STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW HANPSHIRE CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY ti

ONE AIRPORT ROAD, CONCORD, NEW MAMPSHIEE Q3201 « €03 272201

February 27, 13980

Secretary of the Commission
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
#ashington, DC 20555

Attention: Docketing and Service Branch
Subject: Proposed Rules on Emergency Planning
Dear Sir:

The State of New Hampshire Civil Defense Agency wishes to submit the
following comments on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's proposed interim
upgrading of its Emergency Planning Regulations (44 FR 75 167, Dec. 19, 1979)
in particular, footnote 3 to Appendix E, Paragraph D.

We agree that there is a need for improved, prompt notification and
warning of the general public. We feel, however, that such a system should be
available and applicable to all hazards which would require prompt notificaticn
and warning of the general public. Further, we feel that it is not productive
to set a seemingly arbitrary and unrealistic limit upon this aspect of the total
emergency response. We feel that a requirement considering the notification,
warning and implemeritation of protective actions as a combination would be far
more realistic and would address these different problems of urban versus rural
areas in this respect. (ie: In an urban area, notification and warning generally
can be accomplished quickly, however, implementing protective actions; specifi-
cally evacuation, takes significantly longer dispite the prompt warning. On the
other hand, in a rural area, notification and warning takes a longer time than
in an urban area, but once notification is complete, implementation of protective
actions, again evacuation, can be accomplished in a much shorter time.)

Additionally, including such a requirement as a footnote to the rule
does not seem appropriate.

Sincerely,

Eileen Foley, Director
N.H. Civil Cefense Agency
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