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Docket Nos. 50-568
and 50-569

Joseph Harrington
Project Manager
New England Power Company
20 Turnpike Road
Westborough, Massachusetts 01581

Gentlemen:

This letter is being sent to all licensees authorized to operate or construct
a pressurized water power reactor and to all applicants for a license to
operate or construct a pressurized water power reactor.

Operating problems have occurred in Pressuriz'ed Water Reactor (PWR) steam
generators. The enclosed report, " Summary of Operating Experience with
Recirculating Steam Generators," NUREG 0523, focuses on the problems
associated with steam generators of the recirculation type, i.e., those
manufactured by Combustion Engineering and Westinghouse. The report dis-
cusses the NRC staff's evaluation of these problems and the programs for
resolving these problems.

The NRC has recently identified steam generator degradation as an Unresolved
Safety Issue deserving the highest priority for resolution. However, for
the reasons identified in the report, the NRC staff has concluded that con-
tinued operation of existing plants and licensing of new plants with recir-
culation type steam generators, pending completion of our review, does not
constitute an undue risk to the health and safety of the public and there-
fore may continue.

It should be noted that a number of research efforts are currently under
-way which will-improve our knowledge of steam generator degradation mech-
anisms. The information presented in the report represents our current
understanding of each issue. Coments on this report and information
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related to steam generator degradation mechanisms are encouraged and
should be forwarded to Dr. Boen-Dar Liaw, Engineering Branch, Division
of Operating Reactors, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission, Washington,
D.C. 20555.
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E h ty Director. . ,

Division of Operating Reactors

Enclosure: -

-

Sumary of Operating Experience
with Recirculating Steam
Generators, January 1979,
NUREG 0523

.

m



.

.

Joseph Harrington

Edmund L. Alves, Esquire
cc: Mr. G. Frank Cole Gorham & Gorham, Esquires

Project Manager c/o Town Hall
United Engineers and Constructors, Inc. Victory Highway
30 South 17th Street West Greenwich, Rhode Island 02816
P. O. Box 8223
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101 Manning, West, Santaniello & Pari

711 Industrial Bank Building
Mr. W. E. Wright Providence, Rhode Island 02903
NEPC0 Project Manager
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Sister Arlene Violet
Box 355 187 Westminster Mall - -----

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230 Suite 507
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Thomas G. Dignan, Jr. , Esq.
John A.,Ritsher, Esq. Harrison A. Fitch, Esq.
R. K. Gad III, Esq. Peter D. Kinder, Esq.
Ropes and Gray New England Legal Foundation
225 Franklin Street 110 Tremont Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 Boston, Massachusetts 02108

'

John R. Payne, Jr., Esq. Philip W. Noel , Esq.
Solicitor, 15 Westminster Street

Town of Westerly Providence, Rhode Island 02913
37 Main Street
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 Henry Shelton, Esq.

Coalition for Consumer Justice
Rhode Islanders for Safe Power 410 Broad Street
c/o Ms. Emma Sacco Central Falls, Rhode Island 02863
Box 69
Wakefield, Rhode Island 02880 Cynthia Collins, Esq.

Doorley, Gifford & Paci
Ms. Katerine Spencer Doherty 40 Westminster Street
Aquidneck Island Ecology Providence, Rhode Island 02903
Box 573
Newport, Rhode Island 02840 Urso & Adamo, Esqs.

42 Granite Street
Richard A. Poirier, President Westerly, Rhode Island 02891
Rhode Island Association of __

Conservation Commissioners James 0. Watts, Esq.
Pole 95, Stillwater Road Town Solicitor, Town of Charlestown
Smithfield, Rhode Island 02917 567 Main Street

Wakefield, Rhode Island 02879

.
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cc: Archibald B. Kenyon, Jr., Esq. John P. Toscano, Jr., Esq.
Town Solicitor, Town of South 23 Canal Street

Kingston Westerly, Rhode Island 02891
51 Tower Mill Road
Wakefield, Rhode Island 02879 Karin P. Sheldon, Esq.

Harmon, Sheldon & Roisman
Physicians Concerned About 1025 15th Street, N. W.

Nuclear Power Washington, D. C. 20005
c/o Robert L. Conrad
130 Kenyon Avenue Anthony J. Brosco, Esq.
Wakefield, Rhode Island 02879 Town Solicitor _ _

Town of Exeter
Eric D. Schneider 293 South Main Street
Claudine C. Schneider Providence, Rhode Island 02903
56 Central Street
Narraganset, Rhode Island 02882

Trudy Coxe
Executive Director
Save the Bay, Inc.
154 Francis Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Samuel Seeley, President
Concerned Citizens of Rhode Island
Box 525
Charlestown, Rhode Island 02813

Edward H. Newman, Esq.
Town Solicitor
Town of Richmond
42 Granite Street
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891

Raymond L. Thorp, Jr.
Chairman for Intervention
The Taxpayers and Voters of Charlestown
RFD
Bradford, Rhode Island 02808 --

James D. Thornton, Esq.
Thornton & Thornton, Inc.
Washington Trust Building
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891

Sean Kelleher-

~

Energy Advisor
Office of the Governor
State House
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
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