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,;I' have-. be\en ' asked' to respond to;your letter of ' August 8, .1979 tog 3 .
w.-: . . ..,. Q...,.

Chainran Hendrie. . ~- i t : ~ .Yq ft }:?)|Q&,p --|-.Q
.The- '' ' " '

h

: ~ y 2 9 t f :, [. R. .q ., | : .; ' ,y +

.|In your letter, you stated' that you were " entirely baffled by, the apparent ~ $@,_

refusial of thE U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission to have extensively. M@d?/$J

reviewed the reportsiby hundreds of Three Mile Island area residents who, V % 7
~

during March 28-31, 1979 primarily, and at titres subsequent, experienced:
- -(a) metallic taste in their mouth; (b) metallic or iodine-like odor in(the'

' - J ',air; (c) irritated and watery eyes; (d) mode ate or severe respiratory:
inflammation; (e) gastro-intestinal dysfunction and diarrhea;. ~(f) disruption .. m *
of the menstrual cycle in females; (g) skin- rashes (some appearing as < %c?5
radiation burns); (h) sharp, abnomal pains in. Joints". .We are not awarei 3 %y'%of large nunbers of people reporting 'fomally or infomally physiological:
reactions to the accident. The only knowledge that we have of large

'

numbers of people experiencing physiological reactions to the accident
comes through Pr. Arnold of ParaScience International (Enclosure 1). In
his letter, Fr. Arnold clairs that "bundreds of persons experienced
physiological discomfort or ill-health as the result of radionuclides
released from TPI-2 on and after Parch 28, 1.979." Mr. Arnold made similar
claims before the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile
Island (May 18,1979). In resconse to Mr. Arnold's allegations, the
NRC's Three Mile Island Special Inquiry Group has offered to meet with
Mr. Arnold to discuss his claim.*

'

iEnclosed for your review is a copy of a repo'r. entitled, " Population Dose
-and Health Impact of the Accident at Thr a Mile Isl.and Nuclear Station"

(Enclosure 2). This report assesses the health impact of the radiation
released on the approximately 2 mil} ion offsite residents within 50 miles
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i * kote: sWe.have also2 received a letter from Mrs Marie J. Helowka . .x.y A

, .,.. M 3('[" [ofiYork? PK.'hst Holowka t)as re' oite'd' insdncdsl|of M.%YM%yg'.yp

k'w.: . ^ ? - "1 19 e st o ckp ortrali tyna nd ' morbi d i ty.c Mr.' Karl; Abraham |of"? ,*5pHjMP,
|

| the NRC's Region I office, King of Prussia, Pa.; hasY.
. '

~ '

Linvestigated her all_egations and. responded to her' letter. . .
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; We have,also' received a letter- fra Mrs. MarieE Holowfa TWA
l/of' York |,?PACMrs.~ Holowka has reported.'instases!fflMM@NMpfeN 1. ' Note.:r

' ' ";b t -
~ YWN41|ive~ stock mortality andTmorbidity.C Mr.iKarl1 Abrahas of$C 'W! :

? d3 h S ,D h.W.NRC.5 Regij.nEI: Af fid s,'.Mn T 6,f 'I)ri.lisW,3A. ',$ea's @ N $h~,

+.krm zai.4 1 estigated he-
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- ef a .w+..s tMAinv.y ; y ,r all;egatio. .+ .ns/ande respo.n.ded;toeher-l tter.#9 < Q
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;4 g - mgm . g 3:gpq.4ggggy.. rqu ,

2. Radiation Biology (1968), Alison P. Casarett, pp.-224-225. ]b T' -'

3. CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics (59th ed.), Robert C. Weast,
editor, p. B-30.

Using a very congervatige value for meteorological dispersion,. 14. Note:
(i.e.,' a X/Q=10- sec/m for '-M'
and a release ra e of 2 x 10 ghe nearest offsite location)mg/sec, the iodine concentration

3~ would be 2 x 10 mg/m ,
- ,' *.
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