COMMITTEE TO BRIDGE THE GAP

' 10915 STRATHMORE DRIVE
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA %0024
Y osaan
Jeserh M. Hendrie, Chairman & October 23, 1270

U.f. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street N.M.

e POOR ORGIAL

Dear Chzirman Hendrie:

Information has came to our attention which raises serious questions about the
safety of the reactor at the UCLA Nuclear Energy lLahoratory. We believe that these
rroblens are of such gravity that immecdiate action by the NRC is necessitated. We
Srnbs isqest vau 1o take the following actions:

1. Issue an order tc shut down the UCLA reactor pending resolution of the
safety questions that have been raised. Ve believe that an examination of
the enclose! materials will convince vou that the usefulness of continuve!
reactor operation is far outweiched bv the possibility of exposure of the
fusliec to unnecessarily hirh levels of radiation from that nuclear facility.

L]

feceuse public concern over the safety of the reactor is preat, we believe
that the participstion of the UCLA comm.1ity is essential to the rroper
resolution of these issues. We therefore urge y~u to order nublic hearine=
o relicensing the reactor--Facility License Number %-7)1 exnires in Mapeh
of 1980--and to locate those hearings on the UCLA campus so that inrorested
parties mirht atten-.

3. It is our desire to assist the NRC in develonine an adequate factual base
to assess the safety of the UCLA reactor. To that end, we herebv reguest
that wo ke erante] formal intervenor status in that relicensine procedyrs,
(Bridge the Gap is a nuu profit Incorporated edneational organization,
re;istered as a campus organization at UCLA where it was founde: ten vears
2gc. QOur memders include !ICLA students, faculty and staff as well as com-
munity members. Cur primary incornorated purpose is to represent the views
of the czamrus community to the outside community. Ye have undertsxen an
extensive four-month investigation of the UCLA reactor and request that we
Se permitted to present our conclusions and prepresent the views of at least
some members of the UCLA community be being granted formal intervenor stavus,)

4. Pursuant to Title 10 CFR 2.715(b), we hereby request notice of any hearing
which has been or will be ordered, and notice of any action to be taken
without hearing pursuant to Title 10 CFR 2.105. Please let us know if for
any reason you will be unable to comply with this request.

Please fin.' enclosed a Preliminary summary of our research regarding nossible
radiation hazar? from the UCLA reactor. ‘e look forsard to your early response to our
reysestad actions and for your cooperation in this imbortant matter.

Sincerely youfd, ., /

L P
%/’ b &/M

Daniel 0. Hirsch, President
Campus Committee to Bridpe the Gap

ec: Senator Alan Cranston, Representative Anthony Beilenson
Assemblyman Mel Levine, Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky
City Attormey Surt Pines
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RADIATION CHICK—Jack Homor, reactor operator, takes reoding at- Math-Science Building. '

UCLA Reactor Discharges Radioactivef
Argon but Officials Deny Danger Exists

- BY DAVID JOHNSTON
1 Y Temes Seftwriw . Y'Y

Thirty feet fm the arr condibon-
ing mtage cuc: for a UCLA classroom «
building & smal nuciear reactor
Wednesdav discharged radicacuve
argon inio the air at X0 umes the con-
centration normaily; allowed by fed-
»ral safety afhoals.

Just how much radicactivity from
the plume has entered the Math-
‘Sciences Building since it "oened m

1967 15 ungnown, smee UCLA offi-

ais have never fully monitared mat-
"auon levels o the nne-story strue-~
" The low-level raccacuve plume
was disclosed by Bnage the Gap. a

small Westwood ant-nuciear-power \
group favormg deveiopment of re- |
& R ..CL'L .
- He said flatly that no public health’

newahie energy SOUrces.
Dame! Hisch. the grouns pres-
_ident, sud e UCLA Argonaut No-

“**" clear Reactor was one of eight small, .

{' httie-known nuclear facilities,
heensed by the federal government
and scattered throughout metropoii-

radiaton.
" Hirsch and

UCLA facility posed a danger 10 pub-

" be health. They called for shutting

down the reactor “unti! its safety can
be conclusively determined.”

Neil C Ostrander, the reactor

manager, told reporters durng a lour

- of the facility that mathematical cal-

culanons and a smulatuon lest using a

.. sulphur gas indicated radiaton inside ~

the Math-Scences Bulding was only
shghtly above naiurally occurng lev-

.

