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Anpociated Prese Triter

TARRISEURG» Pa, AP <~ An accident at the Three ¥ile Island nuclesar
pomer plant spparently dansaged the reacior core and allowed
reddoactive materisl to leak into the ctmosrherer the zovernment gaid
wednesday

-
f4c1ale paid their re=dinge indicated there was no immedliate
anzer to the putlics and there were no rlane to evacuzte the 1£2000
sople living within = mile of the prlent,

Taon Caper = Fuclear Rezgulatory Commiseslon gpokeemsan? s83id
red4etion levele inside the plantse reactor tuilding registered at
12000 times normal,

But Jeorge Troffer» manager of generstion Guslity sssursnce for
Metro;olifan TAigon® cne of the consortium of companiee thatl Truns the
plants said he thought that figure wae to¢ high, He eaill the level
wag perhepe 10 times more¢ then normal,

Company employees and IKC cfficisale norked 2t the rlant 10 reduce
the tepperature end prespure ineide the resactor dome to 2110w
en-ineere 10 enter and check the reactor for damaze,

L plant spokesman e2id ¢¢s b dfulss of morkers were exrosed to
refiation in the accidents but none wae seriocusly contaminated or
noppitelized,

In Teshingtons Sen, Gary Harts D=-Colo,» e2id human error appeared to
pave been & factor in the incident,

¢¢T am informed by the NRC that the emergency core cooling system
was turned off prematuyrely = resulting in artial tlockage of mater
needed to coocl the nuclear core and keep i1t under conirol?ss g2id

- -

uarts cheirman ©f the Senate subcommittee On nuclenr radiztion,
siSome human error seexs to have teen involved in responding to the
emnrgency situation?ss he said» adding the NYRC bhad told him radiation
lavele outside the plant did not pose & health hazsrd,

Cage 8aid radioactive gupes from the plantss nuclesr fuel may have
leaked out of the Elant' which was shut down ty the accident, There
was no word when the electric facility would resume operstion,

A stetement from Genersl Putlic Utilitiesr the consortium abich
operates the plant» said there was ¢ésome low-level relesse of

F red‘oactive g beyond the site boundary . . . . Despite thie relezge’
the company doeg not telieve the level congtitutes a danger to the
nes.th and eavety of the public ,»»

Tarliers the consortium said the accident mey have dameged the fuel
c12dding» metal tutes which contain the pellete of radioactive
uranium fuel

The cause o? the accident = or the ﬁreciee gequence of events that
1ed 40 the radistionse relesse — could not te immediately determined,

But Lt, Gov, William Scranton III s21d steem contelning radioactive
material was released into the air for over two houre to ¢érelieve
potentielly dangerous preseuress in the reactor,

¢The situation is more complex than the company first led ue to
relieverys Scranton esaid,

«¢It the releage of the steam was done to relieve pctentielly
dangerous pressure in the resactor chamters sy Scranton szid, ¢¢Eecsuse
of an apparent leck in the primary cooling system: radioactive
meterial was discharged iuto the air along with the steamrs, he paid,

Company officisle could not te reached for comment on Scrantonss
statement? but Leopard Matts 2 gpokesman for the consoriium? gaid
sicome damage to the fuel cladding may have occurred ,»»

The extent of the damager if any’ wag not known,

Case said heat-capsed pressure gide the dome had risen temporarily
to four or five pounds per square inch above outeide atmospheric
pressure = enou to cauyese leskage, The leaking faaee ma{ ave
ineluded iodine and xenmons he saids btut not uranium or plutonlum,

A nuclear engineer for the state Department of Mvironmental
Resources® Willism Dornmsifer paild the core tecame overhe=ted during
the incident, ¢¢T. e core wag covered, The core weap flooded, Something
caused the core to overheatrsy he gaid

The consortium reported the vossible iamage to the cladding af :
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ut none wae seriously contaminated or

hospitalized ,

In Tashingtons Sen, Gary Harts D=Colo,» e2id huran error appesar
have been = factor inm the incident,

