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Hcn. :chn F. Ahea:ne
Chai: man, U.S. Nuclear Regula: cry C:c:.' ssionJ
Washingtcn, D.C. 20555

Dea: Chairman Ahearne:

: understand :ha: the Nuclear Regulatory C:::1Lssica is currently reviewing
the s:stus of i:s of Lce of State P:cg:1ms (CS?) and that consideration is being
given to eli=inating the CSP and assigning its functions to :he licensing sta!!
in the Cffice of Nuclea: Materials Safety and Safegua:ds.

The Energy Office maintains a sta!! cf p:ctessMaals whose respcasibilities
include coordinacing the participation of New York S: ace's executive b:anch in
NRC licensing activities, coc:d. nation of the State's NRC Agreemen: Ma:erlais
Con :cl ?:: gram, and liaison with the NRC in these a:eas. F: m my cwn expe:i-
ence and :he extensive expe:Lence of sca!!, we se:cngly suppc:: :he continuation
of CSP as a viable unit in the NRC c:ganizacicnal se:uctu:e.

The CSP has consistently p:cvided the State with a readily accessible scurce
:! cecir.ical, legal and policy advice on nuclea: :egulatory ma::ers. Specific
exampies include:

c Mcdel p::cedu:es and guidelines !c: :adicactive materials licensing.
and inspection.

o Model legislatien for auchc:Lzacicn of :adicac:Lve material license
fees.

c Guidance cn :egula:=:y interpreta:Acns and jurisdicticnal :espcn-
sibilities.

c legal opinions cn regula: cry issues such as the recen: sta!! pape:
on ch'e authority of states to p chihi: dispcsal within their bounda:ies
c! lcw-level wasee gene:ated. in other sca:es.

The CSP provides valuable technical assistance to the States in addressing
unique c: ccmplex licensing actions such as in a curren New York ac:icn invciv-
ing ::itium discha:ges !:cm a manufac:ure: ci self-lumincus light scu:ces. CSP
also acts as a hub !=: the sha:Ang c! technical and related :egula:::y in!::=a-
tion among the Scaces, particularly Ag:eemen: S:a:es.,
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Hon. John P. Ahearne -2- ;une 10,1980

Cu: expe:lence with the CSP has been and continues to be gratifying. We find
OSP to be both sensi~ive and responsive to the State's needs and p:chlems - a highly
professional organization which :: eats States as partne:s in protecting public
health and safety. In this respect, CSP is exemplary among Federal organizations.

Federal / State relacions in nuclea: regulation need a high degree of coopera-
tion, consideratica and attention, c:aits which have been hallmarks of OSP. :'o
:elegate such matters to a secondary role s,culd be a grave disservice to the States.
I trust you will find that most other Scaces share .Vew York's senti =ent on this
matter.
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June 24, 1980

Hon. John F. Ahearne
Chairman, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20S55

Dear Chairman Ahearne:

: understand that the Nuclear Regulatory Ccmmission is cu::ently reviewing
the status of its Cffice of State Programs (CSP) and d:ac consideration is being
given to eliminating the CSP and assigning its functions co the licensing sta!!
in the Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards.

The Energy Office maintains a sta!! of professionals whose respcnsibilities
include coordinating the participation of New York State's executive branch in
NRC licensing activities, coc:dination of the State's NRC Agreement Materials
Cont:ol Program, and liaison with the NRC in these areas. From my own experi-
ence and the extensive experience of sta!!, we strong 1y support the continuaticn
of CSP as a viable unit in the NRC organizaticnal structure.

The OSP has consistently provided the State with a :eadily accessible source
of technical, legal and policy adv1ce on nuclear :egulatory matters. Specific
examples include:

o Model procedures and guidelines for radioactive materials licensing
and inspection.

|

o Model legislation for authorization of radioactive material license
fees.

o Guidance on :egulatory interpretaticas and jurisdictional respcn-
sibilities.

o Legal opinions on regulatory issues such as the recent sta!! paper
on the authority of states to prohibit disposal within their boundaries
of low-level waste generated. in other states.

The OSP provides valuable technical assistance to the States in addressing
unique or complex licensing actions such as in a current New York action involv-

!

ing critium discharges from a manufacturer of self-luminous light sources. CSP |
also acts as a huh for the sharing of technical and related :egulatory informa- i

tion among the Scaces, pa:ticularly Agreement States.
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Hon. John P. Ahearra -2- June 20, 1980

Cur experience with the CSP has been and continues to be gratifying. We find
OSP to be both sensitive and responsive to the State's needs and problems - a highly
professional organization which treats States as partners in protecting public
health and safety. In this respect, OSP is exemplary among Federal organizations.

Federal / State relations in nuclear regulation need a high degree of coopera-
tion, consideration and attention, traits wMch have been hallmarks of CSP. To

relegate such matters to a secondary role ;,culd be a grave disservice to the States.
I trust you will find that most other Statas share New York's sentiment on this
matter.

Sincerely, / /

// /

e!! fey , f. Coh6n
Deguyn?gymmissioner

Lif$onO!ficerN W NR
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