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Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Route 3, Box 350A
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission Watkinsville, Georgia 30677
Washington, D.C. 20555
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be included in the Final Supplement.
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Depart nent et r.nergy
Washington. D.C. 20461

OECIM3ER 3, 1973

Mr. George '4. Knighton, Chief
Environmental ? ojects 3 ranch 1
Division of Si:e Safety and
Enviro = ental Analysis

C.S. Nuclear Regulatory Co:=tission
'4ashington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. T.nighton:

n is is the Econc=ic Regulatory Ad=inistration's (IRA) response :o your
let:er of February 24, 1973, to Mr. '41111am lindsay of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Co:=tission, requesting cc=ents on the Nuclear Regula-
tory Co:=tission's (NRC) Oraf: Supplement to the Final Enviren= ental
Statement (725) related to the proposed issuance of a construction per:ti:
to the Houston Lighting and Power Company (ELP) (Applicant) for the
construe:1on of the Allens Creek Nuclear Generating Uni: No. 1 (Oceke:

No. 50-466).

Mr. Lindsay has reques:ed that the staff of the Econonic Regulatory
Administracion (ERA) provide ce=ents on the need-for-power section of
the Draf: Supplement. Consequently, these ec=ments are forwarded en
behalf of the Department of Energy's Assistan: Ad=inistrator for '!:111:7
Systems, ERA. De analysis was developed by :he staff of :he ?cwer
Supply ?lanning 3 ranch, Division of ?cwer Supply and Reliabili:7, Office
of Utility Systems. Cur cer=en:s are in ec=pliance with :be require =ents
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, and the August 1, 1973
Guidelines of the Council on Eavironmental quality; they are direc:ed :o
the need for capacity rapresenced by the Allens Creek project, and :o
related bulk pcwer supply =a::ars concerning sys:e= reliabili:7

In addition, beenuse of OCE's national respcesibili:ies to effect an
absolute, overall redue:1on in the use of natural gas and oil to genera:e
elec:rici:y, the fuel consu=ption i=pl'. cati:ns of :he EL? genera:ing systes
have also been calcula:ed. All future cc=ents fres :he OCE regarding a
test of need for power for all Environmental *.= pact Sta: aments will include
a forecast and evalua: ion regarding the effectiveness vi:h vni:h the
applicant is reducing its oil and gas dependence.
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