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Introduction

Pursuant to the proviesione of parsgrepi 3.A. of license Ho. DFR-3,
as amended, Yankee Atomic Electric Compeny in Propesed Chunge Yo,
19 dated February 13, 1962 requested & temporary waiver cof a pro-
vision of Section 509 of their license application which was
incorporated by reference into the technical specifications of ite
opereting license, This provision requires & messurement of
certein resctivity coefficients &t 2,000 hour intervals during
core 1ife., Such messurenents were mede &t the start of Core I
1ife, and st approximately 2,000, L,000 end 6,000 ejuivalent full
power houre, The £,000 hour test with Core I is due to be con-
éucted on epproximately Pebruery 23, 1962, and Yankee hae recuested
that this test be deferred mntil the end of core 1ife, wnich is
presently estimated to be et spproximately 9,000 equivalent full
power hours,

Diccussion
e — ————

T4 hee been Yentee's recent experience thet vhonever their resctor
has been st down or scrammwed, & reactivity less of epproximately
.3% to .57 has occured on the return to power, Although thle loss
has been subsequently regained during power operetion, lenkee 1
concerned that if they are reguired to simt the reactor down for
the £,000 hour test, & loss of reactivity eisrht be experienced
which would prevent returning to any substantisl power level.

The 2,000 hour teste of reector coefficient were originally specie-
ried because of concern regerding the effect on reactivity
coefficients of plutonium buildup in the core, Trom the results
of the i{nformation obteined curing the tests conducted W dule,
Yankee hao concluded that plutonium buildup in the core has no
eirnificant effect on these coefficients, It 45 our opinion that
4he Gata which hug been presented by Jenkee to the Commissicn
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