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Director, Office of Administration
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Ccmmission
Washington, D.C. 20555

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request for access to information and docu-
ments pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.
S 552, and the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Regulations
promulgated under the authority of tha t act, 10 C.F.R. S 9.1
et seg.

I write to request one copy each of the following
materials:

1. Unpublished study dated on or about September 14,
1965, concerning the incidence of leukemia among Utah residents
exposed to radioactive fallout from U.S. a tomic bomb tests.
For your information, this study was the subject of a January 8,
1979 Washington Post article entitled, "U.S. Ignored Atomic
Test Leukemia Link," a copy of which is attached for your con-
venience.

2. Any materials in your files in connection with
the subject matter of that study, including , without limita-
tion, any studies, memoranda, or reports, published or unpub-
lished, dated or undated, which were written before or after
September 14, 1965, and which studies or reports are concerned
with, in whole or in any part, the relationship between U.S.
atomic bomb testing or other U.S.-initiated exposures to radia-
tion, and the incidence of leukemia, cancer or any other disease
among the general public or among any segments of the world
population.

I agree to pay any reasonable fees associated with
processing this request up to twenty-five dollars. In the
event that such fees will exceed twenty-five dollars, I request
to be informed of the expected fees and the reason why they
exceed that sum.
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Directot Office of Administration
January '.1, 1979
Page Two

If you determine that any portions of the requested
materials are exempt from disclosure, I request that you re-
lease reasonably segregable nonexempt portions. I also request,
in that event, that you inform me of which exemption (s) you
believe cover the withheld materials.

Should you have any questions regarding this request,
please call me at (202) SC2-2343.

As provided for in the Freedom of Information Act, I
expect to receive a reply within ten working days of your
receipt of this request.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
,

),
lv b] - 5

John !!. B r. o , II

|| Lsl
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By Ei!! Cure / a m:. jar corttrov?rsy over whethe: A-bomb fallont-related studics, includin; this thy. '
wae.. mon * t ma wrues tests caused lechemia and cancer-were told cancer one. *

,
~

Federal health officials had cy;dence as described as " horrified" to learn from the Doth thyroid cancer and certain forms
.

carly r. 1965 t hat, c::cewive leukemia Pcst request that such an unpublished of Icukem!a can be caused by rhdiation+

deaths were occurring amor.; 1,tch icsi-*

it,dy cxisted- but raay take years to occur after expo-
~

dents expwed to rr.ch,3c:ive 1:d!out from*

U.S. atomic banib tests, ai:cordin;t to duca. As a rcsult, IIEW Sceretary Joseph A. sure to rr.dtuact:.ye mr.terirl.
,

nients obtained by T:te Wr. shin ; ton Post. Califano has ordered a scarch of fe'cral L ee than 80 aboveground nuelcar ,
' But the U.S. Pub!!c Health Service ap- health files for any other studies on ad. wes ons tests weca conducted at the Neva. i

parently 1:nored the findings of one of verso health in Utah, and their disclosure sh 1 oving Groun-is from Ic.31 until the
its own investigators and withheld his lo the pubh.c.

*. atomic ?? sting went underground in 1962. 6
study, which cited the leukemia v!ctinis, Some OJ to 2d of tue tests sent radioactive

in ' he fa!1out area. Indeed, another federal study, uncom.
t fal:out into arcas of Utah populated by ," extended reWdenec

a

* \ The len';-furactten anci unpublished p!cted, exists. It shows. according to the thausands of residents. They were re-
_

<tudy. dattd Fcpt. 14,1963. w .s rc:1uested man who conducted it, a cor.tinual in- pcated!y ast.ure l that the fa' lout posed no -

and obtained under the' Frcede,m of In. crease in thyroid cancer among Utah rest. health hazard, and even through the 19C03
.

*

dents during the period 10 through lfrJD
-about the t2me that ...ueral officials are . leukemia and cancer victims were re-

fcrmation Act,

Officials of the Denartment of Health.
Education and Welfarc-now involv'd in said to have " lost interest ** in continuing - See RADIATION, A1, Col.1
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P- FMSImoredLeukemiaLiskinV estern -Testse :
RADIATION, From Al was denaty chief of the Population conclusive althoue.h it raised, appar- monitoring -Iost inte.c>t* and healthStudies Program for the Pl!S Uhi- entP; for the first time, the question studies stop,wd. cecording to Dan

'

huffed in claims th:t fallout caused.

their diseases. sivo of 1;:.diological J!calth, ca:cula,1- of escessive leukemia deaths in the IIoffman, una h'ad gathered addi-Xudcar testing officia's maintained ed that amon;: the D.000 residents

that the claimants could not hase re-
on!y 19 c*ases of leukemia shouL' havc fallaut zone. Ifc said the possibility of t ocal thyrc!d cancer data for EPA to,

a link to radioactive fallout should upd:tc Weiss' carlier thyroid study.
,

occurred.cerved enou::h fa!!out to trigger their have been pursued then.
allnesses. Nue! car off: cia?s have al- More significantly, he found that in Iloffman Icft Et A and tcturned to thei

,

ways man.tained that the atmospheric IS!9 ;nd %C0 seven pcopic in the two Apparent 1r it was not. Atomic En. Bureau of !!adiological IIca!!h, which
ergy Ccmmission offic!als criticized :s now a part of the Food and Drug

yts were con ucted safely,:nd tm;t ccuctis ucre dia r.osed 05 h '. vin g the pr.per internally, citing the rela- Adnu,m,str: tion..

