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o Secend, if. oz the cther hans, 2¢ Teaster
28 o0 ceoling safely, 8 number oS evenss
ave possisle -- Tangiag frem signifizant
releases of radicactive {ocine chToigh e
woTs: case oFf exteasive destrucsticn ¢ <ihe
cese. The mere sericus ¢f these events
could Tesuls in unacceptably high exposuTes
¢f he pepulation within ten miles ¢l e
=lant.. Ualess the NRC can provice
assurances that the TeacteT is Ssc.ing
safely and tha: the cccurrence ¢f these
events can be ruled out, adecuate pPretecticn
¢f the public health requires -- at a =Inizum --
tha: full scale preparaticns ZoT an evacuatien
of the pepulation within ten =2iles ¢ the
plant be undertaken on an urgent Bdasis anc
thas the population ia that area be c3ficially
warned iamecdiately to0 make all necessary
preparations tc leave on shert nctice.
On Friday afternocn, at our meeting here, the NRC cculd net
srevide firm assurances that the reas:icr was cocling safely.
,,,,,,,,,, Iz is my understanding that sssurances weTe sti.l nst
forchconing early this meraing.
I recommend that vou seek thcse assurances Srom RC and shats,
1 NAC cannct Drovice Them, VOU CORsicer TEISTMEncLnE SO
Tne LCVerncr .mmedlate evacuation; at a mIinimum, tae
S0.L.0wWilg actions shouls Je tTaxken, i€ <they Rave net deen
taken already. This is parsicularcly impersant in view o2
cthe szacements 20 us ¢0f the two NRC Commissicners that
netice of a meltdown couléd be as brief as six heours.
9 The populasion within 20 miles ¢ the plant
should be notifiec puvisc-y ane officially
0 be prepared IC evacuate on sShcTT notise --
as sho®: 33 six hours -- anéd o listen ¢
radic or TV for status Teperis. The Jivscier
af =he National Cancer Instizute, whe is probatoy
che Nation's leadiang cadiaction 3zicleogist, Zee.s
ssreagly that the wazaiag shoulc extend t¢
secple withiz 20 maZies -- even theough an
evacuasIsn aT TheT Z.Stance may preve
unnecessaTy.
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be?

tTaken a numd -H svizies a2 ! whichs 1
+i8c below in Twe other aTeas, we aTe prepacec o
assist - but we need o0 know what yeu expect us ¢ &¢

o First, we will be prepareé tc provid
eizher vou, the NRC, ané/er the Geverncrs's
0sf:ce with our assessmeut o the pudblic
health implicaticns o the enviTronmenial
meniteo

oTing daza. ,

¢ Second, we are prepared o provide
assistance in the event of an evacua-
tion -- such as ianfectiocus cdisease
specialists, and food and drug efficials --
t0 whatever extent vou Tegquest.

3ut we need t¢ kaow what Tespensibilicties ycu expect us
0 shoulder s¢ that we cax be prepaved =0 Tespencg fully
ané effeccively.

Tc assist you ia your .oc*c-“a:;ng eifcrtis, I summaTize
briefly the activities that we have uxder=aiken wiih Tespect
o the Harrisburg accident:

.- FDA personnel arce i
daily sanples ¢ wa

14+ 0

a

w;:h;: a ten-nile the plant to

ect any radicacti contaminasicn of che
‘cod o water supply. The result cf cthese
analyses of these samples iTe being provided
te NR

.- The FDA has identified all Zcoé processing
slants in the aTea under its jurisciction
and will sam.- shelir Tav mactevials snd
Zinished procucts, &5 necessaTy <t cetect
any con:amin tion.

.- HEW is providing pecsomnel, on & Ci-h0ur
tasis, .o the NRC's C2.045, censte? T2 assiss
in reviewing NRC, 2?A, HSW ané OCZ caza
Zrom etv;rcnme-:a: Benitorisng &% well as t¢
sTovide that Cats <0 an 4H3W sanel =2
TUSTLE XeBitR sSintiscs S8 Teview. They



will make recommencditicns =S me with respecs
S cuestions adeut the public healsth axnd
safesy in the area.

.- The PHS has purchased supplies ¢f petassiwm
iodide ané is gesting these =2 the arTea
so that they can be made available Zfcr the
public should radicactive iodine Se released
inte the atmosphere. We are a.sc princting
"patient"” iastructicns on use.

o
2 |

.- In keeping with our responsibilities underT
the Interagency Radiclogical Assistance Plaz,
we aTe prepariag our Tesources e assist :a
the event: of any evacuaticn ¢f the arves.

.- We will be prepared, if necessary, tc previde
training to hospital perscnnel in the arez
tc treat radiaction injuries.

= The Center for Disease Ceontrel Is cseviewing
the exteat o which e*v**cnme::zl data are
being collected and will make recommendations
to me if additional ca.a shculd Dde collected
te provide an adequate basis for evaluating the
near- andé long-tetm public healih consecuences
of exposures resulting from this ineci den..

I will keep you informed of cur activities and ¢f any
further recommendations for action we delieve necessaTy
to protect the public health.




