May 9, 18380

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Atta: DNr, Harold K, Denton
Gentlemen:

On April 23, 1380, radicactive Krvpton gas was scheduled for venting from
the crippled Unit 2 nuclear reactor at Three Mile Island, Middletown, eight
miles from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

The release, over the strong objections of the poeple of the area, toge-
ther with all people cpposed to the threat from nuclear reactors, was to en~
able workmen to enter a compartment from which thev could see porticas of the
inside of the containment.

The Krvpton was to be released within cne mile of the Middletown Alrport
and approximately five miles (see map) from the Harrisburg International Air-
port., Both airports are served by passenger jets daily,

As a licensed pilot, on April 23, 1980, I filed a flight plan leaving
Turner Airport near Philadelphia at 1:00 p.m. (1300) flying to Harrisburg via
Lancaster, passing over Middletown and Harrisburg Iaternmational Airport.
(Middletown was filed as the alternative airport)

The evening before, and the morning of, and at 1:00 p.a. on April 23, at
take-off, I asked the Philadelphia Flight Service Staticn for weather informa=-
tion, and any notams connected with my filed flight plan., In each case, I was
told there were no notams for the flight route filed.

At approximately 1:30 p.a.,in flight, I contacted Philadelphia Flight Ser-
vice to modify my flight plan because resultant airspeed was less than antici-
pated, which necessitated closing my flight plan one hour later than filed. It
was approved.

I flev south of Lancaster, under approach control, and then up the Sus-
quehanna, at which time Lancaster Tower gave me, at my request, the Middletown
Airport Tover frequency, Middletown cleared me to land on runway 3l...with oo
other iastructions, '

Cn the base leg for runway 31, I had to fly close by the Three Mile Island
cooling towers at approximately 1400 feet, since runway 31 is almost lined up
with the cooling towers, After landing (approximately 2:00 p.m.), passenger
jets (U.S. Airways) came in and took off, After purchasing a New York Sectiocm-
al map at the Minute Man Flight Office on the Middletown field, I contacted
ground comtrol, then the tower, and was cleared for take-off.

I returned to Turner at approximately 4:30 p.m. and contacted Flight Ser-
vice to close my flight plan as required. '

1 had made the flight specifically to determine whether or not flyers aad
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passengers would be advised prior to entering the Three Mile Island area, to
notify them of the danger of concentrated Krypton which could be present st
the glide slope for airplanes landing on runway 31 that day.

The fact that there vere no notams is 1rf¢i§6§si$lc and such negligence
suggests a pattern of with-holding the danger aspects of ~adlicactivity by gov-
erament agencies, in particular the NRC.

It must be determined also if th sderal Aviatiom Authoriry, which has
peraitted reactors to be duilt close VOR's {s also {avolved ia not altering
Flight Service Stations to protect individuals using scheduled contamination
of air space with lethal radicactive concentrations.

All pilots, and ia particular, pilot organizations like AQPA, should pro=-
test this open disregard for safety of pilots and passengers, I asked the NRC
to investigate this breach of their responsibility to protect the public and,
{n particular, to receive a prompt answer indicating proper action to corrtect
this dangerous situation.

Whether or,not the release was postpoced makes no difference, because as
far as I knew, the release was executed, The notice of release for that day
should have been made to all air advisory agencies, and especially to all who
filed £light plans to that area. And news of the posiponexment should also have
been advised to all flying omn flight plans.

Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain

~ Very truly yours,
Y ".;‘ ‘. ‘~‘}-'.v—_ —
Frank R. Remano i
61 Forest Avenue
FRR/cap Ambler, Pa, 19002
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMM SSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20555

W 7 155

Docket No. 50-320

Mr. Frank R. Rcmano
61 Forest Avenue
Ambler, Pennsylvania 13002

Dear Mr. Romano:

This is in response to your letter of May 9, 1380, in which you expressed concern
because no *notice to airmen” was issued in conjuncticn with the release of
krypton-35 from Three Mile [sland, Unit 2 on April 23, 198C.

You are correct in your assumption that the Unit 2 containment entry did not take
place on April 24 as slanned; however, a very small amount of krypton-35 [about
1/20th of a curia) was released on April 23. I[f all activities in conjunction
with the planned entry inta the TMI Unit-2 containment on April 23 and 24 had
taken place, a release of approximately 25 curies of krypton-85 to the envircn-
ment would have occurred. Assuming poor meteralocical ccnditions, this would
have resulted in a maximum total-body exposure of ipproximately 0.008 millirem
at the site boundary. Personnel in aircraft on th2 glide path for brief pericds
of time clase to ™I would have received an even 'ower dose of radiation.

