, our sentence construction and the way the story will

flow, Ue wouldn't know now to tell that story to Los Angeles.

Los Angeles people were in our shop. I got interested in
, . . . s r. , , . . , au.n , , . .

. . . . . . .....

Boston; Philade%hia even; New York and in Los Angeles. We fed,

uc, the station was used by K!4Y on Friday night, Saturday

night; I don't think Sunday; Monday and Tuesday at 9 p.m. our

time, six o' clock Los Angeles time, from our studio. I went

in. I wanted to hear how these fellows were telling that

dory. I didn't even know we lived in Harrisburg. I didn't

O
cven kncu this was the same story. They related differently

than hcu we were relating it here.

G Uhy?

A Because they see it differently. When they walked

down the utreet and saw it was empty, maybe ten o' clock in

the morning, eight o' clock in the morning, they related nobody

on the street. They didn't say it was eight o' clock in the

,
morning. That was immaterial as far as they were concerned.

To us it was important. I don't mean to be a comedy. I mean
-

to get across -- even Pntladelphia, I didn't understand the

stories and I thoroughly didn't understand when the Inquirer,

a

|

;

r ,e
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.) this guy and a gal were ou'tside a motel'and however they were

getting a story and she related later in the Wall Street

Journal that it was guerilla journalism. That's what she

called her type of reporting.

When there is a total shuck in a' community and

into these investigative minded . reporters which ,ar.e , coming ,on., _ 3,.- 4 -

the scene more and more in the broadcast industry, these

people are to be reckoned with. They know how to get a story.

They will ask you the same thing, Mike Hallace, last night,

kept askiag this same story. CBS went on this thing for almost

seven minutes last night. They know how to ask you the same

% thing. They train themselves. They write this copy and when
(~J\_

they 6et in to an unsuspected guy -- I'd never face Mike

Wallace. He'd tear me apart. He tears these people apart.

That's what liarrisburg was inandated with. They had some of

the best minds -- I still think CBS sent in some of their very m

best people. If I may, not ramble, by Monday morning and

that Sunday night Shackner story which was devastating, I

thought, when he was telling about all of the animals in the

- story and the people I talked with on Monday morning in the

course of business, it killed them. What the hell is CBS i
4

doing. So, I called Bill Leonard, the President of CBS and

a good friend of mine and I can talk to him straight away. I
7s()

t -. #_ . m _ _ _
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t'') said, Bill, we're not in the same world. What in the world are
\_/

you guys doing? His answer to me was, Joe, the story is all

over. It's all gond. Credibility has been resolved. We know

where we are. Now, it's a matter of running it down and that's

what it was. Although, it was the lead story on CBS News for

anoth..er week. But to them, it was ove.r because the , credibilityr w~ v - . - .. ., n , , . . . , ~ - , . -,

-- they knew they were getting the story; they knew they were

- getting. facts; they knew they could depend on it and, there-

fore, it was a matter of rendering the story; giving the

story; keeping you updated, but the credibility was estabbahed.

That's where my concept is. That wasn't a lack of communica-

tion. It wasn't A said to B or 3 said to C. These guys will_

O
find it. You just can't believe how they will do it. There

are so many investigative reporting teamu been established in

broadcasting today that these teams are reporting to the

- - -- President and General Manager of the station and not to the .

News Director because there are as many stations in the

cauntry who will break and enter for a story as there are that

won't. They want to keep you -- you see, this thing is so

,
big and was so powerful --

Q By break and enter, what do you mean?
.-

A- Break the law. They'll scale a fence. I don't j

!endorse it. j

I)x-

.-

( y

.
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CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Fred Taylor?
(v]

BY MR. TAYLOR:

Q Joe, it's very nice that you are a very law abiding

citizen, depending on whether or not you are on the golf

course.

A I stay in bounds.
...,>n . . , . , ,. . ,, 7 w . , . . ; w., ;. . v -

_ c ,, ,, ,, ,

Q Joe, one of the purposes for which w? are meeting

here today is to discuss what apparently has become a very

serious problem. The Committee has heard testimony from I

don't know how many people about the communications problem.

As a matter of fact, take the extreme example, we had testi-

mony fron an individua l who wasn't aware of the incident at
O- Three Mile Island until he got a call from his brother in

Rhode Island who was listening to, unfortunately CBS, and was

informed in Rhode Island that Harrisburg was being evacuated.

Now,.that I consider.sonewhat irresponsible reporting. My

question is I'm going to compliment you, the local stations in

Harrisburg who did a wonderful job. Is there anything we can

do or anything that you can suggest can be done to improve the

communications between the people on the scene and the people
.

reporting out of New York City, as you said, or reporting out
.- of Los Anegeles or Washington or whatever?

A You're bordering on controlling the media, the news.

(O_) If yon nnt up n burnau for information_. that's one thing, but

.

9

~%. ~~w .|.+
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[~) to try to control ~ news and say you can't say this or you can't
ss

say that, there is a way that that kind of journalism will be

washed out and this kind of guy will get out of the industry

because the industry basically ~ won't accept.that kind of

irresponsible reporting. It would be very difficult to

totally e.l,iminate it but I think there are enough responsible, . 3 . . . ..n r.. u w _.. ,. . . - . . . _ . , . ., .. e . .. ,.

broadcanters in the country that that story doesn't stand up;

to be re-investigated, reassured. Time is in your favor. A

thing like that might get out quick. -

I think I should relate haf I think stories like

that get out. I think the fastest method of communication

today is radio or audio on television but radio is the fastest-s

k_)
and this story can pick up nou, open the microphone, get it

on the air. And it can be repeated the next hour and repeated

tha ncxt hour. Probably the second quickest would be tele-

vision; television can give-you audio; television, as Walter'
.

Chronkite's storics did, they uorked all day long and then

at 6:30 at night, he vent on the air. Those stories may have

been from something~they picked up in the morning or at noon or

.
mid afternoon. They had video with them. They had the audio.

They had the video. You may not have liked either or both but

.- \

at least that story went on the air as much as four or five

hours later. Now, a print guy may have picked up a story that
I)m

k

Dams *med- b en N 1 m a w ., - %m s , .w.e s , - a%
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h he heard either on the uirca or off the air and then he de-

cides they are evacuating and he puts it on the teletype and

it gets out and t' it breaks in the morning and you are a

morning neuapaper reader, you may not get that story until

tomorrow. It breaku on lionday, you gct it on Tuesday. If

you are an afternoon render and it may not bienk until noon,

then you may not get it until Tuesday afternoon. So, a wrong

plece of infarmation could have broken on radio or television

or the print and it dependa on uhen it got to the people. We

noticec a great deal of the stories and calla that we would

receive, something may he.ve been on a morning and ue may not

have heard or got b:7.ck to it until the ncxt afternoon simply

because that's when the people got their information. Not

everybody geta it by radio. Not everybony gota it by televi-

nicn. Not everybody gets it by newspaper but it's a conbina-

tion of hou everybody gets informed. So, when a stor" breaks

like that from nome irrenponalble unfortunate story, it some- )

times lingera until comebody finally checka it out.

Q Joe, I understand what you are saying. In other

- words, we can't stop the hot dog investigative reporter?

A Ho uay.
.

Q But let me throw a thought on you and you can i

1

comacnt. Would it be nensible or would it make any sence,

- .. . - .-. .
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t''] in a situation like TMI which is immediate crises -- we are
\'

.

not talking about hurricanes or floods -- a dtuation like

TMI or, let's say, a transportation disaster involving, let's
.

say, chlorine gas or something that requires immediate

reaction from the public. Would it make any sense to have

some one source of communication, informatioa, concerning that
# . . .w .,: , o n , . <. - .,= . m . .. <.r,.. . .c , -

.

accident available to you, the broadcast media?

A It makes a lot of sense.

Q Let me preface this only because radio and tele-

vicion are almost instant reactions to it and, you know, in

that context, okay.

A All right. When Denton came on the scene, the
O'

credibility story nac over. If Denton had been on the scene

on Thursday, I don't believe there would have been a story

in the conse of lack of credibility. Yes, there would have

been a story to render to .the public but when he got<on the

scene and the confidence of everyone around, they knew they

were getting the facts. They were confident. They were happy

about what they were hearing in the sense that they knew uhat

,
the story was; not that they had doubted the credibility. Yes,

when some of these train accidents in Florida; when they started
-

to evacuate the rmall communities, they had one source and they

went to the railroad and they gound a good source that they

(

.
.

- .m se. ''N-U- .'s b ' _. *9 .me .,_w .
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could deperi on and the story was toid. It was on for a couple

of days.

Q You were there --

A Yes. No doubt --

Q Have you thought about how to structure this, Joe?

,,
.

Uc11, if you knew what was going to happen next,A
m g- v., ,n uva y. o ,, 4. , .u m. n . >: , -. , , , c . ( - . ,-. ...4... e. , , .

I'd structure it for you. I think we are in an unstructured

ucthod of digging out neus and when you turn that many people

away, I nean out in the field, you'll never kill the peri-

phcral story. You will never kill the sidebart,. That is part

of reporting.

Q I understand. Can we just mcve one step further.

I think this Connittee has heard testinony, over the last six

nonths, that I think is very convincing that maybc the most

damage that result to the populace in Central Pennsylvanic nay

have been the psychological; damage created by the conflicting

nous stories and the reports of the radiation that una or was

not released. We have heard testimony that the radiation<

leakage uns minimal. Now, we probably will never know exactly

.
I think from the expert tentimony we have heard,what it was.

at leant I feel that the exposure level was minimal and the

.-

after-effects that we are now seeing from TMI, I think, were

created, and are probably more psycholo61 cal than anything

, _

j . . . ,

,

!
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(} else and I think that was created by the media.

A No question, it was.

Q Would this central communications system have

resolved that problem, do you think, or would it still result

in having the hot dog investigative reporter still doing

,the,ir thing 7 ,,,,e . . . . m , c.. . <.uew _

- -. . .- 'n u .. . . . . , , , .

A You'll never eleuinate the hat dog; you'll

never eliminate the entrepraneur; you ll never clininate ther

intennit y of the reporting. I'm not really pleased and happy

about Harrisburg and what -- I had the good fortune of having

to sa to Cannes, France. I had'to go. I didn't want to go but

- I went because there uns a TV film festival that I had paid ny
i

v
money in Juntary and February and I didn't want to throu it

away. I met people from Singaporc -- whut happened in

|- Harrisburg? They heard it all -- I don't think the tuo of us

we e talking the same thing. I was,with-people in Paris.. -- , ,

People frou Paris have been to our station since this. They

didn't hear it. Uc ran a couple of the nous stories for a

dosen people fron France, not just Paris, but the New York Times,

,
-- they spent a day at the Washington Post. They didn't hear

it the way we heard it. Yes, there is a way that you report a
'

.

story locally and there is a way that you report it that goes

across the country and it's two different 1yles of writing and

O-

. .
. ..

W
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O two different stylco of rendering thought. Magazines write

differently than we write. I don't believe we know here today

all the problems they are having in Mobile, Alabama. I want

to-go down there and I can't even get down there to see if I

have a reservation and I doubt if I will have it from what I

hear. .But.we don't, hear uuch about it,now. , They,..are .having _gx,...,. .. .. .. .,

a lot of proble:as locally. I think Harriaburg -- I think this

is toon bad and I don't think it c:ul be avoided.

Q one urap-up question, Joe. You r people on the

acene, your reportera that were on the scene, d).d they have

any particular problema?

p A They had the anme as everybody clae. We had a
b

problem when we wanted to get a telephone neaange back. Uc

had problem 3 getting, not talking to people and not asking

whatever ue wanted to ank but ue were only privileged to know

what' was"in the" newa' conference and that'n when we elected,' as' ' ' ' -

a station policy, to put the newa conference on the air to

allow people, as they heard it, to make up their minds what

they were hearing. They heard it differently than a lot of

Other people. We had no probleas of. getting a story..

Q C.K. Thank you very much.
.-

CHAIRMAll WRIGilT: 33presentative Geeaey?

3Y REPRE3EIITATIVE GEESEY:

.
.
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Q Joe, I want you to know that I have firsthand

kimetedge of the Inquirer's guerilla journalism. I'm glad we

can laugh now. It wasn't funny at the time.

A N o, it really wasn't.

Q In looking bcck at this whole thing, Joe, in

going back to that Wednesday and that Thursday and that
. ;.;. ,s s. - . e ., ,, . .m e v m , . . 5,..... , ,3 . . ,. , .,

,

Friday, how much of the prcblem do you feel was with the lack

cf knowledge of Met Ed 's part of understanding what was hap-

pening versus overall credibility?

A They were the source of informaticr and when

you're the source of information, you have to stand the test

of are you telling me it all; are you holdin6 back; gre you

(~\ ') .bting loyal to yeur company; are ycu.being concerned about the

people in the connunity. It's the whole stance of the thought

proccacen, the digging up of ir. formation processes thet these

people who .are going.to. render st,he, story have to be satisfied. ,

that they feel like they have it end liet Ed may have been as

honent and loyal to their company as they could possibly be

but they didn't feel like they had the story.

.

Do you think that their personnel really understoodQ
.

uhat wac happening at the tine?

'
A I would give Met Ed total credit that the, did the

best that they could but it didn't cone off. That's th" way

O
t'

.
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(]) cur people felt. Our people never salit they were trying to

dodge something. They just didn't feel like that they knew

it all.

Q Did, and I didn't see thia newa broadcast but did

Chronki':e ever retract tha 100,000 evacaatim?

, _ ,A .I didn't. know he..said t. hat. -I waa act. a. ware that,~. 'o-o .p. .. . , . . - .-,.

ha said 100,000 evacuation. He may have couched it in an

; allegad. 'I would doubt that a -- if they made a poaitive
i

statemat and it una wrong, th3y uould retract it by policy.

Q But you're not aware of it. The fi are I heard,d

and a6ain, I got it secondhand because somebody else told me,,

was tnat Ohronkite said there was an evacuatian of 100,000()'
paople,

I

a 3 ear in mind, in a lot of cases wnen ne ar e

'
hearing tr.ings, don't forget, you're dealin3 uith wor 6 mardants.

| Q Oh, I'm very well aware of that. -- - . , ~ -

1

A They make a living on words.
,

Q Yes, indeed they do, regardleas of tha price some
,

people pay. Whan did you first get the story of the bubble?

A I would be guessing. It might have been Thursday.,

It might hAvc been yriday. It might have been Saturday. There
.-

are a few things that otand out in my mind as to when I heard

certain kin 3s of thinda. I devoted most of my time at the

.h '

.

9
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^
: station and I was there a considerable number of hottrs. I

didn't have anything to do-except oversee and watch and 11cten

and I would go over and I would listen to our people and I
,

wotid go and ask a feu questions and I don''.: . recall precisely:

when that bubble una unless it uas Friday afternoon.

Q Well, uhat had happened was that Joacone who had
.. -m .., e s , , . . . ., ,s. . . . .,y. .e s.. .

time was untching the tube and got the story of the bibble on

tae tube ac:aalhere 3'riday. I thin!: it ua.3 around davon or<
,

tuelve o' clock. At that point, th<3y called me.
,

to EM cr X?.1 -

.

Q AM,
.

A AM. That Friday night Walter Chrenkite had an

~O
hour shcw and three ci felt pie:cs of that Chrcnkite show that,

night originated in our studio and I know there were some

peoplc drawin5 and they 1.aked our artists to do certain kinds
,

of drawings but I don't recall.preciscly that it,was.the. ..... .o .

bubble.

Q The thir6 that bothers oc is that whocter heard

it gave ne a call and said what does_it nean and I had a guy

stationed in IM no that I could get nore accurate informa-
,

tion on an hourly basin and was able to more accurately relay

.-

it to my constituency and I called him and caid what's the

story on the bubble and uhat happens if tnin whole thind goesi

J

, . . . .
.

.~ s, L* s* . w k * .
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/ ' ~ 'to its ultinate and he lunediately relayed the question to

the P:EM peuple and they were completely unauarc of the existen :e

of a bubble at that time. Now, they were able to explain

finally the consequences. But, apparently, the bubble una: -

thero. It was reported by' the tube but P 02, sitting here in4

, IIarr13 burg, didn ' t knou it . , . a .,, , . , . , , ,, ; , . g3.,c, , m ,-, , , , . , . . . , . . , , . , ,,,
,

A Is that aa? Of courac, tht.t I don't know.
a

Q That bothera no.

