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Mr. G. Quittschreiber
Advisory Conett ttee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Corneission
1717 H Street N.W.
Washington. D. C. 20S55

Westinghouse Corments on Nuclear Data LinkSubject:

Dear Mr. Quittschreiber:
Westinghouse is pleased to accept your invitation to provide a written
statement regarding a proposed nuclear data link system between the
Nuclear Regalatory Comisston Operations Center and all operatingIn general, Westinghouse supports the overall
nuclear power plants.
ob.jective of the Action Plan (NUREG-0660) Task III. A.3 to improve theSpecifically. Westinghouse believes that
NRC Emergency Preparedness.

methods for improving the conmunications capability between the MRCstaff and the staff of an operating plant subsequent to the event ofThe MRC staff needs
a nuclear accident at the facility are desirable.
to be accurately informed of the plant status and ths actions being
taken by the operating staff to mitigate the accident, so that the NRCis capable of connonicating with other apr mpriate goverrwoer,tal agencies -In particular, in
federal, state and local - and with the news media.
an extreme case, the NRC staff needs the information to permit decisions
on inclementation of emergency evacuation plans.

Westinghouse does not agree with utt'!:stion of the data by the NRC toWestinghouse believes
issue orders governing plant operations, however.
that all available technical expertise shoulc be accessible to theTo this
operating staff of an affected unit in an emergency situation.
end, Westinghouse has been developing its own Emergency Technical Center
with the intention of providing immediate access to knowledgeable, effec-
tive support for any of our domestic operating plants in the event ofIn our concept, systems and cong>onent designers. fam-
iliar with the details of the plant designs, would be avaif able to pro-vide input to the plant operating staff. as well as reconnendations for
such incidents.

Westinghouse believes, however, that all
plant recovery operations. operation decisions should be made by those most knowledgeable of the
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With appropriate
- i.e. . the plant operations sta f f. als are in thif

cccess to input from the plant designers. these ind v osplant capabilitiet, kn>1 edge of thelt
best pos ition to make dec ts f ons based upon cor".p e e
si tua tion. t

Westinghouse has the followf ng additior.a1 comen s:
Any nuclear data link system should be available on anContinuous monitoring

;

as-needed basis and not continuous.
ral, of

would be unnecessarily inefficient andin genelittle benefit during the vast acount of time when the
-

units are operating at nortel conditions. lish-
Consideration of industry input is necessary in estabdata

ing consistency of requirerents for implementing anyEquipramt interface issues. equipment availability
-

etc..

and delivery schedules. installation requirements,1 tnt. ha
must all be considered in 4 dectston to require suc

|

Specifically, there is an AIF Coeriittee on Safety |
is

Parameters Integration which is intended to address th
'

dsystem.
1ssue, among others. and their input shoofd be considere
by the NRC.

i y Comittee in
We hope that these cocr.ents will be useful to the Adv sorf such a nuclear data link.
establishing their position on t$e necessity oand are willing to discuss these points with them in mo

re detail if

desired. ,

Y truly y rs.
__ |

i
'

T. M. Anderson, Manager
Muclear Safety Departraent
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