Exposure from background radiation results in a total-body dose of approximataly
0.3 millirem per day %o the population. Therefsore, the 0.008 millirem projected
exposure from krypton releases results in a relatively insigificant increase in
populaticn exposure above that received from background radiation. Accordingly,
a special warning to the aviation community concerning hazardous ragiacion
exposures was not deemed necessary in this instance. As a point of interest, for
every hour of flying at 35,000 foot altitude, a piloet receives about 1 millirem
exposure.

Sincerely,

Qriciast § wadiy
HoR 23zt
Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION |
631 PARK AVENUE
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSY LVANIA 19408

(‘ Pran®

May 14, 1580

MEMORANCUM FCR: Harold K. Denton, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Ragulation
FRCM: Gary L. Snyder, Assistant to the Director
Regien I, IE

SUBJECT CORRESPCNDENCE FROM FRANK R, ROMANO

Enclosed is a letter from Frank R. Remanc dated May 9, 1980

which was sent to your attantion but addressed to the U.S.N.R.C.

Regicn [ office.

[ have ackncwledged receipt of his letter and t21d him that

it was being farwarded to you.

/
- TN 4/
SHCE o~ %
\\_ Giry K :q}der

Assisgan:,ta the Director

Enclosure:

Letter from Frank R. Rcmano dated May 3, 1980

cc w/enclosure:

C. Moseley, Direct er, RCI
J ) Coia1ns. NRC TMI Cperations Qffice
Dictated by GLS
T NETe—
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May 9, 1980

U.S, Nuclear Regulatory Cormmission
Regien 1

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Attn: Dr, Harold K, Denton
Gentlemen:

On April 23, 1380, radicactive Krypton gas was scheduled for ventiag from
the crippled Unit 2 nuclear reacior at Three Mile Island, Middlezownm, eight
miles from Harrisburg, Pennsvlvania,

The release, over the strong objections of the poeple of the area, toge-
ther with all people cpposed to the threat from nuclear reactors, was o en=
able workzen to enter a compartment from which they could see porticns of the
{aside of the containment.

The Krypton was to be released within one nmile of the Middletown Adrport
and approximately five miles (see map) from the Harrisburg International Alrs-
port. 3oth sirports are served by passenger jets daily.

As a licensed pilot, on April 23, 1980, I filed a flight plan leaving
Turner Airport near Philadelphia at 1:00 p.a. (1300) flying to Harrisburg via
Lancaster, passing over ‘‘{ddletown and larrisburg Internatiocmal Airport.
(Middlatown was filed as the alternative airport)

The evening before, and the mormiag of, and at 1:00 p.m;. on April 23, at
take=off, I asked the Philadelphia Flight Service Station for weather informa-
tion, and any notams connected with ay filed £light plan., In each case, I was

told there were no notams for the flight route filed.

At approximately 1:30 p.m.,in flighet, 1 contacted Philadelphia Flight Ser-
vice to modify my flight plan because resultant airspeed was less than antici-
pated, which necessitated closing my flight plan one hour later than filed. It
was approved,

1 flew south of lLancaster, under approach concrol, and then up the Sus-
quehanna, at which time lLancaster Tower gave me, at my request, the Middletown
Airport Tower frequency. Middletown cleared me to land on runway 3l...with no
other instructions.

On the base leg for runway 31, I had to fly close by the Three Mile Island
cooling towvers at approximately 1400 feet, since runway 31 is almost lined up
with the cooling towers. After landing (approximately 2:00 p.m.), passenger
jets (U.S. Airways) came in and took off, After purchasing a New York Secticn-
al map at the Minute Man Flight Office on the Middletown field, I contacted
ground control, then the tower, and was cleared for take-cff.

I returned to Turner at approximately 4:30 p.m. and contacted Flight Ser=-
vice to close my flight plan as required.

1 had made the flight specifically to fetermine whether or not flyers and
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<:— passengers would bDe advised prior to entering the Three Mile Island area, ©0

| aotify them of the danger of concentrated Kryptonm which cculd be present at
the glide slope for airplanes linding op runway 31 that day.

The fact that there vere no notams is itfcsﬁﬁnstble and such negligence
suggests a pattern of with-holding the danger aspects of radioactivicy *»y gov~
ernment ajencies, in partizular the NRC.