‘. danger emsied, When asked by re-

1

I tan Los Angeies, that he said expose ()
an unknowing public to low levels of

i Sheidon C. Plotkin, &, .
*** job safety engineer. said even the low ,
A levels of radiation emutted by the

porters whether long-term exposure
to low leveis of radiation could affect
buman health, Ostrander said there
was “no measurable public health |
danger " -+ L

Ostrander acknowledged that the
reactor Wednesday emitted 50 umes
the maximum concentration of ra-
dicactive: argon normally allowed.

» But. he noted, Nuciear Regulatory

Commussion rules allow for exceptions
o this standard and the umversily
had been granted such an exception.
Hirsch. who with others has made 3
four-month studv of the UCLA reac-
tor and Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion records concernming i, attacked

= the university for not telling students

and professors about the radioactive
discharge
“People have 3 right not to be ex-

% posed o any radiation without their

Please Turn to Page 24, Col. 3
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Continued from Third Page . , . = ., ,

knowiledge,” he said.

He saic the documents showed a pattern of sioppy oper-
auon by "CLA and that almost every time the reactor vio-
lated [ecera! safetv rules the government b&:
sung exceptions and amendments to those rules for U

The lao =as ocerated the small reactor for unclassified
research and commercial work since 1960. It is a standard
research facility and 1S design bears littie resembiance w0
nuclear power reactors such as those at San Cmof: . and
Three Mie ltland in Pennsylvania.

It coerates adout 600 hours a year, Ostrander estimated.
and dunag naf that ume runs at full capaaity. If it were
used Lo gererate electncity it could produce about 30 ki-
lowalls, enough to Light nearly 20 homes.

Radiauon safety officials consider the beta and gamma
rays given off by the radioacuive argon-41 it produces
among the least harmful {orms of radiation

The Nuciear Regulatory C documents gath-
ered by Bricge the Gap indicate that until 1974 UCLA offi-
Clas were nol agware ‘hat the reactor was emitting argon-
41 at corcenraucns far above the maxymum allowed. The
documen:s also indicate that a manual used o adjust a
menitor that measures the radicactive gas had been lost

A federal mspector. J. B. Baird, examuned the facility last
week and fcund “nro violatons or instances of noncompli-
ance with the terms of the (reactor) license.” UCLA said.

Hirsch, however, questioned the granung of the excep-
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'"UCLA reactor
Is unsafe,
‘says group

Charges radioactive argon gas
is emutted at danger sus

By Mitch Margo
Herald Examiner stat! writer

POOR ORIiNAL

A UCLA antinuclear power group
vesterday cui'ed [or the shutdown of a
SOyearold nuclear reactor which the
group claims is emitting cancer<ausing
radioactive 2rgon gas in dangerously
tigh levels

A university organization called The
Committee 0 Bridge the Gap charged
that because of negligence by UCLA
admunistrators and the state Nuclear °
Regulatory Commussion, students and .
facuity have been subjected to the small
reactor’s Argon<l gas without knowing
it

“There are manv problems with the
reactor,” said Dan Hirsch, president of
the committee. “The four-month study
‘a masier s degree thesis) we are basing
our charges on states that because of the
way the reactor L set up. the argon gas

is flowing out of the reactor stack and complete shutdown of the reactor until

being taken in by the air conditioning
vent and circulated into the math-
sciences butlding.” The reacter is in a
building next to that building

Hirsch charged that UCLA and the
NRC have known about the problems

the university can prove there is no
danger. He also said steps can be taken
10 reduce the levels of radiation in the
‘area, but charged UCLA has said these
‘are 100 costly and not needed

UCLA officials have countered that
there is “no risk at all,” and the charges
of the committee “are just the reaction

~of an anthnuclear power group™

since 1974, “but at that time, instead of
remedying the situation, the NRC just
eased its regulations allowing the reac-
tor to continue operating.” s

A spokesman for the NRC said that
as long as the reactor is in a “restricted’
area”™ it could continue to emit the
argon gas. But Hirsch charged its
maximum emission ts 50 times that
allowed by previous NRC regulations. -

The committee showed slides which
Hirsch said illustrated that the re s punm L

:m T e o - Both the committee and the school
have 10 go into that area to be exposed ;immorwunmctorumk._' ‘
to the beta and gamma rays the argon;  But while the university said the inspec-.
gives off.” Hirsch said. “Just being on. tor did not find any violations, the
mm‘dmmm_, lmm'w maintained that the un'v.f'_
an area where there are astronomy sity does not have adequate measuring
laboratories and where students devices to determine how much argon is
for lunch — is dangerous.” being breathed by students and faculty.

