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January 16, 1979

Director, Oflice of Administration
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Ccummission
Washington, D.C. 20555

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request for access to information and docu-
ments pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, and the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Regulations
promulgated under the authority of that act, 10 C.F.R. § 9.1

et seq.

I write to request one copy each of the following
materials:

1. Unpublished study dated on or about September 14,
1965, concerning the incidence of leukemia among Utah residents
exposed to radioactive fallout from U.S. atomic bomb tests.
For your informatinn, this study was the subject of a January 8,
1979 Washington Post article entitled, "U.S. Ignored Atomic
Test Leukemia Link," a copy of which is attached for your con-
venience.

2. Any materials in your files in connection with
the subject matter of that study, including, without limita-
tion, any studies, memoranda, or reports, published or unpub-
lished, dated or undated, which were written before or after
September 14, 1965, and whick studies or reports are concerned
with, in whole or in any part, the relationship between U.S.
atomic bomb testing or other U.S.-initiated exposures to radia-
tion, and the incidence of leukemia, cancer or any other disease
amony the general public or among any segments of the world
population.

I agree to pay any reasonable fees associated with
processing this request up to twenty-five dollars. In the
event that such fees will exceed twenty-five dollars, I request
to be informed of the expected fees and the reason why they
exceed that sum.
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if you determine that any portions of the requested
materials are exempt from disclosure, I request that you re-
lease reasonably segregable nonexempt portions. I also request,
in that event, that you inform me of which exemption(s) you
believe cover the withheld materials.

Should you have any questions regarding this request,
please call me at (202) 2{2-2343.

As pro§ided for in the Freedom cof Information Act, I
expect to receive a reply within ten working days of your
receipt of this request.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Qf“f Br,/; Aad

John M,
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Federal health officiuls had evidence as
early as .1965 that excessive leukemia
deaths were ocewiring among '..'t.;'» Vsl
donts exposed Lo racioactive tallout {from
U.S. atomice homb tests, according to docu-
ments obizined by The Washin ;zon Post.

But the U.S. Public Health Service ap-
parently 1~noncd the findings of one ot
its own investigators and withheld his
study, which cited the leukemia victims'
woxtended residence” ir the [alloul wrea.

The long-furgotten ana uapublished
suucly, dated Sept. 14, 1963, was reguested
and obtained under the Freedom of In-
fermation Act.

Officials of the Devwartment of Health,
Education and Welfare—now involv<d in
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a mojor controversy over wiictiher A-bomb
tests caused Jeuliemia and cancer—were
deseribed as “horrificd” to iearn from the
Post request that such an unpublished
study existed.

As a result, HEW Sccretary Jeseph A,
Califano has ordered a secrch of federal
health files for any other studies on ad-
versc health in Utah. and their disclosure
1o the publie.

Indeod, another federal study, uncom-

pleted, exists. It shows, according to the
m:m who conducted it, a continual ‘in-

case in thyroid cancer among Utah resi-
dcms during the period = :8 through 1639
—about the time that .ueral officials are
said to have “lost interest” in continuing

Lemia Link

fallont-related studies, including this thy
T0id cancer ore.

Both thyroid caacer and certain forms
oi leukemia can be caused by radiation

but may take years to ocvcur after expo- -

sure 10 radwoactive matericl,
More than &0 zhoveground nuclear

wea . ons tests weee coaducted at the Neva '
¢ Y-oving Grounds from 1931 until the
atomie ":sung went undorground in 1962, ¢

Some 20 to 26 of the tests sent radioactive
fallout into areas oi Utah populated by
thousands of residents. They were re-
peated!y assurerd thai the fallout posed no
health hazard, and even through the 1960s

. leukemia and cancer victims were re-

See RADIATION, A4, Col. 1

-



LR R AR Y

RADIATION, From A1

Luffed in claims that fallout caused

their dJiseases.

Nuclear testing officials maintained
that the claimants could not have re-
ceived cnough fallout to trigaer their
illnesses. Nuclear officials have al.
Wavs maintained that the atmospheric
Csls were conducted safely, and that
there wasa't cnouga faullout cutside
the lesting grounds to cause health
proLlems,

But the 1963 Public Health Service
study said “few sophisticated or de-
tailed™ fallout measurements were
-aace in populated arcas until 1035
—well after some of the “dirtiast”
Luclear test Llasts,

L+ The study, conducted by Edwarc S,
Weiss, found that frem 1550 to 1964
ithere were 22 leukemia deaths in the

* Southwest Utah counties of Washing-

201 and Iren. Weiss, who at the time

was depaty chief of the Population
Studies Program for the PUIS Divi
sion of LadioloZical Health, calculat.
ed that among the 20.600 residents
only 19 cases of leukemia should have
occurred.

