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Mr. Louis S. Wall
Chief, Western Office of

Review and Compliance
Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation
1522 K Street, NW
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Wall:

As a result of your letter to us of November 11, 1974, and supplemented
by your letter of September 15, 1977, we requested that, prior to
initiation of construction on transmission lines, Gulf States Utilities,
the applicant in the River Bend project conduct a comprehensive survey
to identify any archaeological and historical resources which may be
affected. The transmission line corridor survey was the last remaining
element of the review, since the plant site itself was previously
surveyed and approved by the State of Louisiana. This was indicated
by a letter of March 7,1973, from Jay R. Broussand, State Liaison
Officer for Historic Preservation. A copy of this letter is reproduced
as Appendix C to the N V Tinal Environmental Statement dated
September 1974.

There were three factors which had a delaying effect on the conduct
of the surveys by Gulf States Utilities. The first was a delay of
one and a half years in the issuance of the construction permit.
Althcugh the Limited Work Authorization, which authorized certain
limited preconstruction site preparation activities was granted
in September 1975, the Construction Permit for the River Bend Station
was not issued until March 1977.

The second delaying factor was the decision by the utility in March 1977
to postpone completion of River Bend Unit 1 by two years, followed by
a decision in May 1978 to postpone Unit 1 an additional year, and to
indefinitely defer Unit 2. These decisions resulted in suspensten of
the construction activities on the project after the initial clearing
and excavation program on the plant site. Consequently, with the
exception of the work necessary to maintain the integrity of the
excavation, other work came to a virtual standstill.

The third delaying factor was the decision by Gulf States Utilities, made
early in 1977, to change the routes of the trar,smission line corridors
originally proposed for the project.

DU4060iGo
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Mr. Louis S. Wall -2-

In spite of the delays the utility diligently pursued the surveys. This
is evident from the turvey chronology (Enclosure 1). licwever, the

urgency to complete the surveys was relieved by the fact that the
actual construction of the lines, which had been scheduled to start
several years following initiation of plant construction, was delayed
by an additional three years as discussed above.

The final survey reports and letters giving final clearance to all
transmissian line routes from the Division of Archaeology and Historical
Preservation, State of Louisiana, were transmitted by Gulf States
Utilities to us on March 6, 1979. Enclosure 2 is a copy of this
informa tion.

We regret the delay in response to your letter, however, we have been
waiting for the results of the surveys to include with our reply.
We trust that the enclosed information meets the requirements of
36 CFR 800.

Sincerely,

,/

Harold R. Denton, Director
- Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:
As stated
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GSU contemplated changes to the transmission routes (Route B) for River
Bend as stated in the ER. (late 1976)

GSU initiated an environmental assessment of the proposed change to Route B.
(report submitted by Dr. Noble (LSU) dated January 17, 1977)

GSU requested a permit f rom U. S. Army Corps of Engineers fer Mississippi
River tower crossing (location as defined in changed Route B) -
letter dated July 18, 1977

U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers letter to GSU transmitting two letters of
comment on the request for the River Crossing Towers. One of the letters
was from Mr. Hartwig of the State of Louisiana Dept. of Culture,
Recreation, and Tourism - State Ristoric Preservation Of fice. (Corps
of Engineers letter Bated August 30, 197S)

GSU letter to Mr. Hartwig stating that GSU would perform an adequate en-
vironmental assessment of proposed changes which would include an
archaeological survey. (letter dated September 23, 1977)

GSU discussion with Dr. Neuman (LSU Archaeology) about conducting a sur-
vey of known archaeological and/or historical sites where the changes
were proposed. (Getober 13, 1977)

GSU received a letter f rom Dr. Neu=an (LSU) identifying 3 known and 2 pur-
ported sites in the.vacinity of the entire lengths (including changes)
of all our transmission routes (i.e. routes A, B, C, D, & E as iden-
tified in the ER). (letter dated October 20, 1977)

CSU received the Corps of Engineers Permit #LMNOD-SP (Miss. River) 990 for
the Mississippi River tower crossings. (letter dated October 25, 1977)

GSU received a second letter from Dr. Neuman (LSU) on the 3 known sites
via his literature search. (letter dated November 1, 1977)

GSU meeting with Dr. Neuman (LSU) at LSU requesting that Dr. Neuman visit
the sites he had identified and judge whether these sites are affected
by the proposed routes. (meeting dated Dece=ber 5,1977)

GSU letter from Dr. Neuman (LSU) stating that Neuman visited the sites and
that the proposed routes do not represent an adverse impact.
(December 12, 1977)

CSU =eeting with State Historic Preservation Office (represented by Mr.
Tooth) to discuss CSU's archaeology survey. (February 2, 1978)

--

State Historic Preservation Office letter to GSU requesting that GSU perform
an archaeological and historical site survey as per the requirecents
of 36 CFR S00. (letter dated February 3,1978)

5.-
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GSU meeting with Dr. Neuman (LSU) to discuss scope of work for 36 CFR 300
archaeological and historic site survey (February 27, 1978)

