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July 25,1980

MEMORANDUM FOR: Harold R. Denton, Director, NRR

FROM: Richard H. 'Voilmer, Director, DE

SUBJECT: REC 0pWENDED RESOLUTION OF DIFFERING PROFESSIONAL

OPINION CONCERNING REPAIR OF PRESSURIZER RELIEF
PIPE AT SEQUOYAH UNIT ONE

I have completed my evaluation of the differing professional opinion which was
raised by Joseph Halapatz on June 16, 1980. My evaluation was based on the
information presented by Mr. Halapatz both in his June 16th memorandum and a
number of background memoranda. In addition I have the benefit of comments
by Messrs Smith, Gamble. Pawlicki, Noonan and a peer review conducted by.

Dr. Shao and his staff from RES. Many of these memoranda were included in
previous correspondence but I will include the as an enclosure to this
memorandum for your convenience.

Additional focus on this differing professional opinion was given by the ACRS
and was discussed in their recent Sequoyah memorandum to the Chairman. The
July 15 ACRS memorandum stated that the Comittee did not believe it likely
that the weld repair presents a serious hazard but that evidence on the matter
could be improved.

TVA has performed additional investigative work along the Ifnes recommended
by the ACRS letter. The results of this work were reviewed by Messrs Muscara
and Serpan of RES during a recent visit to TVA headquarters office and the
Sequoyah plant site. This. additional information was included in forming the
basis for the conclusions and recommendations of the peer review.

The peer review of this matter, conducted by Research and described in the
July 24 memo from Larry Shao, concluded that the pressurizer relief.line draw-
bead repair 1) did not penetrate the pipe weld so that hydrostatic testing is not
necessary, ar.d 2) did become sensitized and thus could be susceptibel to IGSCC
in service. They recomended that the matter be resolved by requiring augmented
inservice inspection in accordance with recommendation given in NUREG-0313
Revision 1 for service-sensitive nonconforming lines. Although the line in
question is not " service-sensitive" and NUREG-0313 addresses BWR lines rather
than PWE lines. I believe that implementation of their reccamendation is '*

appropriate and would provide high assurance of the continued integrity of this
line during operation. This supports my July 2 meno to you in which I tentatively*

recommended augmented inservice inspectica as an appropriate resolution of this
matter. I should note, however, that Mr. Halapatz states in his meno of July 8
to Mr. Gamble that:
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"Given TVA's statement of the safety implication involved, viz., that
failure of the repaired piping could lead to an uncontrolled blowdown
of the reactor coolant system, augmented ISI would appear not to provide
the necessary assurance of safe shutdown. Augmented ISI would address
failure in terms of slow leaking cracks, a circumstance which TVA
apparently did not have in mind when nonconfomance report NCR
AWP-79-5-8 was written."

.

If you concur with this resolution, we need to so inform Mr. Halapatz of this
decision. In addition. OE will supply 00L with the appropriate requirements
for the Sequoyah Tech Specs to implement the augmented inservice inspection.
We will also provide an SER input which will take a final staff position in
this matter.

If you wish additional infomation or discussion on this matter, I would be
happy to set up a meeting between you and any or all of the principals in this
investigation.

Orfriaal signed by:
Elchard H. Voumer

.

Richard H. Vo1Tuer
Director
Division of Engineering

Enclosures: As stated
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