More significantly, he found that in
1650 and 1060 seven peaple in the two
countics were diagrosed os having
acule leuskemia — five of them emld-
ren and teon-agers, who are most vul-
nerable to some radiozetive elements.

Weilss said there was no evidence to
link these seven cases to fallout CXpo-
sure “berond the fact of extended res-
idence in the area” Dut he also raised
the possinilitios of “gther eavironmens
tal contaminants or familial disabili-
uces.” Ie urged additional and contin.
uing study of leukemia in Utah and
Nevada. .

Weiss, who is now retire?, acknowl
edged last week that his study was in-

conclusive although it raised, appar
ent! for the first time, the quostion
of excessive Jeukemia deaths in the
fallout zone. e said the possibility of
a link to radioactive fallout should
have been pursued then.

Apparently it was not, Atomic En-
ergy Commission officials eriticized
tiic paper internally, citing the rela-
tively few cases.

The only subsequer . leukemia stud-
fes in the fallout zouc were cdone by
cther zzencies in two lron County
‘towns, Parowan and Paragonah. Those

iudies made no connection to radia-
tion tocause healtn investizatoss weoe
not laoking st the possibility of radia-
ticn having caused an o tbreak of leu-
ket there, according o Dr. Clark
W, Ileath Jr, a Ceater for Discase
Control official who studied the leuke-
mia ¢clusters
Y Mealth, himsel, ..ad reviewed
Weiss' paper in 1966 »nd also called
fattention to the childhood leukemia of

* 193560 cited by Weiss. “To my way of

thinking.” he said in 16C8, “the turden
of proof lies with the person who
choeses to igZnore them as merely
chance events.”

Meanwhile, Weiss became involved
in two thyroid studies in the fallout
areas.

One found 2n increase in thyroid
cancer through 1862, It was inconclu-
sive; nevertheless, i was published in
1567,

The other found no increases in thy-
roid abrormalities amonz a selected
group of school children who lived in
the faliout arca. Despite that study's
scvere limitations, which were ack-
nowledged at the time, it was also

+ Ppubdlished and has repeatedly been re-

lied on by nue'ecar testing officials as
evidence of the salety of the A-bomb
tests,

With the conclusion of the thyroid
siudics in 1971, the Environment.!
Prowection Agency, which had as-
sumed responsibility for radiation

. PHS ignored Leunkemia Link in Western A-Tests

" ute, Nev., died o

monitoring, “lost intcoest” and health

studies stopped. 2ccording to Dan
Hoffman, wud had gathered addi-

tonal thyreld cancer data for EPA 10
update Weiss' carlier thyroid study,
Hoifman left FA and returned to the
Burcau of Radiological Health, which

s now a part of the Food and Drug
Administration.
Besides  Wreiss'  leukemia study,

other documents obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act reveal
that Utah officials dotected unusual
occurrences of birth defects in the
fallout areas, Birth defects in Jron and
Washington countics reachod what
was deseribed as a “marked pcax” in
1638.

\What was deserihed as an “extraor.
" dinary peak” for birth defects weeur-
red in 1562 in three counties to the
north — Juah, Millard and Teaver.

Through other records, The Wash.
inpton Post traced an extravrdinary
pattern of discase among two sisters
in Nevada and their cousin in Utah in
places where fallout regulavly dusted

" the meadows and cattle feed.

Kenneth Lamorcaux, 13, who drank
raw milk from his family's cow in Par-
agonah, was diagnosed as having
acule leukemia on Auy. 14, 1960, One
of the childhoed cases cited by Woiss,
Kenneth was dead within 10 days,

On July 18, 1933, his cousin Therold

tewart, who ha* ~rown up in Tempi-
ukemia at aze 235,
Tempiute is 43 n. nortkesst of the
testing crounds, aid ner doctor attr, b
uted her fatal discase 1o being burned
by radicactive fallout while walking
to schoo! in the eariy 1530s. .

Her sister, LaRue CooXk, now 43 and
living in north Las Vezas, remembers
how .the family would stand in the
door of their Tempiute mountainside
home and witress blasts that turned
dawn into bright daylight and shook
the ground with erashing thunder.
Last summer her malignant thyroid

+gland was remc . od.
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