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‘ whereupon,

was called as a witness and, having been first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows:

PROCEEDINS

(9:15 a.m. {

JOSEPH L. FOUCHARD

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. PAGE:
o} Please state your full name for the record.
A Joseph J. Fouchard.
Q Mr. Fouchard, I show ycu what has been marked for
identification as Exhibit 5062. 1Is this a copy of a letter
sent to you by the NRC TMI Special Inguiry Group concerning
your deposition here today under oath?

A Yes.

this

4] Do you understané the information set forth in

letter, including the general nature of the NRC TM1 Special

Ingquiry?
A I do.
Q Your right to have an attorney present here today

as your representative and the fact that the information that
you provide here may eventually become public?

A I do.

Q Mr. Fouchard, is counsel representing you personally

today?
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‘g A No.
2: Q I wouléd like to note for the record that the
3£ witness is not represented by counsel today.
‘w Mr. Fouchard, if at any time during the course of this
54 interview you feel you would like to be represented by counsel
6& and have counsel present, please advise me and we will
7% adjourn these proceedings to afford you the opportunity to
5:; make the necessary arrangements. Is this procedure agreeable
9\; to you?
‘oig A It is.
“§% o) Mr. Fouchard, you should be aware that the testimony
‘7'§ that you give has the same force and effect as if you were
131 testifying in a court of law. Our guestions and four responses
14 are being taken down, and they will later be transcribed. You
151 will be given an opportunity to look at that transcript and
6| make changes that you may deem necessary.
7 However, to the extent that your subseguent chances are
'3 sicnificant, those changes may be viewed as affecting your
. credibility.
@< So, please be as complete and accurate as you can be in
2‘ﬂ responding to our questions. If you, at any point during the
22& deposition, do not understand a guestion, please feel free to
23? stop and indicate that and we will make the clarification at
24 that time.
Ace-rederal Reporters Inc .
25

Let me warn you of two basic ground rules. One is that
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you permit us to finish our questioné before you give your
response, even if you know what the guestion is going to be.
Because the reporter cannot take down both of us speaking at
the same time.

Secondly, respond audibly. Motions, such as nodding your
head, cannot be taken down by the reporter.

I believe you have brought with you today a copy of your
resume.

A Yes.

MR. PAGE: Would the recorder please identify this
as Exhibit 5063.
(Exhibit 5063 identified.)
BY MR. PACE:

Q Does this document accurately summarize your educa-
tional and employment background?

A It does.

o The letter that we have marked for identification
as 5062 asks that you bring with you any documents in your
pessession or control concerning T™™I-2, the accident or
precursor events which you have reason tc believe may not be
in the official NRC files, including any diary or personal
work file.

Have you any such documents?

A The only thing I have -- and I'm not even sure that

I can find them -- were a couple of tape cassettes that I
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made while I was at Three Mile Island. And they're essentially

feature-type material, like stories that people told me about

what they did. And I'll have to look for those. 1I'm not sure

I still have them. I have not played them since that time.
I'1l be happy to give them to you. There's nothing, as I
say, that 1'm aware of of any particular significance on them.
They're just more human interest stories.

Q Okay. Fine.

Have you given a statement to any investigative body
concerning the Three Mile Island accident?

A Yes, two. One to the representatives of the
President's Commission and a second to representatives of
Senator Hart's 'Subcommittee.

Q Do you recall when these were given?

A The meeting with the President's Commission people,
I am sorry, I do not recall. It was =--

BY MR. FOSTER:

o] Would that have been about the third week of July?

A 1 was going to guess about two months ago. That's
strictly a guess. I have not recei ed the tape.

BY MR. PAGE:

Q Okay. We will receive a copy of this and will
include it in our records.

k. The other interview was September the 2lst, for

which I now hand you a transcript.




n;|
12 |
13 eT
i |
1S |

16

24
Ace- .Jera Reporiers Inc
25

BY MR. FOSTER:

(v} Have you reviewed this transcript?
A Yes.

0} Is it accurate?

A Yes, to the best of my knowledge.

MR. PAGE: Would the recorder please identify this

as Exhibit 5064.

(Exhibit No. 5064 identified.)
BY MR. PAGE:

Q I do understand, then, for the record, that you
believe the statements made by you in Exhibit 5064 to be
comple;e and accurate to the best of your knowledge?

A ~ can't say that they're complete, because there
were many things which I could not recall.

Q. Complete to the questions that =--

A The most complete and honest answer that I could
provide to the guestion, yes.

o) To begin our set of guestions, Mr. Fouchard, would
you give us a chronological briefing on your emergency
response activities following the TMI accident, starting on
wednesday, March 28th, 1979, and going up through the first
five days until April 1, 1979?

First, would you tell us when you first learned about the

accident at TMI on March 28th?

A Some time between 8:00 and 8:15, we received a
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call in the Public Affairs Office --i think I took it personallf
myself, but I can't recall for certain -- from our regicnal
public affairs officer in King of Prussia, ”ar]l Abraham,

saying that a state of emergency had been declared at Three

Mile Island and that is all he knew.

1 subseguently went to the sixth floor of the Maryland
National Bank Building to see if the Executive Director for
Operations had been notified. I believe he was getting a call
just about at that time. I believe it was from John Davis,
but I can't be certain of that, either.

Subseguently, Mr. Gossick, Mr. Case and I went to the
incident response center at the East-West Towers Building,
where I remained 'til late on Wednesday evening of the 28th.
Thursday morning, I went to a Commission briefing, which is
an open briefing, and it preceded the briefi.c on the Hill of
Congressman Udall's Committee. That was the briefing of the
Commission, was held at our H Street office.

0f course, the briefing of the Congressmen was at the
Capitol.

Thursday afternoon, I returned to the incident response
center, where I stayed until that evening, and I don't remember
when I left. Early on Friday morning, I accompanied
Harold Denton to the NBC studios here in Washington, where
Mr. Denton was a guest on the Today show discussing the

Three Mile Island accident.
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it began to be apparent that the situation was deteriorating
at Three Mile Island. I believe the :ranscripts of the
discussions between the incident response center and the ~
Commission on that morning will indicate, unless you want me
to go into more detail, I had a number of conversations ==
number, I don't remember how many =-- with the Chairman.

o} Dc you recall what time you arrived back at the

incident response center on Friday morning?

By the time we had returned tc the incident response center,
|
|
|

A I do not, because 1 cannot recall what segment
Mr. Denton was on that morning. I believe it was the 8:00
o'clock segment, but I'm not sure, which would have put us
back at the incident response center at 9:00 o'clock. But
that's a very hazardous response, because I don't remember
whether it was the 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock segment he was on.

G Do I understand, when you arrived back at the
incident response center, woré had already been received
soncerning +*he release of radiocactive materials that morning?

A No, no, no, no. I do not remember the precise
timing on when the word was released -- received on the --
what became the -- what the 1200 MR above the containment
building -- I just don't remember at the time of that, but --

Q Were you present in the incident response center
when the first call came in notifying the NRC headgquarters of

the release that morning?
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A I very honestly cannot recall. I have not read
any of the tapes of the incident response center. 1I've had
some presented to me in connection with some previous inter-
views. But I don't remember the circumstances of the 1200.

Q And do you recall a telephone call that morning
from Karl Abraham?

A I'm sure there were many telephone calls from
Karl Abraham -- I'm sure there were many telephone calls from
Karl Abraham that morning.

Q -~ concerning the matter?

On the IRC tapes, there is a record of a conversation
apparently invelving you with Mr. Abraham on Friday morning at
about 9:09, thereabouts, wherein he called and said that he
had some information concerning a possible release that morning,
and was attempting to verify the numbers that had been repcrted
to him.

Do you recall that conversation?

A I very honestly do not, no.

BY MR. FOSTER:
Q I have purportedly a copy of the transcript of that

call. Would you take a look at that and maybe it'll help out.

| I think 1t begins halfway down the page.

BY MR. PAGE:
Q. I have the same record here, but I listened to the

tape again yesterday and identified who I think made what
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statements.
A All right. 1I'll use the cne you've given me,
Mr. Page.
[+ But this is strictly on the basis of what I heard, |

anéd I coulé not definitely identify people.

A I notice that this is -- I notice that, while the
voices identified are myself and Mr. Abraham, tiere is also
an indication here that this is on the speakerphone, which
means it could be played to the people in the EMT section.

All right. I read it. I must say, I don't recall the
specific conversation. But I'm sure there were many specific
conversations 1 don't recall.

Q And do you recall a discussion in the incident
response center concerning the possible need for NRC to recom=
mend to the Governor an evacuation around the TMI site?

A I do.

o) Could you tell us something about the mnversation,
as you recall it?

A All right. And this is a \e.y hazy recollection,
and I will try very hard not to be selective in my recollection.
And it's going to be general, not specific.

It is my recollection that we did not know where this
1200 MR figure had come from. And we did not know whether
there might be other releases subseguent to this one. There

was general discussion, and I believe Mr. Collins of the



mte 10 l
1

o

22

|
23!

24
ce-reuers! Reporters Inc |
28 |
{

[}

|

12

State Programs people was instructed‘to get in touch with the
-=- I thought it was the state health people. But I subse-
guently was told by Collins that it was Colonel Henderson's
people. So -~
BY MR. FOSTER:
Q Who made this instruction?
A I think it was pretty well unanimous in the AMC.

I don't know that it was any specific individual. 1I've tried

to recall who -- there was no disagreement that I'm aware of.

Q Offhand, do you remember who was present and would
have been involved in this discussion?

A Mr. Gossick, I believe was there. Mr. Davis,
Mr. Denton, myself. Those are the people that I can recall.
There may have been others, because Collins was working out
of a side office, and I remember him coming in. And my
recollection, which does not gibe with what Collins subse-
quently told me, was that the recommendation would be to
evacuate five miles in the direction of the plume.

Collins has subseguently told me it was ten. Bur my
recollection was five.

BY MR. PAGE:

Q Do you recall the arguments tpat were made that
morning for and against the evacuation recommendation?

A I do not, no. I éo not. I guess I simply don't

recall anyone who -- there may have been, but I don't recall
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anybody who didn't believe that we should be moving in that
direction. The uncertainty of the situation seemed to make
that recommendation appropriate at the time,

As I think you know, the events subsequently changed rather
rapidly. And the off-site measurements iIndicated -- I don't
remember what they were, but they did not indicate any high
levels.

o) Do you recall whether or not the EMT contacted the
Commission concerning their recommendation on evacuation
before Mr. Collins was instructed to call the state?

A It is my recollec ‘on that it was afterwards. And
I think the -- I can't tell you who Mr. Gossick wvas tz’king
tc and when. Mr. Gossick was fregquently on the phone, keeping
the Commissioners and others advised as to what was going on.
So I can't tell you, you know, whc he may have talked with.

My subseguent conversation with the Chairman -- and I think
we have to backtrack just a moment to understand that the
only line that we had going into the state capitol at
Harrisburg was the one I had going into the Governor's press
office with Karl Abraham at the other end.

At that point, Karl Abraham was not performing public
affairs functions; he was performing a more vital function, in
my view, and that was liaison with the Governor. And as this
transcript indicates, the need for accurate, up to date

information from the Governor--there is an omission here
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which does not indicate, you know, wﬁo the person was. If

1 had to speculate, I'd speculate it was the Governor's

press secretary. Because at that point, everybody was trying
to get better information and nobody had any very good infor-
mation.

You will recall in the tapes of the discussions between the
EMT and the Commission that I was urging the Chairman to gut
in touch with the Governor of Pennsylvania promptly. The
Governor, it seemed to me, needed the most up vo date informa-
tion that the NRC had, and I was urging very strongly that
the Chairman gft in touch with him, which he subseguently did.

But I =-- well =--

(") Well, at the time Mr. Collins was asked to call the
state officials to advise on the evacuation, apparently the
EMT was of the single mind as to =

A To the best of my reccllection, if there were =-- 1
can't single out anybody, for example, who I -- I can recall
opposed the recommendation.

e Do you recall if that feeling continued or was there

a chance of sentiment within the EMT as time went on?

A I believe it changed as the situation changed.
Q Do you know what contributed to that?,
A I think the readings from off-site, which indicated

that the off-site levels were not anywhere near the level

that was being measured above the containment building.
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“ BY MR. FOSTER:

|
2L Q where did this information come from?