Hirsch said his committee favors the Ly

Tom Collins, assistant dean of agmin-.
<istration in the School of Engineering
“and Applied Science, said the radiation
» emitted by the reactor, which operated
' for 340 hours last year, “is less than the

amount of radiation you get when you
. Bet a dental Xray" "
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plant at UCLA urged -

By DOROTHY REINHOLD®

Evenlng Outlook Statl Writer il )

An anti-nuclear group Wednesday
calledd for the shuhtnwn of a nuclear
reactor at UCLA, clalining that radioac-
Uve gas 1s being spewed into populated
areas of the Westwood campus

The Committee to Bridge the Gap
charged that argon-41 released from the
reactor's stack Is a public healthy haz-
ard. The group also said the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) consis-
tently has refused io enforce reguldtions
at the plant, thus allowing the hazard t
continue 2

Spokesmen for both the NRC and

UCLA said they do not consider the re-
actor emission to pose a health hazard

A report prepared by Bridge the Gap
stated the emissions of radioactive
argon-41 at the reactor stack are 50
limes greater than the concentration
normally permitted by the NRC, even
when the time the reactor isn’t operat-
ing is averaged in : :

Neill C. Ostrander, the reactor man-
ager, conceded it emitted 50 times the
maximum concentration of radioactive
argon normally allowed, but said the
NRC had granted the university an ex-
ceplion :

“There is no measurable public health
danger,” Ostrander said..

NRC spokesman Jim Hanchett sald a
NRC examiner made an unannounced
inspection of the reactor late last wek
and failed to detected any health or
safely problems

“Our inspector found that UCLA was
in compliance with the conditions of
their license,” Hanchett sald o

'

P w A
Tom Tugend, a spokesman for
UCLA's School of Engineering nixl Ap
plied Science which operates the reae
tor, said in response to Bridge the Gap's
conunents, “According to our own find
Ings and thie findings of the NRC, we are
well below the permissable limits set by
the NRC for this type of reactor

"“UCLA is running a sale Installa
tion," he sald. “It prides itseif on its
noled research contributions to nuclear
safety " )

Dan Hirsch, president of Bridge the
Gap, said at a press conference Wednes-
day that emissions from the stack are
fanned out by prevailing winds and
sucked into a ventilation duct on the
universily’'s nearby Math and Sciep °s
Building S, 2

Additionally, he said, the radioactive
gas endangers students using nearby
rooftop astronomy observatories, a me-

leorology laboratory, a seminar room

and the Math Science Library,

Hirsch also said the reactor stack is 17
feet too shott and that an accelerator
nozzle from a'op the stack has been re-
moved. That, coupled with a decreased

air flow tnrough the stack, is preventing |
emissions from shooting high enough |
Into the air to avoid the ventilation duct. |

he said.

Additionally, the reactor area, now |

accessible to the public, should be re-
stricted, Hirsch said

The report represented a four-month
study of the reactor, he said, and an

Turn To Page A6 ~ 77
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other report detailing other safety haz

ards will be releasesd Later by the group

Brwge the Gap has a ked the NRC to
dutt down the reactor pending resolu
tion of the safety questions raised by the
group, and has asked that public hear-
ings be ordered on the relicensing of the
reactor The license exmires in March
1980 The group has also asked to be
formally named an tntervenor in the re-
Heencimg issue

The reactor, used for tralning and re
search, went into operation in 1560 and
reached its maximum power of 100 kil
walls in 1963

A UCLA statement said the reactor Is
monitored continuously by its stalfl and
campus safety officials, and is inspected
rontinely three times a year by the
NRC

Additionally, UCLA said measure-
ments of the amount of argon sucked in
by the air intake duct on the roof of the
Math and Sciences Building — located
about 30 feet from the reactor stack
are one-eighth of the maximum con-
centration to which the general public
legally may be exposed

According to the report, once the
emissions are in the air conditioning
system, the concentrations are further
diluted to the point they are undetecta-
ble by available monitoring equipment

Jim Hanchett of the NRC said argon
was “fairly innocuous It doesn’'t con-
centr ‘e in the bodv. You breathe it in
and breathe it out It is not particularly
hazardous

“It also has a half-life of 1 8 hours, so
it 1s gone pretty quickly " he said

Hanchett said when the question of
the safety of the air duct was posed in
1975, UCLA was required to undertake a
two-vear program to measure the direct
racdiation emitted from the stack Thal
study indicated radiation levels right
outside the air duct were well below
permissible levels