GSU contracted with Dr. Neuman (LSU) to perform 36 CFR SCO archaeological
'

and historic site survey for the entire lengths of all the transmission
routes with proposed changes. (March 31, 1978)

Dr. Neuman submittal to GSU of survey for route B and related changes.
(dated June 7, 1978)

Dr. Neuman submittal to GSU of survey for recaining routes and proposed
changes (Routes A, C, D, & E) - (dated August 15, 1978)

,

' GSU teeting with Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism
Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (Mr. Hartwig and
Mr. Tooth) to present and discuss GSU surveys done by Dr. Neuman.
(caeting dated August 31, 1978)

Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation letter (Mr. E. Bernard
Carrier) to GSU transmitting comments (letters dated September 21 and
22, 1978)

,

GSU response to Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation ' letter
dated February 5, 1978)

GSU letter to NRC (Regan) transmitting the GSU transmission route,
archaeological surveys, and letters from the State of Louisiana and
GSU's responses. (March 6, 1979)

,
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March 6, 1979

REG - 6196
File G9.5

Mr. W. H. Regan, Chief
Environmental Projects Branch
Division of Site Safety and Environmental Analysis
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

River Bend Station Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos. 50-458, 50-459

Transmission Lines - Archaeolociqal and Historical Sites

Dear Mr. Regan:.

In our letter dated March 16, 1978, Gulf States Utilities
stated that it would provide the NRC with copies of the
archaeological and historical site surveys resulting f rom proposed
changes to the transmission routes associated with the River Bend
Station. In this regard, attached for your information are the
archaeological and historical site surveys resulting from the
proposed changes to the River Bend transmission routes (see
Enclosure 1). Also attached are the ccaments Gulf States re-
ceived on these surveys from the Louisiana Department of Culture,
Recreation, and Tourism, Division of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation in letters dated September 21 and 22, 1978 (see
Enclosure 2), and Gulf States' response to the Division of'

Archaeology and Historic Preservation by letter dated February
5, 1979 (see Enclosure 3).

Sincerely,

J./. .

L. L. Humphreys
Senior Vice President.

Engineering and Construction

RJR/=b

Enclosures

i
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OF THE GULF STATE UTILITIES

TR/dSMISSION LINE RIGHT-0F-UAYS, LOUISIANA

:

During the months of May, June and July,1978, research was

conducted to determine whether any ' cultural resources would be en .

dangered by the proposed construction relative to the above-titled

| project. The right-of-ways covered in this report include: Line 752,

routes A, and D and Line'352., routes C and E. These lines will origi-
,

nate at the River Bend installation in West Feliciana Parish and will
'

.

terminate at the McKnight Switching Station and Jaguar Substation,

respectively. .The proposed routes are shown in detail on Map I
_ _

whi.ch is included with this report. .

_

Survey Methodolocy
- - -

- - The investigations were conducted in two phases. The initial
~

phase involved archival resear.c to determine whether any prehistoric
.

_

- or historic archaeological deposits or significant, architectural

structures had been recorded or reported in the study area. In.
~

. .

addition to consulting the National Register of Historic Places,

the archaeological files and map library at Louisiana State University,

the records and maps of the State Division of Archaeology and Historic
.

-

Preservation, and the State Archives and Records Commission were

examined also. In the course of research, one area pertinent to

this survey was found to be listed on the National Register of

Historic Places. The area, listed in the Register as " Port Hudson

Battlefield" is also a National Historic Landmark and it will be

.

* e

- esp.. .w.< mex-.- - - . -um u -mw.. .-.,me -. -- . . .. . - ,w . m em



2.

discussed later in this report. One known prehistoric site, the

Riddle ftunds, is located in the general area around Thcmpson

Creek, but it is not within the impact area.

The seccnd phase of investigation involved intensive survey on

fcot and via field vehicle. Subsurface test'ing was done in those
,

areas of high probability for . site location, i.e., ridges, stream
.

terraces and river crossings. As a check for sampling bias, subsurface

tests were also placed in low probability areas. As a result,

testing was done in all types of terrain covered by the proposed

tran: mission line right-of-ways.
.

- t

Survey Results *
.

.

The field survey recorded eight locations of archaeological

significance within the proposed right-of-way expansions. These

areas were revisited by the survey crew acd their loca*. ions, within

the right-of-way, were verified in the company of pecsonnel from

Gulf States Utilities and the r_ight-of-way flaggir.g crew. Of these

locatior.s, two are prehistoric manifestations and .he remaining six

are historic sites. Thair location and description are outlined

below and are shown on U.S.G.S. topographical quadranges included

with this report (Maps 2 and 3).

Site #1
.

Location: T3S, R2W, west-central portion of Section 75.