- A I would add too, hm you could have been

i bothers; that informe.tian could come fron three coureca. One,

d an't forget the networks were tapped into Bethcada for an

awful lot of ifornat.'.an that originated in Ecthesda. It,

O
'

originated here and with our people, and putting together with '

! our artists and this follou that we finally loved that ue

'

called ;Mrry lladiation, and he una in there constantly, looking

at the drawinga'and the copy that' went with it, and- then from ' ' 'e -

uhat we might have gottan from Met 3d.
,

Q I think you could probably patent a doll that

lights up in tu dark after ILu y Radiation.

A That'a right,,

d

Q -In lookind back at this whole thing, what kind of '

. . .

changea would you lik'c to acc or do you think should occur in
:
' ~

the event of an accident of this type or come other type were
.

.

|

I
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1

h- to o'ccur in the future so that the information can be gotten

4 across to the public accurately?

A You have to dig out and this would be a digging

process. D16 out a person who has the most: knowledge so

that they can be the center source of informatiod and you've

got.to.go ono_ place. ,You,can't.gotten places., ,Denton did , ,,y4 _ , . , , , ,

it.

Q A Denton type on the scene immediately?

A The first order of business should be who is the

best person thet kr.own the most that we can get rigst now

and then he knows how to disseminate information.,

.

c Q o.K. Thuik you, Joe. -

.

CHAIRMAll hhIGli?:- Representative Rced7
f

BY IEFRESLIITA?IVE IEI:D:
l

j Q lir. Chairnen, Mr. HiG61ns hac already answered

the questim I*was" Going to ask with regard to how he viewed the'' ' '

4 ,

perfornure of Metropolitan Edison people. Joe, your point

with regard to the sin;,,1c voice is a major lesson to be learned

from Three Mile Island and would have avoided a great many

- problema and I think ntatutorily that can be dealt with as

far as Pennaylvania governacnt is concerned. It's a point well
.-

taken.

A May I add sotaethind that is an example of how the
,

O-

a .
.
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j . (] . story gets told and geta uettled down alid I'll only take 15 to4

60 acconda. In 1972, in the flood, on Friday when ue lost the'

;

power douncown, our station una putting everybody on the air.

They ucra on the air Friday. Friday, the aain utory on Friday*

was .aoney; how can we gat acnay. Money Jaa the big innue on

. .
F.r.ida y. Saturday >the.budera,o.pened up at fillAnd. stations and ,

. e .. .. .,,,u. . , , , .,.

houco aad they made money available on Sa' urday and Sunday.c

Mo.iday, the story was over uecause the paople that didn't 6et

their checka began to call and any where can I get my welfare

chack and we narj to 02!te cae.n off the air occause they were

getting too ugly and their conversation uac mean. So, we took

them off tne air and discontinuad the dialog of having people4

; tell each other on the air. Tha atory waa over. The story

was over when rsnton eaue in. Now, don't aioundarstand ne'

that I'm belittlias it. I'm Juat saying that once t!1cy started
7

i

and;kneu-where they werc, then it uas reported for a week.=.CBS'^

- hcd a story of a woman named Hu.nau (phonetic) who gave birth

to a child, moved down ta Maryland. How in the world these

peaple knee that she was going to come home a ueek or ten daya

.
later and how in the world they knew that there was going to be

a sign in the house, "b'elecme Home - Happy To Have You Here. "
< ..

Jerry Landia, CSS, is a great Guy for getting tough storica.

He's a3aigned to that. He gccc down there and she's crying,

'

|

:.

'

I
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fsy get out of here. And 11Thead of being happy, it was m3an,

.ug y. C3S had it on the air, six o'clocx, seven o' clock,l

nine o' clock Ali, big aadience across the country. The Hu.nau's

got telepnoac calla frou all over the councry - I'll pay your

way ta coue to car homa. CB3.was assigned the soory thinking

it was going to be ,a happy,occas. ion. It, turned,out; ugly.,,It, , ... ,

was a story. They put it on the air. I wish they hadn't.

I ask.3d CBS to take it off. Hell no, no way. It ran its course,

died. Pardon me.

03AIIGH U3IGHT: Representative C'Brien? -

BY REPR232HTATIV2 0'SRIEN:

Q Yes. Joa, I asked scme of the fellows up here who

.

Joe d16 dins was and tney aaid he has one of che best reputa-

tions in the city. I asked who Joe Higgins wac'and they said

you're cue of the -- the one that is in the broadcasting, in

the news media, that has one of the' best reputations. ' So;~" r
~ s

I'm very happy tc cak you a couple cf questions. But I'd like

you, and I'm not defending the conpany, but I want to go back

to the start where Lt. Governor Scranton first had his inter-

view and I happened to be at that int rview an d he came out,

and only was informed with the information, at that particular ]
.- \

time, supplied by the company that ca.ne out of the plant. The

accident happened at approximately four o' clock. The word 3-

.

'

.

41
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'

g-) did not come out to the plant, to the news media until probably

v
seven o' clock. Lt. Governor Scranton, e information that he

had at the time of his news conference, was only told about

the accident but was not informed about when it happened or

anything else. We had the company here and asked both Denton

and the company why. they did not notify anyone sooner and they
u. .,w,... ....,..e,. ..., s. .

said through norms 1 procedure, they try to get everything under

control. My question to you is don't you feel that what

happened at that news conference, the news media tore down the

company's credibility at that time by saying headlines, " Company

Does Not Inform Anyone Until Seven o' clock that Accident Happens

At Four ')' clock. "

O, A Your question in what?.'

! Q My question is the headlines come out that they are
,

holding something bset . The company feels they did not hold
,

back. NRC feels they did not hold anything back.
_

,
, ,,

A I defend the company.

Q You would: you would defend the company?

A They didn't hold back. They didn't know what they

had. They didn't know the c:: tent to what they had. IIow, we
.

get an awful lot -- all nous people get an awful lot of so-

called leads and tips and various information. Many times you'

run it down and it's nothing. It's not the story. They

() _ pro ab1v.~nt that stage of the name, didn t know what they had.b '

.

1
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*1 hey probably had hoped, and I would give them a lot of

credit for hoping that it afght go away. Listen, thin hope

cf night go away playr a very important part but.w'en ith

docen 't go a way, the ccet is very high.

Q O.K. I'm 'or fleedcm of 4cech. Scme of the

thingc you testified tc here today -- in othtr uords, some
_c* .. . . , . n.. m. s , . . . , , , m. s. . , , , . .;,,

reportern do not tell the story the way it is. Ucw, there

has got to be something done in the country where if you

are goin6 to have freedenc of sp'ecch, der.'t yon th' ink that

there abould be conc uny that you and the ir.Cuttry should con-

trol cuch reporting that in going to hurt the character or ruin

a coapc.n,t or somethirc lf.ke that?
O~V- Scc, I uould be any part of a cur.pany that would

'

.s

allow people to do v.a coue do.Ac I mentioned, I went to a very

pauvrfe.1 meeting la',t year there this broaking c ad entry and

, . .the laus and reporting, integrity, credibility -- I am of-

,

th:.t crain or credibility. I don't underatand that in other

peopic and there 10 no pay, in 77 world, I can get to them. I
,

wouldn't hire --
.

Q I wish we h'.td more like you in the industry because
.

I believe that there are a:Iny in the industry that look only,

.-

=und-I have been in the neu 9 aper. I:uorked in the newcpaper.

And the old story in the acWapaper, the headlin sells the

W
'

. .s c
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1

- paper, not what the story 13

A No had a photographer who wa on the job three

i
1days in Harriaburg, This fellow that had all of the guna and

the arnunition in the bicemant and th3 dog was killed. The
.

womin said if you photo me, I won't ecm2 cat. Ort guy saya wo, '

won't photo you. :3he cama out, he photoed here, we, put her o,n. . . . pe , . ,i . : -r ,-rut ,, , c s+,, m m -4 =.

the air, h r was fired t')at n16ht.

; Q Ucin3 back to ,that you said about Denton, and I'm

not belittli36 him. I thin't he did a goal PR job. But let's
,

taka Danton as cc.nparel tc whit the c ampaay w13 giving. You
.

said the crelibilit'y of the company wan .towa and aa soon as ,

Danton c:'T.c in, it br7ught the credibility up bactuac Denton

came in. Jenten,' 3at2rday morning, with Collins, acknowledgad
.

; that there chculd have bean an evacuatien. Ha 11dn 't - kndw.
1

And the ,any things that Jenton, he as.y hava heen telling the1

truth, but.he didn't krow.nny more than.the public knew. He'
,

not brining any inferstati:n to the neus media any.morewc3

;

than the cwnpany was doing.
, .

I
A He had a terrible -- he cat in a wond3rful, advan-

'

'

tageous position by the company putting toterial together on
!

-

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and when h3 comes in on the scene,i.

'

h2 has an auful awful lot of bac!cgrcund infarmation that he
.

cc.n put to2 ether ani go down the'line. A neu faa i en the block-

O'

o - -
; ,

i

'
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I
!

; . c . it new kid on the block, a lot of times, gats more respect
.

quicker than somebody that has been try ..g to build it up.

i- Q Joe, tha point I'm trying to bring out of you is

the press killed the credibility of the company, not the

co:::p:.ny killed the credioility the:nelves. Am I right or-

wrong >? . mn, . . . ,

e.:, w. n ~ + , .a . x, p. s.an.v. . .,a e, u . .. -
,.. n. n g. a.s : ~r . t. . .

! A The aua totcl of all atorica in this sequence

uan damaging to the ..onpany, no doubt about it, beccune if,
,

in my catination, credibility wasn't the atory at the beginningp
i

then I would have to any ny uhole accump'cion n.s wrong. My as-

sunptien was, from the very beginning, credibility became tt:e

i

j p story nni the natorirl vaa uhat'c happening at Mct Ed. But

d
| credibility wac uhare thcae people began to question what's

} going on.
!

Q That'a 51 1 .
;

i CHAIR'4AN WRIGHT: I think it would be proper for us -- * + '

!

to cay thaak you for, I gucco, putting a little different con-
1

, .
tent on couething that has been bothering u3, c orr.tunications .

You used the tera credibility. I think probably we understand
t .

,

that terminology comewhat better than we did before. I'm
,

citting'here at a lacc. I don't know hcr you leginlateU

; *

credibility. I 'cuspect you can't.
,

MR. HIG C i";: .I uculd nubscribe to < Sat.
; O
. -

f p
_,
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()- CHAIRI'AN WRIGirP: I runpoct it's, in part, a native

bility that. sone poorle have and ccme pc yle don't have. But

crayway, thank you for beirg with un. We appreciate it very
.

much.
.

MR. HIGGI';S: Tf.cnk you very riuch.

t > . c a. ,. , n , CHAIIWAN' URICEP :. Our,next.witnets is.Mr..Saul..,. . --
.

Kochltv, :'xecutive Lirector cf the Patrict Evenir.g Newc.

SAUL K0EHLER, called as a witness, being duly

sworn by Chairman Wright, testified as follows:

CHAIRMAN WRIGifP: Saul, would you like to make an

opening statement?

MR. K0EHLER: Mr. Chairman, I pass up the opening

statement and let you ask the questions. You have demonstrated

that you know the areas you are talking about. I'd like to
,

_ speak to .those as you bring them up.

BY CllAIRMAN WRIGir :
.

Q As we indicated here to.the previous witness,

there was a great degree of problems in the area of communica-

tions. Joe, you :clow, talked about credibility. What kind of

problems did your people experience ir. those first couple of|

~

days in collecting the news, in interpreting statements made

.at press conferences. both qualitatively and quantitatively?

O
., ..

!

i

I

s us : . .a . :a. .:, u-~> ,~~- -- .~
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A A. We had a problem that was unparalleled in American
U

,

j journalism. 'We Nere reporting a' local s.,ory for local people.
* It.was cur aim and, I believ3, we fulfilled our goal, to report

in a mnner which uculd not !.ncite to pant:.. We tried to
.

check 3 /2rything, not once b.tt tvice, in the approved so-called
I

Watergate mannar. We did averything we : auld not to frighten ,

m..,. o.. - w. , , , . . . - - . . . . . , , , , , . ,-

|

the pa:plc. Thers t .re a . Lot of things that we aa'w on tele-;

3
vision from, inIJoe B.g31na' words, wordse.iths, not from

i -

i Harrisburg which scared ua primarily because we didn't know
,

! whether th3y were trlo.

e
~

I received a call at 6: 15 in tha morning. !iy cousin

j in Po.ris whc. we s a rali:1cclst celled me on Saturiay morning
:
s

- cnd said thank God you're alive. I caid what happened. Ha

caid I called you Friday night and the telqhone rang and we

| .

warc' convin::d here in Peric that Iarrisburg nr a vaste land.

- and the phone was ringing and no one was alive to answer it. >
.

n,

]

. 1 caid-I had to be r.t my office end my vire was with her mother,

i
Iiobody was at.home. Mc said uc thought ic Pcris that Harrisbug

* bc.d been leveled. There are paopic in our offfce who roccived -

i

! ccIls from relatives in ragland who were convinced that
!

,

1:arriaburg Intert:ctional Airport he.d melted down, the turnpike

i . .

no lenger. existed. It'c true that the further away you get, -

. the lees careful ycu need to be. Actually, you need to be 100

|

-
1

' -' ._ i t
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j{} percent accurate all the time. That'3 our jcb. That's our

obligation in return for the First Amend _.nt which Eives us;

immunity from folka like you. But for every privilege, there

is an cbligation and cur obligation is to report accurately and
,

fa;tu111y. We were p"? vented from raparting accurately and

factually by Metropolitan Edison, by 6entral Public Utilitics,
c., .o - ,. .

- .; . a ,r .m ,- o .: . . . < . . .~. . . .

by the oparators Of "hr2e dil2 Isl:nd uh did everything in

ktheir paver, everythi .g in their sphere of influence to mini-
.

cist t'is accident, to minir.ize the pctential consequences of

this accident, be they psychological or cetus 1, nd we don't

kn o'a yet and we wen't know for 20 years whether there were actu-

Elly any conc 3quan:20 here or whether it was e.ll psychologicsl

nr.d maybe in 20 years it won't matter. But I think until the

q Prcoident of the United Statec cent this cambinati'on. Sam

Iryci. cnd C0tfis? H'mte , 'E rold Danton; tF.ic vn in which

'
cverybody could have confidence, -things wcre happenin6 in all- .

!

dircetionc. I rnmind yc.n Gentlenen that the President of the
1

United States ordered !'r. Denton to Harrirburg. T. remind you

that Mr. Denton knew and knows. nuclear energy end nuclear

reactors. Uc don't. I pera:nally was across the street when

7 passed ny phycice laborntary in college. I knew now that we

reed conebody available to give us accurste information, even
,

; if it'n not welcone infornation-when an nccident cecurs, if it

- i

-
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( 'J CV3'* oCCurD again.
''

You ask t hat yat'. Oculd do, wu csked about a

single 3;,okccman. I ca not like the thought of a minister of

infcraation. I think, h uev7r, that th Caamanucalth could

urite into ite Public Utilit; Law just t.: the United States

Congreas could write int it: Duclear Regulatory Law, that if
, c r .. ~. .. . ,, c ,, - .. ,,

r.ny nuclear p] ant is to operrte, it in te have. cn the promises

t t all times, anc I r.acn El hours a day, a nuclet.r expert

14ho als a could be the inforrac.ti nel sour:c. /ird so they

1:oulGn' t have to impo.t p :cple from the *.or e e ff; cc and

th2y ticuldn tt have to import the President of the United

States t:. nend ccmebcdy .'n here to repor t thic but that ceae-,
! !
', )''

body uctla be avnilablr..