But, according to Hivsch, It 1s & ques
ton of severity

I see no reason for a reactor on a
arpus of 30,000 persons, and .0 one
seens (o know just what the level of
radiation around there is.” he sald

He sald Bridge the Gap would con
template “some kind of legal action™ i
the university and the NRC do not res
pondl to the lmzr'! concerns

\«Mnmmlfy, e Nridge the Gap re
port states that nearly every time the
NRC expressed concern about the unl-
versity violating a regulation or not
complying with the reactor’s technical
specifications, the NRC eventually
changed the regulations or specifica-,
tions rather than enforcing then.

Besides raising the stack and capping
it with a nozzle, Hirsch suggested the
air duet be cemented over and rooftop
access be denied to the publie.

B . San '
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Campus reactor:
No room for error

The ghost of Three Mile Island is looming over the
campus, :

Following a four-moenth study, a local group
composed of students, alumni and Westwood residents
charged that people in two South Campus buildings are
being exposed to potentially lethal doses of radiation
Fhe group says the radioactive material, argon gas, is
being emitied by the small nucicar reactor in Boclier
Haull and 1s being blown into the Muth-Sciences Building
next door, i Sl < i

Campus officials deny the charges and dispute the
cstimates of radiation levels given by the local group,
which calls itsell the Committee to Bridge the Gap.

Uridge the Gap says the amount of argon gas escaping
the reactor is 50 times that usually allowed by the federal
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. But officials here say
both UCLA and NRC measurements indicate no health
risks to anyone. They also promise to shut down the
reactor if any danger becomes apparent,. [ _ .

There is an obvious stalemate on the issue, and
neither side presents a convincing argument. But
because the NRC has already forced changes in the 20-
year-old nuclear plant’s design because of its argon
emissions, the new charges shduld spur immediate
action. n

The reactor, which is shut down nightly, should
remain inactive until the NRC can re-measure the
amount of radioactive material released into South
Campus air. There should also be public hearings on the
issue so members of the campus community can express
their opinions about the value of an on-campus
research reactor and hear arguments from both sides in
an ohjcclivg setting : sk e v T o

s - — g & St

the wake o) the Thiee Mule iland acadent, the tull
clicets of which will remain unknown for decades.
Charges that a campus which hosts tens of thousands of
people cach day is being polluted by an undue amount
of tadiation deserve investigation. This is especially true
when qualibed crnitics are raising serious questions about
the legitimacy of radiation levels declared safe by the
NR( H 1 uin. wior ‘
I he Boston-based Committee of Concerned Scicnl!sls
and olticials of the federal Environmental Protection
Agency have pointed: out that any amount of
radioactivity raises risks of cancer and that the “safe”
NRC levels are merely “gue timates.” Further, most
experts agree that the etfects of radietion are
cumulative, which means even small doses of
radionctivity over a long period of timé can be as
destructive as a single large dose. 5 S | y
I the reactor can reasonably be declared safe after an
NRC study, it should be put back to work. The value of
researchanto peaceful uses of nuclear energy is obvious,
but this must be balanced with consideration of the
potential thrcat to the iocal area. | AT 3
An operator of the campus reactor said he believes
Three Mile Island was a “learning experience™ for the
auclear industry. We hope UCLA will not provide the
next lesson 4 i et s I8 L

LM

{ b ARttt e'? §

= b _;
o daily bruin
{0 .
- | - -
hic, -9

Y.
Unsigned editorialy represent 3 majority opinion of the Daiy Brun Eanonat
Board Al other columns lelters and arwork represent the opinion of the suthor
4nd 30 POt necessanly rafiect the view of the Editonsl Boang
Writlen matenal submidied must be lyped and triple-spaced using 1065
Typewriler margins The langth kit 1s 100 lings marimum Al matenas! musi beer
he name signalire addiess and phone number of the SUhOr names will nOt be
wiihheld No telephone numbers wil be printed The Daity Bruin reserves the
G 10 edil s enitled material and 10 deter mune its placement on the Viewpoint
pages Fubhcation = not guaranieed under sny circumsiances AN materal
submitted becomss the oroperty of the Daily Bruin. The ASUCLA
Communications Board has & medie grievance procedure lor resolving
drevances against any of its publications For a copy of the complete procedure
TOMACT the Hubticalwong othco at 112 Kerckhol! s
- S - Al

AV A% 5 Rehadinw




