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September 22, 1977

Docket tio.: 50-289
.

f%tropolitan Edison Company
ATTN: Mr. J. G. Herbein '

Vice President . .

P. O. Box S42
_ . .

Reading, Pennsylvania 19693 ... .. . .

_

Gentlemen:

" '

RE:
''

.

Enclosed is a Federal Register Notice of a petition for rulemaking
regarding physical searches of individuals entering a protected
area of a nuclear power plant and a copy of a proposed NRC regula-
tion which would require clearances for those individuals who are
permitted unescorted access within nuclear power plants. The
Commission is assessing the implications of these two actions,
particularly the " pat down" searches of individuals, and their value
as elements of the total physical protection system needed for nuclear
power olants. Also, the Commission is concerned with the potential
effects on employee effectiveness and morale of the physical search
and other requirements for the physical protection of nuclear reactors
currently specified in 10 CFR 73.55.

In this regard, the Commission is endeavoring to identify alternatives
that achieve the needed protection of nuclear power plants when
combined with the other elements of the total plant security system.
The Commission wants a broad base of public comment on these issues
and, recognizing that physical searches and the obtaining of government
clearances directly affect your employees, the Comission requests
that you inform them of this notice of rulemaking and of the proposed
clearance rule, and of the desire of the Commission to obtain comments
directly from those who are or would be most aff6cted.
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Itetropolitan Edison Company . 2.- - .

.

We request that you post this notice on employee bulletin boards or
otherwise notify your employees of the Commission's concerns and desire
for comments on these issues. -

Sincerely,

Q Pu -.

Edson G. Case, Acting Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Metropolitan Edison Company

cc: G. F. Trowbridge, Esquire
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
1800 M Street, N. W.
Washington,'O. C. 20036

GPU Service Corporation
Richard W. Heward, Project Manager
Thomas M. Crimmins, Jr. , Safety

and Licensing Manager
260 Cherry Hill Road
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054

Pennsylvania Electric Company
Mr. R. W. Conrad #
Vice President, Generation
1001 Broad Street
Johnstown, Pennsylvania 15907

Mr. Weldon B. Arehart, Chairman
Board of Supervisors of Londonderry.

-Township
RFD#1, Geyers Church Road
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Miss Mary V. Southard, Chairman
Citizens for a Safe Environment
P. O. Box 405
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108

Government Publications Section
State Library of Pennsylvania
Box 1601 (Education Euilding)
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126
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