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Dear Mr. Grier:

On June 2, 1980, SNUPPS informed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I
Office of Inspection and Enforcement, of a potential deficiency involving
excessive pressures in feedwater lines following a postulated high energy line
break. The information was communicated by telephone to Mr. Richard McGaughy
of your staff pursuant to 10CFR50.55(e).

For a postulated feedwater line break in the turbine building of a SNUPPS
plant, Bechtel has calculated a peak pressure of approximately 4000 psi in
the feedwater lines between the steam generator and the feedwater check
valve, following closure of the check valves which are located just outside
containment. This pressure has been evaluated to be unacceptably high. The
peak pressure in the feedwater lines for this transient can be reduced by
relocating the feedwater check valves inside containment, closer to the
steam generators. This change is being evaluated by SNUPPS, Bechtel, and
Westinghouse.

The excessive pressure described above was discovered during the high energy
line break analysis which is performed late in the design process after exact
piping layout and support have been determined. It is considered part of nor-
mal design evolution that potential problems such as this one are discovered
and corrected. Therefore SNUPPS does not consider this matter to be report-
able under 10CFR50.55(e). Any design, description, or analysis change that
is required because of this feedwater line break consideration will be re-

flected in a revision to the SNUPPS FSAR.
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