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Mr. E. Mikofalvy
142 Brunswick Drive
Avon Lake, Ohio 44012

Dear Mr. Mikofalyy:

This is in reply to your letter of April 2,1979, to President Carter
about nuclear power plants. I am sorry for the long delay in responding,
but we have been very busy with the aftermath of the Three Mile Island
accident.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is committed to protect the public
health and safety. The TMI accident resulted in a need for changes in
the approach to safety. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has found
that actions recommended by its own staff and by the President's
Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island in the areas of human
factors, operational safety, emergency planning, nuclear power plant
design and siting, health effects, and public information are necessary
and feasible. Interim measures have been taken, and under review is an
Action Plan that will include new or improved safety objectives, detailed
criteria for their implementation, and various implementation deadlines.
An additional containment structure that you suggested is not considered
necessary or feasible.

You asked how to know what news is important and what safety precautions
to take in case of a nuclear emergency. It is important to rely on the
State and local authorities designated to handle such an emergency. The

responsible organization in the State of Ohio is the Disaster Services
Agency, Adjutant General's Department, 2825 West Granville Road,
Worthington, Ohio 43085. Before obtaining information applying speci-
fically to Ohio, you may be interested in the enclosed copy of a
booklet from the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency on "What You
Should Know About Nuclear Radiation Incidents."

Sincerely,

#Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
As stated
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Fellow Pennsylvanians: 6

This booklet, concernicg the hasard of i
!a nuclear power pladt incident. is being re-

leased for two reasons First, the put*c is
not as weit intoemed about nuclear power

| and the natuse of radiation as d is about ;

| other dangers such as floods or tornadoes
Second. the publc living near nuclear
power plants needs to know that there are r
protective sneasures avaelable lo ensure g

their safety if an incident occurs. [
'

lieretofore, the hkehhood of a serious
.

accident occurring at a nuclear power plant
[ was thought to be very small. The recent m-

cident at Three Mde Island changed that.
The Cu=malth of Pennsylvania he-
lieves it has s respgnsebelety to publesh the
basic facts and to inform people of the
measures they could be movised Io lake.

|'.

The Pennsylvania F>nergency Manage-
ment A9ency has comprehewive plans
which are kept current describing actions
lo be taken in the event of an emergency.
It works in close coordenaleon with ele-

a

ments of the Federat. State. counrf afv:
~ local governments to provide for the pro-
tection of life and propesty and the main-
tenance of health and safety.

.
*

,

Sincerely.
*

Wdliam W. Scranton lif*

Llevienant Governor*

I Chairman. Pennsyivenia Emergency
*

. I Management CouncW
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small manlities of rhm mWorW ff
l'Uf1 POSE OF THIS BOOKLET into the air and water under controlled
This booklet is about nuclear power plants. conditions. These planned releases are
It tetis what the effects of a nuclear powe' normal and in harmless amounts They are
plant incident could be and what you monitored on a continueng basis by the
should do to protect yourself. plant and by Commonwealth agencies.

H a nuclear poww pM f 7M occus..

WHAT IS A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT there could be a release W a large quan-*

s
-

16ty of radeo&ctive material into the waterINCIDENT 7

A nuclear power plant incident is the ate or into the aer. If there is an abnormal to-.

normat release by a nuclear power plant of lease of radioactive malerialinto the water.
those communities downstream ol the platit

- radioactive material to the surroundmg
will be notsfied to stop pumpeng water un-

countrysufe- til the radioactive material has passed by.
.

| ff shore is an abnormal selease of radio-HOW Lil(ELY 15 AN INCIDENT 7 active materlat into the air, protective
*

The chances of a serious nuclear poww action you should take will depend upon
plant incident occurring are remote c* the size of the telease and prevailleg' wea-
pared to the threat of natural and other i ther condelions.

8accidental disasters such as floods, tor-
The durallon of the hazard from a nucl. earnadoes and hazardous chemical spefis. |

Nevertheless, the Commonwealth be. - power plant incident could be severat hours

lieves that citizens should know what to |
or several days depending upon the seri-
ousness of the incident. The area affecteddo il a serious nuclear power plant inci- !

'

.dent occurs.
,

WiiAT Af1E THE IfAZARDS7*

A variety of industrial plants pose tome i

hazard to the imblic. Usually these hazards , "

allect only the people who work in the
| plants, but sometimes the general public

liv 6ng near Industnal plants are threatened f
,

*

by fires, emplosions, and the escape of
l

harmful liquids or gases. People living near ,

-

nuclear power plants face a similar risk. L |*

'
-A nuclear power plant,like many industrial

plants, teleases water vapors from its cool- 0 ( " j j'
b '

ing towers everyday. This water vapor is .., ~ ~ * '
not sadioactrve arwt should cause no con- ..

cern. Nuclear power plants also release
t ,
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could also vary from a few feet from the Y~ .
.

plant to a several square mile area sur-

|
toundyng or downwmd from the plant. The
harard posed would be in the form of radi-

!ation given off by radioactive materials that *

cou;d be emitted in abnormally farge quan- *
|

tities m a nuclea'r power plant incident.
!

j ,
WHAT IS flADIATION7 |N-

_

; There is nothing new or mysterious about -
~~

--

|
radiation All of us ase esposed to radsation .

i - every hour of every day of our lives; radi- how ruch of your body surface is struck
f,

ation from the sky in the form of cosmic by them and upon how much radeoective
rays and from natural radiation in rocks material you breathe or ingest irWo your
and minerats. We tweathe and eat very body. A large dose of radiation is more,p

- small amounts of rachoactive materials damaging than a small one.The same dose
' without even knowing it. For more than received over' a simrt period of time is
,

half a century, doctors and scientists have more damag*ng than if it is received over
worked with X rays and other forms og a longer perbi linborn and very young*

penetrating radiation with much mescai children are more sensitive to radiation
,

j
and scienblic benefit. I than are older children and adults.
How does radiation affect us? Think how Animals. Includ6ng farm anirnals, can alsoF .

sunlight behaves in the northern part of g be atfected by radiation. Farm crops, gar-i

! the world. the wmter's stanting sun says den vegetables and other living plants are'
' seldom cause sunburn, but the hotter rays much more resistant to radiation. Plantsof the summer sun otten do. Still. lust a few j are only affected by very high doses.