A I can only assume it came from the site. We hacd

people at the site by that time.

BY MR. PAGE:

| Q Do you recall who, from the IRACT, came in and

7; reported to the EMT?

5* A No. That detail, I simply don't recall.

9@ BY MR. FOSTER:

1o;i Q ' I'd like to back ur for a second. Upon reviewing
]]1 this transcript, are you -=- would you say this is a conversa-
12% tion, indeed, that did take place between yourself and

3 Mr. Abraham?

ol A 1 have no reason to guestion it.

'551 o . Are you satisfied that that conversation did indeed

possibly take place?

A I have not heard the voice, but I have no reason to
say it didn't. So I would accept it as it is.

Q Assuming this call was made at 9:09 a.m., was there
. any information, to your knowledge, previous to that time, with
2l respect to the 1200 millirem figure that EMT had?
22,% A Not that I can recall. And the tenor of the gues-
23@’ tioning which follows that -- keep in mind Abraham was not
| talking to me. He was talking to everybody in the ENMT on

the specaker -- would indicate that this was the first
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indication that we had of this 1200 MR. But that is the
impression, not something I can -- it just seems to appear
that way.

Q Okay. Again, operating from the assumption that
this is the firs* time the EMT gets the information of the
1200 millirems, how lcng a ¢ - iassion or relesse took place

with respect to the evacuation decision?

A I can't answer that, sir. I don't know.
BY MR. PAGE:
Q Do you recall if there was any confirmation as to

who made the 1200 MR per hour measurement that was referred to
by Mr. Abraham when he called that morning?

A T do not. I simply don't know the answer to that
question. You gentlemen have reviewed the tapes. You tell
me. 1Is there nothing else on the tapes?

Q No. There's nothing that we can tell from the
tapes as to who performed the 1200 MR per hour reading. We
may be able to determine that through depositions that we are
getting from other individuals. But the tapes themselves --

A You're saying that this is the only reflection of
the 1200 MR figure that came intc the EMT?

Q2 On the IRC tapes, 1 believe that's correct.

A Interesting. I notice there is reporting this
number -- are you going to assert this in the record? Because

the number is being recorded by civil defense to the Governor's
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office. 1In other words, the state civil defense people were
reporting that. ;

Q This has already been included in the record as part
of Mr. Abraham's deposition tc the Presidential Commission.

A It was?

o Yes. This transcript that we're referring to is
identified as Exhibit 2 to the depcsition given by
Karl Abraham to the Presidential Commission on the Accident
at Three Mile Island.

I gather, then, Mr. Fouchard, your memory is a little fuzzy
on what kind of deliberations took place in the EMT after the
phone call was received from Mr. Abraham?

Do you recall what was said in terms of any need to
reconfirm that number before advising the state to -- that
NRC recommended that the area around the plant be evacuated?

A I do not recall anything in that area. I must say
that the first few days of this accident remain a blur toc me.

BY MR. FOSTER:

o} Do you remember if you participated in that discussion
yourself?

A Of the evacuate?

0 Yes.

A I wouldn't have been in a decisionmaking role. I

believe at that pocint I shared the view of the others in the

EMT, that some precautionary e vacuation should take place.



18 |

1 Q Do you remember if you voiced that to the other

members of the EMT?

3|' A I'm sure I did. I'm not a shrinking violet.
‘| Q Do you happen to know what Lake Barrett's role was ;
52 in this whole decision? |
6 A No, sir. I don't recall Lake Barrett's role.

i MR. FOSTER: All right.
83 BY MR. PAGE:

|
9 Q Woulé you continue describing your activities after

‘og: these calls were made on Friday morning? Wha: were your

ﬂ activities later on in the day on Friday?

‘2§ A At approximately -- I don't remember whether it was
‘3; iate morning or shortly after noon, I accompanied Mr. Dentcn
14 } and his team to the Three Mile Island site by Air Force heli-
15 copter. We arrived up there early afternoon. We were met by
1€ a number of media representatives. We landed in a cornfield
behind the observation center at Three Mile Island.

i Mr. Denton went into the observation center to be briefed
'  on the situation.:  The observation center was a very small |
-5 building. They talked to, I believe, Mr. Herbein. By that

21 time, I believe the White House had wired in the hard lines

LS
(]

' |
22|l go that we could talk to Washington. |

|

Subsequently, Mr. Denton went over to a lady's house, the |

|

284 little green house, we called it, which is across from or
Ace-. vOera Heporters, Inc |

zsp across a short lane from the observation center and also
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faces the Three Mile Island plant.

By that time, he had dispatched the NRC people intc the
plant. The media were anxious for some statement from Denton.
I told them that he would come out at some point, but not
until he'd had a chance to talk to those people. There was
further discussion with Metropolitan Edison. One of the things:
1 recall is that a Metropolitan =-- a representative of
Metropolitan Edison presented us with a draft of a joint
press release, which I took a look at, and I don't remember
the words, but clearly it painted a more optimistic picture
than it appeared to me the situation warranted.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q Let me stop you for a second. Do you know who the
Metropolitan Edison representative was?

A Bill Gross, but he was accompanied by the company's

+.2sident, Walter Crietz.

o] Did you have any dialogue with Mr. Crietz at this
time?
A I told him I didn't believe we were going to be

issuing any joint press releases. Mr. Denton gave me kind of
a funny look. Then he took a look at the draft and agreed
with me.

Q During this conversation, didéd Mr. Crietz reqguest

NRC's participation in a joint press conference?

3 I do not recall that he dié. But certainly, anything
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at that point, it seemed to me, of a joint activity would not
have been appropriate.

And if he were to make such a regquest?

I would have recommended against it.
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g 4n2t is the reasoning for your fezling tnhat tnere
could not b2 a joint press conference Or release as with tns
ouolic releases with the licensee?

A ] nelieve that we are the regulatory agency. e
are the agency to wnom the public snould and hopefully Joes
loos to for oojective information.

[ pelievas that as cays will demonstrats, we orovided
spi2-tive informaztion. I believe also that the opportunities
for appearance of conflicting statements, even though they
may not oe conflicting, tecnniceal peoples tend to descrio:
the same situation in differsnt woras.

Gut the opportunities for that in 2 joint press conferance
woulo have made the situation unworkable.

2yt my opzsic reason is, 2s I oeliave, the N2
at arm’s Lenath wita the licenses. e are tne rejulatory

232NniYe. e are responsidble to tne Con3dress, to the resizent,

Jaulc this decision on your part nave deen maae ==
N [: woula have pDeen maze in a consultation with €r.

L2 Ne

. #ayla it nave peen made rzlarcless of who the
1i=31see w2s or w3as it mace peczuse of anv prior oroplams witn

o
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A 211, I’m just dezlinz with tae circumstances that
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ayisted at tnat time. I would have to, and am givinj some

L ash i

mar2 thougnt as to what the role of the NRC should pbe in th2

o

3 Juture.

s %3t [ still pelieve that peing tne regulatory azency, we
3 nus* maini2in our independent point of view at all costs.

3 It simply is vital to the cradipility of the agency. But
y thnis particular juagment was made On those particular

3 circumstances.

s 3¢/ MR. FOSTER?

% o Sauld we nave official policy with respect to WR3
i oarticipation with the licensee in Dress conferences?

12 . I don’t know that there’s any official! policy. %
13 neneral zporoach has been nnt to., oSut, again, there may De
i+ axcastions.

I3 o Priar to 30ins to the sit2, gia y2u resceive e&ny

15 instructions whatsoesver witn respect to osarticipatinz in zany
i press confarences with (a2trooolitan Zoison?

) 2 4 iDgy NO.

| » Y 4R, PASE?S
2. 2 Yay don’t we continue witn your description of

21 activitias after thit.

2z 5 37, after dein: Dadjzared oy particulerly the
43 telavisinn 220ple, wno were znxious to et thair film to
24 4arrisburs, <r. Janton sudsajusntly went out, tslked to the
23 redsrters verv oriefly, tols them wnv h2 was nere, tolc them
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that we wers plennina to go in and meet with the governor

tnhet evening,

and tnat there would D22

in there, wnere nhe noped by that time h2 would nave som2 more

details on the situation at Tnree Mile Island.
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clear that tnere was some canflicting informztion emergin
from TWMI, 1 oelieve 4r. Cristz mentionec that he ha2d ha. =
call from the Phite House on this matter,
3ut that is a recollestion which == that’s just exactly what
it is. 3ut in any event, it had bea2n pretty well Cetermineg
that we wers soin3 to take over as tnhe spokesman.
Y3. S03TE3% Off the ra2cora.
(-iscussisn 2ff the recora.

[4Z WITWESSt Aell, Metrosolitan Saison nela its

newe 2onfarznce, ne == &t wnhich Yr. Herd2in was quosssc 28
saying th: crisis is over.
“r. Dentan hel. 3 news confarencz eéarlier thst afternoson

saying tnat tne crisis won’t De over until tne plant is in

.
.
)

- - -~ = v { o = * -~ - - -
-pniarense asr2 in v4ashinatsn. Sy that time, w2 n23 s21 up

-~ -~ - — - - P - 1 - - - -
: ~ra88 c2ater in tae ES2st/a2st Ioxars 3Jullcing and tners 3E

W
’
P
Al
i
8 ]
wn

1 3 - 3 { =4 - TS ap & 2
I »walijeve in Siscussing POsSS1lils evecyation, mentionz< 3

st3z2 officials had hearc the fizura 20 miles.

created 2 oit of a furor.
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Ia adzition, lats thst efternoon [ hac a cell in the

=

camnand trailer from Dick Lyons of the New York Timz2s, wnho

-
i

saiaz, Joe, you 2ot @ prodlem, ihis is a parsphrase. In

w

1
®
-
n

3 story moving indicating that the oubtle is becoming
potantially axplosive. nhy don’t you tell me aoout it?
[ out Lysns on the pnone with Harold Jenton 2nd got tne

{in2s sauerac away. [ pelisve ] called Washington from the

W
or

trzilar. We were 3etting ready to 3o into Harrisourg &t
tim2, 2nd 23skec Frank Ingram to check to ses abdut tnhe
Assncistec “ress, which Lvons identified as the source 5 tae
information, what sort of a story tnhe A? was movin3.

And I zusss — [ can’t r2call whether Mr. Ingran

w2
QO
ct
O
0
«)
N

to 72 whils I was still in the trailer or alfter o2 3ot to
4arrisourg. 3ut irrespectiva of tazt, oy tne time we

burs that eveninz, we wers walkins tnrousn th:
capitol, ne2ding fram the governsr’s office 270 we 2372in ran

-

- 2 ? T i o 1 s
whnara pHgl LritChic

A mAaavesawl
P - v o4 WV

- - ~ . - o -
433 coafarance there with tne sesile wnd wire oresant.
- b "-l Pf‘..?._'
p T1is was avout adbdout time?

A Y1, 177 sorry. 1’7 sorry. 1’ve lnst tracz of wnst
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no
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tins it w2s. 30 many events happened on Saturday that It

would have cz2en ==

L

I: was pafore you were stcneduled to see tne

A Yas.
2 W~at time were you scheduled to see him?
A [~2re was no time schedulsz, e just oot to tne2

Anvarnor’s o>ffice whan we could get to th2 jovernor/s offics,

{5y k30w, there was & goal, out it was understood.

At

that point, “r. Critchlow needed our help more than the

sovarnor diu.

Anvway, w2 talked to the reporter there. I look=2a

Asso-iatad Press story. It did not seem to me tO De

Jarticularly inflammatory. There was a line in it, as I

1 »

11, 2usting 2n unnamed NRT source as sayind that

fa:

W

.

sunole caulc cecane dotentielly exolosive in two Jdays

v28 = AumDe~ 4hith ~2s cartainly n2w to me ana I D2il

In zny 2avent, we talksd td> the reporters thers. «

U9, 7et with the Jovernor, 3sve him an assessment of

'll

o

- iw

s WhicH
jevs zuite

e w21t

the

32 thet tine, I nas talkad to aashin>ton agein fram tne

javarnor’/s >ffic2 and hal seen the naws story oy tozn

I was tryins to figure out what was causing all of this
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And the report at that time was that tne ragio and possioly
the television ware carryinz not the story itself, put sort
nf a teaser, which the wire services freguently putl out 0
notify their clients of an udcoming story.

