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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

“Encl
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555 CIare 3

*ree®

Octob=r 5, 1979

OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM FOR: Lee V. Gossick, Executive
Director for Qperations @™\
FROM: Samuel J. Chilk, Secret
SUBJECT: SECY-79-461, - RECOMMENDAG \S OF THE NRC/EPA ‘ASA FORCE ON

EMERGENCY PLANNING (COMMISSIONER ACTION ITEM)

This is %0 advise you that the Commission (with all Conmissioners concurring) has
approved the proposec policy statement regarding the emergency DI lanning basis

as revised per the attacned final draft, and authorized its publication in

the Federal Register. The Commission has also noted the following:

-A press release will be prepared by the Office of Public Affairs.

Public comments or the final manner of implementation of p?arr‘*ﬂ
-.swa quidance will oe tzken into account in the forthcoming rule-
meking on emergency planning.

It ‘s requested that the staff forward a Federal Register Notice, wnich contains
sk 3%%32hed statement, ‘n final form for the Secr2tary's signature for
sub'ication in the Feder-1 Register (SECY Suspense:-C:ctober 15, 1978,

"2 J7%ices of State Programs and Nuclear Reactor Regulation were informed

o€ =ais action by telephone on October 3, 19878.
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Commissioner Gilinsky

Cormissicner Kennedy

Comrissioner Bracford

L3'r'sslcnnr Ahearne

Comission Staff Offices

O3 rector, Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Dirsctor, State Programs
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shape of each EPZ will be decided Ly emergency planning officials ater
they consider the specific conditions a- each site. These distances are
considered large enough to provide a resoonse base which would support
activity outside the planning zone shoyld this ever be neesced.

The report also provides planning basis guidance in the form of a range

of time values in which emergency response officials should be preparesd

tl impiement protective action. The report indicates that, depending on
such factors as the specific sequence of events during an accident which
results in the release of radioactivity to the atmosphere and the prevailing
meteorological conditions, protective action may be required “ror perhaps
one-half hour to one day after the initiation of the accident. Developrent
and periodic testing of orocedures for rapid notification of eme=gency
resoonse sfficials is encouraged, since the time available for action is
strongly affected by the time consumed in notification.

The chemical and physical characteristics of those radionuclides which
contribute most significantly to human exposure are presented.

.QF -~ 8 2
K3C Policy
. —te—

WRT concurs in and endorses for use the guidance contained in the %ask
force repor:t. In endorsing this cuidance, the Commission recosnizes

that it is approcriate and pruden: ‘or emergency planrning guicance 3
take into considsration the princisa) characteristics (such as nuclices

reieased and distances lika) to e involved) of a specirum of ges%-n

S2sis anc core melt accidents. While the Commission recognizes ¢ the
guidance mzy nave significant response impacts for many-local Jurisdictions,
it selieves that irplementation of he guidance i{s nevertheless neegss

te improve emergency resnunse planning and pregaredness arounc nuclear
powar reactors. ~

ne Lemmission is directing its stasf <o incorporate the planning dasis
guidance 1nto existing documents used in tne evaluation of state anc

local emergancy response plans to the extent practicable. The NRC has
recently oudolished an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning
ddcitionz] regulations on emergency plans. (Adc Federal Register refarenc
Adcitiona] guidance will be provided following this rulemaking. Thi
adcitiona] guidance can b2 expectes to consider how local condi<iens

Sucn as gemograpny, land use, and meteorology can influence the size and

shape of the EPZ's and to0 adeé-css other issues, such as evacuation
planning.

Specific implementation dates for #ull impiementation of the task force
recommendations and any others that are deveiocped will be establisned as
part of the ongoing rulemaking effori. The Commission alsc expeczts the
$229f o 2ssist state and local governments <n improving tneir emergency
resdonse capabilities at existing sites in the imnediate future.
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