Description: Site is situated on a ridge overlooking Louisiana
'

Highway !61, approximately 3/4 of a mile south of

Thompson Creek and 10 metars north of an existing

,

_. _ , _ . - . - . _ . . . . . - . . . . . , . ~ . . . . - .. ..-.-. . . . . . . . _ , . _ , , ,,_,,
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gas pipeline right-of-way. Subsurface tests
,

yielded in, situ lithic debitage of local river

gravels. The area of occupatien is approxicately

17 meters.

Artifacts: Eight worked, small, stone flakes of local gravels.

Site #2 -

Location: T3S, R1W, north-central portion of Section 78. -

~.

Description: Site is' situated on the right bank of Little Sandy
.

Creek and approximately 1/2 mile north of Louisiana

Highway !964. Subsurface tests yielded seven.
.

-

.

plain, potsherds. The area of occupation is approxi-
.

mately three-four meters.

Artifacts : Seven plain, clay-tempered potsherds.

' Site #3

Location: T4S R2W, north-central ' portion of irregular Section 62.

Description: Civil War breastwork approximately two meters in

height an'd'15 meters long. It is situated south of

an unnamed stream which flows into P7rt Hickey

Landing and west of Gulf States Uti'.ities existing

t ansmission line right-of-way.

Artifacts : none.

Site #4 -

Location: T45, R2W, SW 1/4 of irregular Section 60.

Description: Civil War breastwork approximately three meters in
.

height and 150 meters long. The breastwork is

- - - - . - - - - -. . - . - . - _ - - _ . . _ - -___. - - - . .
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situated south of Gulf States Utilities existing-

'

transmission line right-of-way and runs northeast

to southwest.

Artifacts: ncne.
' '

Site #5

Location: T45, R2W, SW 1/4 of. irregular Section 60.

Description: Civil War breastwork approximately three meters in

height and 25 meters long. The breastwork is

- situated southeast of the turn in Gulf States

Uti?ities existing transmission line right-of-way,
.

south of Sandy Creek.'

.

~

Actifacts: none.

Site #6

Location: T45, R2W, SW 1/4 of irregular Section 60.

Description: Civil War breastwork approximately four meters in

_ _ height and 40 meters long. The~ breastwork is

situated southeast of the turn in Gulf States -

Utilities existing transmission line right-of-way

and 3/4 of a mile south of Sandy Creek.

Arti facts: none.

Site #7
~ '

. Location: T4S, R2W, flW portion of irregular Section 60'.

Description: Civil War breastwork situated on top of a ridge

approximately 300 meters souih of Sandy Creek and

west of Gulf States Utilities existing transmission

.

__.._.___l_ _ _ . _ _ . . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ . _ _ _ . _ . . _ , _ _ _ _ _ - _ . . . . _ _ . . . . _ . .
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line right-of-way. During the Civil Ue- this
,

area tras known as Ccmmissary liill.

; Arti facts: none.

Site #8

Location: T45, R2W, cast-cer. tral portion of irregular Section 43.

Description: Riddle family cemetery is located within Gulf States
.

; Utilities existing transmission line right-of-way,
i .

' approximately 1/2 mile northeast of Salvation Church

and one mile north of Louisiana Highway #964.

Artifacts: none. ~

The prehistoric and historic sites 16cated during this survey are
.

but a few of the large number of known archaeological sites within
,

this region. These sites attest to the presence of peoples during the

prehistoric and historic eras and include earthen mounds, campsites,
'

forts, villages and housesites. All of these varying archaeological

mani.festations span the entire centinuum of human occupation, in the

State, from th'e end of the Pleistocene to Historic times. Outlined

below is a sur.. nary of the regional, prehistoric, cultural periods.

1. Paleo-Indian. 10,000 B.C.--6000 B.C.

Diagnostic traits: Lanceolate, stcne, projectile points with or
without flutes extending up the long axis of the po.nts. The
fluting may be unifacial or bifacial. '

Basis for Temporal Placement: Assignments based upon point
typologies, geo16gic and paleontologic correlations and radio-
carbon dates from the Avery Island site, Iberia Parish.

Subsistence Economy: Hunters and gatherers. Excavated sites
reveal artifacts tentatively assigned to strata containing
bone of extinct Pleistocene fauna.

.

!e e
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Settlement Pattern: Archaeological d2 posits are indicative of
small, temporary campsites.

; 2. ' Archaic. 6000 B.C.--500 B.C.
I

i Diagnostic Traits: Medium to large, triangular projectile points
having varicusly-shaped bases with or without notch.ed side
edges, chipped stone scrapers, knives, drills, gravers, micro-
blades, ground stone beads, celts, plummets, gorgets, effigies
and steatite vessels. Antler atlatl hooks, bone awls, shell
ornaments and Poverty Point taxed clay objects. Artifacts of
exotic raw material are most commonly associated with Poverty
Point ccmponents.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Projectile point typologies and
radio-carbon dates.

