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During normal operation while conducting operations surveillance test
F-ST-76L, titled " Electrical Fire Barrier Penetration Seals Visual Inspection,"
to satisfy the requirements of Technical Specifications Paragraph 4.12.F,
350 fire barrier penetration seals were found to be either missing or requiring
resealing. The actual inspection of the more than 6000 penetrations and
corrective action extended over a period of several weeks. In each case,
as the need for resealing of a penetration was identified, the personnel
performing the inspection acted as the fire watch required by Technical
Specifications, until the corrective action was complete. The event did not
represent a significant hazard to the public health and safety.

A review of documentation related to the requirements for sealing
of electrical penetrations indicates that sealing was not required by the
NRC at the time the operating license was issued. Subsequent to the issue
of the operating license, and following the 1975 fire at the Browns Ferry
Plant, a procedure for sealing penetrations was developed and implemented.
It is believed that during this post-construction installation, the above
noted missing seals were not properly installed. In most cases the missing
seals were not located directly at the fire barrier (wall or floor) but were
located a number of feet from the penetration at the end of an electrical
conduit which penetrates the fire barrier and travels some distance beyond
to a termination adjacent to a cable tray. This physical separation
probably resulted in the installation error. Since the inspection is now
complete and the seals installed, no additional corrective action is required.
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