SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

DivisSiON OF

CORPORATION FINANGE ' Octobe. 16, 1979

Mr. Bdison G. Case, Activity Director
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Cammissiaon
Office of Nuclear Regulation
Washington, DC 20425

Re: Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
File No. 2-65710 (22-10152)

Dear Mr, Case:;

I am enclosing a copy of a Jegistration statement filed
by the above carpany with this Cumussion on October 12, 1979
in connection with a proposed public offering of its securities.

Since this company is also under your jurisdiction, you
mey wish to have the registration statement reviewed by members
of your staff, particularly pages 16-30 and give us the
benefit of your comments, if any. It would be appreciated if
you would forward your ~omments, to us by October 26, 1979.

Please furmish the above comments, if any, directly to
my attention and should have any questions, please call Mr.
Joseph J. Sano at 272-33l6.

Sincerely, « .-
\") - ' L -

7 " .‘ll °

Ann D, Wallace
Branch Chief

Enclosure
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~ WISCONSIN PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATION

—

: Y SECURITILS AIID EYCHANCE CulitalasSiOn |

P.O. Box 700, Green Boy, Wisconsin 54305 FEE RE CEIVED ’ |

October 10, 1979 ST 1500 = ‘ ; ‘

) OFFICE OF azporzgsc" . k
Securities and Exchange Commission & INFORMATION SESVICED

Division of Corporation Finance
500 North Capitol Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 205L5

Re: FKegistration of $h0;000,000 principal amount of First
Mortgage Bonds, Series due December 1, 2009, of
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation

Gentlemen:

Enclosed for filing ir connection with the above registration are the
following:

(1) Bank cashier's check to the order of the Securities and
Exchange Commission in the amount of $8,320.

(2) Three executed copies of the Regisiration Statement on Form 5-7; |
including signed Consents of Experts., Irmediately following the
facing sheet is a cross-reference sheet showinz the location of |
Form §-7, Part I, items in the Prospectus. Included in the
Registration Statement are copies of Powers of Attorney authorizing
the person w > signed the Registration Statement to do so in behalf \
of the persons named therein.

(3) Three sets of all Exhibits (other then those to be filed t, amendment
or those expressly incorporated by reference).
(4) Three executed copies of Form T-1, by First Wisconsin Trust

Company, Milvaukee, Wisconsin.

(5) Ten additional copies of Form S-7, Form T-1 and of each of the
following exhibits:

1.01 Proposed form of Public Invitation for Proposals
for the Purchase of the lNew Bonds

1.02 Proposed foirm of Statement of Terms and Conditions
Ralatins to Prepocals for the Perchase of the
Ikew Bonds
Propoced form of PTrerosal r the Purchase of the
Kew Ponds, includiig the propeazé form of Purchasze
Contraet for the few Tonidr

pomsmad Jave T3 JAaypee
FofTZevwi Ve 5iQaers

1309 324

son Prys =




Securities and Exchange Commission

Page 2
Octobter 10, 1979

2.03 Copy of proposed form of New Supplemental fi
Indenture, dated as of December 1, 1979 '

2.12 Brief statement of general effect of franchises
and concessions and hydro-electric authorizations
held by Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
(Tt is recuested that copies of this Exhibit

. be surplied by you to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission in the event thaut you submit this filing
for review by that Commission)

6 Computations of Ratio of Earnings to Fixed
Charges
6.01 Computations of the Equity Component ¢f the

Allowance For Mands Used Durirg Cor .~uction

6.02 Computations of Earnings Per fnare of
Commen Stock

Also enclosed are ten copies of a memo descriptive of changes in the
Registration Statement and Exhibits, as compared to the Ccmpany's most ccomparable
recent prior filings, together with two marked copies of the Registration
Statement, bidding documents, Exhibit 5.12 and Supplemental Indenture showing
all changes reflected in new Exhibit 2.03.

We have reviewed the Releases and Guides mentioned below and the following
specific commente and reprecentaticns are responsive to the indicated Releases
and/or Guide Items:

oo ROOR ORIGINAL

Cuide Item

5231 Use of Form 5-7. The Company meets c:1 of the requirements for the
use of Ferm 5-7 as set forth in Gen.»al Instruction A thereto, and
in the opinion of the Cempany, the Regisiration Siatement as initiall:
filed complies in all material respects with the Securities Act of 1933,

5196 Timely Revorting. All reports (Forms 10-K, 12-K, 8-K and 10-%) required
to be filed by the Company under the Cecurities Exchange Act of 193k
during the years 197k, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1979 to date, have
been tirely filed and are complete.

