UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

MAY 1§ 1980

Mr. Eo n"“kOfa] Vy
142 Brunswick Drive
Avon Lake, Ohio 44012

Dear “r. Mikofalvy:

This is in reply to your letter of April 2, 1979, to President Carter
about nuclear power plants. [ am sorry fcr the long delay in responding,
but we have been very busy with the aftermath of the Three Mile Island
accident.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is committed to protect the public
health and safety. The TMI accident resulted in a need for changes in
the approach to safety. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has found
that actions recommended by its own staff and by the President's
Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island in the areas of human
factors, operational safety, emergency planning, nuclear power plant
design and siting, health effects, and public information are necessary
and feasible. Interim measures have been taken, and under review is an
Action Plan that will include new or improved safety objectives, detailed
criteria for their implementation, and various implementation deadlines.
An additional containment structure that you suggested is not considered
necessary or feasible.

You asked how to know what news is important and what safety precautions
to take in case of a nuclear emergency. It is important to rely on the
State and local authorities designated to handle such an emergency. The
responsible organization in the State of Ohio is the Disaster Services
Agency, Adjutant General's Department, 2825 West Granville Road,
Worthington, Ohio 43085. Before obtaining information applying speci-
fically to Ohio, you may be interested in the enclosed copy of a

booklet from the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency on “What You
Should Know About Nuclear Radiation Incidents.”

Sincerely,

T

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
As stated
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which are kepl current descnibing actions
10 be taken in the event of an emergency
I works in close coordinalion wilth sle-
ments ol the Federal, Stale. count; anc
local governments 10 provide for the pro-
tection ol lile and properly and the men-
tenance ol health and salety.

Sincerely,

William W Scranton Il

Lievtenant Governor

Chauman_Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Counctl




PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET | small quaniities ol radioactive

This booklel is about nuclear power plants conditions These planned releases Mo

It telis what the effects of a nuclear power qumsmmn

plant incident could be and whal you mam-mmwn
should do 10 protect yoursell. m“”mm

I & nuclear power plant ¢ idunt occurs.

m&zt:mnnmsnm Same \d be 8 release . @ large quan-

: mdvmmﬂmnm

A nuclear power plant incident is the ab- or irdo the aw._ il there Is an abnormal te-

namdcdeasobyammapowuﬂol
radioactive material o the surrounding
countryside

The chances ol a serlous nuciear power

HOW LIKELY IS AN INCIDENT? :
plant incident occurring are remole com- ‘

pared 1o the threat of natural and othes ther conditions.

accidental disasters such as floods, tor-

nadoes and hazardous chemcal spilis. | The duration of the hazard from 8 nuclear
lieves that citizens should know what 10 or several days upon the serl-

Nevertheless, the Commonwealth be- i power plant incident could be saversl hours

do il a serious nuclear powers plant Inci-
dent occwrs

WHAT ARE THE HAZARDS?

A vanety of indusinial plants pose some '

hazard 10 the #ablic. Usually these hazaids .

allect only the peopla who work in the -
plants. bul sometimes the general public
hving near industnal plants are threatened
by fwes, explosions, and the escape ol
harmiul liquids or gases People living near
nuclear power plants face a similar risk.

A nuclear power plant, like many industrial
plants, releases waler vapors from its cool-
ing towers everyday This wate: vapor is
not radioactive and should cause no con- > -
cern. Nuclear power planis aiso release
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could also vary lrom a lew feel from the
plant 10 a several square mile area sur-
rounding or downwind liom the plant The
M:udoosedmldbehm.hmohaa-
mwenoﬂbycmacmmm
cowd be emutied in abnormally large quan-
tities n 3 nuciear power plant ncident

WHAT 1S RADIATION?

There is nothing new or mysterious aboul
radiation All of us are exposed 10 radiation
cveqhomo'evefydayoloulivos.rn-
aton from the sky in the lorm of cosmic
rays and from natural radiahon in rocks
and minerals We breathe and est very
small amounts ol radwaclive malonals
withou! even knowing it. For more than
haif a century, doctors and scientists have
worked with X-rays and other florms ol
penetating adiation with much medwcal
and scienishc benelt

How does radiation affect us? Think how
sunlight behaves In the northern part of
the world. the winter's slanting sun rays
seldom cause sunburn, but the hotler rays
of the summer sun often do. SHll, just a few
moments in midsummer sun will nol give

Somewhat in this way, the harm that can
comeloyoultomudwlionmldepend
mmonamcwpmdmnnm
particles that strike you. upon the length
ol fime you are exposed lo them. upon

E
|
:
;
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HOW IS RADIATION DETECTED?