I believe that if General Putl2.c Ci-ilitics and

;'.a t : t>pulitan Zdisor, and caid immelic.t aly, act ? A.II, or 9 A.M.,
- but 4 A .14., we ' have had an accident. Uo don't knou the conse-

qua.':aa of t!,at accident. Uc uill keep ycu inferr'ed; that this

Cc::aunnec.lth and ti in c o :nt: y, maybe ove . this ur..'id, vould

have baen better cerved. In it t .trned out, they didn't. What

the public wau told uns " hit they would g3t the t$ 1ng started1

again r.nd the ne: t th'.n:; ue heard mis people nround Three Mlle

231and *:ere going ta nec C' lina .9yndrone. "orry for the fili-

bu2 tar, conticuen.
,
I,
N.J

(c; , r .
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(3 Q Nn. I'; was goed and you made c point which is not
%)

too diasinilar to a point th?t DER has mt. 3 You are sug-

ge3 ting artebody on si':c, yau know, who has expertise in the
!

nuclear field and alno who can c::ntunicate as n press rela-
1

tions officer. ER has c: tag 73ted ': hat pe" haps it vty b . a
i

gacd lica that ue havt, 17 effect, a nuclear pngin.eer.on the
. ;

- -- . - ~ s - - ; !...v- . . .. .,u. ,. ,

I

state .pyroll who 317er'71sas, oversees, 'datchen, each nitclear
,

2 plant. Mayba not nec7scarily on site but perhaps located in

Harris' ag, Pittaburgh, Philadel?hia. So, at least, DER is

| somawhat more knowledg?1ble of what in geing on end can act

ao an titervenor with the NRC during the periods when more,

,

4 appr ;als-hava to b3 tas;ed..

: O I'd like to e:rpl?re with you .ror a moment, and I

suppoac it'r ' thilocophicci thing, what w.kes the press more

c:ncurr.ed, more resp:nsible uhen they ara decling with~their

-cwn bac)cy trd versus a. story thet is 200,-500, 1,000 miles away? -... 4

A Well, cur respmsibility -- cur responsibility to

our readcra, to our ruMeriberc, to our 9dvertisevs. T(e 3 tve
,

here. Uc did everything we coilld, for example, to inform ottr .
1

people that even if +-he hubble should burst, it would be a

i chemical explosion, not a nuclear explosion and that there

'

might be chemical'dsmage; net pleasant, of courne, but it
i ,

. :uld ret be a nuelcar reaction ubich could sproad out or, at
n

~

l
*

'k $ ft # 4 y

l'
i
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O locnt that's what ue thought at the tine. That's what we wereQ.
told at the time. Yet, the re was en out - f town newspaper

whc talked about H Brect At N Plent in headlines t'hich were

about t!m nice of World Uar III. That une irresponsible re-

portdr:c for a newspr.per pub 21nhed in and cold .'.n Central

P e'i n a: 1 v a n i a . It nec not have been concidered irresponsible
.,,s .. m u. n e f ..o o. .,-, .a u. m .<, . . , o a .,o v.;x.c . o w o % . - , ...../. , s % . .

.

f ar a "euspaper pub? *.ched in "ew York er Sen Francisco or Texas
,

Our :'c0pt'ncibi'ity ic to keep our people inform 2d.

On Fr' 'cy afternoon, March 30th. We had ''our editions of our

ev:ning . paper. Ote rting uit' the first ^ne. 'he' the Governor

conuidero evacuation. .it the time, there uns ntill a posci-

bility of a wholesn' c evac'ntion. The 7econd cijr, ion, the
t~

0;verno" had chandoned that. The next e61t'on '50 Governor3

.

Was secking t' rya to resolve it and final?.y, th? Gov?rnor had

? ?c. nec ted or aNe~ed pre pant women and praachool children.

,out ,.of, p. threc .or .five mile.. radius of the plant. There was -_. , . n 2
. ..

no ::m3nt on that cort of thing. It unc strictly fact, quoting

the Ocyrnor; quoting *he comp?ny; ouotim the Department of

2nviran:. 3ntal Resources. Mr. Denton htd not yet 9.rrived on the

3 cae. The President hvi not yet arrived en the scene.
9

Please remember we are ss good as our sources. We

''re not beceball pleyern. Ne are not nuclear physicists. We

are anl- es good as whrit people tell un and when we are not
.

- v.

,.} .
W M * #

mne .w mm a x. +.w -,
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t

told the facts, we cannot report the factc. .

Q Can you naPn ar.y recennendat. ms, and I'n not
t

sure whether ny question ic oppropriate or fair to ask you, but

can you nake any recontendetionc te this cennittee in regards

to cFargen in ler;in3 rtion er additionc3 3 ecisic. tion that the

Generni Arsenbly ought to consider in the arca of e.mergency
' . w e;- p a,s.. m . + .. ,Y :n ,,. t + i,.. , :,' : s w e, .. w . , ' .o , .or .1....u . .,

preparednens?

| t I.think you ner have the wrong person on that, Mr.

Chair ~n. I think your lawn ere adequate. I think there is

i

nn Energency Preparednere Lny. I think it con ba interpreted

j to tche in any kind of an energency fren o flood to a nucler.r

;

accident. I think if the ntate trere rendy for "enething like'

O'

tlin, vbether it be throu;;b DFR cr the Governor's Tfice or

thron;Ih each individual ittility or innta] Int $ on or one percon"

f or 'he *.nditstry. n'- obody, that uould ba 'he'annwer. I would
,

prefer that the; industry dces it frankly been,use I nn a great. .
.

Believer in no legialation abotit the precc. I'n a great

believer in the First- Anendment.

C'MIPHAN WRIGHT: Fred, Fred Toylor?

1

BY PJ1. TAYLOR:
i

q Thank you Mr. Chairman. Saul, how eny reporters3

did you have out?
~

A Uc had all of them, including aporte writers, life

-

4

f
' P y V %

i.y - owa_ . w.. -# .. . _ - - . . .
.
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,

g atf.; rapartera. Ua ual naybody uo could @L. j
'

t

| Q, 0.K. innd _ gueu at any polni. in tiac th;re wero !
:

|
,

'uoveral of t:1c:a doun c.t :liodlutoun?
i
; i
e

i u Tn zt * - t r at. .
I

|

| t, /.@ti.a, J.; m.id j M got .;a;.l., f /am France; you got.

,

I

CullJ f f old 13nglalld ~+-'

I s., i,e-r1 .p..~, yn, v

i

I
'

i i evca cA. etAla ff.;.i ';cilac,a Stativu, Taxau. j,,

|

.

| Q Phe an..la thlac, Rhade Ialand nr.1 nraand tho |
i :

e m . i ". . , , ca.:.la .:re c Atir.c ia fr zt not on.ly ::t.>cica that had |
t

; l e u, c,a on ':aleJ :i.c. Lit ala. nouupap;r rocava wid I now
i

c411a" yn .nont t , ud which I thoudot wc.n 2.nflan:autory, ;j tho :
!

! un.n. ca: .cy u .11 '.r . p aa ilh t e . |ac y<uc acw pa,)ce or do yau

i O ;

! h.svu c:q cunnc.P'..a t;tth Ji? x rI or i;i.c ulce aervices in
'

,

i

putt 1/.,, yd r,0 elea ace.;aa '.:he w ar.try?
.

! 1:2 a ce .41b.w a . -
.

:
i

; Q And number tuc on that, uho voa in there? You-, w
3 -

| . ) ;. i ' .' t.t vo t c, liat ':1. :. by c.mc but lid ladividuo.la pape ra ,

!
t

,

; ..o.:d peop1; t > :'idilt.'. .un a. .;cre the vice cervir.eu coming in?
,

|

'.iM J.' .a tryinc ';u J 20 M 10 *;ho la r.:np.:ncDlc f ar the irre-
'

g analijtu n t a >1e r, o r ';l .e !.ncewcate atoric, that were rep ated

..n thc pnpe: n ..u' :.ido o f the 'rea? T: s.;, b .d '; a originute with.

at fra.a acao':hc rc .

.' :.iort acwapapara .J u.y alr.c, anJ a : i: that itare
'

.

.A Lw h .- - - - . , , = _ . . . . -* m

. - - . _ - , , ------..,--- - -,



ho

-

(a) 3.a L.'I . aany of thaa "orkad right in thia buildind in the

neu paper corroapondcatu' r u ;.1 on I: Floor. Many of the:a

uuried in aur office. At anc point, we thuught in taight be

nececaary to u;n:n our Advarel.lind Depart:12.st over c. ucekend

becauae therc uere tjt. :aritera a.2d tei.uiusa cet.3 aad

.telaplunaa ava,il.e.ble share ., .H,e h1,d. tue usu A, r.delen 21rnen and.: e, .- : .

.

tae dhicag; 7tibuae ...);i _ ard !;nu is u! s u s..s o . .To :anat nr.vehad

130 of thn.. 7.uy d.'aah o>u coffee :aac!.ina dry. They uacd-

up a.11 . _ ' tin eidacottea la ;ur eigstrette . tach.'..ie. They ato

u) all the ;andy in aa. ;t aJJ raaehine. T.t J w ue weleone.

Ta 2; e.'J a o l.u': aly uc r ] ueleo:ae . Uh tt they did uto' th2ir businean ,

We c;nsiderad uhat .c did t; be aar baaA.iuaa and we cor.31d ared
/mO'

th t; .:<; ;oa?.d c.at .'.'s..) lan .,ai' reap ;na!.bility, not aceut a.trAly

t ..casp ti.a u r..J bat *:0 k eep the peapia af ui.'.o area fram

ut here bafare they wereruaa m s ta 5:n b.'.. C , i > ..t ruaniac sat

-told wh3re to go and hew to go. We tried to keep away from'

ptni;. I 111;.; te t ' Lak ua ..ucec uied. :'u plaased thtt.

Calt.tbir. 7.:ue: ^.113..t aavicu J. cia u 3 e::';ra :rdi.>ary u13h :aarka

' f;r a.2viac aucc udc3 and I'.a pr,)ud 3st af all abaut the people

who Marh :tt the Patriot Cveni>13 .Hwa an3 the Sundcy paper far

the wor; th;'y Jil. I didn't atyc anythL.6 to d.,with it. That

waa ay first lay ca ''he J ab. I ca ne to Wrk ab.;ut ()0 minutea

buf.rc ':h: necident .aa rapa.'al.

7 ,)t
w

I

h

,ee'd
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Q I .1 that kind of welcome to work, S9ul; here'n

yo ar jd, for the day?

A Exo.ctly.
,

'; 1| hat l ' rt; t/yind t o C< t tcy Th .u l , la the fact that,-

*ept.e t i nt; uhat I anid to Joe "1 G lnn, I t b l.t!: the Cannittee han

haard vhout the pnych<;lmireal effecta of tt.c reporting of the
-.,s. , , , . . , , . .

n r: l d er t r. nd L ':hir,k th: t ' n ve ry e j gol fl ennt n ni uj il be for

y?u *o c.nd ny <pir," tic:n t o y m, v rid I'd likt you to ronpand

egrin. The reaptnribU lty af the reporting of the out.ijde

pre a, do yau have any c rmantn nhout th.it?

A Ile } 1, y .)U le'in uh3th0c t hoy t'0 r0 Tc upGf1:llble 7

:\ *l.n:.

O t. J' e c c:P t S ~, nod [ n''';*ou not P 7 in t. i nt >n

n:c te n , Je 9 ? t':cm m'e le:in t 'p n ronp inal ble. It in trtu, an

' h e O'; .i , w n m.14, *btt the ;': tlo- y at ,3 t fr,m the ' mrio, the

:.tsrc loane you can bcci me with the factu 4.nd . thin,,una ijacton-;

it Pr * c d in tfK- "');' c e ''11 c Inlnnd n/falr. T.'1c ntory, I nuapeqt

that hol thla thing baen J,1ven r f r1 in the bag!nnind, thia

e II;he not ' rive ic a '.rc r e d t o t h e r.'.r a n" t h:tt it did occtir. I

* C:',ent t h4 f'.t e ** t '1P t . I') Mie :1'1c t) ' T' thq c o'npany n'lt he :'O nnd }n

'in :bington an ! in MJd.!!at:.wn nnd .inj d the prenc dJ dn''; knnu

ohnt it una u .1"t o;; nbmit. 'lo u * 3 e t y mir h ot t.v.1 d711nrn uc

didn't konu vhat un uore 9fiting .thout be.nunr we weren't told

O

_.
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,.m'
whit we were uritin6 c.bcut. !!ot only didn't we know what v.c; i

xJ

uere uriting about, the Lt. Governor of this Cc:xaonucalth

who la rcaponaible for ny welfurc didn't knou uhat he uaa

tc..'tinc at,out :Leausc he uacn't t;1d the facts. Dc nonething

r.bcut getting the inctc di;a2ninated .tnd you will have served

tnc pccple o.f t..in state and ti.ia cotaltry well.
. . . . . , , . . , ,o

q 2hcak you vr.ry auch, .3aul. I appreciate ycur

feeling abaut an energy nicintry but a cource of information --

A In inf orm:. tion :ainiatry. An energy ainiatry, we've

dR.

Chl.Ih dA:( 'lHIG.:T : .tcpreauntative F.ced ?

. ...,,7 ,.... -. ,, ,-,J -,....,...,)..s.IJ .' '.1 M .:..J L . t . . s i t...-. ...

V q :!r. ::;3hicr, y;u have :.a'.da ca:.taentc c .ncerning

y eu: gial:,n abrit ::st Ed 's Laitial aiatt.! e at the very beginning;

b y n o t b e i n g tp . .? x t u b u " the fa :t ':hnt .n accident ;c e 'trrad

and that they did not know the connequences. 'le ' ve had many.

s.entha nce to revicu th; eventa of th oc critien1 four and

five 1170, hnr by br/r; copica of press atatementa, of course,

are 0t111 vn filc. 'lha.^:'s your perspective on Met Ed' n per-

fermance in those 'r t . and five daya?

A I ':hi.e it una a paor perfor.wnae <nd I think .'et

..d :: nous it nou.

1 Uhy do ycu think it une paar?
m

m

W

s 44 e+w $ 4 *& A
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A Bccauac it una unreliable and to me the inport.mt~
,

t%.j)

thicc c.t that tirau wr.s reliability, accuracy. I t.ould have

beca perfectly willing to tell the peaple of this nrea get out.

If fau 15v0 .. cat of t!.; dusquehaane, iiiver, go couth; if you

lis t ecct of t.in Susquehannn Rit2r, g; narth had I bcen told

thc t tla t waa tiie cact. by ao:aebody wha una eenponcible; whcther
' .a: "~, , ,. . , , , ,. 3 , , - .s . . , n. . - - - -

thc.t racpencibilit.y rected with :!ct Ed c.* the Goverr:or'c

';fficc ar tha Prctidcat of ti.c IJnited Statea is lanaterial to.

I;c but ocnebcdy 'nd the reapsncilility to tell us the facts.

Q, When you acy thtt they were no rcliable, is that

beceuce they alc not knau the facts cr becauce they withheld

thent

O
V utcva, 1 don't kaaw. 1 know they withheld than buts.

l.t t h e '. it una beerm e they didn't know it or beceuse they didn't<

cLre tc dia cl c c '-Ltu, I dun't unaw a::d 1 '.;aul Jn 't c a::r.cnt on

thct. , .,, ._ ,, ,, , , ,. .

A ; .t bc11cyc that ::etropclitan Ediaan'a perforr.:-
'
..

.

Lace in thic natter ac , ell ac eth2r deficiencien which have

beu. publici:'.cd prc ?:11. tad even pact T;II during thia rocavery

pariod, do you b(licve that ..etropolitan Edicen deserven to

receivo permiccica fr :.t the URC ta operate, te restart Unit i

nnd eventually to rea*:ttt Unit 27

i. ;!y pcraum 1 opini:;r. la thut they abould net rentet

| (N.
,

!
.

14'p. e6 - * *-4 e-+g ,,
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~

either Unit 1 or 2; they should antrib the:a and that they( )',w
abould cut out all nucisar pouer until they are ready. My

problea 19 t' tis . '!e hive on the im!.1 of this Crxsonwenith or

m ehe broko ' C t- 1:: h-nxt:? alt'; a Ins :hich saya you must

ha vt 7"ur nuS 7"hi'.c 1 ipect.M 6e.1cc a year. Uhen th2y in-

apeet y ur c:tr, thcy don't check the atarting acchanian. They
. . ,, . . . . . ,, i. a ,r .t . .,, , . . .

c hec k "he 'n r 'wc . M'c nct t'e concern of t!e Departnent of

Trcnapoltttion 'ch tther you err str.rt your car. They are only

concern 2d ' it h r1 F'ic:' y,u ca 1 ctop i': in the even' of an

v..:cilent or a:1 mr32vy or situation ihich requirea you to

atop. If your 1: .2c 3 ro no good, yTt don't cet a sticker.