Subsistence Economy: Hunters and gatherers. No physical evidence
'

of horticulture.
! -

I Settlement Pattern: The enormous earthworks at the Poverty Point-

site, West Carroll . Parish, comprised of a mound and concentric,- -

semicircular ridges. A low, demed, earthen tumulus was tested
on Avery Island; also several campsite deposits in the Lake
Pontchartrain area. At the Monte Sano site, East Baton Rouge
Parish, excavations revealed remains of a structure having a
square floor pattern.

3.. Tcheruncte. 500 B.C.--A.D. 250

Diagnnstic Traits: The first major introduction of pottery.
Vessels are conical with multiform, tetrapodal bases. Incised,
brushed, punctated and stamped decorative motifs appear on the,

vessel body and rim exterior. Also introduced are decorated,
tubular, clay pipes. -Stone, bone and shell implements and
baked clay objects are t ammon and similar to these of the
Archaic Period, but not nearly as plentiful, variable or as
ornate. .

Basis for Temporal Placement: Stratigraphic excavations and radio-
carbon dates.

Subsistence Economy: Hunters and gatherers. Indications of horti- '
culture from the Tchefuncte deposit at the Morton Shell Mound,c
Iberia Parish.

'

Settlement Pattern: Sites predominate in the marsh areas of
- southern Louisiana and are characterized by shell middens.

Inland sites consist of middens and perhaps icw, domed, earthen
mounds containing primary flexed and secondary human interments
associated with sparse amounts of artifacts. Some evidence
of light-poled structures having an oval floor pattern.

.

.- . . 2
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4. Marksville. *A.D. 250--A.D. 700

Diagncstic Traits: New pottery types ccmprised of bculs, gicbular
and jar-shaped vessels elaborately decorated on the exterior
with punctated, incised and stamped motifs. Vessels also
decorated with red pigment and stylized zocmorphic motifs.
Stone and ceramic plationa pipes and effigies. Artifacts of
exotic raw materials including ccpper, quartz crystals,
asphaltum and galena.

.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Ceramic typology, stratigraphic
tests, extensive excavations and radiocarbon dates.

. 's
Subsistence Economy: !Tunters and gatherers. A single instance

of corn and squash purported from the Marksville site, Avoyelles
Parish. .

Settlement Pattern: One ex'.ensive occupation, the Marksville site,
-consists of a group of earthen mounds within a semicircular
ridged, earthen wall. Demed mounds contain a central platform
for the disposal of the dead. Human interments, both primary ,

and secondary, are deposited along with a selected quantity
of pottery, stone, bone, shell and copper funerary offerings.
Other sites consist of middens and/or mounds lacking enclosures.
Evidence.of a possible house struc.ture, rectangular in plan
with a semisubterranean floor, was exposed at the Marksville
site.

5. .Troyville-Coles Creek. A.D. 700-A.D.1100

Diagnostic Traits: New ceramic typologies, clay tempered pottery
and new decorative designs. Elbow-shaped clay pipes, ear spools
and mealing stones. Near the end of this pericd the prepon- -

derance of small, finely chipped projectile points is indicative
of the introduction of the bow and arrow, whereas previously
the atlatl' predominated.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Ceramic typology, stratigraphic
tests, extensive excavations and radiocarbon dates.

Sub'sistence Economy: Theoretically, an agricultural base with
native and trcpical cultigens, supplemented by hunting and .

gathering.

Settlement Pattern: Characteristically, three large, pyramidal,
compound mounds oriented around an cpen plaza. Houses with
rectangular or oval floor patterns. Meunds of the Troyville
site, Catahoula Parish, were surrounded by a rectangular ditch
and earthen wall enclosure. Multiple primary and secondary
human interments, generally without artifactual association,
are common in the mounds.

.

- . - - - - - . _ . . - - . - - - . _ _ . . - - . - _ . . . , _ . _ _ . - - .. - _ .- . .
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6. fjississiopian. A.D. llc 0--Historic Period

; Diagnostic Traits: t'ew ceramic typolcgies, shell tempered pottery,'

effigy vessels, new decorative motifs, strap handles, effigy
pipes and car spools. Late in the period native artifacts
are found in association with European trade material. ''Scuthe rn
Cult" items are also present.

Basis for Temporal Place' ment: Ceramic typ' ology, stratigraphic
~

tests and ethno-historic documentation. Included are sites
of the Plaquemine Period.

Subsistence Economy: Corn, squash and bean agriculture supplement
.

by hunting and gathering.

Settlement Pattern: Large, compound, pyramidal mounds oriented
around an open plaza. Mounds may have stepped ramps. Round,
rectangular and square house floor patterns with and without
wall trenches. Scma villages sur. rounded by a wooden palisade.
Secondary, single and multiple human bundle burials occur in
the mounds - primary . extended and flexed human inter:nents are-

also present. -

.

Historic Era

The most significant locale to be traversed by the proposed

pransrission lines is that surrounding Port Hudson. The original

town of Port Hudson (1832-1862), located along the banks'of the

Mississippi River, served as a station for the Louisiana Railway

and flav,igation Ccapany Rail Line. A railroad, running 21.5 miles

from Clinton to Port Hudson was ccmpleted in 1840; one of the first

to reach the Mis,sissippi River in the United States. The town

prospered with increases in railroad and steamboat activity due to

. expanded agricultural productivity in the hinterlands. Cotton was
'

the most important agricultural product. In 1852 the town was

incorporated and enjoyed centinued prosperity until the advent of

the Civil War (Brown,1936).

