P " Cortland County aES v. PEhee ,,-

Director of Public Health

Heahh Deparimenf ROBERT T. COREY, M.D.
80 Central Ave. Deputy Commissioner
W Medical Director

CORTLAND, NEW YORK 13045 V. N. BOGARDO

TELEPHONE 607,756-991 Roavtorys: Do of Baskb

BOARD OF HEALTH

Dr. T. . Jacobus, President
Mrs. P. Wilson Fice-Prendent
Mrs. C. Swarr, Legulater

Dr. R. P. Higgins, Jr.

Dr. J. E. Eckel

Mr. C. M. Aathagy

Me [ G. Brown

Mr. . Marweil

11 June 1380

Mr. Robe~t Ryan, Director
Office of State Pregrams
u. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Dear Mr. Ryan:

Mr. Xarl Abraham, Public Affairs COfficer for NRC, recomnenced
that we contact you concerning our previcus request for training
assistance. The Cortland County Hea. th Department, the Cortland
County Envirormental Management Council, the Certland County
legislature, and the City of Cortland City Council have been uncer

a great deal of pressure from a variety of groups i

1‘£w'n‘g t.hg

Sierra Club to pas® an ordinance or local law bamning the transport
of radiated reactor fuel on rcads within the County of Cortland.
Interstate 31 mns through the County and through a small section
of the City of Cortlad. The Cortland County Scard of Health, the
Cortland County leg'slature, and t+» Environmental Management
Council of the Cow.ty have rejectea the propesal of a ban basically
Secause we fear trat such a ban may force the shirments now going
frem Chalk River co Aiken, Scuth Carclina onto mere hazardous roacs.
The City of Cortland, however, has voted to held a public hearing
on an ordinance pmmtmg the shipment of such spent fuels threough
the City of Cortland, New Yr.x. Mr. Abrahmhasamedtosend‘o

the City a copy of the Federal Re er of Friday, June 15, 1379
concerning 10 CFR Part 73, and TE publications 0170, Velumes 1 & 2.
Resolution #186 of the Cortland County legislature, on.the other hand,
respect? .zl.y requests NRC and DOT to provide technical assistance as

well as training assistance for ere-gency perscrnel.

There is a

growing concern that letters sent on Thus matter from this Department
and the rescluticn sent by the legislature to the Regulatcry Improve-
ments 2ranch of NRC and subsequent telephone calls have failed to

oroduce any written respense.
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The legislature has alsc respectfully requested assistance
from the New York State Disaster Preparedness Commission in
cooperation with the Feceral Emergency Management Agency to
prepare a vulnerability analysis for the wice range of materials
shipped through Cortland County. A point of major concerm is a
bridge on Interstate S1 commonly known as the Hoxie Gcrge Sridge
where the drop off the bridge reportedly exceeds 600 feet. That
bridge is now under repair. Due to the security surrounding the
actual shipment routes, there is no reascn to believe that the
bridge is not now presently being used for the Chalk River shipments.
On the contrary, the information that has been lsaked to the public
seems to indicate that the shipments are incdeed traveling down
Interstate 31 through Cortland, New York, and over the Hoxde Gorge
Bridge. Wwhile I know you cannct advise us or confirm or deny that
the shipment is going cver the Hoxde Gorge Sridge, we bring to your
attention the local concern about that.

NUREG 0535 as well as other published documents fairly well
establish that the first pecple cn the scene of an accicdent are
local emergency respense perscrnnel. This would De true whether the
shipment involved low specific activity waste, radiated spent reactor
fuel, or any other type of incident or accident ocn our highways. In
cocperaticn ith the New York State Health Department, we have develcped
a local response plan. In cocperation with the Qffice of Disaster
Preparecness of the State of New York and our local Cffice of Imergency
Preparecness, we hcpe to improve upan our planning and cur restense
capabilities. We do not wish to duplicate or complicate the afforts
of other agencies to ensure the safe transpert of these materials but
rather o supplement and compliment their activities as respensiBble
local cfficials to pretect public health, welfare, and safety.
Accordingly, we respectfully request that consiceration be Zven to
o inquiry crncerning the training of local law enforcement, emergency
respcnse, and health perscrnnel. We want to De able tTO assure the
residents of Cortland County that their goverr-ent officials have taken
all appropriate action expected of local governments to be reascnably
prepared for the variety of types of incidents that car ocowr. It has
been argued that the State Health Depar*ment in cocoperation with
other State agencies and the Federal govermment is prepared ©™©
respond adequately to an accident involving the shipment of spent
reactor fuel. We are verv much aware of the fact that the ccrmer stcne
of the safety program is the integrity of the casks.
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Cortland County is 30 miles away from the nearest State
Department of Health office and approximately 130 miles from Albany.
It is in the geographic center of the State of New York and rather
remote from other possible scurces of assistance. In the event of
an accident, we believe it would be several hours before anycne from
the State cor Federal govermment would arrive on the scene.