Uith rt" r I':11k?r, ",u d o not drive , ify g nation to Mct Ed
-r.1

today, e n 1 1"' n 7"''' ny que a': t m 'nd it b n to br, uhy don't

' , it 5.t f. 1 S n ow <- g r. . :Ir. r d on 't you chut it off.:. y:
,

31;; unt' af" > t : :ec] ]an' , W th 3tr ensu r u'l' have to

be we can't. .hl until they enn, I personnRr don't fcel 1,te
,,

.:heuld 'rt"e 1" :r " "'ilt ': a p ?re va l'. ,pilion.

O T'an '- - -) .

TMPUW: "" ' N ' r' : TF2procentative Geency?

. i,. Ir. . r .u..3v m.. .y..,2..---,-i ...r .m

Q ?aul, fi e I'd 11'ce to compli nnt your paper for-

' e j -b 'hnt the.f did. I tS't ~r: n? caly did an excellent

.J ab of centr olling uhat cer'ninly ucul.1 'nve existed 4.ad ,vou
>

.#,-

& I
w./

m w_ud|3

,u
.
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i

not taken your approach but you did, 1 think, far and away the

' '

most credible. job of reporting what really was going on down

I there. lt was, I guess, sort of like a breath of fresh air on

the first day or apring because the facts were there. The

- hysteric..was not tnere. The panic was not there. The common
f

{ . , sence was there und that really is what we,needed ,at the, time., ,,, , ,

You mace uhnt 1 tnought was an intercating statement and 1 just

i want to ace if there in any significance to the fact or to the
!

) s tate:nent . You said that tha crecident ordered Denton here.
t
' has there any hiaden msanin6 behind that statement'l Are you

2 indicating that &caton didn't want to comet

A Iio . 18m inoicating tne fact that everybody,

: inclucing the FreLicent o1 taa Uniteu Statas, felt that

acucbcoy knowled6ecolc ano that Jomabody with a certain amount
; ,

of authority was necescary in this area ano that even a man who

.

came in here for one alternoon was able to sense that and then" '

F

took one.cf his top alces, a man who had approved the operation

i of that very plant ena sent him in here to be the source of

information and tne aposecann uno the Governor's Office agreed

anc thcn thinga began to settle down.
1

1

4 ( Auc nut until then.

A Anu not until then.

.Q Thank you.
1 -
i ,

I
'

o -

i

f

- s- ^
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i A Th: Ink you fcr you:' kind uorda, Mr. Gaeccy.

( T:12y .t.rc t/u2.

, , ,L , . . a . , , , L. , . I . . c , . , ,. . , .

......x.....

'

I; a li!a; to f a .l.r.. t.p briefly with Gene Gecacy's
,

!:ind w ards. a. t . 2 .c./:nca t id : tar have 1,cen 2::treuely c.ttentives
J

to this Cu.r.mittac. 'Thea you .;it doun t unka up your merits,.
, . . . . .

i ' ' cy c ht u'.d / :c eive a J ;1d at.'r for their cttandance at the.

nacaicna .;f thia Conmittee over the lcat aeveral months.

A ?.12nk you.

C:.7.IZS!. URIG:!': Ileprecentative > ' B ria n 'l
i

vI vr:. w y , ..,a m. .- t ,,11 1 u..a
~ . . . . . . . . . u.

Q 'kul, ycu .ude L ctatenant etsing you think --

G
it'r your ot:n prc and ..pini .. th'tt they . auld cl ce up ti.c

! tu: pl an 'c doun th2r Luc m.':e a tomb at t 01 t .:en . In t his.
,

.

i

| y o t. - u.,n parc :w ' .pf.icn?
-

;

-. - A .This is ay own personal opinion, Mr. L'Erlcn..

'l 'i he . ,mu rita e atory, dacc this nort of tie in

tit!. the feeling nit tl e u y you :.ct:.d urite a utory',

i

I
I A T ' m n ot 11. that bacinc33 eny mare, Mr. . '3rien. I''

d on ' t u ritc .st ar'.e r .

ey ~.: . ,+, s , . , ,,,ac
. .- . .

I d :.r ' t ' "it s st cri ac a ny .no re . I urote stories.

fer 20 years. Ibu, I let cther perplc da it C;r :ac.

O
_ . . . ,

> ,e a '

+ , ., ..

- - - . ,-_,c., , , , . _ - . - , , . - . . , . , , . , . _ . , _ , , , _ , . , . _ , , . _ , _ . _...,._,_....._.__,,_,-.,,-_,,,,n , . , , , ,
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h ,'

| Q Yo't f.'e the bonn?

l. E::c a':1y .

q Yati nre in n better po?ition.
.

4

! A :r . "c . m " I ? !c. r .:', ''1" Pecn t !< nt of Cor.rr"'l Public

f f' ! 11* 1 c a ,, r a t- Jn ny f rl m Ir- P ' n e t an< t111 ne, im ! I ' ra

par p'trncing hin. I'm r.ot <1o >t int;. !!c ni i! y ,u can arty ub it-t

- . . , ,, .

ofr. J n ':rn" re) y :t - "11 tori ' Trge nd I dinnerv uith it but

I 'urt c ,plia^n" ; t. fo ** ':Le r ccuracy nrr! <!cpendribility of

11,rt ycu r re vrprting o'i':nido i n you r nwn c aluranc and T told

:12. Dic:tt np c anin.; frc n hi a, thnt wan the hi ghest vor1pli lent

ne c ,'11 :1 b > pt.1 d .

.
C I 'I }.1 % t h c.|f f. r c 0 f. * T [ t! O .# .V . ) ". .-

A ~n e y < r 9 n 3 ,1 >.?

o rn e. I ^ ' i n t 1 '- ' , * ' n '2 pourrful rctr med.tn-

i .

-

.

e 3. - , ., n . . ra o .. *1 e c a , , nob , ! . Su ' u 1.- 'bn'. " m draf ted
,

'ed Kennedy. Uc didn't went t> rua. You drafted hin.. . . .

, po; * r e, * 'm on'* r"r in *he 'or'd wh.? admitn to

rf ing for Ric'n ! "f:fon.
,

i

q 't .o " h ' n' *n d in r* r i for neun and get Tc1 into it,

an ! ya .tre ;< ;in ; '- :n v o a '.o * nf nowapapern to nell. To get'

back " your lern ut' "ec)ingn, :rour pornona' oel J nt; in thatc

t hey 1'vnl:1 1''It drrn n'' nuclerm nlanta in the Unite <! Staten? |
1

a "y p r* T * q n 11 fq111;)g in t '1rg t t hny :th oul<1 sh'at <!cun

O

20$ @M"u|m

_ w: . .. , . - . -

_ . , , _ - _ _ . _- , - - - ,- --r -,,v- - - - . - w - - - - - ~ - - ~ * ' - - ' - - - '



__

4

48

g nu:lcar -- my pcraanal facling ic thit the pecple in the area

affceted c hr,uld bc 1!)1c te apaak up na to whether they w' int

c nuclet.r picnt or act.

C. . .; All 11%c te gct tha perconal folling of you,
.

Caul. 'i >u f e el, ': a ._ 2tc.t : tent y au .ic.de here tud.ly, that''
. . . .

they c'iould .1 hut down all of tt.c nucl2ar plc.nta in, the . United ,e , -

.. . . . . , . . , ,

Jtatcc b :ec a::a y su :.c.id *-:.07 . .nuld c hut t he 1,.:c iL' n a" Three

id i't. Is .'.aa c' .

/, Th1t b : . ' et e ': . I fac1 th9t tLey chauld shut Jewn

all tho;c nuclear plant 2 ;here t.c peaple in that crea w. int

t hou c'aut d a'..n . I fccl that t..e peopic in this aren wculd vote

ta cloca Theca .'i'.c Olc.nd if thay had the .appartunity by secret

O
ballot.

c '.' n : a l-] t '1 t . ': tae preacnt tina y]u ,1rc nat a,

capa/tcv. 2 t> .1_ 20 3. 'xis ''o b;an?

A .I'.n an 2ditor.- ,
. .: . . .

.

4 ?I .i:e i a d : :131.3n. 'l:ra 1.a fl:tence tha +Mtorial
'

pag 3?

I ' o a .: t . I '.a ce .:: v;te 1.1 an *:31tarial 2aard..

.

1 L t'c Patri,t cJit):'.ci, have th2y t.1kun your

came p miti.:n?

?. Gl.uilar paal':1 an, ro': 2c strongly .:s 1.ae.1

Q ' . .J P it. 3 at r3Dgly t^.3 , r t ;' 3 . DJ 73'1 thirk that y3u*

O

'

w p g o M.
u

.-. . -

. . . . . . .
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a i

l

ivy )
'

;

i

I

I

g sort of influence thair pcnition?

A No, I don't think ac. I b'311eva that nome of those4

! ice?lc . y Icyc influcnced mine.i

Q '.. hat J., ,;u thinL af Juntan? Ec you h tve high

i : c J;.. r d c '.' Lla y;u t:d.)k t!.ct - '.:'nt 's 7;ur f ac11. L ;,ith Danten?
,

A Dr. :;cntan?-

4 s.- ....o.,. . .. ,

j ( 'ict.

A I t::iak he 'c one of t!.e fincet people in thc

I.uclet.r Begul et.. cy Jan ni.u:icn, c1 the 3teff peepic that is..

Q ua y.,2 bell avc -- do you agree V:ith statenents he |,

r,

j

'. :inde v.t nott tf :..:c ?

A 1 dca't cgrce hjth bic cratn. ente on nuclear

O
eneri;y. 7:mt d aarn ''J ' e nn I :,;.c ne ranpcet fc1 !.i n . I |..

<.oa ' S 4 li.: ya .:gre c1; :. it h T2 a Jy :c.3na,;y t x .,

; :
'

I ' .1 ' '
te ten t h.. t .s ...,

!

A or witit hichard Hi: con. . ,
.

,
,

! r

in ' ' M.. .:e ya t it h :ii::an. 1tt g2ttir$ bnck toi i

i

| Dr. J nton, ,r. 12aten, hof ace this G nmitter:, n1Je a nttttement '

:
'

:.nd I dan't M.i.u .ho .v':M tin "Se q tc at.L,n , int th.it Th-oc
.

:lile InlanJ 1a anc :r eut auf nt ,,lanta in the e mntry. Uhy -

uoaldn't tha pp re: pcint t'..t hondliac?

A ".'le ;s,:er r .? i 3 ,

1

a rP ta': I .ead i" M rini in a little story. D,n't',

@
'

|

, n

l $ n[i,tu t ]g!
^1pq;' A<

| D o ]) O.
..

t

Mu Ed!h' nAw Jijii e
i

_ . . .
t

.
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c
I

( '; you think that's a headline?,w

v
'

!!c c.vercd it. Uc bc.d Dr. Deaton's statement that- 4.

t;.ic 10 a cafe inctallation. -

''' tt u uld % c7 titled to e n.~. l a ' t .';;a t::ial: :

u ,4 , , ,
cw.u a a,.a. .

/2 ' c had an eJitarial reapanding to it, yes, and we.

. , . . . . :., - . ,.

Lico --

.
Q '2ct wc c ~ th2 2 31 toric,1 in renponse? I didn't see

.

4t.

- i. 2r aliter!.1 ct.id that regardices c:' what he said,

t e d : n ' '- :.ppen tc ngrec. Uc think ti.e rc cple of thic aren

::htuld ' ave n ca; in :.h: tier it opena. Uc tico gave the
/ x
t i
V

.> e n r. 3 3 , g. . - 13.c ., . ,4. e. . _ . . c o.i 4 '.'._"..., 7: . "n_- c. ' 1. v. ' . . .. . y 4.", , a
. . - .~_. . s . . . .

t
.

.

-

_T t. g'l ev. o m , , 7 1 s,. ,J _' 4. .., ''. c D ',}_ L,g,h ,. , o .,,
-;...a. _f. t. t. . L. s,in

6 uA v f
.,,-< - 1 .,, y- , a.. r,

-

z . s g , u .. t .- t oet .

a l e t'.c . ... ny file faL . d '.1.:ing .b ? t cc u rt,c, n ,. eur

depcndr.bility and our ubculute dawn the r.iddle reporting--

r et,ardlea: %t c ur ;dit J'c? poli:7 ic.a. br reporting .'.s
. . .

s.c c u ra.t o . 'n : porting i:, :p e nitbl 2 . It':, PEuple like Corten.

' r ly nc ke it that way. Wecnd ?ay, r- '- S . d > < ~r n c it.:,' , h ,

report uhat ;'uplc my . Ue < d'' ricline our ticus. You're an

ald n m:J? q r a n. :h . D'3rien.

I 'v . .i n t. "s '.lah,,,' ' "u d ..y sp .m p. _t p. .r.
5, <2,'t,,,.,. -- i .1 4--

nam o -
a e s ~ . a. ..

.N [ge [',CU C amhb[bbnbe '. } ' Ij C '[ d C Ild' *) $N. },~) O (eh $N g

|%
i, )

../

$

9 5 e .1 , .

"' $,

ll , f g f n 4.I
.a e

-v-

a a.: n - .
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l

p

( 'i papers, ever the yecru,.uny nov.apaper people make mistaken.3

8w,-
.

A .:o quantion abo's it.

( 7e a;.1 ack,3 mistakec. 3ut I do feel -- I uac at.

c. u d:I n3 ir t:.J G wanice' Criec. er up at the haue, nn

t.ne ccenc;r :r.c at i n g c:. a dw: day c.lst , ad ''.e Ld C33 t he re en d

the af.y TV atsti;n that vias therc ta*xing pictures before the
r . .

-

, .. . .

necting. 'Thc .:balc intent a2. t .e :r etin5 on C anday night vis

,
ta let the lucialat;ra and crer;/ udy else, the tap pecple,b

know that it la the Icelin;;, t'.u infernation i. hat he got from

aunton, taat vec;/ thing uac undu ca: trol but C3d and the not:c

ut. . iia ec.: c .,u': t.c nant day, ": acrgency ' ccting Called. Could

lic ? iunible :c. c c ur.ti. a . " Ge na': :- -ag 2: , at that perticuler,,
-

e i
t <

ac;:t iac, .c.:.c " ; .e '.av e rn u c, 's. .m nt ed r > put e reisim out

*m " " .e u. . .: . r ar.ii: 'n': t: Cc,ve ncr r sksc' nonr: ::'x.;,1.1.; .
,

* g. &, - h r. t I ' -'

us L a .wu L a'* : h .': ant au . ". , ': = : c '- n

aaying, you know, it tac curt af lack of co.mnunicaticn with,

ccreen.r2nt and . ' . . ' , c ]upan; 3 .ith svo c; bc ly else, but the

O a L.:n , ::n d e i t ; rm :t rioc up uithout!neta .111Lc, in :(-

' ''''-i n g t he:n 12-

.1 f. 0 23 . ij .'fe r fi'd :r m n that. I can no. tore

4.e ti vit ic s af 133 the J:e Iig;inc can:n r 21;an.;1ble f _ . '
,

ud he iJ a D3 'ffillc e. 'Mt t' ley did rty not h:tve h 3cn

accurate. Y n : ;' n. % i; f so a r of:' Lc . ne re t hat n ' g'It . We

/m
t._ ,

.I

ulJblb JM L,Q
:-

; o
;

' " i ,p[, A - ,
) t
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s2c, .

(T did not talP about p;saible evacuation that Gunday night.
s I
u

'

- Aa,ain, we triad ta be as dapendable and as accurata as uc

cculd.

'l ':cil, 1 ccr't criticize your paper beenuac I

neen 3^nnlly read it.

A Tecc al;.nt.lly criticine it .
n ;. . , . .- .

t J2ttig b ck t ; the area .ith Eenton and thec. ;:I

.

:::rr rr.y, d on ' t- y;u feal that the news :ledia,'as a uhale, has

caused, et th: yciscat time, tha area where the c ::c.pa.ny has to

cc cut and I'RC ?.., inciating on havir:g haarin3e and prclongind

*he opeains of 'Jnit l? Jan't you t?. ink taa praca la aurt of

f' a rc i .;I t h.f s ? 7:c ce ara sevan ;th3r plaats in aperation with

t !
' ' ' 9'11 ru t rpa ap ?rati an :s ?,~12 Mile I31,a3. .5 0 , if tha:ia

., , , , s. u . , , ~, , , , ,1 *. .t. s. m , 1. . , . , , 3 4 n , ,. .J.. J.t .i ae in ap.aratisa now?.. .