.

.

?
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This area ws also the scene of one of the bloodiest battles of

the Civil War. The first serious clash occurred around t'ay 24, 1863,

thereby beginning a seige which lasted 43 days with 6000 Confederate

trcops defending the area against more than 30,000 Union troops.

The Confederate army inflicted heavy casualties on the Union invaders,

but with the fall of Vicksburg,'the last hope for Confederate control

of the Mississippi River was lost and Port Hudson surrendered July 9,i

! N
1863(Bonham,1967).

.

Today a large area of land surrounding the battlefield proper has
~

been acquired by the State with plans for a State Commemorative Area
,

underwayt In addition, a memorial cemetery with markers to unknown
.

Confederate soldiers has been erected in the area to the west of the

proposed right-of-way and a flational Cemetery, south of the battlefield

area is also in existence. The area represents great historical

significance and should be protected and preserved. During the survey

through the Port Hudson environs rampant vandalism was noted, pa' ticu-r

larly around the Civil War breastworks and the old Port Hudson cemetery.

Reccmmendations'

The construction of transmission lines, in general, is not as

destructive to archaeological resources as other types of ccnstruction
'

projects, such as highways and reservoirs. fionetheless , Smith (1977)

has outlined several impacts of transmission lines that are applicable

to this survey.

__
_. - . _ . . - _ _ . _ . _ . _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ . . _ _ . _ . .
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1. The mechanicsl clearing of right-of-ways generally results in a

great deal of soil movement, i.e. , brush moving cnd stump removal
1

| and promotes erosion in susceptible areas, i.e., sicpes.

2. Seccndly, the constru: tion of access roads and the movement of

vehicles and heavy treaded equipment for transport and erection of

| p,cwer pole structures can cause disturbance of up to two feet or

more in depth. ~

3. The excavation of structure placement affects only a small amount -

of the right-of-way due to their fairly small size and long distance

between towers. .

4. Clearing operations to maintain the right-of-way cause minimal,
.

direct disturbance.
.

As noted above, transmission line, right-of-way construction does

cause a significant impact upon the landscape and can disturb or destroy
,

archaeological resources, particularly shallow, stratified sites.

Of the areas of archaeological significance outlined earlier in this -

report, six sites (!3-8) were found to be within the proposed right-of-

way when visited by the survey team, Gulf States Utilities personnel

and the right-of-way flagging crew. The two remaining sites (#1 & #2),

though not visited, due to a lack of certainty of the exact path to be
.

selected for the right-of-way of line 752, were discussed with the

Gulf States Utilities survey crew chief who is now aware of their exact '

locations. Should these sites, #1 and #2, occur within the limits of
'

the selected right-of-way, further testing and protective measures are

reccamended.

.

- . _ . . . . _ _. . ._ ,- . ..
,_

l



,m-

v -

'.

11.

.

In conclusion, the sites designated #3-8 are found within the

proposed right-of-way expansiens. The attached historic maps

(!4, 5, 6) clearly indicate the historical significance of this-

area which, et cne time, was the site of the old town of Port Hudson

and subsequent Civil War activities. Based on the information

gleaned frca the historical maps' and the area's designation as
'

both a 'listoric Site and flational Historic Landmark, it is recem-
N

mended that no significant soil movement, bulldozing or other

mechanical land clearing techniques be undertaken between Sandy

Creek and the Port Hudson-Plains Highway. In addition. no earth
,

! moving should be undertaken around Site #3 and the Riddle family
} -

cemetery. By all indications, this area is extremely rich in

historic remains, requires minimal disturbance and should not be

subjected to further alteration by conventional, transmissica line,

right-of-way construction methods. The archaeological information

to be found in this area represents invaluable, non-renewable cultural

resources whose preservation is protected by law. Should any earth

moving activities (i.e., bulldozing, tree and stump removal or other

mechanical land clearing methods) be necessary for the placement of

transmission line structures within the area designated as the Port
'

'

Hudson Battlefield, extensive archaeological testing will be required.

. Should any further subsurface archaeological materials be uncovered

during proposed construction activities, the State Divisien of

Archaeology and Historic Preservation shoudl be notified immediately.

Following the receranendaticns outlined above, this survey complies with

all Federal and State rules and regulations regarding cultural resource

surveys.
,

._-. _ . - - _ - ~. - ---.. .-. - - -
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL Ai;D HISTORICAL SITE SURVEY OF THE

RIVER BEND STATION TRANSMISSICN lit;E

ROUTE B, LOUIS ANA. 1978.

During the ficsc three weeks of May,1978, research :as con-

ducted to determine if any cultural resources would be endangeredi

by the proposed . construction , relative to the above-titled project.