And ] don’t remeamoer the precise languags. I[“ve never seen
it., But I’m told tnat it said something like, oubble beloming
sotantial explosive.

[f that indeed was the language enc tnet flasheso across

the televiszion screens in central Pannsylvania, [ c2n cartsinly
understand the asorehension, bpecause reportars themselvas

were frishtanecd for their own sslves.,

17 ve knOfS. you znow, some of those paople for a lonz tine,
And we subssauently went out and held a jo.nt news conference
wita th2 govarnor. [hey were feezing it live in many Darts

~% Jdanmmzviviaia wners Yr. J2nton redeatal his views witn

w

rasg32Ct to =nhe canjer of tn2 buzole.
| nelisv: oy tnat time w2’d haa an inucication fraq Lha

Uguge that the Presidant proozoly would come to inres

saq tol]l va3 I A3z ao slees that naisht. I nad s call from
the 2resi.ant’s advance man 20l wa arranced to Teet &t 102
§its when tneir chassooer cams Jown 305Ut i130 the naxt
aarains ta 53:ia acvancing tne Presiaent’s arrivel thers.

-

3r thot zive, wa had set up 2 drass center at e Burranan
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4211 in Middletown. This was done with the assistance of
+ne local congressman, #4r. Zrdanl, oecause | opeliev2 some
ti=2 en 3aturday morning, I &approacned him and saiag, [’n -
we’res qoinjy tc have a press center up hare and [ don’t xnow
anytning aoout this locality.

And he racommended — he put his assistant in touch with
the town officizls in Miodla2town.

I sudsejuantly tsld Karl Aorzham to 20 over angd start
setting up = press center at the 3urrousn Hall. So2, I a.visea
hat’s what

the ohite House thst we zlresdy has a hall, if

cr

~nd 3undzy morning was spent primarily with advanting the ==
prezsaring for ths visit of the President.

2 J9 ysu reczll who you intaractecd with from the
{:3 House that 2srainag?

d3. A Jonjressional Jdirestory woula refr2sh m/

&

A2TIrY. Th2r72 wa3s a woman &uvance person and I thiag 3he

M

)

And tne oress savance, with whom I worked, 2azein, 3

Sonzressionz]l DJirectory again migat refresh My reczollaction,

i Jent caTe. H2 us2d the surrauah Hdall. fre J20LON
azaia briefad after the presidentisl visit.

'a’re now into Sunday.
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- i‘zll, now let me stop you there before you =
4 I”/7 ramoling on. GO ahead.
- I 23ther from the events that ensued following

discussion of the bubble,

that

r. Denton felt that thare

as no lik2lihood of an explosion in the reactor, at least in

futura?

A I oelisve the phrase t
tn2 oubdle was tne same phrése t
& story whiszn nad moved on the w
while w2 wer2 still on our way t

cr

there was no
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orriea aosut the situation at |
£ s ™ N3Ye thare
4 - |2 z LIS © .

>
-
[14]
J
D
i
4
(4]
g |
e
o
W
(o)
WU
fe
= |
O
L8V}
o
3
O
~
o
=
e

dvance asrity, and you nhave tor
rEE Eamnunity, '.:.Es::*a
a2 8 wslz, ‘e just ra2turnec T
sn27el zosylution from a priest
ine he nzd aiven &osslution sin

hat he used with respect 1o

hat he used with respect teo
ires on Friaay afternoon

o 1.1 with respect to tns
imminent danger,

moers that ne could with

aw it. 1 think it is als> fsair

thesia consistently wers more
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. From wnat you’re sayinag, .‘.‘.r.ghad aone to
~hursh that morning. | gather he Jdian’t go there for that
reasan -

A 43 went to church because he’s a jood Catnolic. But
tha:t community was very, very tense. Ana —

2 U you recall who in Bethesda wers the Doroponents
of aJossinle hydrogjen explosion in the reactor?

4 i3, sir. [ was not part of any of the technical
dis-ussions at all. [ was primarily working with Janton,
witn Stelln on news mediz aspects of tha situation, trving
to s:t us, tryins to cet an idea when w2 should briaf.

[h2n 3uncay night, we progress now. Somedody from the

ietropolitan Edison had saia that tne bubble was gone.

- - - - . = 2 ~ - -
o L3t Mme sTOp yOu TOT 3 sacond. Nas that sundsv 0l *
- o ‘ b
o s tThnass anday N0rnNincy
, T~ = -= = - ' : -~= & wi 19
IWe%-5» 2SS 2uUnagy ni @ A fongay morninz PEPETS Wilid
raslaprt it dys ey ro £ i+ 5 12 mnoars jee == 17 ]] "ot
1 4i2CT 1% r2ttv sure 01 -~y SNV Ve DecCadsse - 4 - 2%

3 ' ~ &y st b 4 s - I | - o & & -
ints Monzey, which was another == | began to receivs some
~alls. l-talzea to ‘r. Jenton., Denton s2i¢ thatl thare ware

- R ] : s - - - . . - T »:, : - - - 2
som3 enzaurising sizns, th3t we were recclculating Tne ouoo.e

43 daserined now difficult it was to 30 tnese celculstions
23 ne "2va Te & onrase whizn 1 have us20 many times sinde.

m2ter on it.
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And s2, Ty resoonse to the mecdia throughout that niant,
aJain, without much sleep ware that the signs were ancouracing,
He ware caslsulating it.

[hen “Yonazy morning, we pegan to == oy tnat time, of Iourse,
the-2 was 3 good deal of pressure from the media. aAh3t is
thes situation? What is the situation?

isndsv wornina, late mornina, I Juess it was, Denton neld
anat~er news conference and he said essentially what I nave
oesn sayini, tnat there were encourazing sians, that he
#a2s "0t sredsared at that time to say that the oubvle had gsne
w¥ay, but certainaly, things were moving in the riant dirsction.

And I pelieve it was another cay or so before we agre2d
that the bubole was Qone.

+ow, see, does tnat “ake me to April rools” Jday? 1 tainsg
it a74s.

s

-
i-

o zet into som2 speci

O
A
e
Q.
-
-
~
@
ot

~ Y?S. I
qu2stions psrtainingy to the puolic information and activitiess
that you were involved in.

33t 39 vau have zny other zusstions, “r. roster, at tnis

~aden,

t, ra370v% preparad by a Pater Sandmnan and ary

Columpia University Stuoy Grouo,

incicated that &n
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- osh i artizle in tne sashington Post followins the accigent h3g
l stated that NRC: “Worked hard to make sure m2inly reasurcing
3 information would r2ach the public.”
4 How woulad you respond to this assertion?
3 A Inat’s not true. What we wer2 concernaed 300Ut was
$ macing sure tnat factual information reached the puplic. 1

‘ think that it’s fair to say that tne article, whicn I

3 rofarred tn, w2s a review prepared oy Mr. Sanaman, wno I
J undarstand it, is & journalism profzssor, not 2a warging
| nswsman, for the Columpia Journalism Review.

1 [nere’s wnsther phrase in thszre, thst same story, as I

12 recall, saying wnile you couldn’t prove that NRC liesd, dJo%,
13 Gt anls USE e

14 [ ooj2ct to that kinc of journalism. If there is any

15 emsqstration that w2 lisd, 179 like to se=2 it.

Pa o Jn vou oelisve that some meciz people have all23ec
o tmat 4B 2ctisns dn information releases were romdt23 oY

13 in gmserlving effort to protect th2 nuclear incustry?

| # A Aosolutaly not.

22 o [~ars has 21so De2n =2n assartion oy som2 »f tn2

2i ns4i3 n293l2 “net I3C plavea down potential radiation

- 1322708, tnat this is common or similar to one I audote3 from
23 tne Sanunen report.

2+ Jo vou n=ve any commants on the assertion that potential

rauiction hzzarcs were playsd down in pudlic?

no
o
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35N i A In the first placz, I object to anonymous
Z allagations. If there is any particular reporter who nas
3 rais2d tnese, I woula like to know who he or sne is.
K 111 answer your Question generally, out with the
p) sbjaction that I don’t know who the reporters are, so [’m not
3 apl: to adeguately assess their coripetence to make the
‘ steatment.
3 iyt no, w2 did not. We gid not attempt tc dlay aswn
4 anytnini. de attempted to tell it as we saw it. The fall tnat
1o aur 2yesizat micht not have deen as precise 2s it saoulcs have

11 sesn 3t ziven points does not lead the motivation.

1< #) J> you oelirve thet N3C jave timely and Zorrect
13 information to the media?

14 A [2 the ==

iz - 53 anead. fFor sxample, information concarning
(B nff=-site relsases, tne extent of core daman2, potential

I radiatioan n2zarcs to the puclic, ths hydroj3zn oubdl: praolam,

1 &~ - - -
I at catera?

-

[ A I nelisve there ware times when NRC gave confusing
2J infarmationn £2 tnsz m2013 anc to the public ana [ cite tn2

21 sunule =vi2s=2ion as 2 porime 2a27n0le. I think that there 2are
é< scme nenaral oosarvztions which have to ce Maade.,

23 *irst, in the early cays or 22rly hours of an 3aclident,
e it ic extrenalv aifficult t> opbtain accurate information.

2 Thi:’s wav aavthing that we issue early on in an accigent i3
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deszrivea as preliminary infcrmation. It can chanze.
Inoe2d, it aid.

31t with respect to our formal pr2ss releases which w2
out out, which on the first gay were three in numpber witn
respect to the supseaquent briefings that we helad, I thing
tha ARC pendle were trying to tell it as they saw it. iner:
was no effort on anyone’s part, in my jucgment, to either
svaralay or aswnplay the situation at Tnres dile Islanag.

Jafortunataly, 23arly on, sur information was of such 2
tenmJous nzture tnat we may not havs given & totally accCurate
sicture.

3ut tais was not a matter of motivation.

3 NIC puodlic releass 79=635 issued 5t00 p.m. on 3/2%

statad that radiation levels off-site were not siznificant

892 celievag orincipelly belauss -
A [ »noject to th2 cnaracterization. [ ocon’t ocelisve

that’s wnat ve £3id.
-an [ nave tn2 raleasa?
4 J5 ¥ou nave it with you?
\ 1 don’t pelieve that we aver used the word

“sizrificzat? ar Yinsignifizz2nt” {n descrining it.

o 1 30 not nave a copy of the release witn m2,
A I can 32t o2ne ud nere.

M3, PASEs why aon’t we?

d2. ~03IE3s Off tne record.
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37 ¥R. PAGES

-

2 Lat’s 3o 93ack on the record,

42 have < Ccopy of the pupblic ammouncement comin3 to us
fram dr. Fouchard’s office nased on a call that he’s maca,.
Nhile waiting for the releases to arrive, lszt’s movs on to
som2 other juestions that we have.

[n retrospect, looking ba2ck on tne situation in hindsiant,
are sou satisfied with the number and auality of th2 puvlic

~

apnauncaments that 430 issued concernin

p.
ct
-

the =ccids

N |
m

wall, the answer is obviously no nDecaus2 tne

A

anouncements contained information which subsezuently turn20
out to pe not the Case.,

5> with respect to 3juality th2 answer is no.
Mith reso2ct to quantitv, you have to ke20 in mins tnhst irn
3c3ition tn issuinag formal relezses and unfortun2tzly, in tne

oyreszycracy, 30m2 220312 thi

y
2
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=
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2852 1T Sd3sn
ws were 3nswerin: gusstions all cay lonc on “eaneslay,
Tau~cay, 21« rriday from the mecis. r. Ingram and the

~gnzindar of my stalff, whizn i 1 of four pesasle, war:

"

(7]
w

ot
ansverins ~u2stions from nere in th2 Marylano dzticnal Senk
auilsing.

[£f thev nad & auestion, we would try to 2et th2m the

‘T

il

gnsvyar from the
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L =»sh | [~ =d43itisn, 4r. Abraham was working out of the Kinz of
2 srussia office on Wednesday. He went to Harrisourz #sdnes3day
3 a1i3at.
4 [ quess in =- you’re nevar satisfied, and I don’t think
3 tnss anyoody in tnis particular accident should tax2 any
3 satisfaction. [ would lump into that the NRC, the utility,
/ and the news media.
3 I think w2 all had proolams., I think the state had
7 aroolams, t9292,
1. I recall, you know, reading of some criticisms nf th2
i Jovirnor’s .rasc secretary, that he was the only 252rson in
1< Harrisburz that could answer the meaia’s questions. And
i3 they coulan’t find him.
14 T~at’s a oum rep. Me were all working as hard as we coulc,
t2 [Asre just waren’t 2nouzn of us and there wasn’/t enousdn

| 3 G321 c you dessrion the circumstances leasingd t= the
13 astaolisnmant of 3 oress orisfing room in 3ethesda on,

|7 [ o2lieve, snursday?

