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el JUN 9 1980

Ms. Virginia Cotes
Lot 10, 1038 Front Street
Binghamton, New York 13905

Dear Ms. Cotes: !

This is in reply to your letter of April 18, 1980, to President Carter

about nuclear power plants.

You m.y be interested in the enclosed statement of December 7, 1979, by
the P-esident on the Kemeny Commission Report on Three Mile lIsland, This

includes the following:

"The NRC has indicated, however, that it will pause in issuing

any new licenses and construction permits in order to devote

its full attention to putting its own house in order and tighten-
ing up safety requirements. | endorce this approach which

the NRC has adopted, but | urge the NRC to complete its work

as quickly as possible and in no event iater than six months

from today. Once we have instituted the necessary reforms to
assure safety, we must resume the licensing process promptly

so that the new plants we need to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil can be built and operated."

An Action Plan has been developed to provide a comr.rehensive and integrated
plan for the actions now judged necessary “y the Nuclear Regulatory Commis=ion
to correct or improve the regulation and operation of nuclear facilities based
on the experience from the Three Mile Island accidint and the official studies
and investigations of the accident. In connection vith your commeat on infor-
mation available to the public on nuciear power plan‘s, | am enclosing an
exerpt from the Action Plan on the subject of public information, which states
the objective of having information available for the news media and the putiic
describing how nuclear plants operate, radiation and its health effects, and
protective actions against radiation and of providing training for members

of the technical staff on how to interface with the news media and other

interested parties.

Every effort is being made to ensure the public health and safety at all nuclear
power plants that are currently in operation or that may start operating in the
future. Any plants that are found to be unsafe will not be allowed to operate.

Sin::;;;i;‘n‘5>"¢¢:zzz<:l

Harold R. Denton, Director
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
White House Statement
Excerpt fm Action Plan



FOR IIMMEDIATE RELEASE DECEMBER 7, 1979 £

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHIT7. AOUSE

STATEMENI‘B* THE PRESIDENT ON THE KEMENY COMMISSION
. REPORT ON THREE MILF ISLAND

Room 450, 01d Executive f£fice =nilding

(AT 2:45 P.M. £ST)

The purpose of this brief statment this
ou and to the public, both in this countzxv
my own assessment of the Kemeny

Mile Island accident and I would
tation some thoughts and actions

THE PRESIDENT:
afternoon is to outline to Yy
and in other nations of the world,
Report recommendations on the Three
like to add, of course, in the presen
of my own.

I have reviewed the report of the Commission, which I
established to investigate the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear
power plant. The Commission, headed by Dr. John -Kemeny, found very
serious shortcomings in the way that both the Government and the utility

industry regulate and manage nuclear power.

The steps that I am taking today will help to assure that
nuclear power plants are operated safaly. Safety, as it always has
been and will remain, is my top priority. As I have said before, in
this country nuclear power is an energy source of last resort. By this
1 meant that as we reach our goals on ccnservation, on the direct use
of coal, on development of solar power and synthetic fuels, and
enhanced production of American oil and natural gas, as we reach those
goals, then we can minimize our reliance on nuclear power.

Many of our foreign allies must place much greater reliance
than we do on nuclear power, because they do not have the vast natural
resources that give us sO many alternatives. We must get on with the
job of developing alternative energy resources and we must also pass,
in order to do tris, the legislation that I have proposed to the Congress

making an effort at every level of society to conserve energy. To
conserve energy and tu develop energy resources in our country are the
two basic answers (or which we are seeking. But we cannot shut the
gour on nuclear power for the United States.

The recent events in Iran have shown us the clear, stark .
édangess that excessive dependence on imported oil holds for our nation.
We must make every effort to lead this country to ensrgy security.

Every domestic energy source, including nuclear power, is critical if
we are to be free as a country from our present over-dependence on
unstable and uncertain sources of high priced foreign oil.

%e do not have the luxury of zbandoning nuclear power or
imnosing a Zengthy moratorium on its further use. A nuclear power
plant can displace 35,000 varrels of oil per day, or roughly 13 million
barrels of oi' per year, We must take every possible step to increase
the safety of nuclear power production. 1 agree fully with the letter
ané the spirit and the intent of the Ker=ny Commission recoriendations,
some of which are within my own power to implement, others of which
rely on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, or the N3C, or the ‘tility
industry itself.

To get the Government's own house in order I will tzke
l-‘.\'l.ﬁ)



several steps.- First, 1 will send to the Conc.css a rcorganization pien
to strengthen the role of the Chairman of the KRC, to clarify assignrent
of authority and responsibili;y and provide this person with the power
to act on a daily pasis as a chief executive officer, with authority to
put needed safety recuirements ia place and to implement better
procedures. Tnhe Chair..an must be able to select key personnel and to
act on behalf of the Commission during any emergency.
cacond, I intend to appoint a new Chairperson of the

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, someone from outside that agency, in the
spirit of the Kemeny Commission recommendation. In the meantime, I have
asked Commissioner Ahearne, now on the NRC, to serve as the Chairman.
Mr. Ahearne will stress safety -nd the prompt implementation of the

needed reforms.

in addition, I will gstablish an independent advisory
commi ttee to help keep me and the public of the United States informed
of the progress of the NRC and the industry in achieving and in making
clear the recomnendations that nuclear power will be safer.

Third, I am tiansferring responsibility to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. the FEiA, to head up all off-site
emergency activities, and to complete 2 thorough review of emergency
plans in all the states of our country with operating nuclear reactors

by June, 1980.

Fourth, 1 have directed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission ant
the other agencies of the Government to accelerate our program to place
a resident Federal inspector at every reactor site.