.. .. < _ . . s. - .. , . . - . .

1 "e can'- : e l f. ':'u .,un ar 33da2 t.;ty .,miaalaa

uhat to da .anJ w.3 never :ut ze tried..

1 If F e. - ?. ; . ': a ; a 1.s sa ' :le .anJay :aarning, and
'

, n?b 317 richd : n '-be q 11;ti an, uhy are . hey witing t' lese.

.e a r f.e c a b nt ':1 n e ' S.'_3 Ialtad. ~7hy ara they eaatinuing

': ';1 wt kn /q .i F ' 1 w 3 :' there.
3

't 'u " '- 3 L a .; n r e ha..W.]e ain .,, :'. c . ''3rlen. Yau are*

a

.

'nvin; t he her.ria ;c . ''he PdSlic Util'.ty ;;miaai;n right at

"his riment to hr.v !.n g .u' tynl.:tatia. hearing, rigat at thic

/\
', !
v

*a som. . %
- .
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ca,
~

monant. That's uhy liary is not here. The ?UC is doing thed4

.aam2 thing that you are. Thinds are happening. Obviously,

the. e la a concern by the General liase: ably, by the Congrees of

the United Statcc, by the paaple they repreaeat, by the people.

l

jou copreacnt as to whether nuclear energy is aLfe and whether,.

If i.t is en tabliahad that it is safe, whethpr the operations - , . , . ,
s

,. s . , .;
.

m . ~g a; . 1, . <- - + - -,..

a/c bcing conducted properly. I applaud you for having these
i ,

ha:.riaga, .the M0 for having hearings. That'a the way the
|

prcccac ucrks and thct's the uay it should work. There are

declaiaaa to bc .aada, nat by me or by any other news medium,4

|

but by the peapic uho are acaigned, .by virtua of their appoint-*

.. ueats by the Prcai-leat, the neabers of the liuclear Regulatory

dc =iacion, bac;d an 12..Jrattian gc.therec by tht::n and their
i

*

~ ': 0 0 . They vi?.;. docile bhether ti.is plcut will reopen and

t , w hd: C: tent .:.0 uill reopen sua then tr.e Public ,itility
4

i

j Conmiadan will decide, e. gain, ladien and gentlemen appointed'" ^"-

;

i by tac Governar una e _afirned by the denate in necord' uith our
i

!-

. c nttitutienti practiec, who uill pay for it cnd ta uhat extent

it will be paid for and that's the uay it should be. The,

;

, cyc tc:.t uoruc.
t

r, s,g, gy ring; questic,n tc ycu, caul, and I want
|

you to du me a fa*;or. i nould it:c you, your paper, someanc,'

'

to intervien :.T0 .r 2 3, simaana to find out is' it safer right.
i n, ~

<. -
h

'

,
, < ' . . ,o

,
add .h J :. [. O

'

i:w:. D a:r;aa u,.,... ~. , . , . . . , , _ ~ . . .
. r w .

.. ,,__,.m. , -,., , , . , . - . . - - , - - - _ , _ . , ~ . - , , , .,...,, - -
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now to make tha Cecician to clean up Three 1411e Island or let
,

"
it lay there and wait four years or five years. I think you |

| ilave a reuponsibility to the peoplc. The exporta that I have

talked ta all claLa it should be cicaned up; that ~a politicai

| decialvn la cayin6 na, tue people are not right for it, even
.

.thaag.1 it'a very dandacous to let ;it lay there and raost expertsys a , . . , .

; thick it a.iaaid bc cleaned up. So, Af you are responsible

,! rcparteru or you're the boca, i think it's your reaponsibility
4

; ta 100% 1.ita aanothind like .tain and try to get the facts.
:
.

A I bc11cW be have reported tue facc that tney have
!

j tuppad t.uac h11JinGJ and tt.Acu ca:aplea of the water contained

| la t:u.a. 'Je have a ..a reported thu fact that .it would take

'

; bctu; m 2b0J and .j,JJu couuu tripu to the State o: Waahington-

I t e depu,it the nxi' "2 durbai;e er Waste fraw a nuclear opera.
i

tien. .it'13 not ap Es
.

to udter.alau woutLer tne building laun

i

to be cietuted .Lup. That la the ilRC'n,lir.'O'Brien.
'" ' ' 'r,

|., s; ?nat'u aut uy point. ily point la aoraebody han to

! w hc t..c deciclon.
,

I c6cte theN, couebud/ dues.&>

;

' xt.ebudy huu to uake a deciulon and 1 think we arc4 e

*
.

ucrenvent on t.20 in.ua 1.061a in thia and I-taink this in the
t

tulo yau ui.ouiu play and uce if that deelulon cuo't be made or
-

,

~

j- what iu ti.e ceeisiau. Gulac te be.

OI

; - euN JhRd%k
'

4

,,

. _ , ,[ m .y, , . . ,, , , . , , . . ,_,u.,, . , , ,, ,,_-m.,p-.. _,,,-y.,,,.w_,..,w,~.,
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( ^- A I saa. If you alaa to speed '.19 the process, we'll
^

L :
- .

cce .that ue can.

09AI3'AN UPIT1?: Represente.tive Picc old.7'.

.3 v. v. .:~m.p-a .e . rp p.n. .,. ,r. +, ,, m. e .n
t - .. ..

O The nt: ;r0'1 "". Chairac1. 37farc I aat ny quas-3

tior, I woul1 1ike elac ta e rnpli:n2nt not only t'le P;ttrict
. . . . .i : . -

'Te n bat t':e entire ! cor1 ac lis f:- t'Teir resp mible renorting

t !r' t occurred dIring the incident. As an area resid. int, I

r?' icd on tha local :v211c f v n'cnoct a::cl'tciva inf arr;tian

nad I ' lave *0 32 - t'rlt c1th rtg1 sie uc re ;,rentl r c onc aracJ > I

experienced no sconc o" p nic u'n.tso?ver 'totil 6:30 when valter

C'irnnkite pr1tific'Ited up:n th2 cit'ntion here in 'Iarriabttrg

( '\ -

' ' nni I ettl d ,1 in t 7.t!re t , c a:,plire''t : m1 :fr. Krh'er and3 3

t'ae entira la 'al mdi n f or ' '1 ?ir re sp 2n.:!'al' behnvior.

r, '':an' : m .

. S ., . !!y q'le 3ti11. is this... Given, ycar parc anal opinion,., . . . .

rhich :ro u *13 m ' p-,sar] whic" 5 7 pr aw b'.y the aninion of

m * a f' y rir "dit.n tal 'aurd and i t ' n re.?] ectad in raur

oditorin?n and .it'- ~"''7.ccted, I t '.11 n tr , not in the ,'orien but

in tha pla:r *" int the W ica r"c ,;iven and also the intarest

'Isnt 'ic have in 'he 3 01 area chmtt the aitn' tion- if the HRO

deter 1* nen t!nt Uni' ", r 11/''- U'i' 2 will her;in to f'incti on ocme-

time in the ^ttu~e a nd, in foc* 3 hortinn t o f unction no:neti:ce in

,

n / ,

!
j g

d,; j ' 'st- . ' ;) . i] j.:

I | *''t

.J %
'

,;

1 3I I

nr 4 U~ ' s
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( ) t!:e future, what de yau Jerceive as tha role of the madia,
x -

.

- particularly in the Central Peansylvania area?

A To laad thia ca..r.rinity in prayers tnt Mar 2h 28th

d ucaa ' e t appe n e.Iula . ..a' uill c.ccept what t'r2 praceaa comes

tj uitn. If th1y say naelaar pr.922 1:> caf3 an d that this in-

atallutian in ta bc .re apaned, da be it; ca lang as it is done
3 4 1 .- , . . .o . < - .. .. . . -,

in i.ca r-32nce .:lta the p 'c ccsa c itabliah2d by l ui and,

';11.r c ro rc , th3 Ilu lear R-23uintory Can:aisaica 13 puraing that

p.:1]cy cr tha" cearnt ow. If they re; pan it, finc. It won't

a ff-:at cit:1er yo : ar I beca...;c we dcn't cet our clectricity

fram 'h ee :Lilc Ialand. Uc :ill hape it ni, var nappanc again.

4 '. . ; in l i t c.t 3 t 3 :" , : : c re aatiaficJ uith the cyctem

(' s

v'
':: . i t " .e 'il ] ' '13 pun 2ille ?. ':..t d atc r:21.13 t i# : 9. 2 to tihether

c plan 1c ;p a.;a . Oc yrt ha *;c < a;" att33 cat j _na a re c.artendaticas

,c .e . .dL . J t v " ay a t -..1 ; lent; "ha 11not, ' 'i: _t D.C divt t . .c,

ate.t2.nore power than they currently.have in tha arca.of perhapa

. 1 'i q 'nd rg tl: t ir n u llcar .'..c il.itic 3 ?

.:17 te tile utent ti;at th2 -caid;otu of an aran..

. i' ain ny give.1 *adiua n civ 'n ''; 2 uppartinity to apeak on

ubetM r ",uy 'a" it the'e. *ic- e are people u!.o a.ty that. .

n te t e.:e 3 3 3.- 1- -ta le ';t u c a'1'.d h 1' e it a , 'she ce and t he re
,.

are ; tac; pe :gt ; 13 n.y if t,hu t ir the eu3e. why did

"h11adelphia :1;.::cic 't"vo ta 52t "h air ; uc e f rom P wch-

,m
o \

., .h

D"]D "

D Y} W!.

oML$ h,o o Ju a

. . . . . .
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'

,
3ctt xa. 'Jhy dan't th2y do it la aittenhause Square and thay' *

won't have to carry their wires as far as that. I don't

knou what the' answer to that in. I!y co2aent to you, Jeff, la,

1

:that t.le Prealdent eppointed tae duclear dedulatary Com.aiaaloners.'

'
-

Phej ucre canfirued 1;y tite 3caate. They hne every right to do*

\ g.,+ , v -v - , y are d o. :in.g an. d .I..athin.k ,th..e. y :are do. in6. .it properly. - Inat they .w-:suu n .~ >.. s ,

. in .n. c -.?

':aLdt the .3aue la tac f ar tile FE here. If, in its wiadom,
''

,

I

the leginlatica wis: sea to taNe additional cafeguards on the
i
4

: naualders a:' the attte, I waald applaud that because if that

! is what t..e peopla af Pannsylvania unnt at 8 a what they shoulc

$ have. I dan't knau if :rou can take anythlug away from the NRC.
~

I don 't t'tia!: daagreaa '.111 let you get t uay with tilat but I-

,

thir't tir.t yet c;ul annuue uditional resp.nalbiAlty. Maybe '

y.r t .u; a 'i- d :: t h a t e tt Tie s. .' i don't knau. ,

.

Q D; ye a % la!: ti.2 an17 ai.pificuit cnange that you
:
i

> - r- - woul.t Isake would ba+ thes initiation of a 4 referendun inethe. local
~

,

county in viiich 3 : . . . plant ueuid be arccted and you indicated
;

d'
'

t'ic - probably the ge sple of '; hic arau would vate to --
!

. Jef arend u aad a reapenalble individaul un theo
,

i
~

accae and, .I ':hia't, even the .aaat ardent pro nuelcar pouer
.

paapic nau any that; that that's trua; that ' here chould 'bc
i.

caucbody there, either frce the 33C or fra.a 9hc coup ny Who is,

r

. . .

uc11 acquainted both ultr. nuelcar 'pauer and c mannientians t..id
A

I '

4

a.

. .

I i E g d *

f UbLfa LI 2T Linx |~
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g
(f that's.really not that far apart. Danton is not a .lewspaper

:aan yet he uaa abic to talk to peaple. If we had 172 Harold

Denton'a, one for eacu plant,' things would go easier.

4 '2aank you.

02MILGd 6dddP: Representative K11agaman't

EL REntE3EHP4TIV3 iGIIIGAMi: .g, .4 . , . 4 .: g. .j ,, ,, , , ,. ,,,j, ,; 3. ,,,, %> *.s o 10i ..% a n , . ,

y fhank you, nr. Chairu2a. .31r , 1 pr es uiae t hat

iay ecllea6aes have been referring to you as Saul simply be-

cauce they caa't prancuace dochler. iicrore I wax pailosophical,

1 wculd like ta clu.rify tha paint that m/ colleague, Bernie

.
O'Brica scya he valy reada your paper occasionally. That la

becauac he caa aaiy carraw it oceacicaally.

Paay er.it ue Gaul, by '-ha way, becauoe I spent a.,

gaud-part vi )J cJust life in --

q 1 t%dy:n it was bacause yau are an riy acn."

'

'A" That may very well"be. - s -=- < > + < .s -" ' '

.'a v a c :uia6a caua naturally. I believe rather
,,

.than-a qucntian, uaat i rca.:.ly think is to accure agreement

uita a ph11oaaphiec.1 palat uf uine aad that'a On the 3111 of

highta and the freedau uf preas. As i aee it, the foundlind~

.'c.ther; cataalidaed thu Jill of 31ghta not Cnly to, as you )

1

,uaid, ta 1:n.auaire peoplu liku you from folka like.us but also |

to imunize talk; like aa fruta peaple. like you and the gancici j

Q~.
'

CO O ' " "
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,,

( ) public geaerally. ?:u scatle:aan whc ttstified pr 2viously said

that credibility 'Jua tile isnue and t!nn he said that the

Jepartera didn't -2nJeratand the nous; era carly in the incident.

i.ijgarently,.lat Jd .a. giviad the:u infar:aatica but. was d vidd

it cc ':ee nal at;1c a 1; t h at c.c it a :c y ra n ac I n a:' t : 2 reportera

.'L.iler.ato ad it; ,u.'ltra t =J .tc.e .Laa.ie rs. . all c ans 24uently, that 's
..n o, . s. . . .,..s. . , , ,. -.

u;nt ':ce J2ntic. nan ;sia )e.?;ce, ': .at the reg ar" cra, c.t:sy la.

t: .: incident, baforc t ic thiag -- tita thing ti.ut cuaaed t!1cn

.

':; lig una t'nt ti cy celli.y dila 't L1; era':aa 1 rh.it 12t Ed 1.'as
t

' o:.11n,; t a 2:a. ~' a c.a r.i rce .:c ce 2 .) tecua;1ag2.eal in natu're that:

t. c ; 2) ;r t a r.3, t.m rej ilc.c n 2' ap 1per cap arec ca, didn 't under-

utend nue:.ene . 2 2 0;7 t a tii.; d :c "3 e . ?hc.t 1323a't .la auch cg
+ 1

'% ). 1

1:; int . f c ec J 13 E. -:; a c i': .ca a itek .;f 2.11e ra ci diag :n the

p . . c ': :. f t :0 .a u . 2 c ':la ; t 'au .2 t a ry '] f u ilu.t h. 'ma aclng tald..

'aut.2; , ting ".ut j ,2 ilil i..; f at ': te farther fron
'

h rta you get, .the -looser you can .get wi.th the. facts.' .

.lig3 aa wha saidJT. D . .i wa i ina Jacap:nuing ir..

t:1.t aa l r. aappea :n agree uith it. 7 d it' n ' t :.17 '.a aa er you

.i.1 J illd '(; t . 1 3:1d * l' l.;;J 3 J 7i''3 ':11 0 t1'dOP ". Jay i?it h ..

i ,; a, '-:10 at:1x thi;;, I':a .lat g ing to hurry hun

t2 3 0 '? ';12 2 . Jy'3: a ' ,; . P21: n e'.f 's .?

Is .'s M Ly .12 P ': .

i I ':h ' .i.; t-Ita t t h 2 rly e '".O .u01, 1 t ha t ''? 2 C:'ll 'l t L
' l

m'.

-

I ! '

)

_ ._
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'

(v''; ta is that the u.3dia is act perfect when it gets 2'arther auay

J t e.a h a.ae 3 0 that Jaat as the Lagislature la not perfect, so

t;tt ncus media la not parfect. 'je are going to have --.

2h2 .L'..a . icdia is n.t peJfecu, Ar . All.1gaman, no..

u.g ; L..u the au'..a .aeJ 2 n;re ut .ia.ae is aat alwaya periect

31ther _ad I';a taa f' Jet ta ad. alt it.
, , , m .., ,. .

.

