
Db
.Sb - 3 AD

ps ncuy'o, UNITED STAT ESf .

E '% NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
'

5* E WASHINGTON, D. C. 2055s
7

0 *

%*****/ JUN 9 M0

Ms. Virginia Cotes
Lot 10, 1038 Front Street
Binghamton, New York 13905

Dear Ms. Cotes: ,

This is in reply to your letter of April 18, 1980, to President Carter
about nuclear power plants.

You m y be interested in the enclosed statement of December 7,1979, by
the P.esident on the Kemeny Commission Report on Three Mile Island, This

.

includes the following:

"The NRC has indicated, however, that it will pause in issuing
any new licenses and construction permits in order to devote
its full attention to putting its own house in order and tighten-
ing up safety requirements. I endorse this approach which
the NRC has adopted, but I urge the NRC to complete its work
as quickly as possible and in no event lat_er than six months
from today. Once we have instituted the necessary reforms to
assure safety, we must resume the licensing process promptly
so that the new plants we need to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil can be built and operated."

An Action Plan has been developed to provide a comt,rehensive and integrated
plan for the actions now judged necessary by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
to correct or improve the regulation and operation of nuclear facilities based
on the experience from the Three Mile Island accident and the official studies .

and investigations of the accident. In connect' ion with your comment on infor-
mation available to the public on nuclear power plants, I am enclosing an
exerpt from the Action Plan on the subject of public information, which states
the objective of having information available for the news media and the public
describing how nuclear plants operate, radiation and its health effects, and
protective actions against radiation and of providing training for members .

of the technical staff on how to interface with the news media and other
interested parties.

Every effort is being made to ensure the public health and safety at all nuclear
power plants that are currently in operation or that may start operating. in the
future. Any plants that are found to be unsafe will not be allowed to operate.

Sincerely,

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

a

Enclosure:
White House Statement
Excerpt fm Action Plan
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OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
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THE WHITT. DOUSE

STATEMENf BN THE PRESIDENT ON THE FEMENY COmilSSION
REPORT ON THREE MILE ISLAND*
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( AT 2:45 P.M. EST)
-
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|
The purpose of this brief statment this'

THE PRESIDENT: i
afternoon is to outline to you and to the public, both in this country |

,

and in other nations of the world, my own assessment of the Kemeny
Report recommendations on the Three Mile Island accident and I would

;

'

like to add, of course, in the presentation some thoughts and actions. I

of my own.

I have reviewed the report of the Commission, which I ,_ j

established to investigate the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear I

I

The Commission, headed by Dr. John Kemeny, found vegg
power plant.
serious shortcomings in the way that both the Government and the utility,

|

industry regulate and manage nuclear poser.

The steps that I am taking today will help to assure that
nuclear power plants are operated safely. Safety, as it always hasAs I have said before, inand will remain, is my top priority. By thisbeen
this country nuclear power is an energy source of last resort.
I meant that as we reach our goals on censervation, on the direct use
of coal, on development of solar power and synthetic fuels, and
enhanced production of American oil and natural gas, as we reach those
goals, then we can minimize our reliance on nuclear power.

Many of our foreign allies must place much greater reliance
than we do on nuclear power, because they do not have the vast naturalWe must get on with theresources that give us so many alternatives.
job of developing alternative energy resources and we must also pass,
in order to do this, the legislation that I have proposed to the Congress,To

making an effort at every level of society to conserve energy. -
conserve energy and to develop energy resources in our country are the

for wb t.ch we are seeking. But we cannot shut thetwo basic answers
door on nuclear power for the United States.

*

The recent eve nts in Iran have shown us the clear, stark
. -

dangers that excessive dependence cn imported oil holds for our nation.
We must make every effort to lead this country to energy security.including nuclear power, is critical ifEvery domestic energy source,a country from our present over-dependence onwe are to be free asunstable and uncertain sources of high priced foreign oil.

