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Docket No. 50-320

The Honorable John deinz
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Heinz:

I am writing in response to your note of May 14, 1980, to NRC's Office of
Congressional Affairs regarding the letter from your constituent,

Ms. Darlene Mattson. Ms. Mattson submitted an article from the Paxton Herald
that discusses problems that have been affecting farm animals in the vicinity

of Three Mile Island (TMI).

NRC's Terrestrial Resources Section, O°fice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, is
currently conducting a study of possible health effects on farm animals in the
vicinity of TMI. This study is examining both the radiological effects of the
TMI accident and possible 1inks between cooling tower operation at TMI and
animal pathology in the area. The investigating team has met with many area
farmers and veterinarians. Field studies have been completed and the data is
currently being evaluated. The investigating team plans to issue a report of
its findings, which will be available to the public, in mid-summer. They will
send you a copy of the report when it is completed.

1 trust that the report will adequately address the concerns raised by
Ms. Mattson and by the Paxton Herald article.

Sincerely,

- P P .
1ton kamme Bctor
Office of Corowme bnal Affairs
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April 17, 1980

The Honorable H., John Heinz, III
United States Senate

443 Russell Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Heinz:

Enclosed is an article entitled '"Those TMI Related Animal
Reports =-=- Are They True?" from The Paxton Herald of February 27,
1980 which I just recently read. My reasons for sending you this
article are two-fold.

My first request is that you investigate these instances and
delve into reports or lack of cooperation in obtaining reports
and discover the truth and then have your report written up in
The Paxton Herald as well as other local newspapers, and also given
on TV and radio. It seems to me that this would be a logical way
to deal with this situation,

The mental and emotional states of the people have been re-
ferred to a great deal recently. Can you imagine the frustration
of these people, as well as us, the readers of these articles? 1If
you can, I am certain you will want to get to the bottom and then
have the results released. 1f the results indicate that the vari-
ous problems were not caused by TMI - that should be said, On the

other hand, if these instances are related to TMI - then you will
want to honestly let the people know and take action to save the
people - who I, in my value system, place first on the listing of
priorities. We do not want the same cover-up here as took place
out west,

Articles appearing in periodicals do cause the readers to re-
act, I feel this article had a very frightening effect. 1 also
feel that responsible reporting is so important - especially at
this time. Having read many articles on this subject, as well as
other subjects, I have found articles are not always accurate, If
I were to point these situations out - I would really be kept busy.




The Honorable H. John Heinz, III -2~ April 17, 1980
United States Senate

I am sorry to say, I do not trust the reporting, either in
the newspapers, TV or radio. This brings me to my second item.
How do you as an official in our government, and I as a citizen
communicate, efficiently, on matters of such great importance?

1 am requesting that you gentlemen have a regular - TV, radio
press conference, opening with a statement, clearly outlining

the facts that need to be presented, and then be free for ques-
tions from the press and commentators afterwards. This should

be done during evening prime time - and not, for example, on
Sunday a.m., when many concerned persons are worshipping their God
in Church. We, the people, will then be able to hear what you
have to say and form our own opinions. We will not need to have
someone come on after the presentation to interpret your comments
to us., Instead, the time will be used for you and the question
and answer period. Should we, the public have questions, we can
write, as I am doing now - to use another means of communication,
or cou d call a number for direct questions on the air.

In closing, I want to reiterate my first concern, and that
is =- I want o know if these animal problems are related to TMI,.
1f they are, let's admit it and do something about it. Let's be
honest - let's put people above the almightydollar, If the
animal problems are not related to TMI - what is causing them?
(In terms we can understand)

I look forward to hearing from you! Thank you for your
commitment to your fellowman in serving the people as you do in
your position in government,

Sincerely,

Maslina b PP letezs

Darlene E. Mattson

409 Longmeadow Road

Lancaster, PA 17601
DEM/rme

Enclosure
cc: Governor Richard L. Thornburgh

The State Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120



cc?

Congressman Robert S, Walker
1028 LHOB
Washington, DC 20515

The Paxton Herald
101 Lincoln Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Lancaster Newspapers, Inc.
8 West King Street
Lancaster, PA 17601
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