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PRELIMINARY NDTIYICAIIOﬁ.OF'EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-11/78-1C

This prelimins 'notitifitxon copstitutes EARLY notice of an event of POSSIBLE
safegz or public interest significance. e ormation presented 15 as i1nitially
received without verification or evaluation and is basically all that is koown by

£ staif as o 18 date

Uctober 10, 1979

FACILITY: Virginia Electric and Power Company
North Anna Uzit 1
Docket No. 50-338
Miperal, Virginia

SUBJECT: REACTOR TRIP AND SAFETY INJECTION
Thais supplements information previously submitted in PNO-I1/79-1B.

Region II (Atlanta) has completed its investigation iato the cause of the cver
pressurization of the Volume Control Taank (VCT) and subsequent release of radio-
active gases iato the Auxiliary Building.

T2e iovestigation determined that the control switch for the VCT level control
system was not defeated at the time of the incident. Overpressurization of the
VCT was caused by lifting of the letdown line pressure relief valve, which
discharges to the VCT, when letdown flow was automatically blocked due to a hizh
level in the Borom Recovery System gas stripper. The high water level in the
225 siripper was due to the high iaflux c¢f water from the primary system wiea
isidowvn flow was reestablished. The iavestigation also determined that dus to
veluze of gas involved and the design of the radiocactive waste bandling systen,
the relesse of gas to the Auxiliary Buildiog would not have been avoided or
sigcificaztly lessened by proper connection of the vent line from the bhigh level
w2ste Lanks. L appears that two items of noncompliance occurred, both relatizg
Lo systes modifications without safety evaluations required by 10 CFR 50.3%2.
These mcdifications iovelve the periodic defeating of the VCT level control
vélve during operation and the vest line installaticn. In the former case, no
e.icecce of defeating other ccotrol switches was ideatified. Both of these
Giiiers zre being addressed in JT Circulars currently being prepared.

ticued pedia interest is expected. Regica II does not plan to issue 3 ;res:
.£2s5e; towever, the ipvestigation report 1s receiviag priority atteatis

-2 C.mozweelth of Virgincia is beiag kept informed of developmeats.

fszzoz Il {Atlazza) coscluded its iavestigationm at 5:60 p.a. on October §, 157:
-czz22t: C. Alcersea, RIT 242-5507; P. J. Kellogg, RII 242-53649
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