'

We do not have the luxury of dbandoning nuclear power or
A nuclear powerimposing a *engthy moratorium on its further use.

plant can displace 35,000 barrels of oil per day, or roughly 13 millionWe must take every possible step to increasebarrels of oi'. per year.
the safety of nuclear power production. I agree fully with the letter

| and the spirit and the intent of the Keceny Commission recommendations,others of which'

some of which are within my own power to implement,
or the N9C, or the .'tilityrely on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

'

industry itself.

To get the Government's own house in orcer I will take
- f. n.R)
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I will send to the Conr. css a reorganization ploa
h MRC, to clarify assignrentFirst,taveral steps.

to.strengthsn the role of die Chairnan of t e ith the power

of authority and responsibility and provide this person with authority to
to act on a daily basis as a chief executive of ficer, wplac,e and to implement betterou!.rements i.)

The" Chair..an mus t be ' ble 'to select key personnel and toput needed safety re a

procedures.act on behalf of the Commission during any emergency
. .

Second, I intend to appoint a new Chairperson of thein the

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, someone from outside that agency,In the meantime, I have

spirit of the Kemeny Commission reconnendation. asked Commissioner Ahearne, now on the NRC,,to serve as t eh Chairman.,

i f the

Mr. Ahearne will stress safety and the prompt implementat on o
needed reforms.

In addition, I will establish an independent advisoryited Stat'es informed
committee to help keep.me and the public of the Un i i and in making
of the progress of the NRC and the industry in ach ev ngf
clear the recommendations 01at nuclear power will be sa er.

l

Third, I am trans ferring responsibility to the Federato head up all off-site
Emergency Management Agency, the FEMA, i w of emergency

emergency activities, and to complete a thorough rev e l f reactors
plans in all the states of our country with operating nuc ea-

by June,19 80.
i i

Fourth, I have directed the Nuclear Regulatory Commiss on anur program to place
the other agencies of the Government to accelerate o
a resident Federal inspector at every reactor site.

Government agencies to
am asking all relevant f the KemenyFifth, I

implement virtually all of the 'other recomma.dations oA detailed factsneet is
I believe there were 44 in all. ill be given

being issued to the public and a more extended briefing wCo.amission.

to the press this .af ternoon. ~

h

With clear leadcrship and improved organization, t eGovernment and the NRC will be better able to
d training and standards,Executive Branch of

act quickly on the crucial issues of improve mendations.
safety procedures, and the other Kemeny Commission recomt stop with the
But responsibility to make nuclear power safer does noIn fact, the primary day by day responsibilityliers

for safety rests with utility company management and with suppThere is no substitute for technically qualifiedFederal Government.

of nuclear equipment. i the operation, and ;

and committed people working on the construct on, |

the inspection of nuclear power plants.
Some one person

personal responsibility must be stressed.the corporate level and 1.

must always be designated as' in charge, both atThe industry owes it to the American
also at the power plant site.
people to strengthen its commitment to safety.

to implement the following changes;
call on the utilities

first, building on the steps already taken, the industry nust organize
I

tion, and

itself to develop enhanced standards for safe design, operaindustry must work together
construction of plants; second, the nuclear h sive training,

to develop and to maintain in operation a compre en d for supervisors.
h accreditati fexamination, and evaluation program for operators an

This training program must pass muster with the NRC throug
"

of the training progrars to be established. !

Third, control r ams in nuclear power plants must be
-

ible, to permit

modernized, standardized, and simplified as much as poss .-
4
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|hours $nd,of
better informed decision-making among regular operating f,

courge , d.uring smargancies. '

I challenge our utility companies to bend every effort
to improve the safety of nuclear power.

Fina11y, I would like to discuss how we manage thisthe Kemeny recommendations are being
. transition period during whichThere are .a number of new nuclear plants now awaiting.Under law, the NucIcarimplemented.
operating licenses or construct. ion permits. Licensing decisions
Regulatory Commission is an independent agency. the Kemeny Co. mission
rest with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and as h lants on a

noted, it has the authority to proceed with ~1icensing t ese punding a
case by case basis, which may be used as circumstances surro
plant Oc its application dictate. .

