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The Henorable Stephen R. Reed PR T g AL 8
Pennsylvania House of Representatives it e il - R Y .
Marrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 35 % . i

Dear Mr. Reed: “

" -

| have been asked to respond to your letter of August 8, 1979 to
Chatrman Hendrie. e
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In your letter, you stated that you were "entirely baffled by the apparent A
refusal of the U.S. Muclear Regulatory Commission to have extensively KR
reviewed the reports by hundreds of Three Mile Island area residents who, L
during March 28-31, 1979 primarily, and at times subsequent, experienced:
(a) metallic taste in their mouth; (b) metallic or iodine-like odor in the
air; (c) irritated and watery eyes; (d) mode-ate or severe respiratory
inflameation; (e) gastro-intestinal ‘ysfunction and diarrhea; (f) disruption
of the menstrual cycle in females; (g) skin rashes (some appearing as
radiation burns); (h) sharp, abnormal pains in joints". We are not aware
of larqge numbers of people reporting formally or informally physiolegical
reactions to the accident. The only knowledge that we have of large
numbers of people experiencing physiolocical reactions to the accident
comes through Yr. Arnold of ParaScience International (Enclosure 1). In
his letter, Mr. Arnold claims that “"hundreds of persons experienced
physiclogical discomfort or ill-health as the result of radionuclides
released from TFI-2 on and after March 28, 1979." ¥r. Arnold made similar
claims hefore the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile
Island (May 18, 1979). In response to Mr. Arnold's allegations, the

NRC's Three Mile Island Special Inquiry Group has offered to meet with

“r, Arnold to discuss his claim.*

Enclosed for your review is a copy of a repori entitled, “Population Dose
and Health Impact of the Accident at Thr._: Hile Island Nuclear Station"
(Enclosure 2). This report assesses the nhealth impact of the radiaticn
released on the approximately 2 miliion offsite residents within 50 miles

* Mote: We have also received a letter from Mrs. Marie J. Holowka =
.~ ‘of York, PA. Mrs. Holowka has reperted instances of .¥ (IR £ 5
" % Tivestock nortality and morbidity. Nr. Karl Abraham of & ii v

the NRC's Pegion I office, Kine of Prussia, Pa., has P gy
investigated her allegations and responded to her letter.
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during the perfod March 28 to April 7, 1979, represents minimal risks of

The report concludes that the offsite doses associated with the: accmhnt- {' %

* additional health effects to the offsite populat1on.

The projected number-

of additional fatal cancers due to the accident that could occur over the i ;_.-f v

remaining 11fetime of the population within 50 miles is less than one. .

This report, of course, did net address the immwediate physioTogical a\;;

reactions addressed in your letter.

However, we have consulted with
Dr. Marvin Goldman, a medical consultant for MRC and he has stated that: .
at the radfation dose rates involved, ‘as described in the repert, none, .

of the effects identified in 1tas (a) thru (h) above can be _expected ﬁ&. :‘ A

be caused by radiation. ¥ 3‘
If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to Y
write us. 008
: > ~ ¥
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H.R. Denton

Harold R. Denton,
Dffice of Nuclear
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of the Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant. Technical staff members

< of the Nuclear Requlatory Commission (MRC), the Department of Health, e

v

¥

“Educat fon and Welfare (HEW) and the Environmental Protectiom Agency (EPA), %
who censtituted an Ad Hoc Dose Assessment Group, prepared the report. . R
The report concludes that the offsite doses associated with ths accident =~ °
during the period March 28 to April 7, 1979, represents minimal risks of .. .. %
additional health effects to the offsite population. The projected number
of additional fatal cancers due to the accident that could occur over the i, o
remaining 1ifetize of the population within 50 miles is less than one. N
This report, of course, did not address the immediate physiological . .
reactions addressed in your letter. However, at the radfation dose rates =
fnvolved, as cescrited in the report, none of the effects identified in
items (a) thru (h) above can be expected to be caused by radfation.

1f we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to
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Haroi' R, Denton, Pirector
0Office of Nuclear Reactor Reculation
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.

CRC Mandbook of Chemistry and Physics (59th ed.), Robert C. Weast,
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4. Note: Using a very confervatiye value for meteorological dispersion,
(i.e., a X/G=10"* sec/m” for éhe nearest offsite location)
and a release rate of _2 x 10°° mg/sec, the fodine concentration
would be 2 x 1077mg/
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