2) \ I: woula nave Deen rFriday.

2i d M Srizvay.

- A 3 I ¢annot pecause 2t that time, [ wzs o2n my way 12
X iidaletown with Jenton, I celieve that ==

2% o 4ave vou any more to add 23 tnat?

23 A 45, Mr, Incarem aavised 72 that he was dlznniny ts
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L gsh set up 3 news center in Bethesda and this wes prooadsly my
P firs: call oack fromn TMI.

[ told nin that ! thought it was 2 @200 idea.

s

4 Supbseauently, that afternoon, [ gJuess Brian Orimes ana

> Judlay Thompson oriefed the press on that information. And
3 that’s whers the meltdown story originated.

i and 1 @n not fault either of those people for that. In

3 this agency, people have be2an encouraged to answer guestions
s as == in thz most straightforward fashion oy the commission.
19 Any discussion of the ultimste in a nuclear accidant leacs

i ¥ou Lo m2ltlown.

12 3¢ “R. FUSTERS

13 c dith respect to the briefing center which was

1+ astaslisnes in tne Zest/West Towers, do you recall receiving
&5 any rezussts from the madia Weonesaz2y or Thursgszy that y2s,
V5 ya 3hould 37 ahzad a3nd estaclisn sometning like tails, - %+

14 was vadly ne=232a/

} 5 A [ 2on?t recz2ll 3ny, but thers may have be2n. NI,
s [ don’t recall.

2) d 57 you re2zall 4r. Ingram m2ntioninz anything addout
2i ty2: the mea.ie hzd oeen regussting 2 brizfing?

P 4 ire 1711 t2ll you. Un Taurscay, sft . th2 chairman
23 ans tne ssnior staff nag orisfec tn2 Jogall .mmission 17 @&
P2 very heavily covered sessiocn on Cagitol Hill, ] must say

ez tnat risntly or wranzly, [ tnouant w2 ware on the gownhill
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trazs on tnis acciaent., 1 went back to the EMI and thers
really, @s | recall on Thursday, it was not that mulh, y>u
tnaw == on, noviously meaije calls continuing. I don’t m2an
it that way.

3yt 1 m2an the pressures seemed to be releasing a bit.
Then we 3ot into tnat Thursaday evening, to tne watar, in2
discnarge of the water whicn created a 2it of & hullsoallod
up in Harrisourag.

3ut as 1 say, my feelings generally [lnurscay was that w2
mignt be on the Jownhill size.
3 But do vou recall ¥r. Ingram mentioning 21y suth ==
A 1 30 not. But it’s conceivable., It was my
imprassion that we were man3ling the meaia pretty wzll.
I nust szy, let me

Wa”?]ll have to check with ths mecia.

fallaw thzt 2178 Ud.

[ must s=v that | nave nad very few zomdlaints from tne
news medls2 itn resoect to tne way we attemoted to serve
thyen 3Jurini Inre2 Yile Island.

[f there are any, they haven’t Deen stated to m2 personzally

snd [’ve hz2 2 numdar of people saying we dJdian’t Jo 3
valf o=d jac, consizering.
v Je vou rememper having a2ny convarsations witn tne

sirsztor of news at .#oc witn respect to estaclisnhing 2
oriafing rnom?

A AD
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4] In any of the conversations Wednesaay, Thursaay
that you had with Chairman Hendrie, Jdo you recall nim
mentioning to you thzt the mhite House had suglested that

the NRC estanlish a briefiny room?

A N9, not on amednesday or Thursacay.
< How apout Fricay?
A oy rFriday, | was already heading for IMI enag

etiing reaiy to locate som2thing up thare.

wi

¥ Is it fair to say in summery, then, thet as far
23 the gecisisn-making proc2ss to estaplish the prizfinz

room, it’s sour racollection that it was simply & d2cision

reaszned by you and rrank Ingram?



CR 7262
LEONE

|
l!
t-3 me 1 ﬂ
|
|

12 |

w

24

Ace-receral Reporters inc. ||

28 I

40

A Noe. I can't answer that because I don't really
know. I recall Frank telling me that Commissioner Gilinsky
had mentioned that we ought to set something up. This was
Friday afternoon after I arrived at TMI. I think ycu have
to keep in mind that the situation was a good deal different
on Friday than it was on Wednesday and Thursday, not only in
terms of media interest, but in terms of the facts. There
was a serious accident at Three Mile Island. Wednesday, the
facts were reported as best people could. Thursday, the media
had full opportunity with the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission on the Hill. The Chairman talked to any number of
them down there following that briefing. We were getting
information out. |

I think in hindsight, if -- and it's something we are
trying to dc. We, in my view -- an accident cannot be managed
from Washington. It has to be managed by the people on the
site. And it has -- we have to have an adequate number of
public affairs people on the site. And in a situation like
Three Mile Island, pray it does not occur again, but should it,
I think we would have to move our people in the local area.

I believe that's the place to handle it.

And if there is a criticism of our operation, it is ~-- and
it's a va.id one -- that we did not move sufficient numbers of
people intc TMI soon enough. I think that's also a criticism

valid of the technical staff, but for a differer.. reason.
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Q You had not yet established a briefing room when

Frank Ingram called you to the site Friday afternoon?

A No. We were beginning to. Abraham and I had already
talked. |

Q. Excuse me? t

A The press center at Middletown was established on !
Saturday.

Q I'm thinking of the one at East-West Towers in
Bethesda.

A My impression was it was established on Friday

afternoon. But again, I wasn't here. 1I'm sure it was,
because that's where Grimes and Dudley Thompson briefed the
people.

Q Okay. Let me clear something up for the record.
The call from Frank Ingram on Friday with Chairman or
Commissioner Gilinsky's suggestion that you estab.ish a
briefing room or press center =--

A That is my recollection of what Frank told me.

Q Okay. That would be with respect to the one in

Bethesda, as opposed to --

A Yes, sir.
Q. Okay.
3Y MR. PAGE:
Q You had indicated earlier that you thought that

NRC should get more people out guicker to the site.
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A. Should get more people, period. Public affairs

operation.
e Well, that was my question. Are you presently

adequately staffed to respond if another accident should occur
tomorrow?

A No. We're moving in that direction, but we are not.

We are presently recruiting for a second public affairs officer |

in Region I. We have reguested the Congress for two additional |

positions for second public affairs officers in Regions II and

III. We're recruiting for a deputy commissioner of public
affairs.

Thé '81 budget has an additional person in it, and I
telieve that person will be located in headquagters. I think
it's also fair to observe that you can never staff up to
handle an accident.. If you have as many people as you need
to handle an accident--while this was a very busy office, I
would love to have 40 or 50 professionals at Middletown.

You have to draw on other resources, which is what we did at
Middletown. Belatedly, but we did.
Another mistake that we made in hindsight was not having

technical people in the pressroom at all. Robert Bernaro and

Tom Elsasser did not get to Middletown until some time Monday.

Q Why was that?

A I think clearly an error in judgment. I'm sure they

would have come if we'd have callec them earlier.
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BY MR. PAGE:
Q Are plans under way to establish some kind of a
training program for technical people within NRC to throw in

to help respond to a situation like TMI, to help out in the

public information department?

A I think it's a goorl suggestion. Nothing formal has ‘
been done. I think it's possible among those of us who work
with the technical staff every day, to identify people who
are particularly talented in translating difficult technical
language into something that the public can understand. We |
spot them around the place. We know who they are. I just am
not quite sure what a training course would encompass. I just
look for the natural instincts, frankly, and I think we have a
good number of people around this gency who have good instincts
in this area. |

I think the two who came were exceptionally talented and I
tcld them so.

Q All right. We have had delivered to cur room, where
we're taking Mr. Fouchard's deposition, the public announcements
that were issued by NRC on Wednesday, and I have looked through;
them and in fact confirmed what Mr. Fouchard has said, that j
there was no statement made that the radiation releases from
the plant were insignificant or anything indicating that. |

I recall now the basis for my earlier guestion was a

preliminary notice that was issued on Monday. It was not a
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public announcement as such. This was something that was

referred to in an exhibit to the deposition that we had with
Karl Abraham earlier. He was interviewed by Mr. Sandman and
Mr. Reuben of the Presidential Commission on the accident at
Three Mile Island. We included in his deposition as

Exhibit 5046.

In that exhibit, on page 104, and making comments to
Mr. Abraham, they had indicated concern with the statement in
the PN. I guess the "PN" stands for public notification?

A Preliminary notification.

Q Preliminary notification, that radiation levels at
the boundary were not significant as of 8:00 o'clock that
morning, I believe is the way that it was put. A&nd they had
made a comment that they felt that NRC should not .ave issued
such a notice at that time, making that statement, because
they felt that the radiation levels were, in fact, significant
at that time.

1. responding to the comments that they had made,

Mr. Abraham did not seem to disagree with what statement they
had made. And the point I wanted tc get at with you,

Mr. Fouchard, is whether or not you believed that any informa-
tion =-- any inaccurate information may have been included in
the Preliminary Notification that should not have been put in
there?

A If that's a question, I haven't read the PN, but




mte € 45 |

1} if they describe the radiation &s being significant or insig-

2|l nificant, I just personally don't use those terms if I can

31 avoid it. I try to relate it to something. But =--

4 Q Would you like to read for the record what i3 stated

5{ in the public announcement that was issued that morning about

6| what the radiation levels were?
7 A Well, we said -- and this was when you say 10:30,

8| it means we were using it beforehand. What we say is:

9| "There has been a release of radioactivity inside the
10 | reactor containment system. Measurements are still being made
M|l to determine if there has been any radicactivity detected ‘

‘2) off-site, and there is no indication of release off the site."

This was the first release we issued, which was mid-morning

14| on March the 20th.

i

i
15 Second one -- in between the times, keep in mind we were

i
16 | answering questions from everybody. The seccnd release, which
‘7” went on the wires about 5:00 o'clock, which would have meant

'8 | that probably it was being used by 4:30 at least, indicated:

19 "Some more precise readings off the site. Maximum confirmed
20“ reading of about 3 MR per hour about one-third mile from the

QIE site; one mile, one MR." |
22! We indicated that this was =-- we believed it was principally:
23i direct radiation coming from within the containment building. |
7‘§ o Do you recall what the basis for that statement was?

Ace-Feoers Rerorters Ing
25 || A The basis for that statement would have been the
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considered judgmen:t of the senior pe&ple of the agency and the
EMT, because these were all checked with them.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q I have a question. Metropclitan Edison, earlier on
that day, 9:00 o'clock, 10:00 o'clock that morning, was
publicly stating that the radiation was principally coming
from a spillage of radicactive water into the auxiliary
building. Wouldn‘t NRC have access to this information some
time during Wednesday?

L. I would have hoped so. But I can't tell you for a
fact that we did.

BY MR. PAGE:

e I referred earlier to the PN system of reporting
information, the so-called Preliminary Notification. Can you
tell us what is the relationship of those to public announce-
ments? Are the PNs made a matter of public record?

1 8 Well, there is no relationship except that they

. deal with the same thing, with public announcements. We issue

or write public announcements in far different language than
is used to write the preliminary notifications. I think this
is regrettable, because I think that the PNs could serve a
more useful purpose.

For example, they are sent to the Congress and placed in
the public document room. They could serve a far more useful

purpose if they were written in language which members of the
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Congress and the general public could understand.

The answer is yes, they are made, placed in the public
document room, is my understanding. They are not issued out
of our office. They're issued out of the Office of Inspection
and Enforcement.

Q I believe you said that the public announcements

which were issued were reviewed by EMT people before they were

released.

A That's correct.

Q Are the PNs likewise reviewed by EMT before they're
released?

A I can't answer that. My expectation is that they

probably were not. But I couldn't =--

Q Do I understand that PNs are not written principally
to inform the public, then?

A If they are, they don't serve that purpose.

Q I believe you indicated earlier that Chairman Hendrie
held a press conference in Bethesda Saturday afternoon. Did
I understand you correctly that you had suggested that he hold
such a conference?