Zea. .Lil s 2 are t L for:arataca af pabiic.

a g ini.a . I ..au J aa' having taat all of .af calleagues acre

', . 2 3 e;afuzeed ui....faa thact va g Lull d werv2d secoladca on

;,r a .1/ ..ilhing u. : . erlai; aere will do tac saue '.ulen it

c ;.re J ..z taj t; capartLl on tha iediC";17e rhide-a

x .e .ma; cavc. t.tc magislatu c.i
| 's

u.!s
. . ,.a;u .L .. u . z .... ...

;i2 L._J.J 1.2.f/.. .; ' J L:,.i : .. e ka cc., it.

. ;, . , . . , . ,
. . . . . .u. . ..;. c... ~ 1.. ...t..

!,

4 It'u a philanophical thing on the-Bill of dights. ,

..y cm.:: . : ;a ic t ...t
' '- _.mnd i.ag <.thica intenued them tow

p rv'.e e t people i . a.n e: ei ainf a 21 ; 31n610 3edaent of GOCicty
'

h't .i. t b : t . . .: p ru .. . , .hcP h a. it ;c t.r, pacticular religion

'> u t tt y .tcet 1-en la la v..:t cu ..nd it Larcits ae a little

' .i ? _.
there !; a 't ;; ain t..:i. Uc enn a uit;i u Dr. Jr:.yll.

''
>

a

- o n ' t e n t c.ny .. t. . e: . t .:.t h e r . I c.urce ..ith yau tht/e. But

i- uo . cie.: ne . _ i':t i.. tx.t it'a uccepteu. 14ay b e it ' .2 a,.,t ae-
,,

\
I

s .,

S

.

-
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{' }
cepted; decried a little bit, in the industry that the farther

away you get from home -- for example, during those days, I was

down here and nobody was excited at all. I went home, 75 miles

ahay, and there was panic.

A I would like to comment on one statement you made

about the foundling fathers and the First Amendment to the
~<.e o_. .. - ,, %, ,,

. .

Constitution. I'm not an attorney but, I believe, you will

find it says, " Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom

of the press. "
_

Q Pretty good quote.

A And Congress was forbidden to make any law taking

away freedom of the press. fir. Jefferson put it very succinctly-

'' when he said if he had a choice of government without the press
.

and the press without government, he surely would accept the

press without government.

Q . Jefferson was so brilliant I almost wish he were a,

Republican.

REPRESENTATIV?, O'BRIEN: Another guy.

REPRESENTATIVE KLIN1f. MAN: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: You have any additional comments

or wrap-up remarks? Representative Foster?

BY REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER:

Q Thank you. I would like to follow up on the point

(~)<s .

.
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4} you made in expressing your opposition to nuclear energy in

general and expressly that you felt that the plant sitings

should be a matter of the people in the vicinity to decide and

my question would be would that -- do you think it shc' tid be

on -- at what level; borough township, state level, the custo-

mer area? How would you arrive at that?
,...i,or '%eo , , , . , . .. . <~- -. , . . , ,,, . , . . , ,

A Whatever a legislative body in its wisdom decided tc o

be a proper radius.
,

Q I was trying to see what you thaght would be the
.

proper radius.

A Whatever the proper radius would be as established
.

by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, perhaps five miles, ten
O milec, twenty miles.

Q So, in cther words, you would essentially leave

this decision making process to the NRC?

A Or.to the General Assembly.. , ., -. . -

,

Q What I'm thinking is that whether it be a nuclear

plant; whether it be an oil refinery; a coal fired plant or

whatever, if you site it in &nd given locality, if you make the

radius narrow enough, you can guarantee that it will be de-

feated.

A Sure. You can do that with a playground too, Mr.

Foster. There are some people that don't want nursing homes

-

i
I

I

7 . u . * -? , . , .



.

63

('S in their area. This will happen no matter what you do. In'
think the Mayor of Middletown, Mr. Reed, put it perfectly when

he said he may have even said it before this Committee. Give

me a good old flood anytime. The water is there and I'm there

and I know I'm going to inundated. The problem with this

accident in March was that we did not.know and perhaps we still
,, ,. ,. - , , _

_

d on ' t know. That's my problem. When I turn that light on, I

don't know whether it comes from oil or coal or nuclear power.,

I would like to know that it's reasonably safe and that some-

body is looking out for ny welfare. Now, the Nuclear Regula-
,

tory Commission, the Department of Environmental Resources,
.

are doing that but if it's going to take four years to clean,s

^ it up, I agree with you, that needs to be speeded up. On the
.

other hand, they are the guys with the expertise and if it

takes that long, that's the way it has to be. It's very pon-

sible that you are right; that they should get with it. -
--

REPRESENTATIVE O'BRIEN: You'll find I'm right.

BY REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER:

Q That light you speak of, when it doesn't come on

and when that furnace doesn't come on, that produces panic of

another sort.

A True.

Q Thank you, Mr. Koehler.
~

(v)

-% g.

e
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( ]y CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Representative Stuban?

BY REPRESENTATIVE STUBAN:

Q Saul, you expressed your op. inion here on nuclear,

power and where you stand. Has this been an opinion that you

have formulated since Three Mile Island or did you have this

same opinion prior to Three Mile Island?
, , . ., w.. w. m.,. .. ,.n. m..-: , . , - .. .., .- , ,

A I had no real opinion prior to Three Mile Island.

My opinion is based solely and, again, it is my own personal.

opinion, it has no bearing on the newspaper's opinion. My

opinion is based solely on the fact that they cannot turn it
,

off. They cannot stop fission. They cannot stop reaction.

They cannot stop discharging to the air and if your honorable,s
]t

''
Legislature and if the honorable courts can't stop them, they

will discharge into the river. That's the reason that I worry.

I know that you have done something to keep acid mine drainage

out of rivers.. Now, I think you have to do something _to keep ..

nuclear waste out of rivers and if you have to close the plants

while you decide that to do, by golly do it.

Q Do you feel that this opinion the general public
~

had prior to Three Mile Island?

A I don't know. I think the general public probably

was uninformed, as I was. I used to have a professor in college ,

a history professor, who used to call us ignorant on the first

O
;

.

d

&
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day of class. Then, he said, now listen, I didn't say stupid.
V(~)

He said on the last day of class you may be stupid but right

now you are ignorant. I, for one, was ignorant. I didn't

raalize, for example, that while they are generating nuclear

power, they are discharging into the atmosphere. I had no way

of knowing that before. How, whdher that changes my opinion or
); ' g /s * s*r *+ .4: , 1. . *wsk + 11 * be. s q , ,

not doesn't matter because I am assured by everybody that the

levels of discharge are safe, safer than having my teeth x-

eyed, for example. What worries me, sir, is that they cannotr

turn it off.

Q 0.K. Another question then. You know you faced

here, and I don't want you to misunderstand me because most

likely my believe is going along with your belief and your
~

thoughts, but you really didn't formulate an opinion strongly

until after Three Mile Island?

(Mr. Koehler indicated in the affirmative.).,,

,

Q Would you then say that the utilities had sold
.

the general public a bill of goods that they weren't really

telling the truth about?

A I wouldn't go that far, no. No, I wouldn't sa,

that.

Q Well, do you think that they got involved in some-

thing they didn't have a lot of knowledge about, the nuclear

l')
V

.
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A industry?
V

A I think they are coveral yearn before their time,
yes.

Q To get off of that sub.doct, I'd like to ask you

another quantion and sinco you are a reporter of the newn and

everything 0100, it seems to me that the newn media got blamed
n. n +t r w - - - *

for a lot of thinge and we had a lot of problema here and you

made a otatement that the Emergency Management Act that we have
.

in a good act. We a.tno have, in that Emergoney Management Act

there in a headquartorn thttt in act up over at the PennDot

13u11 ding. Do you feel that when thisproblem arono and we had
*

.

the dinac.ter at Three Mile Island, if the Governor and overy-
4

(_s body cloc would have moved over to PennDot uhere they belonged

and would have gotten the neun relcanen and informed the people

and the prono at one contral location, we ponalbly wouldft have

gotton off on the tangent from the start?,, ,

A Oh, I'm the-lant fel'ow in town to the tell the

Governor where to go or where to make hin headquartorn.

CIIAIRMAll WRIG!rf: You don't writo editoriala.

MR. K0EIILER: I thought we had boon pretty kind to

the Governor. The Fronident also han every right to come in

here and act up headquarters anytime he unntn. I think the

procence of ono individual who knew what it wan all about and

|
--

-

|

>
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f (^s was able to talk about it in a sensible comforting manner
\)

changed the entire picture; maybe not in Loc Angeles or in

Dallas, Texas but certainly those of us around here.

EY REPRESENTATIVE STUBAN:

Q .In your opinion, you said that you would not tell

the Governor where to go but we do have an Emergency Management
u . . . , ~ , ,- ..t ~ . ~ ~ . .m + w - .- m.

Center over there and there is a headquarters over there to

house him. Then, you think that we ought to continue in the

next disaster the name way we operated in this disaster; let
,

each department go on their own and everybody set up their own

damned headquarters?

A Let me ahorteircuit you by saying we hope that

h'~ there are no more dinaaters. Hopefully there won't be any

more and if there is one, I'd like to see the correct informa-

tion given out immediately so that whether it be in this plant

.here and we are the local paper or in some plant j n California.-,

and the Los Angeles Times is the local paper, calmed, measured

reporting not directed at panic and not directed solely at

selling neuapapers will become the way of lj fe. That will be

great in all endeavorn but in an emergencies like that, it

becomes even more important.

Q The only thing I may add -- my diatrict, you know,

in right off a nuclear plant that possibly is going to get
,,
kj

. . w . n s. .. -%.
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r-) fired up in a couple of years and, you know, we are. sitting
L,i

down with the company and they are setting up all kinds of

committees on emergency management and everything else and if-

wa don't have a central location with open lines, we can't sure

ask the Governor to come to my little corner in Berwick,

Pennsylvania. And I think we have to have central headquarters
x u,+...,. n.. , ; .. .a . v. ..+,a,on.m ... . a, ., . . . . . . , , . , , , .n,.

where the central emergency management peopic will be so we

hsve direct lines of communications to the group that is going

to make the decision.

A Except that -- your point may be well taken. I

d on ' t kn ow . That is a matter for the Legislature to consider
.

and decide; not for us.

\- Q That's all. I don't want to put you on the spot

by saying where the Governor should sit and where he shouldn't.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Saul, you have been a good wit-

_ ness and.,we thtnk you very much.,,,,,,,,, , ,,, ,

MR. K0EHLER: Thank you for having me, Mr. Chairman

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: At this point, we will take a

ten minute break.

(The hearing recessed at 11:48 p.m. and reconvened

at 11:58 p.m.)

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Mr. Sheldon Parker and Mr. Larry

(~T '

c)

1 ,.
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rs J. Messinger. Will you raise your right hands, please?V
SHELDON PARKER and LARRY J. MESSING"R, called as

witnesses, were duly sworn by Chairman Wright and

testified as follows:

CHAIRMAN WRIGIfP: Shel, I assume you have a state-

ment -you would ,like to lead off with?3-3,s. , , , e, -

MR PARKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and good
,

morning. It's a pleasure to be with you although I know'ifrom

firsthand experience, even greater pleasure is found sitting

on the other side of this table. Since I anticipate maybe a

question or two when we are finished and since some of you,

g-) with whom I have had the pleasure of working in the past, know
%)

I have trouble changing a light bulb or turning off a light
,

switch, I brought a veteran professional of public television

with me.

* ~ * '

' Larry Messinger'is the Diredtor'of Technical '

Operators with the Pennsylvania Public Television Network and

has excelled in that position for ten years. Previous to

caming to Hershey to put PPTH on the air, Larry was Chief

Engineer at WHYY, Channel 12, in Philadelphia.
,

During the ten days of TMI, Larry worked day and night

primarily coordinating the distribution of broadcast programming

and advising on technical matters for both commercial and non-
3(o
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(}. - commexial broadcasting. -

%>

Now, PPTN is a network commission, an independent

commission, created by Act 329 of the General Assembly of 1968.

/s a part of its duties, it operates a television distribution

system which interconnects the eight public television stations

in Pennsylvania through the PPTN operations center in Harshey.
m m . , . . .. ,c . - . .> s;. .# 2 ~ -

.

Under the Commanucalth Disaster Operations Plan, PPTN is charged

with the responsibility to broadcast instructions and informa-

tion as directed by the Emergency Management Agency and to

broadcast information as requested by other Commonwealth

agencies.
.

Throughout its short history, PPTN has actively
b)\' and aggreadvely pursued its duty of supply information to the

public. During the Harrisburg floods of 1972 and 1974, and

the flooding caused by Hurricane Eloise in 1975, we provided

information dealing .with immediate relief and recovery. - bha

continued this tradition of service during the incident at

Three Mile Island.

We note that, despite the many emergency communica-

tions systems available to the Commonwealth, the Commonwealth,

we fool, made the wise decision of utilizing all media, including

public and commercial radio and television and the press, for
,

1

the dissemination of instructions and information to the public.
[')
~

s
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/~N- We believe this decision was correct because it contributed toO
the maintenance of helping to clam a concerned population. We

believe the response of the Pennsylvania media during the crisis

5.as outstanding and are proud of the role assumed by PPPN

and its member stations.

During TMI, PPTN responded to requests by the
o? ,a.m : .om. .s,, , n ..... .. v, , n. >- ..n ..

Governor, the Lt. Governor and other responsible high state

officials to provide distribut. ton services for official an-

noucements and information. In addition, PPTN and its member

stations developed and distributed other information services

including the broadcast of NRC announcements, press confer-

ences, and informative interviews and statements of responsible
D
'- experts and officials. Included with your copy of these re-

marks are Exhibits A and B which detail the programming

carried by PPPN cnd its member stations. All PPPN services

were made available not only to PPTN member. stations, but.to. .t ..

all stations in the Commonwealth, both radio and television,

as well as to our counterpart organizations nationally and

internationally.

PPTU is unique in that it operates the only

television distribudan system which affords instantaneous

access to the entire state and can provide that access frc=

any of seven regional. points in the Commonwealth. In times of

(~).v

.>- ,

e
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. ('') public concern, PPTN, an an ongoing policy, offers appropriate<

s-

programming to all Pennsylvania broad, cant stations, either

through arrangementa dircedy with PPTN or through cooperative

agreementa betueen individual public television stationa and

their local commercial colleagues. One auch cooperative

arrangement was that with WITF, one of our fine PPTN member
. , :, . . ~ - 3r. , ,s. , , . , , _ , , .u . ,

. ,- - 4 ,

stations, and uc are going to hear shortly from Mike Ziegler

who in the Executive Vice President of that station, who will

talk nore about the way uc instigated with the Harrisburg area

stations.

PPrN han a comprehensive operational disaster plan
.

of many years standing. The plan covers a wide variety of

[}
circumstances ranging from a partial loan of the interconnection''

nyatem to the partial or completo destruction of the operating

center or a member station. We must admit, however, that

before March 29 we did not envision the possibility of a maan
, , ,

evacuation.of a large area of the state. Even though there was

not a contingency evacuation plan on hand, one was developed

and hardware modifications made to annure the continuing flow

information to Pennsylvania's citizens wherever their new,r

..mporary homen may have been. The conti' sncy plan covera a

variety of evacuation circumstances. including the area to be ,

!

cleared, the vicinity of disperacment, the continuation or j

v(~'T
f
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(''q)' loss of utility services in critical areas, and maintaining

contact with news sources. The plan contemplates rapid estab-

lishment of auxiliary network control and sub-control points,

and the utilization of a broad selection of technologies

ranging from two-way radio and the ordinary telephone, throagh

conventional terrestrial ~ distribution systems, to the use of
av . .., , + , , ,. - . ..- ,9.

-communications satellites.