¢¢I em informed by the EZRC that the emergency core cooling syste.
wag turned off prematurely - repulting in ¥art1s1 tlockage of mater
needed to cool the nuclesr core and keep 1t under controlsss pnigd
Harts chairman of the Senate subccmmittee on nuclear radistion,

¢éSome huzman error seems to heve teen involved in resvonding to tb
Smergoney elituationssy he esidr» adding the NRC hed t0ld him radiatic
levels outeide the plant d4i1d not Pose a health hazsrd,

Case sai1d radioactive gapee from the flant-a nuclesar fuel may have
leaked out of the plant’ which wae ghut dowr by the accident, There
%48 no word when the electric facility would resume operation,

A statement from Generzl Putlic Utilitiesy the congortium which
operates the plants geid there was ¢ésome low-level relesse of
redicactive gas beyond the gite toundary ., . , , Despite this relecr
the couvany does not telieve the level congtitutes a danger to the
health and eafety of the public,ss

Earliers *“he consortium said the accident msi have demezed the fue:
cledd ings metal tutes which contain the pellete of radionctive
uranium fuel;

The czuse of the accident - or the precise eequence o7 evente that
led to the radistionsg rclease — could not be immediately determine:

But Li, Gov, William Scrantom III soid steem cornteinirs radiosctive
material was relezcsed into the air for over two houres to serelieve
rotentially dangerous pressuress in ihe reactor,

‘eThe situstion iz more complex then the company firset led ue to
reliever yy Scranton seid, %

‘¢It the release of the steem weas done to relieve pctentislly
dangerous pressure in the resctor chamtersy, Scranton szid, ¢¢Becaur
cf an spparent lecl: ir the prirary cooling eyeten» radiozctive
material weae discharged into the air elong with the steemi sy he paic

Company officiale could not te resched for comment on Scrantonse
ctatements but Leonard Matts a spokeeman for the comsoriium? gaid
ssfome damege to the fuel cladding mey have occurred,ss

The extent of the damager 1f &ny?* w2g not known,

Case g8i1d heat-czused pressure inside the dome had rieen temporaril:
to four or five pounds Per square inch above outeside atmospheric
frcoeuro T 6nough to cause leakage, The leaking gaseée mey have

ncluded iodine and xenons he 8aids but not uraniuvm Oor plutonium,

A nuclear enfinoor for the state Department of Mvironmental
Resources® William Dormsifer paid the core tecame overherted during
the incident, ¢¢The core mas covered, The core wee flooded, Somethir
caused the core to overheutrss he gaid,

The consortium rerorted the peseible damege to the cladding after e
IEC epokesman said the sccident sent rsdiation boaminf up to 8 mile
away through the 4-foot-thick walls of the power plant,

Joe Touchard’ the spokeeman’ said the amount of radistion wag
relatively smalls adding that what registered a2 mile from the plant
wes comparable to that given off durin-. a medice) Y=rsy,

Plant officiale had said only e emell emount of redioactive steaem
egcaped when s valve btlew oyt on 2 wmeicr pumpr that cocle one o the
vlanise two reactors, 4 second reactor wes ghut down esrlier for
refueling

Plant © ficiala sa1d some workers may have teen contaminated, ¢¢Iynm
gure rome of them fot exposures tut poeitivelg none were
over-exposed»ss s2id Jack Herveins vice presiient for generation =t
Metroggiitsn Hison, The plant employe £00 persons,

Flant epokesman Llaine ™bian e=21ds ¢¢There is ateolutely no dsnger
of a melzaonn. ¥e 2re not in & «China Syndromcv-tzpo situation,»s» He
referred to a movie that dramatizes the poseitility of an uncooled
nuclear reactor core melting and burninf into the esrth,

The $1 tillion plants on an island in ihe SusQuehanna River 10 miles
soutbesst of heres» btegan operation in 1974,

Dorneife said initia] readinge showed the amount of radistion thst
escaped was 1 millirem per hour, But a plant sgokeenan s21d readings
later increased to 2 to 2 millireme per hour =t the edgze of the si e,

Normallys Americe=ns are exposed to tetween 10> and 120 millirems ner
year from such things 3s the sun and I-rays, A cheet X-ray could sive
2 person up to 20 millirems,