A It was suggested to me, but I do not remember by
who. It could well have been Mr am, because we talked
frequently. My recollection is that Frank said that there
were a number of repcrters in the center that the Chairman

had -- we are now what, four days into the accident, you know,
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had not yet held a press conference, and there was a good deal

of urging that he do so.

I told him I thought it made sense to me. In essence, I
approved it.

o] We were informed by at least one -- well, we were

informed by someone from the AP that after the press conference

was held in Bethesda, he was somewhat concerned about why a

press conference would be held back in Bethesda, when press

conferences were also being held in Middletown. He had thought

perhaps the purpoie of that was to give out bad information

far from the site, so it wouldn't be picked up.

A I ==
Q Or werds to that effect.
A In the first place, without challenging the accuracy

of your report, I know most of the people who worked for the
Associated Press in this town and cover the NRC. And I find
it very hard to believe that any one of them would have made
such a statement.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q The statement was indeed made.

A 1f the statement was made, I would like to see it
and have it identified by person. Again, we are -- you're
asking me to respond to anonymous allegations and I have o
way of determining, you know, the credibility of the person

who says it, except to tell you that I find it difficult

|

|
!
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for any reporter to complain that thé nevs conferences held =--

e Let's back up a second on that.

A In other words, what I'm challenging is the accuracy
of the interpretation. I find it hard to believe, from what
I know of the AP reporters in this town.

Q Number one, it was the Associated Press Harrisburg
bureau chief. Number two, it was a feeling on his part =-- and
he felt that it was shared by other members of the media =--
that this was a possible reason for holding the press confer-
ence in Bethesda, that information of an alarming nature may
be best coming from Bethesda, away from the site.

A well, if indeed he made that statement, the allega-

tion is ridiculous. The reason for holding the news conference,

as I have stated it, is that there were probably =-- you'll
have to ask Mr. Ingram, but my guess is that a hundred or so
reporters were in the news center over at East-West. They
were clamoring for information.

I would suggest that you might pose the same guestion,
attributing it to the bureau chief at Harrisburg, to the
reporters who covered from the Associated Press here in
Wwashington, and see if you get the same view. I seriously
doubt that you will.

We're all exercising beautiful hindsight, including some of

my colleagues in the media.

!
i
1
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Q Were you in any way involved with giving the NRC
clearance on that AP bulletin that we talked about earlier
saturday night? Press release, 1 believe, was cleared with
Bethesda. At the time you heard about it, it had already
been released on the wire, is that it?

A Yes. The word “clearance" is a bit stronc. Let me
describe the situation, and this is repetitive because I think
1 described it earlier.

But after talking with Dick Lyons of the Times, I did call
Ingram in Washington saying I had this report. You remember,
we arz out in the middle of a cornfield in a trailer. Sc we
didn't have access to radio, television, or what was moving

on the news wires.

1 asked Frank to check with AP. Frank did. And subseguently

-- and this is not my perscnal knowledge, but what I have
read and haé reported to me by the person who wrote the
story, Stan Benjamin, that he read the story to Ingram.
Ingram said it sounded accurate to him. He read it to Case
or portions of it to Case, and Case says, yes, that was what
was said.

And I think that what we're missing here is not that the
story was necessarily accurate or inaccurate or inflammatory,
because I believe I told you before, subseguent to getting
to Harrisburg, AP bureau manager -- I don't know if it's the

same man who we just discussed -- handed me the story and he
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said, this is what people are raisiné hell about. 1Is there
anything wrong with it?

And I read it and I did not see anything inflammatory
except for that one paragraph about the two days. And 1
object -- and I told the AP this -- to attributing it to an
anonymous source, a statement of that sort. If a man is going
to tell you a bubble's going to explode in two days, he ought
to have the courage to have his name attributed.

BY MR. FOSTER:
Q That wasn't the story that was run by Mr. Case and

Mr. Ingram?

A It was, yves.
Q The two days =--
A Yes, it was, if it was the same story that I saw

in Harrisburg. There's no reason to think they moved a
different story for Harrisburg.

MR. PAGE: Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

THE WITNESS: I think what is confusing you, because

you're not familiar with the terminology that the wire services

use, is that there was an advisory, I am told, put out by the
Associated Press that they had what they call a new night lead
coming up on the Three Mile Island situation, and that it
would say that the bubble is becoming potentially explosive.

Now, I have not seen that advisory. I have had people
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tell me about it, as this transcript will reflect. I earlier
said that if indeed that was the advisory and rather than
waiting for the story, the radic stations and the television
stations of central Pennsylvania flashed across their screen
the lines, bubble becoming potentially explosive, I can
understand the apprehension of the people up there. But I'm
also saying that the story, as I read it, did not have that
impact.

It might have said the same thing, but there were so many
qualifications in it that I think the reporter was trying to
do an honest job of reporting what he was told.

I have had a number of discussions with the executives of
the Associated Press on the matter. They have -- they tell
me, go over their entire file that night. They do not believe
that they were responsible for upsetting the people of
central Pennsylvania. All I know is somebody was.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Qe Unless I misunderstood you, I thcught you had
mentioned that the story that was cleared by Mr. Case and
Mr. Ingram had a time frame of two days in conjunction with
the --

R The story that I saw in the press room in Harrisburg
on Saturday night had a statement attributed to an anonymous
NRC person as saying that the bubble will explode within two

days. I will have the copy up here shortly.
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Qe Was it also your understanding that this is the
story that was read to Ingram and Case?
A It was my understanding that this was the story which;
was read to Ingram and Case, yes.
Q Do you know now, in retrospect, who the source of
that information was?
A Noe, I do not. If you find out, please tell me.
BY MR. PAGE:
Q In light of the TMI experience, how do you believe

NRC can improve its effectiveness in communicating with the
news media following a nuclear accident?

A Move in sooner, in force. I think that the word
"accident" is sort of an all-encompassing one. There are
different varieties of accidents. For example, subsequent
to Three Mile Island, there was a problem at Oyster Creek.
The agency moved its regional director and I put my =--

Karl Abraham on a helicopter from Middletown to Oyster Creek.

It soon became apparent that there was no need to move
gobs of people to Oyster Creek.

On the other hand, TMI taucht us that we've got to be
prepared to move in guickly.

I think that the NRC has under way an effort to locate an
off-site emergancy center where state, local, federal, and
I guess utility people would gather to assess the information.

There would have to be a press center, either in that
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facility or nearby, it seems to me, where the press could be

accommodated. Certainly in the times in which we live now,
anything involving nuclear creates a good deal of media
attention.

So we are -- we have some preliminary planning under way
in conjunction with what the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regula-
tion is doing. Our people are ready to move if the need
arises. I'm also hopeful that Congress will give us the
additional people we regquested.

o1 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which there
could be an improvement on the information that reaches the
public, information that reaches the people from the site
following an accident? Of course, now, you must depenc upon
getting that information from NRC technical people on site.

A 1 still believe that that's -- from where else would
it come? You have to rely on your technical people. I think
in this agency we have good techrnical people, people whose
judgment I regard very highly. They are people with whom I've
worked for many years.

I think Three Mile Islanéd has taught us all a lot. But
that doesn't mean that we know everything. And each accident,
I think, is geoing to be a little different. I think you have
to keep in mind that the accident that people have always
contemplated in this agency is & little like the DC-10. 1It's

down and it's over. Then you're playing consecuences, but the
b 4 piay 2
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1l acc:dent is over.

2 Three Mile Island went on for days.

3 Let's go off the record just a minute. ’

4 (Discussion off the record.) |

5 BY MR. FOSTER: !

& 4} With respect to the information that NRC has 1
|

7! available to it, how do you think in the future the NRC should
8| use technical information coming from the utility?

9| A I think that if the situation ever arises where this
10 agency does not believe that the information it is receiving
L from a licensee is accurate, that this agency should immediatelﬁ

12 revoke that license. ;

'3§ In other words, you have to trust it. And if you can't
“;: they have no business being a licensee.

| [0} Did you trust the information obtained from

wig Metropolitan Edison?

‘7p A I didn't get information from Met:ropolitan Edison.

|
'9!! I got my information from NRC people.

L BY MR. PAGE:
|
2°i ) what do you believe can be done for the future, .
|
21

Mr. Fouchard, to lessen the impact of public demands placed ‘

22 on NRC ‘or information following a nuclear accident of the §
23| type that occurred at TMI? As we understand it, the phones !
24 | :

were ringing off the hook and many people were involved in
Ace-rederal Reporters inc.

answering these phone calls. Anu some o:f these people who
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were answering phone calls wer" high'officials of the NRC.

Is there some way that the public affairs organization
could be structured to take some of the burden off of the
people in the emergency response center?

A Well, I think indeed the r ecord will show that by
far the number of telephone calls handled by the public affairs
staff exceeded those handled by people in the emergency center.
At the same time, I think you have to understand that news

media, particularly in Washington, have become well-acguainted,

as they should, with the senior technical staff of this agency.

A statement coming from a senior technical person on a techni-
cal matter is and always will hgve more weight than that made
by a public affairs person.

That doesn't mean the absence of any credibility on the
one hand. It just means that medical doctors are more
believed when they're talking about medical subjects than are
the public relations spokesmen for the American Medical Asso-
ciation.

I don't believe there was any undue burden placed upon the
staff. I don't believe it's a burden to ask technical people
to speak to the media and thereby to the puklic. I think it's
part of all our responsibility.

To try to segregate ctatements by the agency into one
office or another office and say, no, I can't talk to you,

you've got to talk to him, it woulé be a gross mistake and
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very poor public policy.

Q Was any kind of arrangement made whereby the NRC
operator knew who to direct phone calls to when they came in?
Were certain individuals designated for certain types cof
calls?

A No. I believe most c¢f the calls probably came into
our office down here on the third floor of the Maryland
National Bank Building. We set up a whole new bank of phones.

The Department of Energy provided us with some of its
nuclear public affairs people to help answer the phones. I
believe this was not an NRC problem. I believe it was a
government problem, and we are very grateful to them for the
help they gave us.

But there is no way, it seems to me, that the volume of
telephone calls which came intc this agency following and
during the days of TMI could be satisfactorily handled. I
don't believe there is anv agency in government that's prepared
to do it.

Q Shifting over somewhat to some different line of
questioning, woula you tell us what you heard, if anything,
following the accident concerning any plan of NRC to take
over éirect operation of the TMI plant?

A I guess I cannot recall any conversation in which
there was a suggestion that the NRC take over the operation

of the TMI plant.
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I would adéd as an aside, I think ;hat would have been a
serious mistake, since the most important thing for the safety
of the public was to have t} people who were familiar with
the operation of that plant continue to wperate it.

I have heard it reported to Harold Denton and 1 have been
asked about it, that at one point in a conversation Met Edison
threatened to walk away. I never heard anything like that.

1 never saw any sign of anything like that. And I assume
there were some very tense moments between the technical
people, and I can or'v assume that tempers flared .n occasion.

But I never took that subject seriously, primarily because
1 guess I believe it would be bad policy.

Q We talked earlier about the deliberations on Friday
morning concer:ing a possible NRC recommendation for evacua-
tion of the surrounding area around the reactor there. Do
you recall hearing any conversations about desirability of
recommending evacuation on any other day, Wednesday, Thursday?

A I do not. And I've been askcd this guestion before.
T recall no discussion of evacuation prior to Friday morning.
1f you have anything to refresh my memory, I1'll be happy to =--

Q Ne. 1 have nothing.

Did you hear anything about possible need to evacuate on
Saturday mor..‘ng or Sunday morning?

A well, I was at the site at that point and I éid not.

But I have the benefit now of listening to testimony by
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members of the Commission. And also, I have read the text |
of the Chairman's news conference, which was Saturday afternoon

where evacuation -- as we bring the bubble down, we may have

to do this ourselves. As I pointed out, the 20-mile figure
was used, which did not -- well, it surprised the people in
Harrisburg, I mean, the state officials.

Sunday, I understand the Commission was still working on |
something involving evacu~tion. But my knowledge from that
coues from testimony given =- I believe of the Commissiocners,
given before the Presidential Commission.

Q You heard nothing while you were at the site, then?

A No. And I would repeat that throughout the early
days, Bethesda seemed to be more concerned than those of us
at the site.

BY MR. FOSTER:

o} On Friday, éid you make any recommendation with
respect to evacuation to the Chairman or any cof the other
members of the Commission?