The NRC has indicated, however, that it will pause in
:t.

.

issuing any new licenses and construction permits in order to devoteits full attention to putting its own house in order and tightening up
I endorse this approach which the NRC has

i ly as possiblesafety requirements.
adopted, but I urge the NRC to complete its work as qu s.Once we have
and in no ever.t later than six months from today.

instituted the necessary reforms to assure safety, 'we must resume thelicensing process promptly so that the new plants we need to reduct our
dependence on foreign oil can be built and operated.

-

.

The steps I am announcing today will help to insure the safety
Nuclear power does have a future in the United States.*

I will join with the utilities- of nuclear plants.
It is an option that we must keep open. i the executive
and their suppliers, the Nuclear Regulatory Co... 2ss on,

'
and also the state

departments and agencies of the Federal Government,and local governments to a,ssure that the future is a safe one.
and John Deutsch willNow Dr. Frank Press, Stu Eizenstat,

be glad to answer your questions about these decisions and aboutFrank?
nuclear power and the future of it in our country.

(AT 3:00 T.f:. EST)Er0
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Excerpt from NUREG-0660, ''NRC Action Plano

Developed as a Result of the TMI-2 Accident" Task III.C,

May 1980
.

i'
I[ TASK III.C PUBLIC INFORMATION
I,

\ s..
.

{.

Have information available for the news media and the public
A. OBJECTIVE:

describing how nuclear plants operate, radiation and its health effects, and
protective actions against radiation; provide training for members of the
technical staff on how to interface'with the news media and other interested
' parties. .

.

~

'
B. NRC ACTIONS

Have information available for the news media and the public.1.

a. Description:

The Office of Public Affairs (OPA) will review the publicly(1)
available documents in the following areas: (a) how nuclear pla,nts operate,

,

' '(b)' radiation and its health effects, and (c) protective actions against
Based on this review, OPA will issue a NUREG-series reportradiation.

containing a " readers guide" to publicly available documents containing

relevant information in the above areas.

Where OPA finds insufficient information available, OPA will(2)
recommend to the Department of Energy's Education Programs Division that

additional information be published.
.

OPA and IE have under way a pilot program of seminars for news(3)
It covers the basics of nuclear power plants and radiationmedia personnel.

The staff contemplates that a professional organization will takeprotection.
the lead in carrying out a longer range program under NRC sponsorship.

b. Schedule: These tasks should be completed by Sertember 1980.

OPA FY80 - 0.5 my, FY81 - 0.5 my; IE FY80 - 0.1.c. Resources:

,

III,C-1

1
-
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Task III.C.

May 1980
-

c-

!ide -

The Office of Public Affairs (0PA) will develop agency policy and provd parties.
training for interfacing with the. news media and other intereste
2.

.

'

Description:a.

OPA will develop policy and procedures for dealing with briefing
l officials,(1) ,

requests from State and local officials, Congress, other Federa
A plan for prompt but accurate

the media, and others during emergencies.

notification of the news media will also be included.

OPA will provide training for members of the technical staff on
(2) Response teams

how to interface with the news media during an emergency.
will be designated and trained.

The tasks were to be addressed in a Commission paper by
b. Schedule:

.

May 1, 1980. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
'

. .

. . . . . . .....-.

-

%
OPA FY80 - 0.1 my.

c. Resources:

C. LICENSEE ACTIONS: None.

D. OTHER ACTIONS: None.

E. REFERENCES

Items h.4, G.1, G.2. a, G.2. b, and G. 5
President's Commission Report:

Proposal E.1.b and G.I.a.
President's Response, dated December 7,1979:

.

NUREG-0616, Recommendation 2.'4.1.3
1
j

NUREG/CR-1250, Vol. I, pp. 91, 154, 157; Vol. II, Part 2, pp. 342,
Other:

645; Part 3, pp. 986-989, 1018, 1043, 1044, 3074, 0175.
.

.

III.C-C .
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