We believe that the information services to the

public, provided by PPPN and ot:1er media representatives, were

excellent. He do, however, feel that there are situations

which hampered our efforts and those of others to provide that
.

service. To improve the flow of news in the event of a cir- |

O
cumstance of similar conscquence, whether here or in another''

part of the state, we hope that you feel the following

suggestions are worthy of your attention:

- First, we reccmmend the establishment or designation

of an agency which can provide advice to those entities offering

official information regarding the most efficient means of dis-

tribution. For example, during the TMI crisis, PPPN would have

carried URC briefings live, as it did those of the Governor,

if it had been possible to do so. However, the site selected

for those briefings, the Middletown Boro Hall, had no access

to television facilities. Thus, while there was extensive live

( )%\. '
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g3 radio coverage, television coverage, even during the first
'u J

crucial days, was s1Enificantly delayed to allow recordings

to be rushed to the nearest tranamission point and assembled

far broadcast. Simply by moving the site-celected for the

briefing less than ten miles, for example, to the Capitol or

to the Hershey Theater, immediate live coverage would have been
,u. e .- n ..r.. .. , , , . , > , . ,

, , . . . . , , , . . .

poanible. We have no denire to minimize the very important

role which was played by radio during TMI, but we must bear in

mind that, in instances where official emergency procedures

have not been effected, a signticant portion of the population

will continue to look to television as their news medium.
.

Second, we recommend the catablishment or designa-
O
%_/ tion of an agency to identify and coordinate the une of avail-

able trenamiasion facilities. Televinion transmission facili-

ties are limited throughout the Commonwealth, both in location

and in the number of facilitica existing. During the TMI
.

, ,, ,

crisis, despite the addition of temporary facilities by

Pennsylvania Bell and AT&T, stations were forced to share

facilitica. Thio sharing una accomplished through a coopera-

tive effort by Bell, AT&T, and the sharing stations. Often

these sharing agreements were immediate and ad hoc. Often the

agreemento included the sharing of program material as well as

facilities.- However, despite the commendable and extraordinary

) I

.

%
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effort of Bell and AT&T, and despite the high degree of

cooperation between users, arrangements were frequently time

consuming and sometimes less than satisfactory. An entity,

knowledgeable of existing facilitics, alternate facilities,

and the routing structure, could provide the ability to aggre-

.6 ate. user nee.ds,and coordinate those needs with facility pro , , , , ,.
.

viders.

Third, we recommend the installation of a permanent

television transmission facility from the Capitol complex,

the Main Capitol, R1EA Headquarters, or both, to the PPrH

operating center. As we have noted previously, PPTH is the

p, only statewide transmission system capable of providing imme-

d
diate statewide broadcast access; but, in order to afford this

acccca at the present time, programs must originate from a

station which is part of the PPTH system. Origination from

locations'other than station studios-must undergo a complex - -

and time consuming routing, usually provided by Pennsylvata

Bell and AT&T, before reaching a point where it may enter the

PPTH system. For example, the Govern cr s briefing of March 308

on the subject of evacuation plans was routed from the Capitol

to Bell, Harrisburg; then to AT&T, Harrisburg; from there to

AT&T, Pittsburgh; to Bell, Pittsburgh; and finally to WQED,

.Pittsburgh, where it could enter the PPPN system Approximately.

|
|
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. (')S one and one-half houro notice of the briefing was simply in-
t

sufficient to allow time for the establishment of the picture

circuits . The major portion of that live briefing was sound

caly. A permanent facility, linking the Capitol and PPTN,

would circumvent this couplexity. Since PPTN bases a camera

unit in the Capitol, immediate access to,,the, statewide,distri-o ..,y .s . . . . . ,.m ..

bution network uould be possible if a properly maintained

facility were preacnt. The cooperative agreements between

stationa uhich we discuaced earlier uould then allow full

public and commercial broadcast throughout the state.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are grateful for having;.

7 s. had the opportunity to appear before you to express our views.
(_')

Many of us at PP?H are residents in the Harrisburg area or

the radius and know firsthand the concerna of that traumatic

time; ue applaud and support your efforts to provide safe-

guards againat-future crises and offer our continued assist-

ance. We will be happy to receive your questions, and
,

specifically Larry Menainger.

CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: Larry, do you want to make a
i

ccmment at this point?

MR. MESSINGER: Ho, sir, but I will be happy to

answer any questions.

BY CHAIEMAN WRIGIfr:
|?
\ _./4

.
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(') Q In a more facetious mood, Shelly, I think you are
v

making a ptch for some money.

A Mr. Chairman, *.his isn't the Appropriations

Committee.

Q I was just going to remind you of that. One of

.the problems that .you comment on concerns t.he location ofu.. s, ; , ,
, ,

the debriefings and the news conferences at Middletown rather

than a facility uhere you had better connections. Who made

that decision and why was that decision made; do you know?

BY MR. MESSINGER:

A I'm afraid I just don't have that information,

- Mr. Chairman. The decision was made and the conferences were

LJ
announced. I say the decisions were made and the conferences

were announced and I ass 12e it was made by the NRC but that is

simply an assumption on my part.

-I thought I noted, in watching some of the-Q -;" - - -r

commercial stations, background that indicated they were using

offices in the basement here at the Capitol and I assume that

s_me of those broadcasts were live. Did they channel them

through your facilities in the basement?

A To a larga_ extent, yes. There were other
,

facilities here as well. On the Friday, the 30th, I believe,

we had the only facility and, of course, we opened it up to as

I I )-~-

|
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() many people as we possibly could. On Saturday, Bell Telephone

and AT&T began moving more equipment into the Capitol Building

and.I think we were able to increase the number of lines out

of the Capitol from one to four by Sunday, at least. We still

had sharing agreements working after that time. There werc
<

many more before, news agencies..here. , , . , , , . . . ,, ,. . , . .

Q I assume the form of those sharing agreements was

informal. It wasn't a legal written document?

A legal documenta at that point. The bill, of.

course, was handled by Bell for those facilities and they kept

a record of who used them when and billed them according to

rg that principle.

V
Q I assume when you chared with commercial stations --

A Oh, yes.

Q There was some cost involved on your part?

''There were costs only for our own~ services.- If we
"

used a line from one o' clock to two o' clock, we would pay for

that period. If a commercial station would use that same line

from two o' clock to three o' clock, they would pay for that

period.

Q Who'did the bookkeeping and made the determinations?

A Bell Telephone kept a record of who was using them.

Q Questions? Fred?
I,,)

'

i e
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O BY Mil. TAYLOR:v

Q Yes. In your statement, Mr. Parker, you said that

PPPH is the officially authorized TV network for emergency

broadcasting and I don't understand exactly -- is that similar

to what we have when you hear the radio every so often, they

go off testing _the national broadcasting emergency system,
,, j, ,

response system; is it similar to that?

BY MR. MESSINGER:

A Ho, not the sane. The Commonwealth maintains a

comprehensive disaster plan with all of the Commonwealth

operations.
.

Under the plan, PPTN is assigned responsibility as

Mr. Parker mentioned in his statement for the broadcast of
O'

information and instructiona developed by PMEA and broadcast

information is requested by other state departments.

Q I see. But it's not --

fr- - A This is not an emergency plan. -
'

Q That's what I wanted to know. Thank you very much,

Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN URIGHT: Bob Hollis?

BY MR. HOLLIS:

Q
.

My question concerns the statement to hook up a

permanent TV network within the Capitol be it uhcre it may.

Isn't there some talk of your moving from Hershey into the

+ .
./ "
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\._-} .
Harrisburg area? Is this true, false, indifferent, aboutT'

trying to get some space within either the Strawberry Square

or something? Somebody is promoting something at PPPN or TV 33

- somebody was Soing to come into the area?

BY MR. PARKER:

A g 3.s.,Mr.
Ziegler will be able to do justice to that

, , . .,y,, _, 2 , t. , ; , . ,y , _ . ,m .,y..- . s . r,- n . . . . _ ,y u.. ,. .- . . . . . . .

questien but it's my understanding that Channel 33 andlETF is

looking at various sites. I'm not aware of any site though

within the Capitol cenplex. I think the closest would be some

distance fr n the Capitol complex.

Q The reason'I made that comment was that in your
,

> .

plan to provide for permanent communication or television lines
k,~' or uhatever it may be, they would have to run from here to

Hershey where the line would have to run -- and have they cone
.

up uith a cost estinate to run permanent facilities in? That's

basically my question. y .. , .,_ ., . . . , , ,.

BY MR. MESSINGER:

Q The line would run from the Capitol, as we suggested,

from the Capitol complex to the operating center in Hershey.

They are trying to estinate a cost on that or trying to esti-

mate a cost on that without doin$ an engineering study is

rather risky business but I will go out on the limb to the ex-

tent of approximately $35,000.

O

.
.
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(] Q $35,000, you say?

A That would be permanent transmission facilities,

not with cameras or any of the other pick-up devices but

simply the ability to come from this building to the network

operating center end have a signal received.

4 Basic ally without, the gameras but ,tihe line is the, ; ,

major expenditur e, we are talking about $35,0007

A We have also gotten a cost on that, using a

common carrier facility, of approximately $1500 a month. We

have a choice in routes to go. Ac I said, it's a dangerous

thing to say without having done a study.

Q Iro . I was just wondering whether the cost would
)'

be exhorbitant or minimal. I see it's mini:aal.

REPRESENTATIVE O'BRIEll: Jim, I have no questions
.

but I just want to make a statement that an auful lot of public

television, I think they do a tremendous job and-with Sheldon -

Parker, I wish he wee a Democrat.

MR. PARIGR: I had to shed my party label.

REPRESEMATIVE KLIliGAMAIT: The score is one to one.

CliAIRMAIT WRIGT: Jeff Piccola?
i

BY REPRESENTATIVE PICCOLA:

Q Yes. I must apologize. I don't get to watch much

television at all, let alone public television.

-
e
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I i CHAIRMAN WRIGHP: That's the best.>

V
BY REPRESEIC"C'/E PICCOLA:

Q I did participate in a program sometime af.ter the

accident which sort of brought together a lot of individuals

and, I guess, I participated as a member of this Committee, wiva

had some knowledge and input into what we were doing as far
,

,
,

as follou-up. Could you tell ne what kinds of. programs are

being sponsored by your network that would educate the public

that uould be related specifically to Three Mile Island and

nelear energy or the energy aituation in general and hou many

z . of these have been prompted by the incident at Three Mile

Island?7-
U

3Y MR. PARXER:

A Mr. Reprecentative, if you dan't mind, with 4r.
.

Ziegler couing on nex';, I think he can add a lot of life to

what is a very~ dull listing of programs and I think without any"

question WITF, the Harrisburg-Hershey station, did the most

comprehensive job and since Mike has the responsibility for

'

overseeing programming at 33, I think he can be much more res-

ponive and helpful to you.

Q This is the responsibility for each station?

'

A That's right.

Q Uot the network as a whole?

| (
| . \-
t
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(] A That's right, yes.
v

CHAIRMAN WRIGIE: I guess that's it. I'd love to

ask some questions about the channel that is more accessible to

.T. 2 , Channel 53 out of Trenton, New Jersey,
t

1tR. PARKER: That's New Jersey Public Television.

CHAIP24AN WRIGHT: That's the one that is more ac-
6. J:.e a. . ,.a .: . . . . , ,.

cessible to where I live.

MR. PARKER: That's unfortunate.
,

CHAIR'14N URIGIF : Thanks a lot.

MR. PARKER: Thank you.

C'IAIRMAN WRIGIR: Our next witness is Mr. Michael

Ziegler, Executive Vice President of Channel 33 Wauld you

O' rai';c your right hand, sir?

MICIIAEL J. ZIEGLER, called as a uitness, being
,

duly sworn by Chairman Wright, testified as follous:

a- . . 4 ,
,

CHAIRMAN WRIGRT: We'd appreciate it if you have

opening remarks.

MR. ZIEGLER: I have some informal opening re-

marks and I'd be glad to resp.and to questions. I'll also,

in my opening remrks, attempt to answer a few of the questions

Mr. Parked alluded to.

WITF is the independent public television station

serving southcentral Pennsylvania including the entire 20-mile

^ la ,

; ., ' e - . . . ., a. ., , .
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]{'} ' radius of the arca affected by TMI. WITF participated with

Pennsylvania's other six public TV stations -- participates in

the operation of PPTH and cooperates fully with PPTN.

Hawever, I must point out that MITF is independent of PPTH.

In responding to the specific question about the

relocation; in. fact, WIT _F; has engaged in talks of a relocation
,

.

,,, . , . .

tc Harriaburg and a change of city license from Hershey to

Harrisburg. The primary site being considered in Harrisburg

is on the campus of Harrisburg Area Community College. How-
,

.

ever, it is WITF's plan at some point in the near future to

catablish a Harrisburg office and establish a microwave link'
.

fr:m that office and a small production facility to our studios

wheraer they may be. In fact, the site at Strawberry Square
1

has been mentioned. We had, six months or so ago, some
.

Informal conversationa about the possibility of leasing a

* - small office in that complex for the purposes of. this. . In .

i

! fact,. this would be for WITF's local program operation. It

would, of c .urse, bc available to PPTN if any sharing would be

contemplated or be desirable.

As ue did, as WITF did, dur'ing the two; floods'

which devastated parts of our service area in the past,

uhen the crisis occurred at Three Mile Island, we assessed

.

how WITF could provide a service to the area. We falt we

.

: m ..
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.

: (} could count on-the commercial radio and TV stations and the

local and national press to cover the hard news of the event.

We, thcrofore, felt our role should be a three-fold one.

Firt, to provide a forum and a means of communica-
,

:

; tion to the arca and through PPTN into the Commonucalth for

various national and s. tate officials. . .

-! . c m .,-. ,,., , . .

, n. a i, . c ~, . n ..,
. , 3 ., -. . . . . . - -

Secondly, ne felt we should provide a means for
.

I analysis and bac!tground information. This, considering the

fact that we felt confident that the hard news of the event
1

would be fully covered.

Thirdly, we felt that we should make a commitment
4

to continue c. overage uith retrospective materials through;

O '5hc months and even years following the incident. In other,

uords, we vere determined not to lct.it vanish from our atten-,

! tion and not to move on to other events and have people say

!
- whatever happened. Not that we figured that.that would happen' ~:

i

; but we made a com:nitment to continue our coverage,
i.
; Consistent with those goals, we mounted an imme-

dinte effort involving our entire local production capability
|-

i of six producers or uriters and three. full location videotape

j teams to gather material. At the same time, we operated our

facilities throug the PPEN supported Capitol news tame and
h
'

through PPTU made state officials aware of the availability of I

i [)rs-

.

'

-

!
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/~D our facilities for origination purposes or for other official
V,

communications, our facilities in Hershey.

What grew frcm that conmitment was a roster of

programs and, with your indulgence and just.about a minute, I'd

like to review the programs that we, in fact, produc1d during

.that time. On T, hursday, March 29th, the day after the event,., e._ s u..w . e a. . w, ., . , ,. , . . ,, ,, , . , , , , . , , , , ,.

the regular edition of our weekly neus magazine program, 360,

made brief mention of the incident and outlined some of the

questions that were in people's minds at that point and promised

a full report the following Neek. Also on that same Thursday

', night, the day after the accident, WITF interconnected with

the Mc?Teil-Lehr (phonetic) Report of PBS for a live broadcast,s

which originated in part in Hershey, and at 11 p.m. that same

Thursday evening, originated a live program which was fed
,

by P33 to more than 200 public television stations throughout

the country entitled, "The Mishap at.Three Mile Island: An .

Update." This program uns hosted by WITF's John Baer

(phonetic) and featured the Governor and provided several

field reports from WITF producers who had been hard at work

that day taping pieces on location in the field.

On Friday, the 30th, we provided the McNeil-Lehr

Report wit 'l a short sognent which they used in the program and

on Tuesday, uc produced a live episode of our regularly
G

.(_)

.
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<.() scheduled series, newsmakers, hosted by John Baer, and fed that

program to -P33 who in turn distributed it to the 200 or more

stations. This program featured an analysis by a group of
,

reporters of the events up to that point.

Cn Thursday, April 5th, we produced a special

.sta,teyide editi,on of our.. weekly news. magazine, 36,.0 It dealt
3. , a , <. - s r. . w - . , .a- , , . .., -

. ,

cxcitisively uith Three Mile Icland from c variety of perspect-
.

ives and included six reports.

Cn Thucadcy, April 10th, ue produced another

newsmaker program, . this one dealing with the fiscalgartermath
,

of Threc 1111e Island. It was offered statewide through PPrH'

.

and used by soue of the other PPTH affiliated stations. '

-

En Thursday, April 12th, uith the incident still
.

very much in the neus, our regularly scheduled episode of 360
,

contained a felleu-up report on the incident.