A I think the recoré will show that I asked the
Chairman, do you not think there should be some precautionary
evacuation. And his reply was, I suppose so, but. And that's
where we got into it like a couple of blind men.

Q Then you suggested to him that this may be & con-
sideration?

A Yes, indeed. I believed it should be a consideration.
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! () What did you base this recommendation on? §

2 A The fact that at that point there was radiation i
3| coming from the plant and we weren't guite sure of the source |
4|l of it. And we didn't know whether there was going to be some

5!l more of it.

6 o So you felt that you had a -- |
7 A Let me clarify. The Chairman, Mr. Denton and I |
8! don't remember who else was in on that conversation, we were

9! all talking to the Chairman downtown. The tapes are avai.able

10 i te you. So you can determine the precise language that was
" being used.
12 The Governor had, through Karl Abraham, passed word that

13 . he needed some more information from the NRC, that he was

getting information from the utility. He didn't have a good

| source of information.

6 | At that point I was talking to the Chairman about getting
I

17|

| on the phone with the Governor of Pennsylvania. Even if we
]ail didn't know very much, we could tell him that. I believe I
used the phrase: Don't you believe some precautionary
evacuation should be made?

21 And the Chairman, as I recall, said: I suppose so, but.

22 But that's all a matter of public record.

23 | o] You were comfortable encuch, then, with the technical
a understanding you had of --

-Fecera Reporters, Inc {
25

A I trusted the people that I was working with.
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! Q Were you basing, then, this recommendation on the L
2 | technical information that you had gotten from the other i
3 i members of the EMT? |
$ A Yes, sir. i
. BY MR. PAGE: |
6, 0 Mr. Fouchard, were you personally involved in any ’
7} way in NRC's effort to keep the State of Pennsylvania informed
. { concerning the accident? i
?l A You had better believe it.
" i e Did ycu have personal conversations with the Governor‘
'] or his press secretary? ;
" A No, sir. The press secretary had enough work to do |
]33 without being bothereé by that. 1In any event, Mr. Abraham |
“it was in Harrisburg on Wednesday evening. So he was our liaison
’sg with the Governor's press office.
lélg I believe my first involvement was on Thursday, when, as
.

]7; I recall, Commissioner Gilinsky was Acting Chairman that day.
‘af He came to the EMT and we discussed the desirability-- and I |
‘95 don't know whether it was his suggestion or mine, and I think
202 it's not very important, but we did discuss desirability for
21| him to talk with Lieutenant Governor Scranton, who the ;
22’ Governor had desiynated as the State's lead in this matter. |
23. I know that Mr. Gilinsky trieé to reach Mr. Scranton. I

A“J“m'.q'""l::% don't know whether he did or not. But this, and then of
25% course, Friday, I think as the transcripts reflect, there




mte 23
62

1l was a keen need for us to communicate with the State. 1
2|l pelieve then, in a situation like this, the State has every

3| right to look to the federal agency for the best technical

4| advice it can get.
B And in zddition, subseguent to my arrival at TMI, I talked

6!l several times a day with the Governor's press secretary. |1

7| met, Mr. Dento~ and I and the staff met, every evening with

II . $
8! the Governor and his staff. I think once we got on the scene

9! the -- I think the State would tell you that they were satis- !

10| fijed with the relationship between NRC at the site and f
11 : !

Harrisburg. :
12 In addition, the State had a technical person in Denton's

13 trailer at all times. So he knew what was going on.

“i; o He was there to keep Mr. Critchlow informed?

‘su A He w-~. there to keep the Governor informed.

‘ég Critchlow didn'. need anybody to keep him informed. We talked |
‘7i regularly.

18 1 BY MR. FOSTER:

‘92 o} During the Friday, Saturday, Sunday, it's my under-
2

standing that prior to each one of the Governor and Mr. Denton's

2'i conferences, there would be a briefing by yourself and .

‘ Mr. Denton. |

237 A Not a briefing. I would call down to the press E

A¢+uvﬂlunnvmi:i center. I would ask them what sort of -- what are the key |
as |

questions that are coming up down there that you haven't beer
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11 able toc handle? What should we make sure we cover so that =--

2 || pecause the press briefing is the best way to get at lots of

3| people in the shortest possible time. There are only seven

4|l of our people trying to serve 300 people down at the press

5|| center. 1It's obvious that was unsatisfactory. We knew that,

6| they knew that.

7 So what we would try to do in these briefings is just cover

8| the areas which were coming up most freguently, handle a lot

9l of people's guestions with one answer.

‘°l 0 Had you prepared briefing papers?

’ |
n A No.
12 Q There wasn't a briefing paper handed out to members

13| of the media after these -~

“; A No. It was transcripts of the news conferences.

15| Here they are. Occasionally, we would have, you know, a press
16 release.

17 | First place, let me tell you how it worked. The morning,

18| Bernaro and Elsasser would come out to the trailer. We wculd
190 by that time be getting the PNs. We would talk to them about
20 what was in the PN to make suve they understood. If they had
any questions, interpretation, either Stello or Denton would
talk with them. |
So then they could go down to the press center and be
24 | ayvailable to answer guestions on what was in the PN when we

Ace-rsoers’ Reporters Inc |
25| made the PN available in the press center. As I say, that's
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why two of them simply were not enough. They did a beautiful

job, but nobody could have handled that mob.

Then, some time later on in the day, Denton would come down
and brief. So the morning. the afternoon story was usually
the preliminary notification. And then, as we got on later
in the day, Denton would brief.

So there were really two sources of daily activity, pius

the guestions which arose. And of course, if anything of any
significance took place, we would advise the press center.
But there were no briefing papers prepared. Harold would call
in Boyce Grier and Stello or whoever the senior was, and we'd
just go over what the guestions were and what the developments
had been.

He'd just make a few notes and off he'd go.

o} You indicated that the PNs were distributed to
Mr. Bernaro and Mr. Elsasser, with copies of these also given
to members of the press that asked for them?

A Sure. The reason for bringing them out was so they
could reaéd it. And then if they had any guestions on it ==
because these were the boys that were going to have to answer
the questions in the press center until we got down there.

Do you have any gquestions? Do you understand this? You know.
And that's why they would meet each morning with Stello or
sometimes Denton.

Q At what point did you start relying on the PNs
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rather than writing a separate public announcement?

A Oh, very early in the game. We didn't issue very
many separate public announcements after we got to TMI.

o} That was after you arrived at the site?

A Sure. You didn't have tome to construct press
releases and word engineer.

Q Were you involved in preparing the PNs or were they
all prepared by technical people?

A I was involved in critiquing a couple of them,
because unfortunately our approach on PNs did not change. It
was still too much technical jargon. But let's face it, it's
all we had.

So we used what we had, but we made sure not only our
people in the press center, but alsc the technical people
we had there understood. So that if a fellow comes up with
a PN and says, hey, Karl, what's this phrase mean, why, you
can help him with it.

0 But you were not involved in the writing process?

A No. I blew my stack on a couple of them, however.

MR. FOSTER: Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.)
MR. PAGE: PBack on the record.
BY MR. FOSTER:

Q Let's go back on the record.

Were transcripts of press conferences held jointly with
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Mr. Denton and Governor Thornberg provided to the press?

|
|
|
That was a function of the Governor's press secretary.
|
|
)
i
i
|
|

A
But I believe the answer is yes.

Q Was the preparation of the transcript then handled

entirely by the State of Pennsylvania?

A With respect to the joint news conferences held in

Harrisburg, the answer is yes. That's routine for any

|
z
]
|
Governor's office. E

Did you have any discussions with Mr. Critchlow at

e

any time on how these transcripts should be disseminated?

A Absolutely not. That is his business, and it looked

to me like he was doing a good job.
BY MR. PAGE:

Q With respect to the press conferences held by NRC

in Middletown, were transcripts of those press conferences
distributed to the press?

A Yes.

What kind of turnaround time did vou have on getting

Q
those back?

A We finally got around to two hours turnaround time.

We had a little difficulty to begin with because we couldn't

find a printer in Middletown. The first day or so,

we had i
hoped to have them. We didn't make two hours. Let me put it !

that way. I don't remember what it was, but it was embarrass- |

ingly long. I think this was just part of a logistical
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situation which we encountered in a community where very little
business was going on.

After the President left on Sunday, the White House took
its PA system and its television mult system back with it, so
that Karl Abrahams, simply between that afternocon and the
following afternoon, could not find a PA system. So our
Monday news conference was very unsatisfactory. And if you
will check the transcripts, I think you will find me lecturing
my news media college very hard.

But these are just some of the things that were encountered.
we had the Commission's reporting service come up, Ace
Reporting. But it was difficult to find a printer. They
weren't used to that sort of speed turnaround.

So ultimately, we brought up our own fast Xeroxing and did
our own work. I think it's fair to say that this may be the
only accident in the history of mankind where news conference
transcripts were available on the scene two hours after they
were held.

o} Turning to a different line of questioning, were
you involved in conversations with representatives of other
federal agencies, such as DOE, EPA, other Defense Civil
Preparedness Agencies, concerning the assistance that they
were providing to NRC at the site?

A Yes. As I told you, I believe we used some DOE

public affairs people.
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Q Did you have any involvement in addition to that?
A In addition, the nightly meeting in the Governor's

cffice was attended by a representative of the Federal Defense
Preparedness Agency =--and I'm trying to think of Bob's last
name -- as well as, I believe, Mr. Adamcik, whc was the
regional representative.

It is my understanding that that organization had the lead
in coordinating the non-NRC activities at TMI. 1In addition,
I had any number of discussions with the radiological people
who were located out at one of the airports. The HEW people
came through.

But these were, you know, just casual discussions.

o} Were you calling these people for information that
they might have available?

A No. I relied upon the program people to get that

kind of information.

0} Were they calling you for information?
A Occasionally they would.
e wWe would like to turn now to what contacts you had

with the White House following the accident. Could you tell
us with whom at the White House you spoke following the
incident which was first reported on Wednesday morning, and
give us some indication of about when the conversations took
place and the subject of these?

A Oh, that's a tall order. On Wednesday, when I was
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in the incident response center, I told Mr. Ingram to call

walt wWurfel, who was at that time the deputy press secretary,
to let him know what we had going. I don't remember any
conversations personally with anyone from the White House on
wednesday or Thursday. 1'm sure the situation room was being
kept apprised, and I know that the National Security Council
people were being kept advised. And I'm sure that if they
were kept advised, the White House press office was also
advised, I mean, by internal White House pecple.

The first contact I had with Jody Powell, I guess, was

Friday, right before I was going to TMI. And I think the

tapes -- somebody told me that's in the tapes. We were talking |

about the central location for a press center. And I told
Jody that things were moving pretty fast and I'd have to take
a look at it later, that I was going to TMI with Denton, and
I would call him from there.

And he said, is there anything we can do for you. Ancé I
said, it seems to me you're already doing it. You're getting
us hard communications, which we desperately need. And you
are getting us to Three Mile Island.

Subsequently, when we reached Three Mile Island, we were
in the lady's house, and I believe I talked to Powell about
the meltdown story, which 1 had not seen.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q This would have been Friday evening?
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A Friday afternoon, early. ﬁell, transcripts reflect
it. My wife said I shouldn't say things like that, because 1
said "God damn it."

I didn't know about the story. Then Denton and I subse-
guently talked to Powell, and I believe the transcripts also
reflect that Hendrie and Powell were talking back and forth

here in Washington. I think there was some plan that Hendrie

might go over to the White House and use Jody's facilities for
a briefing.
powell was concerned, and very rightfully so, as every good

newsman is, that we not get a situation started where -- if we

could avoid it, where a statement was made in Washington

which might be contradictory of something which was said in

Harrisburg. Good goal. Hard to achieve.