The right-of-way of Rou_te B, Lines 745 and 746 extends frem the
_,

River Bend installation, southwest bcundary, in Hest Feliciana
.

~

,

. Parish westward across the Mississippi River to Pointe Ccupee Parish

and then southward to Rosedale in Iberville Parish, Louisiana.
p .

The. first phase of the investigation involved archival research
-

to discern whether any prehistoric, archaeological deposits or

significant historical structures ~had been recorded or purported ~;

in'the study area. In addition to cor:sulting the National Register; .:!; - .
.

- of Historic Places, and the archaeological files and map . library_ . . . .
,

at Louisiana _ State University, the records and maps of the -State N.
Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservaticn were also examined.

It was found that no sites within the study area have been nominated

to or are presently en the National Register. Further nore, no sites

have been recorded within the immediate impact area.~ "

'

The second phase of the investigation consisted of a field

survey on foot and via a vehicle with subsurface, shovel-testing

at stream crossings and other priority locations within the right-
'

of-way. Field assistance and transport were also provided by

Mr. Sal Pepitone, foreman for Ech Brothers Construction Company

L

.

e e m e g,, - -o-..o ---- <-



and Mr. Mark 1 alten, of Gulf States Utilities. Ccastruction had
.

already ccmmenced in several localities. These areas were checked

and found to be void of any cultural rescurces. f!c sites were
located during the field survey. .

The results of these investigations reveal that the construc-

tion of the transmission lines along the right-of-way of the off-

site portion of Route B will not adversely impact any cultural

rescurces kncwn previcusly or otherwise ' identified by this survey.

There are', bewever, a number of. sites outside of the impact area
-

but within bhe r'egion which a' ttest to the presence o~f peoples during

the prehistoric era. These include earthen mounds, villages and
;

"

} campsites. Such sites r'epresent almost the entire continuum of,
.

!

_

aboriginal occupation, in th state, from the end of the Pleistocene
~

e
t,

; Peric to Historic' times.
' ,

Below, in outline _ form is a summary of the
regional ~ culture periods: '" '

l. 'Paleo-I_ndian.~ 10,000'B.C'.--6000 B.C. ' ~

. .. .
,

' Diagnostic traits: 1.ahceolate, stone,projectilepoiiltswith N-
or without flutes extending up the long axis of the points.The fluting may be unifacial or bifacial.

-

Basis for Temporal Placement: Assignments based upon point
typologies, geologic and paleontologic correlations and

.
radiocarbon dates from the Avery Island site, Iberia Parish.

Subsistence Econcmy: Hunters and gatherers. Excavated sites
reveal artifacts tentatively assigned to strata containing
bone of extinct Pleistocene fauna., ,

.

Settlement Pattern: Archaeological deposits are indicative '

. of.small, temporal campsites.
_. .

.

8
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2. Arcfiaic. 6000 B.C.--500 B.C.
'

Diagnostic Traits: Medium to large, triangular projectile
points having variously-shaped bases with or without notched
side edges, chipped stone scrapers, knives, drills, gravers,
micro-blades, ground stone b2 ads, celts, plummets, gorgets,
effigies and steatite vessels. Antler atlatl hocks, bone
awls, shell ornaments and Foverty Point baked clay objects.
Artifacts of exotic raw material are most cc.n.cnly associated
with Poverty Point ccmponents.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Projectile point typologies and
radiocarbon dates.

.

Subsistence Economy ~:N 'Eunters and gathererstio physical.

evidence of horticulture.
'

Settlement Pattern: The enormous earthworks at the Poverty
Point site, h'est Carroll Parish, comprised of a mound and
concentric, semicircu' ar ridges '. A lcw, demad, earthen
tumulus was tested on Avery Island; also several campsite
deposits in the Lake Pontchartrain area. At the Monte Sano
site,' East Baton Rouge Parish, . excavations revealed remains
of a structure having a square floor pattern.

- 3. Tchefunc te. 500 B.C.--A.D. 250

Diagnostic Traits: The first major introduction of pottery.
Vessels are conical with multiform, tetrapodal bases. Incised,
brushed, punctated and stamped decorative motifs appear on
the vessel body and rim exterior. Also introduced are deco-
rated, tubular, clay pipes. Stone, bone and shell .implemente
and baked clay objects are common and similar to 'those of N-
the Archaic Period, but not nearly as plentiful, variable
or as ornate.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Stratigraphic excavations and
radiocarbon dates.

Subsistence Economy: liunters and gatherers. Indications of '

horticulture from the Tchefuncte deposit at the Morton Shell
Mound, Iberia Parish.

Settlement Pattern: Sites predominate in the marsh areas of
southern Louisiana and are characterized by shell middens.
Inland sites consist of middens and perhaps low, ' domed,
earthen mounds containing primary flexed and secondary human
interments associated with sparse amounts of artifacts. Some
evidence of light-poled structures' having an oval floor pattern.

.

%
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4. Marksville. A.D. 250- A.D. 700
.

