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Docket No. STN 50-437

Mr. A. R. Collier
President
Offshore Power Systems
P. O. Box 8000
8000 Arlington Expressway
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Gentlemen:

This letter is being sent to all licensees authorized to operate or construct
a pressurized water power reactor and to all applicants for a license to
operate or construct a pressurized water power reactor.

Operating problems have occurred in Pressurized Water Reactor (PWR) steam
generators. The enclosed report, " Summary of Operating Experience with
Recirculating Steam Generators," NUREG 0523, focuses on the problems
associated with steam generators of the recirculation type, i.e., those
manufactured by Combustion Engineering and Westinghouse. The report dis-
cusses the NRC staff's evaluation of these problems and the programs for
resolving these problems.

The NRC has recently identified steam generator degradation as an Unresolved
Safety Issue deserving the highest priority for resolution. However, for
the reasons identified in the report, the NRC staff has concluded that con-
tinued operation of existing plants and licensing of new plants with recir-
culation type steam generators, pending completion of our review, does not
constitute an undue risk to the health and safety of the public and there-
fore may cent,inue. -

It should be noted that a number of research efforts are currently under
way which will improve our knowledge of steam generator degradation mech-
anisms. The information presented in the report represents our current
understanding of each issue. Coments on this report and infomation
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related to steam generator degradation mechanisms are encouraged and
should be forwarded to Dr. Boen-Dar Liaw, Engineering Branch, Division
of Operating Reactors, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington,
D.C. 20555.
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El e h , e uty Director. .

Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosure: .

Summary of Operating Experience
with Recirculating Steam
Generators, January 1979,
NUREG 0523
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Mr. 'A. R. Collier
President
Offshore Pcwer Systems
P. O. Box 8000
8000 Arlington Expressway
Jacksonville, Florida 32211 ..

cc: Vincent W. Campbell, Esq.
Vice President & General Counsel
Offshore Power Systems
P. O. Box 8000
8000 Arlington Expressway
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Thomas M. Daugherty, Esq.
Offshore Power Systems
P. O. Box 8000
8000 Arlington Expressway
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Barton Z. Cowan, Esq.
Eckert, Seamans, Cherin & Mellott
600 Grant Street, 42nd Floor
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Franklin H. Berry, Jr. , Esq.
County Counsel
County of Ocean
P. O. Box 757
34 Washington Street
Toms River, New Jersey 08753

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esq.
Natural Resources Defense Council
917 15th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dr. Glenn L. Paulson
Assistant Comissioner
State of New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection
Labor and Industry Building
John Fitch Plaza
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Keith A. Onsdorff, Esq.
Miriam N. Span, Esq.

? Assistant Deputy Public Advocates
520 East State Street
Post Office Box 141
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
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cc: Mark L. First, Esq.
New Jersey State Deputy

Attorney General
State House Annex
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Carl Valore, Jr., Esq.
Valore, McAllister, DeBrier,

Aron & Westmoreland
Mainland Professional Plaza
535 Tilton Road
P. O. Box 152
Northfield, New Jersey 08225

Mr. Harold P. Abrams
9100 Amherst Avenue
Margate, New Jersey 08402

Dr. Willard W. Rosenberg
8 North Rumson Avenue -

Margate, New Jersey 08402 -

Mr. John Williamson
211 Forest Drive
Linwood, New Jersey 08221

Harold P. Green, Esq.
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver

and Kampelman
Suite 1000, The Watergate '300
600 New Hampshire Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20037

Nuclear Coordinator
Office of Merchant Marine Safety
Commandant (GMMT-4)
U. S. Coast Guard
Washington, D. C. 20590

Mr. Mitchell Attalla
4028 Ponce DeLeon Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32217

Mr. Reg Crowder
Jacksonville Journal
P. O. box 1949

' Jacksonville, Florida 32201
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cc: Sheldon J. Wolfe, Esq., Chairman
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dr. David R. Schink
Decartment of Oceanography
Texas A. & M. University
College Station, Texas 77840

Mr. Lester Kornblith, Jr.
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Richard S. Salzman, Esq., Chairman
Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555
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Dr. John H. Buck
Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Mr. Michael C. Farrar
Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555
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