But we certainly agreed on the principle. I did not want
Denton to go out until'he at least had a feel for the situation.
That's in terms of -- the green house by that time was sur- ‘
rounded by reporters. I did not want him to go out until he ;
at least had a feel for the situation out there and until he
had talked with the Governor. Because I believed that it was
impcortant that when we said we had been in contact with the i
Governor from the site, that people knew that we were talking |
to one another. |

We subseguently talked to Powell after this. Then there

was the news conference that night. And I don't know. Denton f
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'l was talking to the President almost Aaily after that, and 1
2| guess I probably talked to Jody every day at least once. I'm %
3{ just telling you what we were doing. There was no ipterferenceﬁ

|
4| if anybody suggested that. |
5 [0} In your early conversations with Mr. Powell or with |
6! any other contacts, did the NRC request the White House to :
7| provide the communications system that it had available to it, |
8| or was this an oifer made by the White House? 5

9 A 1 can't answer your question. I don't know how the

0| haré line -- I think it really came to the fore on Friday, when5

n you just could not get a 717 number. That's why I told

12| Abraham and told the people in the EMT, the person that cuts

13| off that line is in deep trouble, because that's all we had to

4| Harrisburg.

15

But I don't know the seguence of the hard line. I seem to
16| remember Gossick being involved. But I'm guessing now. I

171 don't krow.

‘al 0 okay. We discussed somewhat earlier the question of
]9% white House involvement in the decision that NRC should be

20 | the sole spokesman at the site. Could you tell us a little
21 | bit more of what you know of this?

27_ A 1 don't remember any personal conversations with

23! the White House on the matter. I do remember talking with

24
Ace-reders Reporters inc

25; present. But it's possible that he wasn't, because we were

. Mr. Crietz on Saturday morning. And I believe Mr. Denton was |
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1| all on the same site there and we would meet, sloshing through

2| the mud from one place to another.

w

R ———

But they said they were going to hold their last news

|
|
l conference that day, and that I believe Mr. Crietz told me |

>

5/ that he had been called from the White House. But that's right
6| now hearsay. I mean, I did not discuss it with him. I

7| certainly had made up my mind by that time that we had to have

8| a single spokesman and that it had to be us.

4 BY MR. FOSTER:

10 Q Were you aware of any prior conversations, or is
1

there a possibility that prior conversations would have been {

‘2{ held with other NRC personnel with respect to coming to this

‘3f conclusion? Or was this the first time NRC heard about this? |
| A The first time I had heard about it, I believe.
15 i You're asking for specific recollection six months back, at a
1 ; time which was pretty chaotic.
17| Let me say that, however it came about, it was the right
1
‘ap move.
19 |
! BY MR. PAGE:
2°:i o) Did Mr. Crietz indicate to you any concern with ,
| !
7‘1 NRC being the sole spokesman? |
|
22‘ A No. I think at that point Mr. Crietz was probably !
| |
221 relieved. |
ol BY MR. FOSTER:
Federa! Reporters Inc |
23 Q Do you remember who would have been with Mr. Crietz2
i
i




during this conversation?

A I do not, no. I don't even remember. I just remember
|

!
|

it was held on the site., 1 don't remember whether it was held,l

you know, out in the parking lot or where it was. 1 do remember
we discussed it, because I often second-guessed myself in
saying maybe I should have told him not to hold the last news
conference because it added to the confusion.

Q Did you tell him to go ahead and hold the press
conference?

A 1 said == in his view, as I recall, this would be

their last one. I had then and still have some difficulties

in the concept that a federal agency can interfere with the

public information activities of a private corporation.

Q Federal agencies, including the White House?

A 1 stand on what I said.

But at the same time, there was a real need =-- and 1 think
this particular area should be clarified, and I would hope

that maybe your organization might have some wisdom. It's not

an easy thing, believe me.

o} Mr. Fouchard, you mentioned that you believe
Walter Crietz had said he had a call from the White House,
although you can't be certain?

A Ask Walter. He would remember. What does he say?

Q At this point in time, speaking of todzy, are you

absolutely certain, though, that the White House provided
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' the impetus for Met Edison to hold a press conference? ;
2 A No, sir. I did not suggest that. That was not i
| !
’ the meaning of that at all. I don't know who was the father i
s of this particular idea. All I can say is it wasn't a bad i
’ idea. But I do have some basic problems with how hard a i
’ federal agency could come down on a private company. |
|
£ Q Saturday evening, this would have been Mr. Dentcn |
8 and Mr. Stello's trailer, do you remember Bill Murray, i
") Herman DeCamp, Blaine Fabian? This would have beer some time 5
" Saturday night and would have been in conjunction with dis- i
o cussing the President's visit the following day. |
e A That would have to have been awfully late, because
" | I think == I can't remember when we first got word cf the
“'; president's visit. I don't remember whether it was in the
‘s#i Governor's office or what. But I think the Governor by that
" i time -- we're talking fairly late.
‘7; See, we held that news conference in Harrisburg some time |
" | between 11:30 and midnight. |
19{! Q Do you remember what time you left for the site to
20 go to the Governor's office?
ok A Do not.
. Q Was it =-- %
23i A The meeting in the Governor's officz was an extended |
24| :
AaJnuunnuwani; one that night.
25; 0 Would it have been prior to the AP bulletin of
: |
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i 1 i Saturday evening? i
2 : A. Yes, indeed. 2
.
3 Q It was before that? That was about 8:00 o'clock? %
4 A No. Excuse me. It might have been afterwards. I é
5! knew we were late getting to Harrisburg that night, and I'm ,
6! sorry, I can't reconstruct the times. I can reconstruct the %
e-4 7|l events but not the times.

g ! Q You don't remember any Met Ed-GP peop.2 coming over
9| to discuss it?

10 || A No. I'm sure they did, because the White House was
1 going to begin advising us at 7:00 o'clock in the morning.

12{| We didn't go to the motel. We went back -- as I say, I don't

13 think I got any sleep that night. We went back to the trailer

14! after the press conference. So I can't believe that, you

15;; know, some discussions didn't take place. I just don't

léi’ recall them specifically.
17” o I see. Did you ever recocllect having a discussion
18| with Vic Stello, either at the time of the event or now, with

19| respect to a call you were to receive from Jack Watson?

20 || A. I would have received --
22 A Mr. Stello told me -- and this is very recently --

23 that while Harolé and I were on the way to the capitol that

21l Q Mr. Stello would have received.
|
|
|
24,! night, that he had a call from the White House. This must
Aca-Feaers Reporters Inc
25| have been on the bubble thing, because he was then very
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afraid that v~ were going to get sandbagged when we arrived
at Harrisburg. See, Vic was on the night shift at that time
3 and he probably didn't know that we were already alert that

there was a problem through Dick Lyons' earlier call. He didn't

say he had a call from the White House. He did not say who

6 it was from.
7| Q And it was to discusts the impact of the bubble story
8| or seek a confirmation on the accuracy of the informatior?
9 i A I don't know.
10 | 0} Did you have any conversations with any Met Edison-GP
“ii official outside of the one, the possible mention with
.
12il Mr. Crietz, either at the time of the event oOr subsequently,

12 with respect tc the White House involvement?

14 | A Not that I can recall.
15 | BY MR. PAGE:
16 | Q In listening to the NRC tapes on Saturday evening

7 following the confusion of or the possible explosion of the

bubble, the conversations seemed to say that they have

o

received instructions not to take any more calls from the

i. press, based upon a hold on information, and that all subse-
2:h guent reports should come from the site, NRC people at the
2| site.

23 . Are you aware of how this policy was brought about? Was

24 this prompted by a call from the White House?
«ow.rederst Reporters, Inc. |

25 | A what I tell you now is not of my own direct knowledge.
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It is what I subseguently learned. Appar=antly, there was a

-—

2| call to Mr. Case, who was the senior person in the operations
3@ center that Saturday night, from someone in the White House
‘ﬁ complaining about the stories that were moving on the bubble
5” out of Washington. Apparently Mister -- the White House

6 Qdidn't know whether it was a suggestion or what it was, that

7! we refrain from answerinc any more calls.

8 1 learned of this in Harrisburg and it was very late. I

9 can't tell you when.

10 By that time, we already had a press center set up in

11 | Middletown. I only had three people there at the time, two,

12| three, something like that. By that time, I had already pretty

‘3! well madé up my own mind that we had to take the con in

14 ' Middletown, anyway.

15 I told Ingram to move the field people first thing in the

“' morning to Middletown, that I wanted him there by the time the

President arrived, and indeed, they were there.

'8 What I've told you about the call from the White House is
what people have told me. I do remember a conversation with

<~ Mr. Ingram on Saturday night, and this was a very hectic day

21| for all of us. And I told him to -- that I had -= that I

22;; thought we had taken care of the story with the press confer-

23 ence in Harrisburg. We'd done all we could for that night,

2 and to have the other people move up and begin on Sunday
s.ce-Fecsral Reporters, Inc }
25i morning, telling the media that the information on the
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activities at Three Mile Island woula be issued by the NRC for
Middletown. So in other words, come to Middletown.

Q Wwas the news center in the Bethesda East-West Towers
Building, was it closed at that time?

A Was closed, yes.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q Do you remember who told you, gave you this informa-
tion?
A Initially it was Mr. Ingram, I believe. But it could

have been Mr. Case. I didn't pay much attention tc it on
Saturday night, to be very honest with you, because I'd already
made a deciéion that we were going to have to move everything
to Middletown, anvway, just based on the fact the President
was coming the next day. The action had already shifted to
Middletown, and whatever the Commission was going to do here
in Washington would be with respect to getting information
from us at the site or taking care of some of the =-- you know,
what generic issues on other B&W plants were.

So I dién't have any problem with what was suggested, but
I had already made up my mind that when you have got as few
troops as I have, you try to use them as best you can. And
on Friday, they needed them at Middletown. We kept a 24-hour
news center in Middletown and I think we made arrangements
with Middletown police not to arrest reporters that were on

the street after curfew.



79

BY MR. PAGE:

Q Do you recall arrangements +hat were made with people

i
'

7 in Bethesda as to which phone calls they should refer to

4| Middletown and which ones they could answer themselves?

5! A It was easy. If thley were any activities on the
6?2 plant, they came to Middletown.

7§; Q was this from any member of the public or only from

g | news people?
~ . A e had public lines going from Middletown -- we had
10; a public tape, public lines, and we changed the tape periodically
\l:i during the day, so people could call in and get the status of

i the report. I t#ink we were still servicing the public out
12| of Bethesda, but again, I wasn't here. I don't -=- certainly
14, any media activity would have had to be centralized at
15, Middletown.
16 | And we also--if you will talk to my good people, will find
:7 out they handled hundreds and hundreds of calls from the
i3 public all night long. You haven't lived until you've had a

call about 4:00 a.m. in the morning from a hippie radio

- 4 station in California.
21  Q Mr. Fouchard, were you involved in any way in the
22i NRC coordination activities with Congressional offices follow~-
23| ing the accident?
24 A No, sir, except -- well, let me amend that.

sce-Fecerat Reporrers. Inc. ||
25! Congressman Udall and Congressman Walker were on the site

l %
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1“ frequently at TMI when I was there. I had several conversations

2| with them. I wouldn't -- you know, Denton would brief them on
? | what was going on, if we had any, you know == 1 would let them
i know when we were going to brief that day, if I knew, and what
54 the highlights were. But that's the extent of it.
i o} How good do you believe NRC's emergency planning was
|
: prior to the TMI accident, to assure that the news media would

B,f be kept promptly and effectively informed following a nuclear

| accident of this type?
I}
‘0 ‘1 '
‘ A Inadequate.
‘]i Q What do you believe was the main reason for this?
|
‘2gv A I don't think the NRC, nuclear industry, and probably
|l
]3f‘ some of the states ever believed something like this was going
14 |
to happen.
‘5,‘ e What things have been done since the accident to
16

Q assure a better response by NPC for an accident?

A Well, as the record -- I believe you have a copy of
- a memorandum which I sent to the Commission in May on lessons
learned. I think we need some more staffing. I think we

“~ | need some more planning. I think Karl Abraham is Jdoing some

2]§. planning and trying to use Region I as a model, so we can try
i

22:j to adapt it to other regions.

23 |

We are trying to identify off-site centers. We have pretty

24 well concluded that we will move into the site more quickly.
woe-Fecaral Reporrers inc. |

1
25f Ané I think in the events that have transpired since that
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| matter, both of which we sent public affairs people to. I

|

think the real guestion is what is the role of the NRC. And

|
i
i I will repeat what I said to the Commission in my memorandum,
|
I

somebody has to be boss.

Clearly, the Oyster Creek situation wasn't one of those.

| But what's the dividing line?