5170 Envirenment and Civil Richts, The Comrany has no material legal pro-

5386 ceedings or litigation pending or known to te contemplated pertaining
to (a) civil rights matters as referred to in Release 5170 or (b)
environmental matters as reforred Lo in Releaze 5170 or 5385, other
than set forth under "pusiness-Rezilation and Nnvirommental lMatters”
of the Proapectus.

\J » > " s . -
5005 Intarests of “amsel and MNarsris, The requived information is ineluc-3
R 7~ <, PR, "t o, e > sy — P \ = N . -
(Guide S0) Wider Lé-al Uminions ana sxpervd of the Prospactus, as supplied bty

counc2l invelved.,
1 rl ol el ¢ gl At
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Lg36 The provision of Section 1222 of the Internal Revenue Code will noti¥

(Guide 18) be applicable because the initial putlic offering prige will be higher
. than the minimum price of 98%% of principal amount pa2yable by the y
Underwriters to the Company and such Section cannot be applicable to
the 30-year liew Bonds unless the initial public offering price wever
less than 92i% of principal amount.

4936 Current Financial Statements and Related Data. The cowplete financial
(Guide 23) statemenic and related statistical information in the Prospectus are

as of July 31, 1979, which is the latest date at which it is rracticable

at this time of filing to provide them. The comparative earnings
statements to July 31, 1979 were distributed to the holders of all
outstanding Common Stock of the Company with their dividend checks
on September 20, 1979 and made generally available to the financial
community at that time,

About November 19, we will advise the Branch Chief or Examiner to
whom this filing is assigned of ‘he changes to be made in the public
oifering Prospectus to include unaudited Octcoer resulis in the
paragraph under "Statements of Income" and of any further text to

be added in the event of adverse interim developments; bdut in view
of the otherwise normal stability in the results of public utility
operations, it is not expected to update tre Proszectus with any
detailed interim financial statements or statistics beyond July 31,
1979.

4936 Reports or Memoranda. No report or memorandum of the nature descrited
(Guide 42) In said item has obeen prepared for or by the Company within the past
twelve months. If any memorandum falling within the framework of
Guide L2 is furnished by any underwriter in response to the Prospective
: Bidders' Questionnaire, copy will be suimitted.

In view of the similarity of this filing to Registration No. 2-48781
(First Mortgage Eonds, September 1973) and the recent Resistration No. 2-58045
(First Mortgage Bonds, February 1977), we hereby request that this filing receive
only "eursory review" or "limited review" pursuant to the procedures under
Releases 33-&93& and 33-5231. You are herehy acvised <‘hat our Company, its
accountants, its counsel and counsel for the underwriters in this competitive
bidding are eware (a) that this filing may receive only a limited and not a
customary review, and such limited review may not be relied upon in any degree
to indicate that this Repistration Statement is true, complete or accurate;
(b) that the statutory burden of full disclosure it on the Coupany and its
directors and principal officers, the undervriters and the named experts, and
that as a matter of law such brrden eannot be shified to vour Staf{; and (c)
of all applicable statutory responsibililies under the Securities Act of

(= 1933, as amended.

A copy of ihe Findings of Fact, Conclusion: of Law and Cortificate of
Authority cf the Public Cervice Commirzion of Wiscenrin ‘nd 4he Order of the
pichi-an Mablie Service Commiczion are enclosed. A cojy of the Supplemental
Certifiente of Authiority ol the Mablic Cervise Commizeies af wacCoONsing, as well
g8 25 copics of the fin:l ¥Vresvrcius, will be feruar loter than the da
folloving the effcctive date of ¢ EYalic

“
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We licpe to receive your comments not later than Thursday, November 1, *
1979, if 2. all possible. We expect this Registraiion Statement-to become
effective for bidding ty order on Friday, Novembver 16, and plan to receive

bids on Tuesday, November 27. In the event that your comments occasion :
revisions which reguire a pre-effective amendment to the Registration Statement,
we intend to file any required amendment promptly. We intend to do everything
necessary to accomplish effectiveness on November 16 for bidding purposes,

in order .. maintain our reserved position on the competitive bidding calendar
for bid opening on liovember 27.

Ve will await your advice acknowledging receipt of the regictration fee

.- Aand the zs:ignment of a registration number.

fours very truly,

2y ’7‘4&/

R. H. Knuth
Secretary uvnd

ndiopictpant Maceurer

kb

Attach,
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