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Dike Power Company
ATTN: Nr, William 0. Parker, Jr.
Vice President
; Steam Production
| Post Office Box 2178
Charlotte, *lorth Carolina 28242

-

Gentlemsn:

By locter dated March 22, 1976, you requested an exemption from the
requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix H, Sectiom II1.C.2, to permit
the operatiom of Oconee Unit 3 for the remainder of Cycle 1 with the
reactor vessel surveillance specimens removed from the reactor vessel.
You additionally requested corresponding Technical Specification changes
to reflect the removal of the surveillance capsules and to establish

’ provisions to revise the capsule withdrawal schedule prior to Cycle 2
operation,

g By letter dated April 1S, 1976, you additionally proposed limiting
‘. - conditions for operatiom for Ocomee 3, Cycle 1 to assure that the
; possibility of further degradation of the surveillance capsule holder

tubes is minimized and to assure that a failed holder tube ceuld be
detected.

We have concluded that if the reactor vessel surveillance capsules are
removed for the remainder of Oconee Unit 1 Cycle 1 operation, the reactor

vessel surveillance program would continue to fulfill the purpose of
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix H.

An exemption to the requirements of Sectiom II.C.2 of Appendix H is
therefore granted for Oconee Unit 3 and operation with the surveillance
capsules removed for the remainder of Cycle 1 is hereby authorized. In
addition, the Commission has issued the enclosed Amendments No.Z73, 2%
and 10, for Licenses DPR-38, DPR-47 wud DPR-55, for the Oconee Nuclear

i Station, Units 1, 2 and 3. These amendments provide for the removal of
the surveillance capsules during a portion of Unit 3 Cycle 1 operatiom,

i require that the capsule withdrawal schedule be revised prior to Cycle 2

and 1 ® additional Limiting Conditions for Operatiom for operation of
L

—p e o

#_remainder of Cycle 1.
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Duke Power Company

RPR 16 1976

Copies of the Safety Evaluation and the Federal Register Notice are

enclosed,
Sincerely,
Victor Stello, Jr., Director
Division of Operating Reactors
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Duke Power Company

cc w/enclosures:

dr. William L. Porter
Duke Power Company

P. 0. Box 2178

422 South Church Street
Charlotte, North Carolina

Mr. Troy B. Conner
Conner & Knotts

28242

1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D. C. 20006
Oconee Public Library

201 South Spring Street
Walhalla, South Carolina

Honorable Reese A. Hubbard

29691

County Supervisor of Oconee County

Walhalla, South Carolina

29621

cc w/enclosures & incoming:
Office of Intergovernmental

Relations
116 West Jones Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603
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April 16, 1976