Obviously, it's a matter of judgment. when you send NRC
| people to the site, what is their role?

i Now, up to the point of Three Mile Island, the NRC role
had been primarily an inspection and investigative one. I
think that situation changed at Three Mile Island. Where do
you draw the line and when do you draw it? Those are basic
policy guestions, which I think the =-- or excuse me -- the
agency has to face up to, and in my view has not done sO.

So if you ask me, are we better prepared today than we were
on March the 22nd or 27th, rather, I would say somewhat, but
only because of lessons we learned.

Q You mentioned the project that Mr. Abraham has under
| way. This was a guestion I wanted to get into, whether or

not that was being done country-wide oOr just in Region I?

|
!
'

time, we have. At Oyster Creek, we've had the Erwin, Tennessee,

i

|

and that is: At what point do we take charge? In any situation,

| X : . . ;
! I think the recent situation 1in North Anna is not one of those.

b We were trying to tailor one and then -- well, there's

oo Fecaral Reporrers Inc |

| a good deal of work being done nationwide. But Karl's project
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‘E is just adapt it to Region I, see how it works out, and then we
2& could adapt it for the others. |
3; o) Could you indicate what he's doing?

‘i k. He's looking at everything. He's looking at where i
5! press centers might be located at the various sites. He's

6; looking at the logistical situation: How do you get typewriters,
7% how do you get telephones; how do you get Xerox machines, and

8% who does this?

9? Let's face it, at one point I had signec for a trailer, a

‘oé Xerox machine, a White House mult, and I told somebody, I'll

‘1i either wind up in the graveyard or Leavenworth after this

]25| is all over, because we had no requisition authority.

‘31 Do you get somebody from the agency to go out with pad and
ik pencil? Just simple logistic matters that have to be handled
‘5‘, and have to be handled rapidly.

15i; In addition to -- but Xarl's activities are primarily more

7 getailed activities than they are policy activities. As I say,
. I think the agency has to determine what its role is and when |

that role changes.
| 4} Is he examining that at all as part of his project?
21? A I don't think so, no. I think he figures that's
22& probably got to be done from here, and he's right. And soon,
23% I hope.
“u¢w"ﬂ.“”""‘3:r Q He indicated to us that he expected tc complete
2!

his project some time, I pelieve, in December or so. Do you
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1| expect that the other regional offices would be asked to do ;

2L something similar to this in the foreseeable future?
37 A When you have one public affairs office in each
I
4| region, particularly regions which are as pusy as Region I is,

|
5| and now II and III and the others, also, when you hold a meeting

6 | here in Washington or someplace else, yoOu uncover yogrself all
71l the way around the country. So we really don't hold enough

8 ' meetings.

9 What I want to do is bring the staff together as soon as I
10| can. And I don't think it has to await Abraham's project, just
i to talk about this in a little more detail.

12” Actually, I was hoping that the reports of some of these

; organizations, like the President's Commission and like this
‘4E one would be out by the time we held that meeting, because I
‘5;‘ am hopeful that there will be some constructive criticisms.
‘6‘; If there are not constructive criticisms, then I think both
organizations would have wasted their time.
8 7 BY MR. FOSTER:

Q Going back to that early morning call you got from

20 Karl Abraham, I wanted to clear up something. Did he mention

21 that he had a site or a general emergency?

22ii A My recollection was he said site emergency.
23 o Okay. During this call or any of the early calls

24 in the morning of the discussions you had with Mr. Abraham,
Ace-Fecera Reporters Inc :

25 what instructions did you have for him with respect to what
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‘ﬂ his duties would be?
I .
2| A I told him, I think, to stay there for the time being,

3ﬁ because by that time the calls were already flooding into both

|
4‘ washington and into the region. And it was .ot until later
i that day that I decided to send him to Harrisburg and to bring

6| Jan Strasma in from Chicago, Region III, to £ill in for

7! Abraham at King of Prussia.
8% I thought it was important to have people answering phones
9: both in Washington and in King of Prussia.

; In retrospect, obviously, we should ha;u noved more people
“; into -- there wasn't much going on at the site. I mean, in

«
115 terms of the communications, they were horrible and, you know,
‘3$ ever NRR sent people to the site and then never seemed to hear
14| from them again.
‘5j What you really had to do -- the best place for Xarl to be
16 was where the press action was, 7. the press action at that
12 point was in the Governor's press office, which is where I
C sent him on Wednesday night.

1 don't have to tell Karl Abraham what to do, by the way.

7' He's a thorouchly competent public affairs man.
rA R Q Did you have any specific instructions for him when
22!_ you sent him to the site?
23; A No.
e o How about, example: Don't get involved with any

oo Feoersl Reporters, Inc. ||
25| joint press conferences with the utility?
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A No, I can't remember ever discussing that. But I
can't think -- you'd have to ask Karl that.

Q Did you ever receive a call back from him saying,
look, I've had a reguest. What's our position on the matter?
A Not that I can recall. I think Karl and I are in
no disagreement on that matter. So he wouldn't really have
to seek much guidance from me; confirmation from me, but not

guidance.

Q How about any instructions or any dialogue you may
have had on his interfacing with the media upon arriving at
the site?

A He went to the Governor's press office and he was
interfacing with the media regularly. I understand he was
greeted with open arms by the Governor's press secretary. At
last, some help.

Q This would probably have been Thursday. Do you
remember personally receiving a call or conversations with
Mr. Ingram, who may have received this call, a reguest by
CBS to make Mr. Abraham available and your office declined the
reguest?

A I don't remember such a recuest. But that doesn't
mean it didn't occur.

Q 1f such a reguest would have been made, would you

have declined?

A I guess I can't answer that. It would depend on the
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circumstances. And I don't know of any reason why we would
wave. But at the same time, our people at the site were being
intarviewed, Galina and -- well, Galina -- the name, yes. My
guess is what I would probably have said is that the people at
*he site are probably better people to be interviewed, since
they have got more current informat.ion. But -=

Q You don't remember?

A No, I don't. But then, turning television stations
down on interviews is something I've done with a good deal of
regularity, but not for any particular purpose. It's just,
do you have the time and can you be -- can you help them in
any way.

Q You mentioned eaflier, 1 believe, if I understood
you correctly, that Mr. Abraham was principally functioning as
liaison with the Governor's office?

A On Friday, he certainly was. But on Thursday, he
was acting as a public affairs spokesman out in Harrisburg.

Q Did you instruct Mr. Ingram to keep Mr. Abraham
constantly informed about the decisions that were being made
out of Bethesda?

A I don't know that it would be necessary to give
such an instruction. We do that routinely.

Q pid you notify him of the decision to have a pre-
cautionary evacuation at Mr. Collins' recommendation?

A My recollection is that the last conversation I
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had with Karl =- and the tapes may show something different,
I don't know -- was just to say that the Chairman was about
to call the Governor. And Karl subsequently told me that he
had a runner, which went between his office and the Governor's
office, and the runner took the message up that the Chairman
will be calling momentarily.
And what took place in that conversation, I do not know.
But Karl reports to me that a short while later, the Governor's
advisory came out over the loudspeaker systems there in the
press room. So it looks to me that, given the number of people
we had, that the right place was for Karl Abraham to be that
day was Harrisburg.
MR. FOSTER: Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.)
BY MR. FOSTER:
Q You mentioned I believe, earlier, also, that when
you arrived Mr. Denton went in and had a discussion with
Mr. Herbein. Were you a party to that discussion?
A I wasn't paying much attention to it, £rankly,
because I had some media people out front and 1 was in a very

small office. The red phone had just been, I think, connected

in there. And it's a direct line which the White House put in.

And you know, I thought it was == let the technical people get
+- ,ether and worry about +he technical things, and I'll start

thinking a little bit about logistics. So you know, I was
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not -- I was present, but recalling ﬁnything, the answer is no.

Q Other than what we've discussed, did you have any
other dialogue with any Met Edison-GP officials in the first
three days up there?

A Oh, sure.

Q Anything of significance you'd like to relate now
for the record?

A We talked all the time about lots of things. There
were certain areas, for example, that I thought Met Edison
was -- should talk about. They backed off almost completely.
For example, I encouraged them to talk to reporters about the
enormous job which I thought the industry was applying, bring-
ing all of these top people in over there in the armory. I
thought that was a story that American industry ought to be
proud to tell, and I didn't think it was getting out. It
really wasn't our job to tell it.

They finally issued a press release, but it was pretty
sterile. Any number of discussions. I talked, when stuff
would be attributed to Met Edison people who were, you know,
let's face it -- they have offices all over the place, and
while they might not have been saying it on the site, they
may have been saying something out of one of their other
offices.

I would talk to them about it

Q who principally were you interfacing with?
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1!; A I was interfacing with Crietz, DeCamp, Bill Murray,
2!? Fabian to some extent. |
3:; Q Did you have any recommendations for any of these
AV| gentlemen with respect to what they should include, what they
5 should not include in their public statements?
éil A No, no. |
7!% Q Did you have any advice for them on how they should

g8 ! hold their press conferences, logistics, whatever?
9| A They didn't hold any press conferences af ter
10 . Saturday. They asked =-- I believe they asked if they could
11| hold their press conference the same place we did on Saturday
12! and 1 said, no, I éidn't think that was a very good idea.
13 o} 1 want to move to something else that we had touched
14 upon a little bit earlier, and I have some different informa-
15 tion. Let me tell you what I have. This is again on the
16 bubble is gone story.
W7 The way I got that was, this was Monday morning and a
3 statement was put out over AP that Mr. George Troffer of

Met Edison has said that the bubble is gone, danger is over.
il A That's what he said.
215 o You hear about this. You go over to a trailer.
Mr. Fabian is present. Mr. DeCamp is there. And you said,
232!  hey, did anybody from your company make a statement that the
24 bubble's gone? And then at that point Met Edison checks into

iwov-Feasrel Reporters, Inc |

Bl i
|

' i
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A I believe I did have a conversation on the bubble
Monday morning, because the bubble story kept me awak all
Sunday night. And I'm sure by the time I arrived at the site
Monday morning, I was in a foul temper. But there was a story
reported, and I cannot == my recollection is it was Met Edison,;
maybe not. Troffer was involved, saying that the bubble was
gone, and that's why 1 told the reporters that there's some
encouraging signs, but we don't want to create false optimism i
and we're recalculating it overnight and we'll have better
information for you in the morning.

And then I'm sure I had a conversation with Met Edison on

Monday morning, and I'm sure I was on the bitter end.

Q Do you remember what you might have told these
people?

A. No, no.

Q Under any circumstances, would you have instructed

them to retract that story?

A No. I don't think I have the authority to tell them
to do anything.

Q dkay. Did you have any discussions with any of
the state officials with respect to the credibility problem
that had developed with Met Edison?

A 1 don't know that I had any discussions with them.

1 think there was general agreement that there was a credibility

problem. I don't remember any specific discussions. But I do
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know that the Governor was terribly displeased with some of

the information he got. I can't cite chapter and verse. 1It's

just my impression.

As a result, the Governor's press secretary and others were

not very happy.

6! o) Were you given any instructions with respect to

dissemination of information before you went up to the site?

8 | A No, sir.

91 Q Did you have -- did you give: any instructions with

10  respect to dissemination of information?

"y A Tc who? No, no.
12! 0} Any of your people.
13| A No. Our policy is to answer people as quickly and

14| as honestly as we can.
15 | BY MR. PAGE:

16 Q I have asked all of the specific guestions that I

have, Mr. Fouchard. And I beligve Mr. Foster has, too.

o

Before closing the record, though, there are a couple of
general questions I wanted to ask.
21 Do you have any additional information that may be pertinent
21 to the inquiry of the Special Investigation Group that you :
22| did not give in response to one of our earlier guestions?
232 s That sounds like an entrapment guestion, Mr. Page.

24 To the best of my knowledge, no. But that doesn't mean

s\ce-Feceral Reoorters, Inc. |

25 that I won't recall something this afternoon that I didn't
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1|l remember this morning.

2 Q 1s there anything else that you would like to say
3 for the record?

4 A No, sir.

5 0} In conclusion, let me indicate that this is an

6! ongoing investigation and, although we have completed the

7!l questions that we have for you today, we may need to bring

8| you back for further depositions. We will, however, make

9 every effort to avoid having to do so.
10 | I will now recess this deposition rather than terminate it.

ni I wish to thank you for your time in being with us here

‘2l today.
|
i (Whereuvp i, at 12:00 p.m,, the taking of the
|

e-5 14| instant deposition was recessed.)

21 !,
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