It mus: bSe determined also if the Federal Aviaticm Autherity, which has
per=itted reactors to be built close to VOR's s also favelved ia not altering
Flight Service Staticns to protect {ndividuals using scheduled contaminacion
of air space with lethal radicactive concentrations,

All pilots, and ia particular, pilot organizations 1ike ACPA, should pro-
test this open disregard for safety of pilots and passengers. I asked the NRC
to investigate this breach of their responsibility to protect the pudlic and,
ia particular, to receive a piompl ansver indicating proper acticm to corract
this dangercus situationm.

thether ar . not the release was postponed makes no difference, because as:
far as I knew, the release was executed, The notice of release for tha: day
should have been made to all air advisory agencies, and especially to al. who
filed f£1ight plans to that area. And news of the postponedent should a’so have
(:; been advised =2 all flying om £flight plans.

Looking forward to heariag from you, I remain

-~

~ Very truly vours,

. 238 vl o I 9 i e
Fraank R. Romanc
61 Forest Avenue
FRR/cap Ambler, Pa, 15C02



UNITED STATES ( cec / 3
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION KL
WASHINGTON, D. ¢, 20858

Juu 7 1860
Dockat No. 50-320

Mr. Frank R. Romano
81 Forest Avenue
Amplar, Pennsylvania 139002

Dear Mr. Romano:

This is in response o your letter of May 3, 198C, in which you expressed concern
because no “notice %o airmen" was issued in conjunction with the release of
kryaton-35 from Three Mile Island, Unit 2 on April 23, 1380.

You are correct in your assumption that the Unit 2 containment entry did not take
place on April 24 as glanned; however, 2 very small amount of krypton-35 (abeout
1/20th of a curie) was releasad on April 23. [f all activities in conjunction
with the planned entry into the TMI Unit-2 containment on April 23 and 24 had
taken place, a release of approximately 25 cyries of krypton-85 to the envircn-
ment would have occurred. Assuming poor meterclogical conditions, this would
have resulted in a maximum total-body expeosure of approximately 0.008 millirem
at the site bdoundary. Personnel in aircraft on the glide path for brief pericds
of time close to TMI would have receivad an even lower dose of radiation.

Exposure from background radiation results in a total-body dose of approximately
0.3 millirem per day to the population. Therefore, the 0.008 millirem projected
exposure from krypton releases results in a relatively ineigiricant increase in
popuiation exposure above that received from dackground radiaticn. Accordingly,
a special warning to the aviation community concerning hazardous radiation
2xposures was not deemed necessary inm this ins nce. As a point of interest, for
every hour of flying at 35,000 foot altitude, o pilot recaeives about 1 millirem
exposure.

Sincerely,

Orizinal Sr2d )y
AR Deaton

Harold R. Oenton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reacior Regqulaticn

Bath s s - e s . . Sy - ——— g G M A . sttt O




UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGICN I
631 PARK AVENUE
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406

May 14, 1580
MEMORANCUM FOR: Harold K. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulatic

FRCM: Gary L. Snyder, Assistant to the COirector
Regicn I, IE

SUBJECT: CCRRESPONDENCE FRCM FRANK R, RCNMAMD

Enclcsad is a letter from Frank R. Romano datad May 9, 182
which was sent %0 yeur atteantion but addressed to the U.S.N.R.C.
Region I office.

I have ackncwladged recszipt o
it was Seing forwarded to you.

: ;
/ /—\

,. yzgé/wﬁ %
/Giry K Snider
Assistant ‘fo the Director

Enclosure:
Letter from Frank R. Romano dated May 9, 1880

¢c w/enclosure:
N. C. Moseley, Director, ROI
J. T. Collins, NRC TMI Cperations Qffice

Dictated by GLS
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U.S. Muclear Regulatory Commission
Region I

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Atta: DOr, Harold K, Denton
Gentlemen:

On April 23, 1930, radicactive Krvpton gas was scheduled for veating fronm
the crizpled Unit 2 nuclear reactor at Three Mile Island, Middletawm, eight
milaes from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

The release, over the strong objecticns of the poeple of the area, toge-
ther with all pecple opposed to the threat from nuclear reactors, was to ea=
able werkzen to enter a comparcment from which they could see pertions of the
inside of the containment.

The Xrypton was to be released within one nmile of the Middletown Alrport
and approximately five miles (see map) from the Harrisbdurg International Air-
sors., B3oth airperts are served by passenger jets daily.

As a licensed pilot, on April 23, 1930, I £4l:d a flight plan leaving
Turaer iirport near Philadelphia at 1:00 p.m. (1300) flying to Harrisburg via
Lancas-ar, passing over 'iddletcwn and arrisburg International Airport.
((14ddl.zown was filed as the alternative airport)

T.e evening before, and the morning of, and at 1:00 p.a, on April 23, at
take-c°f, 1 asked the Philadelphia Flight Service Station for weather informa=-
tion, :nd any notams connected with my filed flight plan. In each case, I wvas
told there were no notams for the flight route filed.

