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Gentlemen:

Enclosed is an affidavit from Jacques 8. J. Read regarding recent AG aircraft
crash experience. This affidavit was prepared by Dr. Read as a result of
SCANP's allegations that the A6 aircraft nas experienced an increased crash
rate in recent years ind, therefore, tha Staff's crash rate assumption in

the Skagit aircraft risk assessment may not te reasonable or conservative.
See letters from Roger M. Leed to Richard L. Black, dated May 30, 1579 and
July 7, 1979, After discussing this matter with the Licensing 2o0ard, the
Staff agreed to cbtain updated information from the Navy co datermine whather
its assumption regarding the cras. rate swou]d be modified to reflect actual
A6 crash experience in recent yea.: (Tr. 12,137-12,143).

The NRC Sta‘f requested this information and obtained from the Navy Safety
Center data regarding the gross inflight crash rate of A6 aircraft for the
years 1968 through 1978. As indicated in the affidavit, the data reflects
that the A6 crash rate has declined in recent ye’rs. Accor: .~gly, Or. Read
is of the opinion that the Staff's previous assumption of a ¢i.sh rate of
10" per hour, which was based on the peacetime crash rate cf all U.S.
combat air:raft, is sti!l appropriately conservative in light of the actual
A6 crash ex;=rience for the reasons set forth in the affidavit.

Sincerely,
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Richard L.~ Black
Counsel for NRC Staff
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