Diagnosi,ic Traits: tiew pottery types ccmprised of bowls,
globular and jar-shaped vessels elaborately decorated on
the exterior with punctated, incised and stamped motifs.
Vessels also decorated with red pigment and stylized zccmor-

-

phic motifs. Stone and ceramic platfom pipes and effigies.
Artifacts of exotic raw materials including copper, quartz
crystals, asphaltum and galena.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Ceramic typology, stratigraphic
tests, extensive excavations and radiocarbon dates.

Subsis tence Eccncmy: Hunters and gatherers. A single instance~

of corn and squash purported frca the Marksville site,
Avoyelles Parish.

Settlement Pattern: One extensive occupation, the Marksville
-

- site, consists of a group of earthen mounds within a semi-
circular, ridged, earthen wall.' Demed mounds contain a
central platform for the disposal of the dead. Human inter-.

ments, both primary and secondary, are deposited along with
a selected quantity of pottery, stone, bone, shell and copper
funerary offerings. Other sites consist of middens and/or~

mounds lacking enclosures. Evidence of a possible house
-

structure, rectangular in plan with a semisubterranean floor,-
was exposed at the Marksville site. ~

5. Troyville-Coles Creek. A.D. 700--A.D. 1100 '

Diagnostic Traits: tiew ' ceramic typologies, clay tempered
pottery and new decorative designs. Elbow-shaped. clay-
pipes, ear spools and mealing stones. flear the end of -,

this period the preponderance of small, finely chipped
projectile points is indicative of the introduction of
the bow and arrcw, whereas previcusly the atlatl predcminated.

Basis for Temporal Placement: Ceramic typalogy, stratigraphic
tests, extensive excavations and radiocarbon dates.

t

Subsistence Economy: Theoretically, an agricultural base with,

native and tropical. cultigens, supplemented by hunting andgathering..

Settlement pattern: Characteristically, three large, pyramidal,
compound mounds oriented arcund an open plaza. Houses withrectangular or oul floor patterns. Mounds of the Troyville

. . -

.
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site, Catahoula Parish, were surrcunded by a rectangular
ditch and earthen wall enclosure. Multiple primary and
secondary human interments, generally without artifactual
association, are common in the mcunds.

6. Mississippian. A.D. liOO--Historic Period

Diagnostic Traits: . New ceramic typologies, shell tempered
pottery, effigy vessels, new decorative motifs, strap handles,
effigy pipes and ear spools. Late in the period native
artifacts are found in association with European trade
material . Southern Cul_t" items are also prasent."

Basis for Temporal Pla_ cement. Ceramic typology, stratigraphic'
tests and ethne historic documentation. Included are sites
of the Plaquemine Period.

Subsistence Economy: Corn, squash and bean agriculture supple-
mented by hunting and gathering.

.

In summation, the present investigations did not reveal any

evidence of prehistoric or historic cultural resources that would

be endangered'by the proposed construction. Should any subsurface,
.

archaeological deposits be exposed during construction activities

it is expected that the State Division of Archaeology and Historic

Preservation will be notified immediately. -

Respectfully submitted, '''-
~

AW W, .

Robert H. Neuman
Curator of Anthropology

.

.

.

.
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GULF STz2TE'S UTILITIES C OZr7I'21 7Z,

POST CF F 1CE eOX 29 51 * O EAUM ONT. T E XA S 77704

AR EA COOE 7 13 836 66 3 I

February 5, 1979

R3G - 6097

Mr. E. 3ernard Carrier, Assistant Secretary
office of Program Develop =ent - State of Louisiana
Depart =ent of Culture, Recreation, and Touris=
Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
P. O. Box 44257
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 %

.

Dear Sir:

File G10.5: Environ = ental - History, Land Use,
Transport, Tranctissior., and Seismology

I

!
.

i Attached are two copies of the following infor:ation you
requested in your letters dated Septe=ber 21,"1978 and Septc=ber
22, 1978:

i

1) Archaeological and historical site surveys

2) Description of the saviron= ental'sctrings for the trans=ission
routes.

.

'

3) Known historical and prehistorical sites closest to the
project area.

4) Spot find forms for sites 1 and 2

5) Site for=s for sites 3-7

6) Site form for site 8

7) GSU corrit=ents
..

We recognize, as you stated in both of these letters, that your -

final clearance for the transmission line routes has been given.

Sincerely,

, [
J. E. Booker

-

Manager - River Send Project

WJR/=b
i

Attach =ents '

~
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.

CSU Commitments

In regard to E. 3ernard Carrier's letter dated September 22, 1978

and cet: cats (5)-(8) therein; Gulf States Utilities will suspend con-

struction and notify Mr. Carrier's office if any additional artifacts

ara encountered during such construction activities at sites 1 and 2;

Gulf States Uitlities will take every reasonable effort to avoid any

physical impact in the vicinities of sites 3-7, will access these

areas carefully, will not locate any structural foundations withis
>

25 feet of breastworks, and subsurface disturbances in close proximity,

to sites 3-7 will be monitored by a professional archaeologist;

Gulf States Utilities will not affect site 8 with any construction

activity; Gulf State; Utilities will have any subsurface terrain

al,teration occuring within the limits of the Port Hudson 3attlefield

National Historic Landmark monitored by a professional archaeologist.

