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PEOPLE AGAINST NUZLEAR ENERGY REQUEST FOR
EXPEDITED DECISION ON REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE

People Against Nuclear Energy (PANE) respectfully
requests the Licensing Board to expedite its consideration
of PANE's Request for Financial Assistance to Support Inter-
vention on Issues of Psychological Distress. Assuming that
the Board will make a recommendation that must be referred
to the Commission for final action, PANE also requests
the Board to urge the Commission to reach a decision and
provide the funding which PANE seeks as quickly as possible.
PANE submitted its Request for Financial Assistance on
November 22, 1979, at which point it had already participated
extensively in this proceeding and had provided the most sub-
stantial Intervenor argument on the issues of psychological
distress. As PANE explained in its filing, it had alsc begun

to prepare its case and, after an extensive search, had
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obtained assistance from leading authorities in the field of
psychological distress.

As of November 29, PANE had incurred substantial legal
fees and other expenses, and it had undertaken an extensive
effort to raise money to support its intervention. 1In its
request for financial assistance, therefore, PANE was able
to report to the Board that it had raised $1,100 from a
private foundation and that it was seeking funds from other
sources. At the same time, however, PANE explained that
private funding was extremely difficult to obtain, and it
predicted that

PANE will be able to provide the
information and expert opinion that
the Commission needs only if the

Commission grants the requested fi-
nancial assistance.

PANE Request for Financial Assistance at 2.

Unfortunately, PANE's prediction was accurate. Despite
redoubled efforts in the private {unding arena, PANE has
been able to obtain only an additional $1,000. The total
does not come close to covering PANE's legal expenses to
date, and there is no apparent likelihood of funding from
any other source in the next several months. We have now
reached the point where it is absolutely clear that

PANE cannot continue effective
participation and cannot pre-

sent [its] experts without
funding from the NRC.



PANE Request at 7.

In order to minimize its costs, PANE requested clari-
fication from the Board to assure that discovery on psycholo-
gical distress issues would not begin at least until after
the Board had recommended that the issues be heard. 1In its
Second Special Prehearing Conference Order, dated January
11, 1980, the Board recognized the legitimacy of PANE's
concern and ordered that discovery would not begin until
either the Board or the Commission had ruled that the
psychological distress contentions should be admitted to the
proceeding. At the same time, the Board noted that the
parties would have to make some reasonable efforts to pre-
pare for this litigation and urged that the Licensee and the
Staff cooperate voluntarily in reasonable informal discovery
requests.

Although PANE should now be proceeding with informal
discovery and with the preparation of its own psychological
studies through its expert witnesses, it simply does not
have financial resources to do so. PANE needs funding from
the NRC in order to undertake any further activities.

For these reasons, PANE respectfully requests the Board
to expedite its own consideration of PANE's request and to
refer the issue to the Commission with a recommendation that

the request be granted as soon as possible.



Dated:

February 1, 1980

Respectfully submitted,
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Wwilliam S. ~Jordan, III

SHELDON, HARMON & WEISS
1725 "I" Street, N.W.
Suite 506

Washington, D.C. 20006

Counsel for PANE
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing "People
Against Nuclear Energy Request for Expedited Decision on
Request for Financial Assistance," were mailed, postage pre-
paid, this lst day of February, 1980, to the following:

Secretary of the Commission

ATTN: Chief, Docketing and Service Section
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Ivan W. Smith, Esquire
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dr. Walter H. Jordan
881 W. OQuter Drive
Oak Drive, Tennessee 37830

Dr. Linda W. Little - ; C
5000 Hermitage Drive s
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612 < :

George F. Trowbridge, Esquire
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
1800 "M" Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

James Tourtellotte, Esquire
Office of the Executive Legal Director
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555
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William S rdan,“ 11