Unless Cortland County receives same assurance that the
Cepartment of Transportaticn and the Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn
are sensitive to their concerms, it is my cvinion that they will be
ferced into taking legal action, legislative action, and political
acticn to demcnstrate their concern for the safety issue and their
displeasure with the Fecderal and State bureaucracies. This is not
a threat but rather a part of the plea for suppert in view cf the
cauticusand restrainedaction taken thus far by the appointed and
elected officials.

»‘Ierj tmly ymxs,

/ %/ 7 /’ /_—4//""

/ James V. "euss .
JVF:d d-m/
cc: Mr. Henry Swayze, .

Director of %bl.c ‘o]t
Certland County Legislature
. Chas. Mclyman
Office of Emergency Preparecness
Mr. James Lefever
Qffice of Emergency Preparedness
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ON MCTION JF MRS. CONTENTO RESCLUTION (0. /A4 o

NUCLEAR #ASTE TRANSPCRTATION

WHEREAS, this Legislature recognizes that the transport of srent fuels is a major
concern af the residents of Cortland County and further recognizes that all reascnacle
Iracaytions must e taken %0 Jrevent sabotage of spent fuel shipments or the reledse
of ragicactive materials which mignt resylt from a transportation accigent, and

AREREAS, existing Nuclear Requlatory Commission (NRC) security rules (447R34466)
grovide wnen soent fuel is transported NRC will provide 'Advance arrangements «ith law
enforcenent 3gencies a.ong the route for emergency assistance,” anc

ARERZAS, %he Unitad Stazes Jepartment of Transportation nas Jropos2d new requla-
11ons concerning Hignway Routing of adioactive Matertia's wnicn would under pragosed
Section $9CFR177.325 geclare inconsistent any state or local requirement wnicn will
compietely pronibit travel detween any two Doints serviced Dy hignwdy, require pre-
notification, or excort, or ather local laws concerning time of Jay, scecial persunnel
or 2qu!oment, ang

SHEJEAS, tnere does 1ot axist in operating terminal waste storice ‘acility for come
ereial soent reactor fuel anc other nign level waste in the nited 3tates, 59 that it
wi1] avenzually nave %0 de movec 3gain o a reprocessing facility or Jermanent site NS
exposing tne sublic ina he envirgnment twice to the risk of 3 racicdctive transpors ac-
cigens.

NQw, THEREFORE, 3E (7

RESOLVES, that the Chairperson of the Legislature Je and teredy is authorized %0
afarm tne Jockets 3ranch, Materials Transportaticn Juredu, .nited itdtes Jegartment of
Transnortition, Washington, 3.0, 20530, that tnis Legislature respectfully requestis that
NAC «ud JUT 10t only notify approgriate law enforcement agencises aiong ine transgors
route, Sut 3150 review and srovide direct technical assistance %0 tne local agencies re-
foonsidie for providing emergency assistance, and e it furtner

AZSOLYED, that the County Atiorney be and nareby is authorized anc instrucled %0
commence 4 Tegal analysis of a (sunty wide transport San on hign level nuclear waste,
AnG report on 3aid issues t0 the Chairperson af the Healtn Comamittee, and de it further

RESOLVED, that the Heaith Committee nold a meeting far pudnlic input concerning the
prepesed dan 3f nign level nuclear waste transportation, and de it furtner

FESOLYED, that a copy of this esolution 5e sent to Congressman James 4anley, Senator

Jacob €. Javits, Semator Janiel Moynihan, State Senator Tarky Lomoardi, Assemo!yman Lloyd

$. Rifard, Jr., Governor hugh L. Carey, the united States Inergy Jffice, tne State Znergy
Jffice and the Public Service Commission.

VIATE OF NEW YORK )
Cul N Y OF CORTLAND ) '

Flus s 9 ceruiy thae I, the underuigned, Clerk or the Conddand County Logniature of tie Cowty
ot Cortland Lave comparcd e [oregong copy of resinlon aih he ongmal resolution now on file n
tvis otiice, and which was passed by the Cortland County Lagmlature, of wud county on the —_2380
day m AY, 1980

(O el ot e whole sercod.

anel that the saow 3 4 oorreet okl e transcnipe of such onigunad

IN WITNENS WHERFOF | have leveunio wt vy hamd usl the
oflicwad wul of e CORTTAND COUNTY LLGINLATURE, tus

2880y . VAT, 1380