'All of these productions were tfunded ,by WITF or -
;

by P3S sources. Excerpts fron these programs ucre also dis-

tributed to other PBS stations fbr their use in local programs

and VITF cooperated with PPTN in meeting technical requirements

of the network and participated fully in the activities that'

.

resulted from the need to distribute program materials.

i

| As the days passed and the ueekend following the

accident approached, WITF bedan a series of conversations'

.O
I

.

!
J

+
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.

s ncerning our role as broadcasters as opposed to program

producers if an evacuation uas ordered. WITF's Director of

Engineer, John Bosack (phonetic), suggested u s i' g ; P P f Nn
:

facilities to relocate our H ershey operation to State College,

Penn9vivania, hopefully well outside the potentially affected
i

area of the evacuation.
4 k - ,, . .... ; m n . a ' w a.. - s m * < . :n, .,

Cn 5'inday afternoon, I contacted individually the

General :Innagers or their representatives of each of south-

central Pennsylvania's commercial television stadon, asking

each of them whether they would participate in devising a joint

plan of operation if an evacuation would be ordered. For the
.

record, the people who participated in d3 vicing that plan
('

.rarc Joe "tiggins of WHP, David Dodds of NLY3 TV, Paul

Abbott of NTPA, Hel:lon Sears of UGAL and Bob Stough of WSBA in
,

York. All of those station 1 would have been criticallyy

affected should an evacuation had.bcen ordered. All.agreedmand m ;.
,

in conference calls Sunday afternoon and again on Manday, the

plan was jointly agreed upon. In a nearly unprecedented

action by the Fed.cral Communications Counission, permission

was granted en a Sunday afternoon for all of the many pieces

of regulated activity needed by the plan to take place. Most

of those activities, under normal conditions, being highly
,

l
illegal and the FCC responded on a Sunday afternoon, much to

|

O
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the amazement of all of us. It restored our faith as broad-

caaters in the ability of the regulatory agencies to respond if

the need for response was really there.

Rather than going inte great detail about the plan,

I wculd like to cuote frcm an article which oppeared in

"Brcadcasting Macanine" on April 33rd, 1979 Broadcasting
..w .. ,

. ... . . .

!!cgazine is widely read and in considered to be the trade

journal of the brcadcasting incuctry. The article is entitled

'Mhc Ultinato in Rcmete Control." And I quote, "Had broadcasters

been forced to evacuate the Harrinburg, PA area during the

Three "ile Island nuclear crinin, local service would have

been continued by renote control under a contingency plan spear-
g

_ hraded by non-connercial UITF ?l, Hershey, PA . Local broad-

cacters ucre prennred to originate from the facilities of ano-
.

ther nenber of '-he 9ennsylvania Public Televinion Network, WPFX

TV, State College, Pennsylvania, 3:me 90 miles from the nuclear
,

reactor. Key to the joint effort by public and commercial

stationc woul ! bave been the microwave interconnection among

Pennsylvanin Public Television Network stationn. The microwave

would have alloued tilTF to have been operated by remote control

by UFFX TV patchin ; the stations together. In addition to the

local reports by WPFT TV, the public broadcasting service, PBS,

would also be braucht in ac usually by satelite. It was also
m

I

e



, . _. .- - -

.

90
4

expected that arrangements would be made to bring in commer-'

cial network reports. Once transmitted to UlTF TV via the
-

,.

ulcrowave network,'the commercial stations vould have adjusted
,

l tacir transmitters to pick up and rebroadcast, if they wished,

;

! the UITF si6aal. Aside from UII'F TV, the other Fennsylvania

>
~

e ,s at tions participating in t.he plan were USBA, York; WTPA, % ,. ...,.s...,.

. , . , 4, y , . -, .,
-

.. .. -
<1 . . ,

4

und UliP TV, both in Harrisburg, UGAL TV and WUIE TV both in

Lancaster. Each station una to be represented on a

Prograurning Committee headed by NITF. Local nous reports wcid

have been pooled and other :aaterial cherry-picked from national

j. services. Rapoctors fran the participating stations would all

I have shawn up on the air. The idea was to reassure vicuers

O
'

by using acus peolila station's audiences normally turn to.

2xpressing the faelings of all of the stations involved,

including ULYE TV, Lancaster, was George A. Kohler (phonatic),

President of Gateway Communications Incorporated :in a . letter-* " "

'
to FCC Chairman, Charles P. Ferris. Mr. Kohler called the

plan, ' A unique, in the literal canse of the uord, sample of
i

j cooperation.' :Ie caid that, 'I think the Commission should be
:

I aware of the public minded independent actions of all of the

stations involved.' And after explaining the contingency
;

plan, he concluded, 'I have only a secondary interest and a
, ,

! subjective one in tha action. As a-broadcaster in the business

'

s
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q(./ for 34 years, I am impressed by what the broadcasters can do

will.tc do in emergencias for-the benefit of the public.'"
"

That quote from Broadcasting Magazine.

In exercising our third level of activity, we have

continued to report indepth on the cubsequent events of the
,

accident; most recently, full coverage on both our radio and , ,, , v.. + r.. . . . , yg 4- . u- ,.s..- 4 . . .-. .

televicicn staticnc of Penn State University's conference on

radiation and health held in Herchay last week.4

Finally, en Sunday, Cetober 28th, at 10 p.m. the

r. ore thnn 200 stations affiliated with PBS throughout the

country will brcadcast a special. WITF TV production produced

i and written by WITF's John Dcer, in production since the'

(V%.

cecident, entitled, "The People of Three Mile Island. " I in-
4

vite your vicuing to that program and your quentions.
.

CHAIE'GI' URIGIC': I had a question but you

answered it. ;>-m , . # a,, , .- . . - . ..

MR. ZIEGLER: Thank you.

BY CHAIRMAN WRIGHT:

Q Logictically though, acauming that all of the

stations are out in the greater Harrisburg area and you were

the only one in existence in Hershey and you had to be the focal

point for public- televicion and for commercial television,,

uhat logictical problems uculd you have?

.

.

1
,
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(~ ~A We set up a detailed scheme to evacuate personnel-

(
4 .

with .uaps, 'mcating points, all that sort of thing. Tha ' people'

i at.Penn State arranged for dormitory rooms, for food service,
i
i cet aside univer::ity rooms for work rooms, this sort of thing.

We also contacted Colcnol Henderscn's office to make sure that

any activity we took would not be inconsistent with activities
m., . n . .w . .. ;. . . .. , ,, y , ma. , .a.

that he may be aware that was being planr.ed at the state level
t,

; cr otheruisc. Dacically, we would hc.ve pushed the button that

j ccnnects the UITF transmitter in Blue Mountain just above

Earrisburc directly to the PPTN line. That in turn would be,

patched through frc.- PPPU in Hershey to State College and
,

i locked the door. lind the question -- someone at the FCC asked,
[a ..

.

; nell, if your trensnitter started acting up and it was in the

cvt.cuated arca, how vould you turn it cff to avoid interference

I to other critical services and scacone else suggested cciling

'

y, thc' National Guard in and, in fact, sencone in Washington did., , ,%

!
:

do that to find out uhether the station's transmitter could be.: .

!

i destroyed without anyone having to Go into an evacuated area.

*

That's the point at whic!' w. were Inughing at ourselves. But
i
! I suppose one could consider that part of the logistics of the
!.
*

whole scheme.

! CIIAIPJUU WitIGIiP: Questions? Representative
,

.

Klinganan?,

.v

Ti

! tic., J- - y
_ _ _

. . . < , . .



93

BY REPRESEITPATIVE KLI"GAMAII:,W)(x_s
Q Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Sir, you mentioned there

a couple of auotes. I wrote down. One time you said the news

' vSuld be cherry-picked from national?

A Yes.

Q I assume commercial news broadests is on
- s . .. . - , , ,. . . . . .,

com:acreial stations?

A Yes. That would be the purpose of the Programming

Committee.

1 You said that you have continued to report on the

incident at Three Mile Island; that perhaps the clean-up

possibilities and so on. How do you -- you don't have a six
4
* 4

A/ o' clock and aleven o' clock news anti so on, do you?

A That's correct, we do not.
.

- Q You do not. You don't have a nous team, do you?

. , . ._ A , Yes, ve do. We have a team of experienced mostly.. ,e . . , .

in the print medium, journalists working to produce several

weekly indepth programs, analysis, background pieces. These

programs are broadcast each week by WITF TV and WITF FM. Our

intention, as funding allows, is to increase those programs to

the point where we have eventually a daily presence. I would

compare our coverage in the same tc.; that you might compare the

McNeil-Lehr Report to CBS Evening ITows.

/"\

d
.
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M ', g ,,w .m ' Ie w * %M . 1 /6



D'.

)' Q Even that la almost analytical rather than three

people were killed today in an automobile accident on 81,

that sort.of thing.

A Yes.

4 ilhat was raally going through ay mind here is we

cye..all aware that,in the, electronic media, medias, the, news, w.cmcy, 2 ,

is their selling point, right?

(Mr. Ziegler indicated in the affirmative.)

Q In fact, I know a broadcaster who used to say of

the prers; in fact, he said of his own electronic media,

" Tomorrow'c news today.".

A Yes.

4 How can you be sure t."an that you're not picking up

come of the inaccarceics that might be transmitted? We just
.

established here tcday that' locally people do a pretty good

' - job and the further you get away from home, you find the less

careful they arc. Hou can you be sure that you're not, because

of the immediacy of your media, how can you be sure that yot.'re

not helping to cGd to the panic, for example?

A I don't believe that anyone in the business of

c;vering or reporting the news can ever be completely sure

that they are not picking up and passing along s mething that
.

is less than completely true. However, in our case, we feel

._
n

I
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,
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.D that we have the luxury of time. The lack of daily deadlines,.V.
pressure, experienced by our writers and producers allows them

somewhat more latitude to check on sources, to ceck corroborati:1g

evidence, to wor:: on a story a bit longer and this produeos

material that' la more of a baciq;round nature. It aisc allows

us to be'a b,it..more ,caref.,ul. T. his is not said to.,irgi!.y. that.., , . . . ,. ,4 . .

-

Others aren't equally carcful. It's simply that they are

wor: ting on different tasks and the deadline pressure of

cranki13 out sonething for a show at six o' clock in extremely

tau;h. I vorked in that area and I know how extrene that can

ba. I kian the storica that never show up because they can't

be corroborated but are later da.aontated to be true. Now,
.O

hapefully, ue have, aa 'TI??, the ilae to allow that span of time

.ta pass to find :ut uhether that atory that can't be corro-
.

borated turns out to be truc 2nd at that point we can reporti

$g , , .n , .+ w. ,. .. .. ., sy. .

Q Cnc other quastion came tc mind. 'fou uere talking

about evacuation,

n 'Lec .

Q Herahey cbvious, I knou geography that well, in

cast of the Susquehanna.

A Yes.
.

.

Q Ue said at one point-here there may have been a
[)L.m

.

, * # . 4 7
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,

plan that everybody west of the Susquehanna go north, everybody

east of the Susquehanna go south. You're talking, being east

of the 3usquehanna, going in the other direction. Earlier in
,

t;.cac hearin.;3 when we were concerned abcut,cvacuation, it

was entaring in ..y mind that wa should maybe have some sort of,

4

regional set up so that there was coordination between the
w... e ,- . , , . , , e..w e s m, . v # . &.. r-~, w. . ~s.

pcopie planning evacuations. Here you any part of any such
i area plan?

1. :10

Q, Sce, thic is my concern.

A ?ia, ue vere not.
.

C. If we are going to vorry about evt.ct*ction, we
h

- should he.vc senc nort or plan er fcrcot evacuation completely.

1. Ist the noint that uc h.d to put together our plan,
.

ue were limited in n utnter of uayn. State College una the,

'

only station we could have worked with. . HowcVer,,ue had no way
.

of knowing whether ou'r pecrie cculd get there becaune we didn't

knou uhr.t reads would be in what direction. We didn't iciou

"hether they could get through. Se, we planned to acnd -- we

had voluntecra uho vere prepared to try to nake it to State
,

,

' - College, decpite uhat the evacuation plans.might later develop

to be and we tried to get tuico as many people as we thought we
i

uight need in State College end hop? that enough of them would

()m ,
a4

. ,As
'- ; ;'{Q_.
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. [J' get through but we didn't know the plan. You are absslutely

right. This is of great concern to us.

This is ' hat disturbs me in this whole area ofQ w

evacuation because somebody may live in a certain area that is

supposed to go north but mom and pop live to the south and they

are going to go to the south. We, talked.here yester. day,of r. s as

evacuating hospitals ana nursing hoact. It's beginning to be-

come,14r. Chairman, mind boggling to me whether we should even

worry that much about evacuation because it almost seens impos-

sible to det something coordinated, especially in a catastrophe

for which ue have no uaraing. He knou that a hurricane is

coming. We have warning of a flood. We don't get any warning
V

of an earthquake or a nuclear accident and it accus, of course,

here we are concerned about nuclear accidenta but it worries
,

me, this whole busincas of evacuation; unether it could be done

even if we wanted 'to do it and you just brougnt it to my mind '

when you said we were going to go to Stata College but yet you

weren't coordinated uith anybody was to whether you were

supposed to go to State college or go -- the lack of

. coordination here in evacuation diaturbs me.

A It was my understanding on that weekend, as we

were thinking about the prospect of evacuation, that there were

an awful lot of other people sitting around thinking about it
q

h.v

h

,
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- too and we had no way_to be in touch with them, noi 'chey with

l'e felt, civan' uhat we perceived as our obligation, tous,

ucrk at proyiding maintenance of servico, we felt particularly
U

f *ust/ated 'and particularly troubled by this problem.

Q Getting back to your ncus connection, you have no

-- ??~'N has no regular- news gathering service. You have more
.. ... y: > .s. . . . m.,. v, . - w . .. . .- - . ..-,,ex.~ ~~

' cr less writers who anc. lyse what has happened. Is that the

I idea?

? A Well, Je o!.ould not conf 23e TIITF's production

efforts uith thase production efforts supported by PPTH.

There is, as you ar2 auare, the Neua Bureau that covers'
;

!. 'apitcl events and contributes to the productiot. of a ucekly
.

'
'

prcgra : broadcas'- by all of the PP?T stations. WITF is

ceparate frca that in that no have our oun teams. He do our
'

,

.

oun reporting. Ue can certainly .:ocperate. There is more news
.

~

.than.one. team can. cover. Occasionally, Uc find each other in3. . g.,,, ,

each othar's tracks but not very often.

J Q 'I uns ;Just centering my thoughts-on the possible !

accuracy of 1xaediate reporting. That's all.I have, Mr.
'

Chairman. >

-

CHAIRMAII WRIGli?: Thank you, Mr. Ziegler. It's
,

,

a pleasure having you uith us. lis I look at the clock, it's

neu 20 minutes-to one and Ue had inforned our next uitness, Mr.,

N(m
.

\

-

.
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rR~ ..jj ^ Paul _ Critchlow, that he wouldn't be on until 1:45; two o' clock.
u

Our attendance hus dropped off and if you don't strongly
,

object,1 would like to can cl Mr. Critchicw for this afternoon

and reachedule hii presumably for October 4th. But before I

close this necting, you know, we have no;;cd that both Mary

.Bradley and. Carmen,.Bruno hava,pcen.in attendance at everyone, ,a...+. ,,. .,

cf car meetin63. ..e uander, and this is whether you would like
'*

,

to participate; do you have any criticians, and cornents, any

problems that you uidht li'.:e to point out to us?
.f

; 11R. 33U:!O: You skip lunch for one thing.

C~IAI GUN W3IG:D: Uoald you prefer not to partici-

k .
patc7

;IR. 3RUID: I don't think 30 You usan on the -

work of the Com ittae or tha coverage?
,

,

0.31.Tul ".13m:I?: Anything that yau uight -- any

i "coxaents you' might want to make. -- +~ - ~m -

:1R. 33U:L: I don't think so.
t

CIGI2IGH WRIGID: 0.K. Thank you veiy much. At

'
this point, I uill adjourn the necting and we will send you a

notico uhan our urap-up ueeting is. Thank you.

(The hcaring terminated at 12:40 p.m.)
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I hereby certify that the proceedings and evidence,

taken by me before the Pennsylvania House of Representative,
,

House Select Cocraittee - Three Mile Island, are fully and
'

accurately indicated in my notes;and that this is a true and

Q correct transcript of same.
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