.

[

b
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Qg OFFICE OF PROGRAN1 DE'/ELOPi.iENT
25yt!N w EC, VAR CS '

E. BERNARD CARRIER, PhD J. LAaaY CRAIN P50*
Governor Arsh ant Secretary Secretary

September 22, 1978

Mr. William J. Reed, Jr.
Gulf States Utilities Company -

Post Office Box 2951
Beaumont, Texas 77704 -

' N Re: Cultural Resources Survey of the
Gulf States Utilities Transmission
Line Rights of Way, Louisiana:
Line 752 - routes A and D
Line 352 - routes C and E

Dear Mr. Reed: -

The Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation has reviewed the
above referenced survey report prepared by R. W. Neuman of Louisiana
Sta te University. I would like to submit the following comments and
recom.mendations at this time:

(1-) The report should include a brief description of the
environmental setting including elevation, drainage,
major floral and. faunal comunities.

(2) Spot find foms should be submitted for sites 1 and 2
~

with accompanyi.ng sketch map showing the locations of
subsurface testing.

(3) Site forms should be completed and submitted for sites
3-7 (Civil War breastworks). Separate forms should be
completed for sites 3 and 7. Sites 4-6 can be con-
sidered one site due to their close proximity.

(4) A site form should be completed for site 8 (Riddle
Family Cemetery). Site numbers and spot find numbers '

will be assigned by the Division when the forms are
submitted to this office. The additional environmental -

data can be submitted as an adderdum to the report.

(5) Sites 1 and 2 do not appear to meet the criteria for
state registry or National Register consideration. No
further work is recommended at this time. If additional
artifacts (pottery, arrowheads, other stone tools) are

DIVis!ON OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
P. O. Box 44247 Baten Rouse, La. 70804 504 3424682

__ _ ...E..__ . _ - _ _ ..__ _ _ - _ _ _ _ ;___ . . _ . - - - - - - - .
__ _
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ir. William J. Reed, Jr.~
'

.

September 22, 1978.

Page Two

.

$

!
encountered during construction, this office should be
notified immediately and construction temporarily halted.

(6) Every effort should be made to avoid any physical impact
(terrain alteration) in the vicinities of sites 3-7. Access
roads required for construction of the transmission lines
should be routed well away frcm these features. Any sub-
surface disturbance in close proximity to sites 3-7 (e.g.
core holes for placement of transmission poles) should be
monitored by a professional archaeologist. No cores
should be placed within 25 feet of any of the breastworks.

(7) Site 8 (Riddle Cemetery) should be avoided by all construc-
tion activities.

i

(8) Any subsurface terrain alteration occu ring within the.

limits or~ the Port Hudson Sattlefield National Historic
'

Landmark should be monitored by a professional archaeologist.

If these recommendations are followcd, the adverse impacts en the Port
Hudson Battlefield and other cultural resources within the project area
should be minimized. This letter can be considered as my final clearance
of this project. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely yours,

.

O
,

E. Eernard Carrier
State Historic Preservation Officer

.

f

.

E3C:DHG:mp

cc: R. W. Neuman

.
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, DO._, , OFFICE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT-.

CWIN W. ECWAROS E. SERNARD CARRIER, PhD J. t.ARRY CR AIN. PhD
*

C a ernor Assistant Secretary Se:retary

September 21, 1978

*

Mr. William J. Read, Jr.
Gulf States Utilities Company

'

Post Office Box 2951
Scaumont, Texas 77704

Re: An Archaeological and Historical
Si'? Survey of the River Bend
Station Transmission Line,
Route B, Louisiana 1978

Dear Mr. Reed:

The Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation has reviewed
the above referenced cultural rescurces survey report prepared by

'

R. W. Neuman of Louisiana State University.

In order to meet the criteria set forth in the draft " Standards for
Cultural Resources Surveys" in the Antiquities Code of Louisiana,
the following additional information should be included in the
report:

(1) Description of the environmental setting of the project
area including elevations, landforms, floral and faunal
comuni ties ;

(2) Discussion of the location and cultural associations of
known historic and prehistoric sites closest to the project
area;

(3) Brief discussion of why no sites were located during the
survey;

(4) Two copies of each report should be submitted to this office.

I request that this 6dditional information be submitted as an addendum to
the final report.

' Since no historic or prehistoric sites were located during the field survey,
I hereby give my final clearance for this phase of transmission line con-
struction.

Sincerely yours,

0GA .

EBC:DHG:mp - E. Bernard Carrier
DIVislON OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

P. O. Box 44247 Ba:on Rouge, La. 70804 504 342-6632

cc: R. W. Neuman;