Fifth, 1 an asking all relevant Government agencies to
implement vircually all of the other recomm..dations of the Kemeny
1 believe there were 44 in all. A detailed factsneet is

Co.amission.
to the public and a more extended briefing will be given

being issuved
to the press this afternoon.

With clear leadnrship and improved organization, the
Executive Branch of Government and the NRC will be better able to
act gquickly on the crucial issues of improved training and standards,
safety procedures. and the other Kemeny Commission recommendations. ’
But responsibility to make nuclear power safer does not stop with the
Federal Government. In fact, the primary day by day responsibility

for safety rests with uvtility company management and with suppliers
of nuclear equipment. There is no substitute for technically qualified

and committed people working on the construction, the operation, and
the inspection of nuclear power plants.

personal responsibility must be stressed. Some one person
must always be designated as in charge, both at the corporate level and
also at the power plant site. The industry owes it to the American
people to strengthen its commi tment to safety.

1 call on the utilities to implement the following changes;
puiléing on the steps already taken, the industcy must organize
jtself to develop enhanced standards for safe design, operation, and
construction of plantsi second, the nuclear industry must work togethe:x
to develop and to maintain in operation a comprehensive training,
examination, and evaluation program for operators and for supervisors.
This training program must pass muster with the NRC through accreditat!

of the training progrars to be established.

first,

Third, ccntrol r oms in nuclear power plants must be
modernized, standardized, &nd simplified as much as possible, to permit

MORE




better informed decision-making among regular opcrating hours «nd, of

course, during emergencies.

1 challenge our utility companies to bend every effort
to improve the safety of nuclear power.

Finally, I would like to @iscuss how we manage this

ing which the Kemeny recommendations are being
implemented. There are a nurber of new nuclear plants now awaiting
operating licenses or construciion permits. Under law, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission is an independent agency-. Licensing decisions

rest with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and as the Kemeny Commission
noted, it has the authoricy to proceed with licensing these plants on a
case by case basis, which may be used as circumstances surrounding a

plant . its application dictate.

transition period dur

The NRC has indicated, however, that it will pause in
jssuing any new licenses and construction permits in order to devote
its full attention to putting its own house in order and tightening up
safety reguirements. 1 endorse this approach which the NRC has
adopted, but I urge the NRC to complete jts work as quic ly as possible
and in no event later than six months from today. Once we have
instituted the necessary reforms to assure safety, we must resume the
licensing process promptly s© that the new plants we need to reducz our
dependence on foreign oil can be built and operated.

The steps 1 am annourcing today will help to insure the safety
Nveclear power does have a future in the United States.
it is an option that we must keep open. I will join with the utilities
and their suppliers, the Nuclear Regulatory Co....ssion, the executive
Gepartments and agencies of the Federal Government, and also the state

and local governments toO assure that the future is 2 safe one.

of nuclear plants.

Now Dr. Frank Press, stu Eizenstat, and John Deutsch will
be glad to answer your qguestions about these decisions and about
puclear power and the future of it in our country. Frank?

END (AT 3:00 T.Ik. EST)



txcerpt from NUREG-0660, “NRC Action {1an :
Developed as a Result of the TMI-2 Accident

Task 111.C
May 1980

TASK 111.C PUBLIC INFORMATION

A. OBJECTIVE: Have information available for the news media and the public
describing how nuclear plants operate, radiation and its health effects, and
protective actions against radiation; provide training for members of the

technical staff on how to jnterface with the news media and other interested

parties.
NRC ACTIONS

Have information available for the news media and the public.

Description:

(1) The Office of public Affairs (CPA) will review the publicly
available documents in the following areas: (a) héw nuciear plants operate,
(b) radiation and its health etfects, and (c) protective actions against
radiation. Based on this review, OPA will issue a NUREG-series report
~ontaining a "readers guide" to publicly available documents containing

relevant information in the above areas.

(2) Where OPA finds insufficient information available, OPA will
recomnend to the Department of Energy's Education Programs Division that

additional information be published.
(3) OPA and IE have under way a pilot program of seminars for news
media personnel. Tt covers the basics of nuclear power plants and radiation

protection. The staff contemplates that a professional organization will take

the lead in carrying out a longer range program under NRC sponsorship.
Schedule: These tasks should be completed by Se~tember 1980.

Resources: OPA FY80 - 0.5 my, FY81 - 0.5 my; IE FY80 - 0.1.




Task 111.C
May 1980

>, The Office of public Affairs (0PA) will develop agency policy and provide

training for interfacing with the news media and other interested parties.

a. Description:

(1) OPA will develop policy and procedures for dealing with briefing
requests from State and local officials, Congress, other Federal officials,
the media, and others during emergencies. A plan for prompt but accurate

notification of the news media will also be included.

(2) OPA will provide training for members of the technical staff on
how to interface with the news media during an emergency. Response teams

will be designated and trained.

b. Schedule: The tasks were to be addressed in a Commission paper by

May 1, 1980.

c. Resources: OPA FY80 - 0.1 my.

C.  LICENSEE ACTIONS: None.

D. OTHER ACTIONS: None.

E.  REFERENCES

president's Commission Report: Items F;4, G.1, G.2.a, G.2.b, and G.5
President's Response, dated December 7, 1979: Proposal £.1.b and G.1.a.
Other:  NUREG-0616, Recommendation 2.4.1.3

NUREG/CR-125C, Vol. 1, pp. 91, 154, 157; Vol. 11, Part Z, PP- 342,
645; Part 3, PP. 986-989, 1018, 1043, 1044, 1074, 0175.
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{or Hae safety and heatbin o€ Yhe @ecg\.e’. =t
Yhe Unted States 0§ amecicar .
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