Wcumhmm-w
dhmwncmhmm
nwammu that
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levels in your area and what actions you
should take will be provided to you.

HOW CAN YOU PROTECY YOURSELF
FROM RADIATION?

There are two sound, simple and ellective
sleps you can lake to protect yoursell il &
nuclear power plant incident occurs These
steps will help reduce potential radiation
exposuie

One step !s taking cover or going 10 shel-
ter {(which means going indoors) Should
a small pull of radioactive material nse
trom the plant and move lairly quickly
away, people within 8 predictable area
. wnwind from the plant may have o go
indoors and remain there until the cloud
passes and the hazard no longer axists.
Emergancy TV and Radic broadcast mess-
ages relating 10 tha need for people o go
to sheller, or “lake cover”, will be ad-
dressed (o Individuals In the area concern-
od. They will also coniain specific instruc-
tions as to what you should do for your own
sell-protection

Shouldymbodiaeccodlooolom.
there will be several things you need lo do
when you get there.

Close sll outside doors and windows snd
leave them that way. This will help lo keep
out any radioactive malerials which may
be outdoors. Also, turn off alr Intakes.

Efforts should be made to keep radiosc-
tive materials from gelling Inside your
body. Il you have just come in from oul-
side, wash your face and hands, particular-
tyboiouyouhmdootutmylood Pre-
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HOW WOULD RESPONSE TO A
NUCLEAR INCIDENT BE MANAGED?

Each nuclear power plant licensee is re-
aued to develop an emergency plan o
cope with any ncident, however remole
Detailed plans have also been developed
by State. counly and local government
to protect people living within the vicinity
ol the plant i a nuclear power plant inci-
dent does occur, your government ollicials
will act 1o mimmize the consequences 10
you and your lamily

However remote the possibility of an incl
dent, the Commonwaealth believes it has &
responsibility 1o publish the basic facts and
1o Inform people of the meassures they
could be advised 1o take.
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WHAT 10 DO
IN A NUCLEAR
POWER PLANT INCIDENT

In case of a take cover alert do the follow-
ing:

|.Rem.inhdoou.clouaiwhdomud
doors. turn off fans and air condilioning.

2. Tune to your local radio or lelevision
station to awail further nstructions

3 Do not attempt 1o call your friends
mmums;mmmuom
tines which should be kept open.

In case ol an evecustion alert do the fol-
lowing:

1. Close all doors and windows. turn off
stoves, heaters, lans and air conditioning.

2. Tune to your local radio or television
station to await further instruclions.

3. Do not attempt to call your lriends and
neighbors, this might tie up telephone lines
which should be kept open.

4. When instructed lo do so, leave the
area calmly In your, or your neighbors
private vehicte on the routes designated

5 I you do not have transportation call
your local civil delense director or police
department and transportation will be pro-
vided.

6 "ymdonothlvolplacoloooomudo
the area, a place will be provided for you in
an evacustion cenler.

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Local Civil Delense Direclor S~

Local Police Department
Locsl Fire Department
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142 Brunswick Dr.
Avon Lake, Chio 44012
April 2, 1979

Mr. J. Carter, President
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Carter,

There are three things I want to write to you about:

Unfortuanetly, most people, including myself,
don't know enough about nuclear power. Those
things can cause the most worry.

Iknow that my advice about nuclear power plants
doesn't mean much but would it help to build
another structure, even another cylinder, with
all the known safety equipment around the three
existing cylinders in Fennsylvania? It would
probably be very expensive, but if it could
save some lives, it would bte worth it.

How is one tc know what news is important?
Most news is treated pretty much the same.

In case of a nuclear emergency, could you please
tell me the safest precautions my family can take?
Where should they go and for how long?

What shoull they do, if anything?

A concerned citizen.

Respectfully,

-

E. Mikofalvy



