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equested that the plant be closed now.
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In Irs Youngcahl's letter he stated that Iig -ock nermally dis;lacas the
equivalent of £50,000 Zarrsls of 0il per year., ~his is but - ninuts fraction of
the 20,000,000 barrels of 31l jer day vhich this country usss, Mrther, it
v?u 1 be much more effective and economic to sliminats the 550,000 bdarrels, and
millions more, by such measur Fonls, mass transportation and betier
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milezge than to 2%
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In his letter he states that in 197¢ noumera! nuslear plants generstad
slectricity a2t a cost of 0,92 cents per kilowatthowr ineluling fuel, operating

and maintenance coits. Their ecal plonts averasd 1.22 cents per kilowatithour

and the oil={ired units averaged 2.12 caats.

in Azril 1379 Consumers Fower rejuestie’ an annual raste inersase sf 34,733,200

to cover 217 estimated cost of 7133,207,071 {5 dismantle lig ock in the yeaxr

2000, Oyer the last ten years fig :lock's aanual outpus has avaraged 335,003,003
wilowatthours, This flgu. ouat 5 1.3F cents ner kilowmmtthour for dizmantling.
i¢ding thia t5 the 0,%¢ cents for Consuners' nuclear gonerated electiricity ziounts
to 2.29 cents vhiecn iq wre than eithsy coal or 9il, <ihe additional eonts of

nuels~> waste dls;asa; are yet W

‘onsumers rower has %a2 Lotil ezpacity 4

;eak load reguirsmenta, 227 excess aon)sni

srofuces 1.° of Coasumers' iatal., The 1o wl
inzipgn t fcant, 2rojections show thas Consuners has end:zh capacizy to exceed
the 20 reserve margir for 25 years without “i7 'ock. lig 9ok nizht beiter
te moth=talled now and oraught back on lias 4f, and vhen, an alsesiicisy
snortage Zdevelapr in Miehiran,

® 'rs Younrdahl s=aid, there have tean _roblamz witll. looae Yolis caunsing
stuck fuel rods at 245 ook, “nis firs: sccurrac in 1253, In Cezoter, 1955
start=up was celaysesd tescause of one =iuck rod wnich was freszi than another
failed to function Tecause of a  fuch tolt lodged in a drive thinmble, Thiz



tolt was fdentified with 70 of then on the "grid-bar besnm assanbly" wnich holdse
the fuel rords in the ap,-o,rxa“e eonlisuration, There was 2o vaszord that ihese
tolis had been heat treated. The upzer grid bolis wers replaced in 1967, In
an event report on January 24, 1978 =z rod again stuck. 7Tt was telieved caused
ty a remnant from the 1367 grid bol: rezlacement projsct, .nother locse bolt
was found this spring. Fortunately, =o far, the control rods have stuck in the
£f position. "he situation woul? suggeet a comedy of errors ware it not for

the serjousness of the matter.,

Pig Rock is classed as an experimental reactor. Experiment:z have veen cone
using different types of fuel and fuel cladding, resulting in increased fuel
failures and an increased relesase of radiation to the enviroament. In 1977
Consumers signed a 515,000,000, eight year contract with the mnergy teaearcn
and Development Administration for the continuation of experiments at Dig Fock
on nuclear fuel performance,

Flutonium, in small amounts was first added to the fuel in 1942, In 1373 on=
hundred and ten pounds were loaded in*o the -sac*or. ne inhalation of 2
speck of plutonium, the size of an invisible grain of pollen, would result in

a good protability of cdeveloping Iung cancser,

Although the plant has stayed well witihin the linits of radiation release rztes
set bty the NiC, the health effects from low cdoszes and low doze rates of
radiation still remain hasically unknown.

In June, 1979, the Interagency Task Force on Mealth Fffscts of Ionizing adiation
reaported that health effects from low lavels of radintion, tie i) oe roufinel;
realeased from nuclear power plants, ma2y te e~tar than anssumed, Two Maticnal
iscademy of Sciesnces (Cormittees, one %5 study Piaks ‘ssoclated with luclear
Yower and the other on the 2iologiecal =ffects of Ionizing Wadiatien III,
estimated this year that hetween 2,000 qnﬁ 2,500 merisans will Aie from
radiation from nuclear power during the last of thie century. ‘De

A

epeat as di=4 fron mucle:zr

often rejeated atatement that no uen*- of
power is sinply not valid according to the

*iz Rock has been Aown for eight months this year due tc 2 leak and a looge
diffuser plate, It was a loose diffuser plate, or =i=ilar type plate, which
caused the partial melt down at Fermi I, in !'‘onroe Couniy, Mischigan in 1965,

.

~ie 123 has recently requested that studies ha done on containment building

s} eléing on the 10 oldest nuclesr jlarts in the U, =, 7ig Fock is one of then,
shielding is apparently permeadle I3 gamma ranxa.iou. Cne of the possitili-

:ies undex consideration for eliminating this hasard is to btuild = hugh coners

silo, th walls 2 to 3§ feet thick, arox tha containasnt Tdlding, 1L Ske

oresent shielding cannot prevent the ascazs of jerma radiation, in the event of

a loss of codolant accilent, one can -e--vnzzlg as's, wi i3 the plant allowed %o
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opsrate now? Iurther, why should the rate payers De saddled with what wounld te
& formidatle cos‘ for such a silo, ac well ns the probatly groesly "ﬂﬁ-re: imzted
2,000,000 for saction of tae spant fusl rods, at this +m2ll, umneeded,

an

rramaturely pgec pxan..

In summayy then, Tig ~ock is not needss now andé mal naver La nesded, Ti {& one

of the oldest in thes country, has asrious rroblems ars i 1975 waz given Jerne-
el S = v

nent exemption from meetins taze [Ii0's ~urrent safety standardss The plant could



w2ll be motn zalled and brougit back o line i{f i ever is nee
ceal with the spent fuel ;roblem then, IF the rations) Jar it
%9 use if for exjperimental Jurposes 1 . %is o arinsnts B8 fana
n:ticnzl mucle~r weservasious; Hanloz’, ldals rnllsy Loksi'es
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