.

moments in midsummer sun will not give I
*

-you a tan or cause burning You have to
HOW IS flADIATION DETECTEDFstat in the sun's direct says for some time

i to get burned. What's morts, bad sunburn - Radiation can not be detected through any
I on the face and hands may hurt, but it of the senses, but it can be detected with

wonI seriously harm you. On the other the aid of instruments designed for that
hand, buming over your whole body can purpose. Emperts using these instruments
make you very sick. are continually monitoring radiation levets

.

around nuclear power plants. If a nuclearSomewhat in this way. the harm that can
come to you from radiation will depend DJwer plant incident occurs, this monitor-

upon the nature and power of the rays and log will be increased to obtain accurale
information for all areas that miglat be af-

particles that stsike you upon the length lected. Official information on radiationof time you are exposed to thern. upon

0
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levels in your area and what actions you Y
should take will be provided to you.

d

* .- A

- wm m
k w~ec - _ t. 73,

s,

. Should you be directed 10 go lo shelter.
there will be several things you need to dog

-

when you get there.
.

Close all outside doors and windows and
leave them that way, ihls will help 10 keep

itOW CAN YOU PHOTECT YOURSELF out any radioactive materials which may
FROM RADIATION 7 be outdoors. Also. turn off air intakes.
There are two sound, simple and effective _

-

| steps you can take to protect yoursell || e
- M

. s:
j nuclear power plant incident occurs. These L _ _ -'

steps will help reduce potential radiation "

exposure. ,

One step is taking cover or going lo she4-*

.so erler (which means going indoors). Shouki,

I* + ' -
-

| a small pull of radioactive material nse ' '

from the plant and move fairly quickly fI

| Pway. people within a predictable areai
* 4 wnwind from the plant may have to go

Indoors and remain lhere until the cloud f
passes and the hazard no longer exists. [
Emergency TV and fladic broadcast mess- |,

ages relating to the need for people to go Efforts should be saade to keep radioac-
'

[ 10 shelter, or "take cover", will be ad- live meterials from getting inside your
| dressed to individuals in the area concern- body. If you have just come in from out-
! ed. They will also contain specific instruc- side, wash your face and hands, particular-
l tions as to what you should do for your own ly before you harxile or est any food. Pre-

I I self-protection.|
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HOW WOULD RESPONSE TO A

I
NUCLEAR INCIDENT BE MANAGED 7

Each nuclear power plant licensee is re-
quised to develop an emergency plan to
cope with any incident. however remote.
Detailed plans have also been developed*

by State county and local government ,
,

'

to protect people 1,ving within the vicinity . ,
*

of the plant. Il a nuclear power plant inci-
dent does occur, your Government ollicials,
will act 10 minimize the consequences to

.

you and your, family.-

.

- -
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llowever temote the possibility of an incl
dent,lhe Commonwealth believes it has a
responsibility to publish the basic lects and
to infoem people of the measures they

,

could be advised to take.
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WilAT TO DO
IN A NUCLEAR

POWER Pt. ANT INCIDENT.

in case of a take cover alert do the follow- .

f.U
[1. flempin indoors; close all windows and

j doors; turn off fans and air condilloning. |
2. Tune to your local radio or television

| .

station to await fusther anstructions.i
.

3. Do not attempt to call your friends
, and neighbors; this might lie up telephone

lines which should be kept open.

In case of an evacusadon alert do the fof-
lowing:

'

1. Close all doors and windows; lurn off ,

stoves, heaters. Ians and air conditioning.*
,

! 2. Tune to your local radio or television ,

'

station to await further instrucilons.
!

3. Do not attempt to call your friends and !

peighbors; this might lie up telephone lines |
which should be kept open.

4.When instructed to do so, leave the.

area calmly in your, or your neighbor's
private vehicle on the toutes designated.

5. If you do not have transportation call
your local civil defense director or police .

department and transportation will be pro- |
!vided.

6. If you do not have a place to go outside .

the area, a place will be provided for you in_ j

l an evacuation center.
~

;

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Local Civil Defense Director _
<

]

Local Police Departmenta

Local Fire Department;

,

-

.
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142 Brunswick Dr.
Avon Lake, Ohio 44012
April 2, 1979

Mr. J. Carter, President
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Carter.

There are th,ree_ things _IJ ant to wri_te to you about:
__,

1. Unfortuanetly, most people, including myself,
don't know enough about nuclear power. Those
things can cause the most worry.
Iknow t. hat _my.. advice.about. nuclear power plants
doesn't mean_much.but.would it hel'p to build
another, structure, even another cylinder, with
all~the known safety equipment around the three
existing cylinders in Pennsylvania? It would
probably be very expensive, but if it could
save some lives, it would be worth it.

2. How is one to know what news is important?
Most news is treated pretty much the same.

3 In case _of_.a_ nuclear omergency,.couldgou please
tell_me the safest. precautions my. family can take?
Where should they go and for how long?
What shouB they do, if anything?

A concerned citizen.

Respectfully,

$ ~t.'Er :..v;'
0-

E. Mikofalvy

,

, - _ _ _ _ _ _