At approximately 1:30 p.m.,in flight, I contacted Philadelphia Flight Ser-
vice to modify my flight plan because resultant airspeed was less than antici-
pated, which necessitated closing my flight plan one hour later than filed, It
was approved,

1 flew south of lancaste:, under approcach control, and then up the Sus-
quehanna, at which time Lancaster Tower gave me, at av request, the Middletown
Alrport Tower fraquency. !{iddlerown cleared me to land on ruaway 31l...with no
other .astructions.

On the base leg for runway 31, I had to fly close by the Three Mile Island
cooling towers at approximately 1400 feet, since runway 31 is almost lined up
with the cooling towers., After landing (approximately 2:00 p.m.), passenger
jets (U.S. Airways) came {an and took off, After purchasing a New York Section=
al aap at the Minute Man Flight 0ffice on the 'iddletown field, I contacted
ground control, then the tower, and was cleared for take-off,

1 returned to Turner at approximately 4:30 p.m. and contacted Flight Ser-
vice to close my £lizht plan as required.

I had made the flight specifically to determine whether or not flyers and
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passengers would be adviced prior to entering the Three Mile Island area, tO
nozify thes of the danger of concentrated Krypton which could be present at
the glide slope for airplanes landing on runway 31 that day.

The fact that there vere no notans is 1rfc§$6nsi$1¢ and such negligence
suggests a pattern of with-holding the danger aspects of radicactivicy by gov=
ernment agencies, ia particular the NRC,

It sust be detarmined also if the Federal Aviation Authority, which has
permitted reactors to be built close to YOR's {s also izvelved ia not altering
Flight Service Stations to protect {adividuals using scheduled contaminaticn
of air space with lethal radicactive cencentrations,

All pilots, and ia particular, pilot organizacions like AOPA, should pro-
test this open disregard for safety of pilots and passengers. 1 asked the NRC
to investigzate this breach of their responsibilicy to protect the public and,
in particular, to receive a prompt ansver indizating proper actiecn to correct
this dangarcus situation.

vhether ar,not the release was postpoued makes no difference, because as:
far as I knew, the release was ewza2cuted, The cotice of release for that day
should have been made to all air advisory agencles, and especially to all who
£:led f14i3ght plans to that area, And news of the postponedest should also have
beea advised to all flying om £light plans,

Looking forward to heariag froam yeou, T remain

~ Very zruly yours,
P ":’ '(. .‘\)V-A-. P
Fraank R. Romanc
61 FPorest Avenue
FRR/cap Ambler, Pa, 190C2
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Mr. Frank R. Rcmano ORess
8l Forest Avenue SHanauer
Amblar, Pennsylvania 13002 RMattson

Jear Mr. Romano:

This is in responsa to your letter of May 3, 1980, in which you expressed concarm
Secaus2 no “nctice to airmen” was issues in conjunctizn with the release of
kryoton-85 from Three Mile [sland, Unit 2 on April 23, 19&C.

¥2u are correct in your assumpticon that the Unit 2 containment entry 4id not zake
place on April 24 as planned, ncwever, a very small amount of kryston-3S (about
1/20th of a curie) was releasad on April 23. [f all activities in cenjuncticn
with the slanned entry into the THI Unit-2 containment on April 23 and 24 nag
taken place, a release of approximataly 25 curies of krypten-35 to the enviren-
ment wculd have occurred. Assuming poor meterslagical conditions, this would
have resylted in a maximum total-body axpesure of approximately 0.008 millirem

at the sita boundary. Personnel in aircraft cn the glide path for srief seriods
of time close to TMI weuld have received an even lower dose of radiation.

Exposure from background radiation results in a totai-body dose of approximately
0.3 millirem per day to the population. Therefore, the 0.008 millirem projectad
exposure from krypton releasaes results in a relatively insigificant increase in
pepulation exposurs above that received from background radiaticn. Accorcingly,
a special warning to the aviaticn community concerning hazardous radiaticon
exposures was not ceemed necessary in this instance. As a point of intarest, for
e\ery hour of flying ar 35,000 foct altitucde, 3 pilot recaives about 1 millirem
exposure.