3 u.c Icuhmia - five ut them cin'd- tively few cases. Ecsides Weiss' leukemia stu dy,
' .1ere wasn't c.nougn fdout cutsfac .

g the testing g:cunds to cause health ren nd teen-agers,"cho are most vul- The caly subsequer' leukemia stud. other documents obtained under thenerab:c to rome radio:ctive c!cments. les in the fa!!out zouc were done by Freedom of Information Act revent
'

e - ih. the 10 5 7i blia

,. study san. }.ew so;*c IIealth Servic Weiss sc.id there was no evidence to cther t.~encies in two Iron County that Utah officials detected unusualu ,

isticated or dc. link these seven cases to la!Iout expo. towns, Parowan and P:rar,onah.Thcre occurrences of birth defects in the; t ai'ed, fallout measurc:nents werc . g ' studies made no connection to radia. fallou,t are s. Birth defcets in Iron and
.

.. .nsGe in populated creas unti! ,103a .e pos$s~ tics c".;,',vther en .ironw-,n. tion because health inverti*ators were Washmaton countics reached what' E u' e aho raised*-
i -wc 1 afte' som ' cf the "d -" cst" .

{.z !.cWng ;t the possiSility of radia.
n

, was described as a '' marked peak" in
".

p r.u,fac study, conducted by Edward S.I;I C,ontaa nants o f:m li:1 disabili.t! car test blasts. :ca navan causcd a o .tbrc k o leu- 1933
d.c s. Ife 1%e t , iona an ecn ng.. ,

,

J. 'WCis3. fcund that from 1950 ta 1954 um; study of Icukem:a in tah and W~ te" for Disease
Conb"ol cfileiS1 who$tuc!ied the leuke.

dinary peak" for birth defcets occur-
.there were 23 leukenla deaths in the NC' d3', ,

red in 1902 in three counties to thep youthwest Utah countics of W;shing- ' Weiss, who is now retire-! acknowl- . m!a clusters north - Juab,31illcrd and Teaver.
. ~ ton and Iron. Weiss, who at the time

edged last week thn Ins study was In- . wc;ss.lth,
'

IIca himself, ..ad review d Through other records, The Wash-e
paper in 100G rnd also called

i attentio:. to the childhood leukemia of
in;: tun Po:t treted an extraordinary

-

pattern of discane amont: two disters1939 G3 cited by Weiss. "To my w.y of in Nevada and their cou>fn in Utah in
'. thinking." he said in ISCO, ''the barden places where fallout regularly dusted |
' of proof lies with the person who ' the meadows and cattic teed.
chooses to i~nore them as merely Kenneth Lamoreaux.15, who drank.

.

chance events." raw milk 1 rom his family's cow in Par.
Meanwhile. Weiss became involved agonah, was diagnosed as h:. vin gin tuo thyroid studies in the fallout acutc Icukemia on Aug.14. IDGJ. Onea rea s.

of the childhood cases cited by Weiss,One fou'1d an increase in thyroid Kenneth was dead within 10 days.
.

c:.ncer throu;;h 1902. It was inconclu. On July 18, IDS't, his cousin Theroldsivc; nevertheless,it was published in Stewart, who ha? rown up in Tempi-
#

1G57. ' ute, Nev , died o, ukemia et n' e 23The other found no increases in thy- Tempiute is 45 n. northeast of the
-

roid abnorm:Jitics among a sc ccted testing ; rounds, sua ner doctor attr.b-
*

group cf school children who lived in uted her fatal disease to being burned
the f ar.out area. Despite that study's . by radioactive fal:out while walkingscecto limitations, which uetc Ock. to schout in the car;y 1G30s.*

nowledged at the time, it was also
published and br, repeatedly been re- IIer sister. LaRue Cook. now 43 and*

; Ucd on' by nuMcar testing cfficir.Is as living in north Las Vc;:as, remembers
how.the fam!!y would stand in theevidence of the safety of the A bomb door of their Tempiuto mounta!nside*

''tcsts.
home aad witness bissts that turned

*

With the conclusion of the thyroid ^ dawn into bright daylight and shook-

studics in 1971, the Envircnment.! the ground with cr:shing thunder..

Protection Agency, which had as-*

Last summer har malignant thyroidsurned responsibility for radiation gland was remw.ed.
.
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