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April 9, 1980

Wr. 6. Quittschreiber

Advisory Committee ON Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commnission

1717 H Street, A.W.

Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Westinghouse Corments on Nuclear Data Link
Dear Mr. Quittschreiber:

Mestinghouse 1is pleased to accepl your jnvitation to provide & written
statement regarding 2 proposed nuclear data link systes belween the
Nuclear Pegulatory Commission Operations Center and al) operating
nuclear power plants. In general, Westinghouse supports the overal)
objective of the Action Plan (NUREG-0660) Task 111.A.3 to improve the
NRC Emergency Preparedness. Specifically, wWestinghouse believes that
methods for improving the communicatfons capability between the WRC
staff and the staff of an operating plant subsequent 1o the event of

a nuclear accident at the facility are desirable. The NRC staff needs
to be accurately informed of the plant status and the actions being
taken by the operating staff to mitigate the accident, su that the NRC
§s capable of cormunicating «1th other & vpriate govem-ul agencies -
federa), state and local - and with the news medfa. In particular, in
an extreme case, the NRC staff needs the information to permit decisions
on implementation of emergency evacuation plans.

Westinghouse does not agree «ith uti’ -ation of the data by the NRC to
fssye orders %oveming plant operations, how ver. Westinghouse believes
that all available technical expertise shoulc be accessible to the
operating staff of an affected unit In an emergency situatfon. To this
end, Westinghouse has been developing its own Emergency Jechnical Center
with the {ntention of providing imediate access to knowledgeable, effec-
tive support for any of our donestic operating plants in the event of
such incidents. In our concept, Systems and component designers, fam-
§1iar with the details of the plant designs, would be svailable to pro-
vide input to the plant operating staff, as well 25 recormendations for
plant recovery operations. Westinghouse believes, however, that all
operation decisions should be made by those mest knowledgeadble of the
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