Sincarely,
Wi ialy
i 2 Deataa

Harold R. Denton, Director
Qffice of Nuclear Reactor Ragulaticn
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATCORY COMMISSION

REGION |
831 PARK AVENUE
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19408

May 14, 1580

MEMCRANCUM FCR: Harcld K. Denten, Cirector
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulaticn

FRCM: Gary L. Snyder, Assistant to the Oirector
Regien I, IE

SUBJECT: CCRRESFCNCENCE FRCM FRANK R, RCMAKO

Enclosed - 1 Tetter from Frank R, Romano dated May 9, 152C

which was ..t to your attenticn but addressed to the U.S.N.R.C.

Regicn [ cffice.

[ have acknowledged receipt of his le r and told him that

it was bDeing forwarced to you.

\

"f’?;z/ /f Z %

'h( Sn" er
Ass Jtan:
Enclosyre:

'a the Director
Latter from Frank R. Remano dated May 9, 13€0
cc w/enclosure:
N. C. Mosaley, “1r-c*ar ROI
J. T. Collins, NRC TMI Operations Office
Dictated by GLS
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May 9, 1380

U.S., Suclear Regulatory Commission
Region I

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Attan: Dr. Barold K, Denton
Gentlemen:

On April 23, 1980, radicactive Krynton gas was scheduled for venting froa
the crippled Uni‘ 2 nuclear reactor at Three Mile Island, Middletownm, eight
miles from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

The release, cver the strong obiections of the poeple of the area, toge-
ther with all pecple opposed to the threat from nuclear reactors, was to ea=
able worksen to snter a compariment from which they ccu’! see portioms of the
iaside of the containment,

The Xrypton was to he released within one =ile of the Middletown \lrport
and approximately five =miles (see map) from the Harrisdurg Iaternational Airz-
sert, 3oth airports are served by passenger jats daily.

As a licensed pilot, on April 23, 1980, I filed a flight plan leaving
Turner Alrpor: near Philadelphia at 1:00 p.m. (1300) flying to Farrisburg via
Lancaster, passing over Middletown and Harrisburg International ‘:port.
(tdddlecown was filed as the alternative airport)

The evening bSefore, and the moraning of, and at 1:00 p.m. on . il 23, at
take-off, I asked the Philadelphia Flight Service Station for weather informa-
tion, and any notams connected with aay filed flight plan., In each case, 1 was
told there were no notams for the flight route filed,

At approximately 1:30 p.m.,in flight, I contacted Philadelphia Flight Sexr=
vice to modify ay flight plan because resultant airspeed was less than antici-
pated, which necessitated closing my flight plaa one hour later than filed. It
was approved.

1 flew south of Lancaster, under approach control, and thea up the Sus-
gquehanna, at which time Lancaster Tower gave me, at av reques:t, the Middletown
Airport Towver frequency. Middletown cleared me to land on runway 31...with no
other {nstructions.

On the base leg for runway 31, I had to fly close by the Three Mile Island
cocling towers at approximately 1400 feet, since runway 31 is aizost lined up
with the cocling towers, After landing (approximately 2:00 p.m.), passenger
tets (U.S. Afrways) came in and took off, After purchasing a New York Sectionm-
al map at the Miaute Man Flight Office on the !iddletown field, I contacted
ground control, then the tover, and was cleared for take-off,

I returned to Turner at approximately 4:30 p.m. and contacted Flight Ser~
vice %o close my flighc plan as required.

1 had made the flight specifically to determine whether or not flyers and




passengers would be advised prior to entering ths: Three Mile Island area, t°
nesify “hem of the danger of concentrated Krypton which could be present at
the glide slope for airplanes landing on runvay 31 that day.

The fact that there vere no notans is eroiéoﬁsiblc and such negligence
suggests a pattern of with-holding the danger aspects cf radloactivicy by gov-
ernment agencies, in particular the NRC.

It sus: be determined also if the Federal Aviation Autherity, which has
permitted reactors to be built close to YOR's s also ifavolved in not alte ing
Fligh: Service Stations to protect {adividuals using scheduled contaminati n
of air space with lethal radiocactive concentrations.,

All pilots, and in particular, pilot organizations like AQPA, should pree-
test this cpen disregard for safety of pilots and passengers, I asked the NRC
to {avestigate this breach of their responsidility to protect the public and,
{n particular, to receive & prompl ansver indicating proper actiom to correct
this dangersus situaction,

vhether or not the release was postpoced makes no difference, because as
far as 1 knew, the release was executed. The sotice of release for that day
shoul! have been made to all air advisory agencles, and especially to all who
£1led flight plans to that area. And news of the postponement should also have
been advised to all flying oa fl.ght plans.

Looking forward tc hearing froa yeou, I rerain

« Very truly youTs,

LY

\
Yy { -

- . g s e
Frank R. Romano
61 Forest Avenue
FRR/cap Ambler, Pa. 13002
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